












Understanding       Our World
Wars Cannot Be Forgotten

The War
No one is capable of telling a riveting story like Ken Burns, 
and he delivers again with The War: An Intimate History, 

1941-1945 ($50, Random House, 978-0-307-26283-7). More 
than forty vivid voices that speak from these pages are 
those of ordinary men and women who experienced—and 
helped win—the most devastating war in history, in which 
between 50 and 60 million lives were lost. Enriched by 
maps and hundreds of photographs, including many never 
published before, this is an intimate, profoundly affecting 
chronicle of the war that shaped our world.

The Coldest Winter
It's easy to demonize the enemy, but what happens when 
“the villain” is one of your own? Pulitzer Prize-winner 
David Halberstam recounts the details of the Korean War 
in The Coldest Winter ($35, Hyperion, 978-1-4013-0052-4), 
but focuses on the military miscalculations of the 
legendary general Douglas MacArthur. Alive with the 
voices of men who survived this bloody, losing battle, 
Halberstam reminds us that arrogance and political 
ambition have no place on the battlefield.

America: Past, Present & Future
The Great Upheaval
Bestselling author Jay Winik places Washington, Jefferson 
and Adams along-side their contemporaries like the 
Empress Catherine, Louis XVI, Napoleon and 
Kosciuszko. The Great Upheaval: America and the Birth of 

the Modern World, 1788-1800 ($29.95, HarperCollins, 978-
0-06-008313-7) makes the case that great nations and 
great leaders were acutely conscious of one another, and 
places ideological origins of republicanism, democracy, 
liberalism and nationalism in the proper context. This is 
popular history made interesting and accessible to all.

The Panic of 1907
Could the panic of 1907 happen again? Authors Robert 
Bruner and Sean Carr take a historical look at what is 
considered the third worst market crash in history and 
define how it relates to the financial markets in 2007, 
exactly 100 years later. In The Panic of 1907: Lessons 

Learned from the Market's “Perfect Storm” ($29.95, Wiley, 
978-0-470-15263-8) we discover that in spite of all of our 
advances, we are not immune to a future crisis.

The Terror Dream
Susan Faludi, award-winning author of Backlash, explores 
America's cultural and political reaction to 9/11 in her new 
book, The Terror Dream: Fear and Fantasy in Post-9/11 

America ($26, Henry Holt, 978-0-8050-8692-8). She illustrates 
how our deeply ingrained beliefs about masculinity, 
femininity and sanctified violence have shaped our national 
identity, and our ways of responding to crisis. Turning her 
acute observational powers on the media, popular culture, 
and political life, Faludi unearths a barely acknowledged 
societal drama shot through with baffling contradictions, and 
offers us the opportunity to look at ourselves anew.

I Am America (And So Can You!)
Controversial and outspoken Stephen Colbert, one of 
Comedy Central television's highest-rated pundits shares 
his most deeply held knee-jerk beliefs on The American 
Family, Race, Religion, Sex, Sports, and many more 
topics, conveniently arranged in chapter form in I Am 

America (And So Can You!) ($26.99, Grand Central, 978-0-
446-58050-2). You may not agree with everything Stephen 
says, but at the very least, you'll understand that your 
differing opinion is wrong.

Protecting Our Assets
Age of Turbulence
Alan Greenspan shares a life's worth of wisdom and insight 
in The Age of Turbulence ($35, Penguin, 978-1-59420-131-8). 
He tells how we got here, what we're living through, and 
what lies over the horizon for the global economy. He 
reveals the universals of economic growth, delves into the 
specific facts as they relate to each of the major countries 
and regions of the world, and explains what the trend-lines 
of globalization are from this point forward in this 
important volume that represents his life's work.

Warren Buffett Speaks
When the world's most successful investor speaks, we're 
inclined to pay attention! Significantly updated to reflect 
Warren Buffett's life over the last decade, Warren Buffett 

Speaks ($19.95, Wiley, 978-0-470-15262-1) is a delightfully 
entertaining collection of quotes, writings, and favorite 
sayings. You’ll read Buffett's musings on subjects such as 
the Internet economy, the long-term dangers to the U.S. 
economy, running a business, and much more. 

What We Don't Know Can Hurt Us
Overtreated
Though touted as one of the best in the world, it's no secret 
that the American healthcare system has its flaws. In her 
new book, Overtreated: Why Too Much Medicine is Making Us 

Sicker and Poorer ($25.95, Bloomsbury, 978-1-58234-580-2), 
award-winning journalist Shannon Brownlee shows how our 
health care system delivers huge amounts of unnecessary 
care that is not only wasteful but can actually imperil the 
health of patients. Her message is hopeful as well, 
empowering readers to avoid the perils of overtreatment, as 
well as pointing the way to better health care for everyone.

Deception
Two of the world's most resourceful investigative journalists, 
Catherine Scott-Clark and Adrian Levy, present a chilling 
account of the world's largest clandestine network engaged in 
selling nuclear secrets in Deception: Pakistan, the United States, 

and the Secret Trade in Nuclear Weapons ($28.95, Walker & 
Co., 978-0-8027-1554-8). They reveal how a mercenary and 
illicit program managed by the Pakistani military has been 
made possible, in large part, by aid money from the United 
States, and how the sales of nuclear weapons technology to 
Iran, North Korea, and Libya were made with the clear 
knowledge of the American government. 

Leaders Worth Following
A Passion to Lead
Hall of Fame college basketball coach Jim Calhoun shares 
his secrets for success in A Passion to Lead: Seven Leadership 

Secrets for Success in Business, Sports, and Life ($24.95, St. 
Martin's, 978-0-312-36271-3). Having sent countless players 
to the NBA, UConn Coach Calhoun is known for 
producing not just great athletes but great human beings; 
he is an exceptional leader and self-made man whose 
ability to motivate and inspire young men is unsurpassed. A 
motivational tool for achieving success at work and in life.

The 100 Greatest Leadership Principles of All Time
Leslie Pockell and Adrienne Avila have compiled a unique 
collection of quotes from 100 great leaders of armies, social 
movements, political revolutions, fashion revolutions, 
businesses, and nations. You'll hear from Abraham Lincoln 
to Martin Luther King, Jr., from Napoleon to Coco 
Chanel. Sure to inspire anyone preparing to step into a 
leadership role, The 100 Greatest Leadership Principles of All 

Time ($12, Grand Central, 978-0-446-57991-9) will motivate 
readers to lead with passion and compassion.
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Octavia Books Book Club Sci-Fi Book Club
Saturday, October 20 at 10:30 am Saturday, October 13 at 10:30 am
The Whole World Over by Julia Glass Cloud Atlas by David Mitchell

Saturday, November 17 at 10:30 am Saturday, November 10 at 10:30 am
The Road by Cormac McCarthy Hacker and the Ants by Rudy Von Rucker

Thursday, October 4 at 6 pm
Ken Foster, Author Reading & Book Signing
Dogs I Have Met: And the People They Found
Ken Foster knows that a dog can change a person's life. And that several dogs can 
change even more. For The Dogs Who Found Me ($14.95, Lyons, 978-1-59921-129-9), 
the author appeared in major media interviews such as NPR's “Fresh Air” with Terry 
Gross, and received hundreds of letters and stories about other karmic canine 
rescues. Many of these heartwarming stories are compiled in this all-new follow-up to 
the original bestseller. Now, Foster introduces us to injured California pit bull Jimmy, 
among others, as well as to one woman who opened her house to 55 stray dogs.

Saturday, October 13 at 2 pm
Jean Cassels, Children's Illustrator Book Signing
Br'er Rabbit Captured! A Dr. David Harleyson Adventure
($17.95, Walker & Company, 978-0-8027-9556-4)
World-renowned painter Dr. David Harleyson and his nephew John D. are about to 
set off on another adventure. This time they're headed down South to Sandy Creek, 
where Dr. David plans on capturing the famous trickster Br'er Rabbit on canvas – a 
portrait he's always dreamed of painting. Br'er Fox has “thoughtfully” agreed to help. 

Sunday, October 14 at 1:30 pm
Rodger Kamenetz, Author Presentation & Book Signing
The History of Last Night's Dream: Discovering the Hidden Path to the Soul
~ Jewish Community Center, Uptown Campus ~
A third of our time on earth is spent sleeping. Yet our dreams, if remembered at all, 
have been relegated to nothing more than curious anecdotes. When we wake up 
from a disturbing series of images, the first thing we do is explain it away or ignore 
it. With The History of Last Night's Dream ($24.95, HarperCollins, 978-0-06-057583-
0) and Kamenetz as our guide, you will think about your dreams in an entirely new 
light and finally understand their potential to lead us on the path to the soul.

Wednesday, October 17 at 6 pm
C.C. Lockwood, Photographer/Author Presentation & Book Signing
C.C. Lockwood's Atchafalaya ($39.95, LSU Press, 978-0-8071-3259-3)
In ninety seven dazzling color photographs, Lockwood brilliantly documents the 
Atchafalaya's timeless beauty. He shows amazingly diverse and abundant wildlife, 
rookeries with thousands of egrets and herons, waters with billions of crawfish, 
and ridges with deer, squirrel and woodcock. Waters run deep in Lockwood's 
soul, as evidenced in his intimate treatment of the meandering bayous fringed 
with bald cypress trees, the many glassine lakes reflecting vegetation into double 
images, and the mighty Atchafalaya River—the lifeline of the swamp. 

Wednesday, October 24 at 6 pm
Robin Givens – Book Signing
Grace Will Lead You Home
In this brave, spirited memoir, actress Robin Givens, who may be best known for 
her abusive marriage to volatile boxer Mike Tyson in the 1980s, recounts the 
legacy of life-threatening domestic violence that has haunted her family for three 
generations and how she has managed to survive and ultimately thrive in Grace 
Will Lead You Home ($23.95, Miramax, 978-1-4013-5246-2).

Saturday, October 27 at 5 pm
Jacques Couvillon – Author Talk & Book Signing
The Chicken Dance – See review on Kids page 5.

Tuesday, October 30 at 6 pm
Double Author Reading & Book Signing
Pia Ehrhardt – Famous Fathers
Roy Kesey – All Over 
Famous Fathers ($12.50, MacAdam/Cage, 978-1-59692-235-8) is a gracefully 
disconcerting collection of stories by the winner of the 2005 Narrative Prize. 
Wavering between fidelity and freedom, the women in this sparkling debut 
collection deal with emotional damage and unhealed heartbreak by plunging into 
unusual, often bizarre, relationships. 

All Over ($13.95, Dzanc, 978-0-9793123-0-4)… “These stories by Roy Kesey, in the 

way they brilliantly blend humor and pathos, remind me of coins tossed in the air, 
turning over and over, one side cast in light, the other in darkness. His writing is 
original, fearless, strikingly funny, and clean - so clean - his words sharp enough to cut 
the eye." — Benjamin Percy, author of The Language of Elk and Refresh, Refresh

Thursday, November 1 at 4 pm
Michael Hoeye – Children's Author Reading & Book Signing
Time to Smell the Roses ($15.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-24490-2)
There's something prickly going on in the town of Thorny End, and as Hermux 
Tantamoq is about to discover, it's not just the roses. When rose magnate Androse 
deRosenquil asks him to take on an intriguing missing squirrel case, Hermux can't 
say no – and before he knows it, he's caught up in a mystery involving mutant 
bees, a rose fragrance rivalry starring cosmetics tycoon Tucka Mertslin, and 
strange incidents taking place on an uninhabited island with a troubled past.

Monday, November 5 at 6 pm
Jenna Bush – Author Talk & Book Signing
Ana's Story
Location – De La Salle High School,  5300 St. Charles Avenue
Tickets/books should be pre-purchased at Octavia Books. 
Join us as First Daughter Jenna Bush discusses and signs her debut young adult 
novel, Ana's Story ($18.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-06-137908-6), a personal account 
based on her work with UNICEF in Latin America and the Caribbean, of a girl 
who fights against all odds to survive. For ages 14+

Tuesday, November 6 at 6 pm
Paul Pines – Author Reading & Book Signing
My Brother's Madness: A Memoir
My Brother's Madness ($15.95, Curbstone, 978-1-931896-34-4) is part thriller, part 
exploration that not only describes the causes, character, and journey of mental 
illness, but also makes sense of it. It is ultimately a story of our own humanity, and 
answers the question, Am I my brother's keeper?

Thursday, November 8 at 6 pm
David Andelman – Author Talk & Book Signing
A Shattered Peace: Versailles 1919 and the Price We Pay Today
($25.95, Wiley, 978-0-471-78898-0)
Veteran correspondent David Andelman offers a compelling new perspective on the 
origin of many of today's most critical international issues. He turns the spotlight on 
the many errors committed by World War I peacemakers that ultimately led to crises 
from Iraq to Kosovo and wars from the Middle East to Vietnam. He focuses, too, on 
the small nations and minor players at Versailles, including figures such as Ho Chi 
Minh and Charles de Gaulle, who would later become boldfaced names. With a 
cautionary message for us today, he shows how world leaders dismissed repeated 
warnings from their experts and laid the groundwork for a host of catastrophic events. 

Saturday, November 10 at 6 pm
Arthur Hardy – Author Presentation & Book Signing
Mardi Gras in New Orleans: An Illustrated History
Written for the casual Carnival observer as well as the veteran Mardi Gras fan, 
Arthur Hardy gives a comprehensive pictorial account of the celebration from 
ancient times in Europe to post-Katrina New Orleans. With 350 illustrations, 
Mardi Gras in New Orleans ($ [need price], 978-0-930892-62-3) is the ultimate 
resource on the celebration, past and present.

Saturday, November 17 at 12 Noon
Joe Simmer – Tasting, Reading & Book Signing
Joe Simmer's Healthy Slow Cookin'
Come on by and taste the delicious food concocted by Joe Simmer from recipes 
included in his new cookbook, Joe Simmer's Healthy Slow Cookin' (Nov. $15.95, 2 
Martini Press, 0-9787-8231-3). With over 50 recipes for a healthy lifestyle, this 
cookbook is sure to be a classic of crock-pot cookery.

Monday, November 19 at 6 pm
Ken Wells – Author Reading & Book Signing
Crawfish Mountain
Ken Wells's highly acclaimed picaresque Catahoula Bayou novels introduced “one 
of the most compelling voices in fiction of the last decade” (Los Angeles Times). 
Now Wells is back, writing about his favorite subject – the exotic, beleaguered 
Louisiana wetlands – in a sharp, rollicking tale of corporate corruption and political 
shenanigans in Crawfish Mountain ($25.95, Random House, 978-0-375-50876-9).
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