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The Name of This Book is Secret

A Crooked Kind of Perfect

Middle School is Worse Than Meatloaf

The Curious Adventures of the Abandoned Toys

Whodunit?

Elijah of Buxton

Cass and Max Ernest are nice kids, but they're not very 
popular. When they stumble upon a mystery involving 
smelly vials of colorful ingredients, a dead magician's 
hidden diaries, and a hunt for the secret of immortality, 
you'll enjoy going along for the ride. Complete with word 
games and anagrams to be solved as you read, The Name of 

This Book is Secret ($16.99, Little, Brown, 978-0-316-11366-
3) by the mysterious author Pseudonymous Bosch will have 
everyone talking. Ages 8-12.

Ten-year-old Zoe has a vision of herself playing the piano at 
Carnegie Hall. The first snag in her plans comes when her 
Dad goes to buy a piano but comes home with an ancient 
organ instead. The wheezy organ isn't the only dark spot in 
her life: Mom works too much, Dad is usually too afraid to 
leave the house, and a very odd boy is following Zoe home 
from school. But Zoe never gives up and she finds a new 
way of looking at things in A Crooked Kind of Perfect ($16, 
Harcourt, 978-0-15-206007-7), a debut novel by former 
bookseller Linda Urban. Ages 8-12.

This is a genuine and funny look at a year in a girl's 
life, told entirely through “stuff,” from notes and 
grocery receipts to report cards and newspaper 
clippings. In Middle School is Worse Than Meatloaf 
($12.99, S&S/ginee seo books, 978-0-689-85281-7), 
Newbery Honor winner Jennifer L. Holm cleverly tells 
the story of the year when Ginny's hair turned pink, 
her dog ate her science fair project, and she got into 
trouble for throwing live frogs in class. A lot can go 
wrong between September and June! Ages 8-12.

“If a toy wants to tell you how he or she wound up in a 
dustbin, all well and good, but you can't ask. Do you see?” 
That's the advice old Doc the Bear receives when he's sent to 
the dump after a happy career as a teddy bear at the children's 
hospital. But his new friends at the dump are determined to 
make him feel welcome in his new home and soon a whole 
new life opens up in The Curious Adventures of the Abandoned 

Toys ($17.95, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-07526-7) by Julian 
Fellowes and illustrated by S.D. Schindler. Ages 9-12.

Unexplained disappearances, daring thefts, and 
perplexing mysteries fill the pages of Whodunit? Utterly 

Baffling Detective Stories ($6.95, Kingfisher, 978-0-753-
46142-6), a collection of classic and contemporary crime 
stories for young readers. Edited by Philip Pullman (The 

Golden Compass), Whodunit? is an irresistible page-
turner with Sherlock Holmes, Hercule Poirot, and others 
searching for clues. Ages 9-12.

The first child born into freedom in Buxton, Canada, Elijah 
Freeman is best known there as the boy who threw up on 
Frederick Douglass (not on purpose, of course). When a 
con man steals Elijah's friend Mr. Leroy's savings – money 
that would have gone to buy his relatives out of slavery – 
eleven-year-old Elijah goes with Mr. Leroy on a dangerous 
journey into the U.S. to get the money back. He sees first-
hand the horrors from which his parents escaped. Elijah of 

Buxton ($16.99, Scholastic, 978-0-439-02344-3) is a stunning 
novel from Newbery Medalist Christopher Paul Curtis, 
author of Bud, Not Buddy. Ages 9 & up.

The Book Thief

Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac

Zen and the Art of Faking It

Derby Girl

Extras

The New York Times bestseller by Markus Zusak, The 

Book Thief, is now available in paperback ($11.99, Knopf, 
978-0-375-84220-7). Set during World War II in Germany, 
it's the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl who 
scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing 
when she encounters something she can't resist – books. 
She learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish 
man hidden in her basement before he is marched to 
Dachau. The paperback edition includes a 16-page 
discussion guide and an interview with the author. Ages 
12 & up. 

Naomi lost the coin toss and had to go back for the yearbook 
camera. On the way she fell and hit her head. When she woke 
up in the ambulance, she couldn't remember her boyfriend 
Ace or why she loved him, and didn't know about her 
mother's new family or her dad's fiancée. But if she had 
remembered those things, she never would have met James… 
Gabrielle Zevin's wonderful novel about love and second 
chances is called Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac ($17, FSG, 
978-0-374-34946-2). Ages 12 & up.

Eighth-grader San Lee has moved around a lot. It's hard to 
fit in at a new school, but this time San decides to stop 
trying so hard. He just sits back and doesn't try to be cool. 
But one day he answers one question too many when they 
talk about Zen in History class, and suddenly he's pegged 
as the Zen master. He's cool now, but can it last? You 
might be surprised! Get cool yourself with a copy of Zen 

and the Art of Faking It ($16.99, Scholastic, 978-0-439-
83707-1) by rising star Jordan Sonnenblick. Ages 12 & up. 

Bliss Cavendar is a blue-haired misfit in the tiny town of 
Bodeen, Texas. She's having a hard time getting through to 
her mother that she has no intention of covering herself in 
rhinestones to compete in the Miss Blue Bonnet contest. 
Luckily, she finds a place where she can be totally herself – 
the roller derby league in nearby Austin. Shauna Cross's 
Derby Girl ($16.95, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-08023-0) presents 
an engaging and unique heroine who's determined to make 
her own way. Ages 12 & up. 

Australian author Scott Westerfield's acclaimed Uglies 
series (Uglies, Pretties, and Specials, now in paperback) 
takes place in a futuristic world where, in his words, 
“Everyone has an operation when they turn sixteen, making 
them supermodel beautiful. Big eyes, full lips, no one fat or 
skinny. This seems like a good thing, but it's not.” In the 
latest installment, Extras ($16.99, S&S/Simon Pulse, 978-1-
4169-5117-9), everyone's social status is constantly 
monitored and rated. You can be a celebrity in an instant. 
Think that's a good thing? Ages 12 & up.
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Tuesday, November 27 at 6 pm
Photographer Richard Sexton

Author Talk & Signing

Terra Incognita: Photographs of America's Third Coast

Saturday, December 1 at 1 pm
Joe Simmer – Tasting & Book Signing

Joe Simmer's Healthy Slow Cookin’

Until recent catastrophic events, little attention was paid 
to the landscape and ecology of the American Gulf Coast. 
Acclaimed photographer Richard Sexton's evocative black-
and-white images capture this often-overlooked 
terrain—throwing into haunting relief the marshes, forests, and bayous from the 
Mississippi River to the Florida Panhandle. Sexton focuses on the intersection 
between human culture and natural phenomena, creating a body of work attuned 
to the passage of time, loss, and renewal. Essays by museum directors J. Richard 
Gruber and John Lawrence place the images in the context of southern 
photography, while horticulturist Randy Harelson illuminates the environmental 
challenges unique to the region.

Terra Incognita ($50, Chronicle, 978-0-8118-6437-4) is the first book to so 
strikingly illustrate the vulnerability, resilience, and splendor of America's third 
coast.

According to Joe Simmer, "To enjoy the many health 
benefits of the healthy food you eat, first you have to eat it. 
That's why it is so important to you that all these recipes are 
delicious and easy to cook." 

Joe Simmer's Healthy Slow Cooking ($15.95, 2 Martini 
Press ) offers over 50 all-new slow cooker recipes (from 
White Beans in White Vermouth to Chicken with Lemon and Olives) as well as 
50+ illustrations and stories. It is sure to be a classic of crock-pot cookery.

Saturday, December 1 at 2:30 pm
Mary Fitzpatrick & Alex Lemann – Book Signing

New Orleans' Favorite Shotguns

Wednesday, December 5 at 6 pm
Editors Achy Obejas & Julie Smith

Reading & Book Signing

Havana Noir

Saturday, December 8 at 2 pm
Joy Bateman – Tasting & Book Signing

The Art of Dining in New Orleans

Friday, December 14 at 11 am
Chef John Folse - Tasting & Book Signing

After the Hunt: Louisiana's Authoritative Collection of

Wild Game & Game Fish Cookery

Shotgun houses and neighborhoods have an exceptional 
power to evoke stories and emotional memories. The 130 
images by 55 photographers present an experience 
common to almost all New Orleanians – family, friends, 
and life centered in a shotgun house. More than 50 narrators share their bonds 
with the house as children, students, renters, owners and caretakers. This is us. 
This is how we lived in the past, live today, and – at its best – hope to live in the 
future. 

New Orleans' Favorite Shotguns ($25, Preservation Resource Center of New 
Orleans, 978-0-9773165-1-9), the second book published by the Preservation 
Resource Center of New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina, is the companion 
volume to New Orleans: Life in an Epic City. All proceeds benefit rebuilding 
programs of the Preservation Resource Center, the leader in revitalizing the city's 
historic neighborhoods and architecture since 1974.

To most outsiders, Havana is a tropical sin city: a Roman 
ruin of sex and noise, a parallel universe familiar but exotic, 
and embargoed enough to serve as a release valve for 
whatever desire or impulse that has been repressed or denied. 
In the real Havana – the lawless Havana that never appears in the postcards or 
tourist guides -- the concept of sin has been banished by the urgency of need.

In the stories of Havana Noir ($15.95, Akashic, 978-1-933354-38-5) current 
and former residents of the city – some international sensations such as 
Leonardo Padura, other exciting new voices like Yohamna Despestre – uncover 
crimes of violence and loveless sex, of mental cruelty and greed, of self-
preservation and collective hysteria.

Those of us who live here know that dining out can be 
quite a spectacular experience. Please stop by for an 
afternoon recipe tasting and book signing with 
artist/author Joy Bateman in celebration of her new book, 
The Art of Dining in New Orleans ($21.95, Joy Bateman, 978-0-9773226-1-9).

Chef John D. Folse takes us back through history to 
explore how man has hunted, from cave man through 
American colonization. Discover how ancient man learns to 
create tools, nets and traps for hunting, then cultivates a 
gluttonous taste for wild game delicacies and grand game banquets that 
continue for days. From China to Egypt from Greece to Rome, the hunt was a 
revered sport that prepared men for war. Visit game parks of the noblemen 
and review the hunting privileges that were reserved for the aristocracy alone. 
Conquer the wilds of North America with early colonists and travel down the 
Mississippi River to the "Land of Louis" for a glimpse into Louisiana's 
magnificent hunting camps. 

Since Hurricane Katrina, 
PRC has renovated or is working on 153 homes in nine neighborhoods and has 
assisted thousands of homeowners with equipment, supplies, consultations, 
workshops and e-forums. 

After the Hunt ($49.95, Chef John Folse & Company, 978-0-9704-4574-2) is a 
compilation of countless historical images, dazzling color and tantalizing food 
photography that pays proper homage to Louisiana as Sportsman's Paradise 
and to the hunter of yesterday, today and tomorrow.More than 500 unique 
game and game fish recipes are included in this 870-page tome. Whether you're 
cooking wild boar or woodcock, squirrel or squab, teal or tuna, you'll find a 
unique recipe in the pages of After the Hunt. Tallyho!

513 Octavia Street, New Orleans, Louisiana  70115     •     504-899-READ (7323)  
www.octaviabooks.com     •     bookworm@octaviabooks.com

Staged each December, it provides a human-scale alternative 
to the loneliness of on-line shopping or the hassle of big box 

holiday parking lots by featuring the best of local cottage 
industries whose business reflects core values of ecology, fair 

trade, craftsmanship and personal customer service.

12 noon to 4 pm on

the first 3 Sundays of December. 

Sunday, December 2 at 12 Noon
Susan Spicer – Book Signing
Crescent City Cooking: Unforgettable Recipes from
Susan Spicer's
New Orleans Location – Festivus, William B. Reily 
parking lot, 700 Magazine Street

Crescent City Cooking ($35, Knopf, 978-1-4000-4389-7) 
includes all the recipes that have made Susan Spicer, and her restaurants, 
famous. Spicer marries traditional Southern cooking with culinary 
influences from around the world, and the result is New Orleans cooking 
with gusto and flair. 

Sunday, December 2 at 2 pm
Shanke K. Bernard -- Book Signing
TABASCO®: An Illustrated History
TABASCO ($49.95, McIlhenny, 978-0-9797808-0-6) 
examines the origin of TABASCO sauce and the first and 
only book about the McIlhenny family and company.

festivus

Festivus is a holiday market for the rest of us!


