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The Name of This Book is SeCret

Cass and Max Ernest are nice kids, but they're not very
popular. When they stumble upon a mystery involving
smelly vials of colorful ingredients, a dead magician's
hidden diaries, and a hunt for the secret of immortality,
you'll enjoy going along for the ride. Complete with word
games and anagrams to be solved as you read, The Name of
This Book is Secret ($16.99, Little, Brown, 978-0-316-11366-
3) by the mysterious author Pseudonymous Bosch will have
everyone talking. Ages 8-12.

A Crookeb Kinb of Perfect

Ten-year-old Zoe has a vision of herself playing the piano at
Carnegie Hall. The first snag in her plans comes when her
Dad goes to buy a piano but comes home with an ancient
organ instead. The wheezy organ isn't the only dark spot in
her life: Mom works too much, Dad is usually too afraid to
leave the house, and a very odd boy is following Zoe home
from school. But Zoe never gives up and she finds a new
way of looking at things in 4 Crooked Kind of Perfect ($16,
Harcourt, 978-0-15-206007-7), a debut novel by former
bookseller Linda Urban. Ages 8-12.

Mibble SChool is worse Than meatloaf

This is a genuine and funny look at a year in a girl's
life, told entirely through “stuff,” from notes and
grocery receipts to report cards and newspaper
clippings. In Middle School is Worse Than Meatloaf
($12.99, S&S/ginee seo books, 978-0-689-85281-7),
Newbery Honor winner Jennifer L. Holm cleverly tells
the story of the year when Ginny's hair turned pink,
her dog ate her science fair project, and she got into
trouble for throwing live frogs in class. A lot can go
wrong between September and June! Ages 8-12.

The Curious Abventures of the ABanboned Toys

“If a toy wants to tell you how he or she wound up in a
dustbin, all well and good, but you can't ask. Do you see?”
That's the advice old Doc the Bear receives when he's sent to
the dump after a happy career as a teddy bear at the children's
hospital. But his new friends at the dump are determined to
make him feel welcome in his new home and soon a whole
new life opens up in The Curious Adventures of the Abandoned
Toys ($17.95, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-07526-7) by Julian
Fellowes and illustrated by S.D. Schindler. Ages 9-12.

whobunit?

Unexplained disappearances, daring thefts, and
perplexing mysteries fill the pages of Whodunit? Utterly
Baffling Detective Stories ($6.95, Kingfisher, 978-0-753-
46142-6), a collection of classic and contemporary crime
stories for young readers. Edited by Philip Pullman (7he
Golden Compass), Whodunit? is an irresistible page-
turner with Sherlock Holmes, Hercule Poirot, and others
searching for clues. Ages 9-12.

Elijah of Buxton

The first child born into freedom in Buxton, Canada, Elijah
Freeman is best known there as the boy who threw up on
Frederick Douglass (not on purpose, of course). When a
con man steals Elijah's friend Mr. Leroy's savings — money
that would have gone to buy his relatives out of slavery —
eleven-year-old Elijah goes with Mr. Leroy on a dangerous
journey into the U.S. to get the money back. He sees first-
hand the horrors from which his parents escaped. Elijah of
Buxton ($16.99, Scholastic, 978-0-439-02344-3) is a stunning
novel from Newbery Medalist Christopher Paul Curtis,
author of Bud, Not Buddy. Ages 9 & up.
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The Book Thief

The New York Times bestseller by Markus Zusak, The
Book Thief, is now available in paperback ($11.99, Knopf,
978-0-375-84220-7). Set during World War II in Germany,
it's the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl who
scratches out a meager existence for herself by stealing
when she encounters something she can't resist — books.
She learns to read and shares her stolen books with her
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish
man hidden in her basement before he is marched to
Dachau. The paperback edition includes a 16-page
discussion guide and an interview with the author. Ages
12 & up.

Memoirs of a Teenage AmnesiaC

Naomi lost the coin toss and had to go back for the yearbook
camera. On the way she fell and hit her head. When she woke
up in the ambulance, she couldn't remember her boyfriend
Ace or why she loved him, and didn't know about her
mother's new family or her dad's fiancée. But if she had
remembered those things, she never would have met James...
Gabrielle Zevin's wonderful novel about love and second
chances is called Memoirs of a Teenage Amnesiac ($17, FSG,
978-0-374-34946-2). Ages 12 & up.

Zen and the Art of Faking it

Eighth-grader San Lee has moved around a lot. It's hard to
fit in at a new school, but this time San decides to stop
trying so hard. He just sits back and doesn't try to be cool.
But one day he answers one question too many when they
talk about Zen in History class, and suddenly he's pegged
as the Zen master. He's cool now, but can it last? You
might be surprised! Get cool yourself with a copy of Zen
and the Art of Faking It ($16.99, Scholastic, 978-0-439-
83707-1) by rising star Jordan Sonnenblick. Ages 12 & up.

perBy Girl

Bliss Cavendar is a blue-haired misfit in the tiny town of
Bodeen, Texas. She's having a hard time getting through to
her mother that she has no intention of covering herself in
rhinestones to compete in the Miss Blue Bonnet contest.
Luckily, she finds a place where she can be totally herself —
the roller derby league in nearby Austin. Shauna Cross's
Derby Girl ($16.95, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-08023-0) presents
an engaging and unique heroine who's determined to make
her own way. Ages 12 & up.

Extras

Australian author Scott Westerfield's acclaimed Uglies
series (Uglies, Pretties, and Specials, now in paperback)
takes place in a futuristic world where, in his words,
“Everyone has an operation when they turn sixteen, making
them supermodel beautiful. Big eyes, full lips, no one fat or
skinny. This seems like a good thing, but it's not.” In the
latest installment, Extras ($16.99, S&S/Simon Pulse, 978-1-
4169-5117-9), everyone's social status is constantly
monitored and rated. You can be a celebrity in an instant.
Think that's a good thing? Ages 12 & up.
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Gather Around the Table

The Art of Simple Food

Chef and food activist Alice Waters thinks about food in
a way that has influenced the American palate toward
local, sustainable ingredients and simple, artful cooking
for more than thirty years. In The Art of Simple Food:
Lessons and Recipes from a Delicious Revolution ($35,
Crown, 978-0-307-33679-8), you'll be at home with Alice
to discover her basic techniques, her thoughts on
ingredients, and have over two hundred of her simple
and reliable recipes.

How to Cook Everything: Vegetarian

Mark Bittman, author of the bestselling How fo Cook
Everything, is one of the country's best-known and most
widely respected food writers. Now, with How to Cook
Everything: Vegetarian ($35, Wiley, 978-0-7645-2483-7),
Bittman gives us a definitive guide to meatless meals.
With more than 2,000 recipes, you'll find Bittman's
straightforward and unfussy approach an easy and
inspirational guide to fresh and delicious meals.

All-Time Favorites

You can have a fabulous holiday season with wonderful
food and not put on pounds! Best-loved recipes from
Weight Watchers is now available in one volume for the
very fist time. You'll find everything from foods for
celebrations to tasty recipes for every day in

Weight Watchers All-Time Favorites ($29.95, Wiley, 978-0-
470-16999-5). A thoughtful gift to support someone who
is trying to eat well and feel great.

The Sharper Your Knife...

What do you do when you've been down-sized and the
rest of your life is in question? Thirty-six-year-old
Kathleen Flinn cleared out her savings and moved to
pursue her dream: a diploma from the famed Le Cordon
Blue cooking school. The Sharper Your Knife, the Less You
Cry ($24.95, Penguin, 978-0-670-01822-2) is the touching
and delightful true story of food, Paris, and the
fulfillment of a lifelong dream.

Moveable Feasts

The world is now a very small place. In any given week,
many of us will have enjoyed foods that originated in
other parts of the word. Since the earliest times, the
things we eat and drink have crossed countries and
continents. Through delightful anecdotes and astonishing
facts, Moveable Feasts: From Ancient Rome to the 21st
Century, the Incredible Journeys of the Food We Eat ($24.95,
St. Martins, 978-0-312-35535-7) by Sarah Murray delves
into history to tell the stories of our how our appreciation
of food has traveled the world.

A Beautiful Touch

The Art of Floral Arranging

A lovely floral arrangement is the perfect touch for any
room — any day of the year. From hand-tied bouquets

and seasonal arrangements to ideas for entertaining,
look to The Art of Floral Arranging ($24.95, Gibbs-
Smith, 978-1-4236-0103-6) for secrets from Eileen
Johnson and the master florists of the Flower School

New York. Enjoy the beauty of nature every day with
your own beautiful creations.
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The Gift of Friendship

The Best of Friends

When your heart is broken, how do you heal? How do
you realize your dreams without compromising yourself?
How do you reinvent yourself when it seems everything
is falling apart? And, what does it mean as an adult to be
a "best" friend? Network correspondent Sara James and
wildlife filmmaker Ginger Mauney tell us their story in
The Best of Friends: Two Women, Two Continents, and One
Enduring Friendship ($24.95, HarperCollins, 978-0-06-
077948-1).
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A New Look on Life

Mosaic
"\ In a career spanning more than twenty-five years, Amy
%ﬁ:gﬂ;f 4 Grant has won six Grammy Awards in multiple categories.
= wy GRANT In a memoir that resonates with her trademark poetic

imagery and engaging spirit, Grant presents her musings
on everyday life — friendship, marriage, motherhood, loss,
forgiveness, and new beginnings — and provides inspiring
insights into what it means to live authentically in Mosaic:
Pieces of My Life So Far ($24.95, Flying Dolphin, 978-0-385-
52289-2).

The Paris Review Interviews, II

Imagine sitting down to interview some of the literary
masters of our age — what wisdom would they share?
Editor Philip Gourevitch selected a rich, varied crop of
literary voices for The Paris Review Interviews, II ($16,
Picador, 978-0-312-36314-7). The San Francisco Chronicle
calls this edition, "4 small treasure. The interviews are
literary landmarks, and the gossip, humor, ideas, and
practical advice dispensed are bracing."

Quirkology
sy Psychology professor Richard Wiseman presents a fun,
1 clever, and unexpected picture of the human mind in
Quirkology: How We Discover the Big Truths in Small Things
(326, Basic Books, 978-0-465-09079-2). For over twenty
years, Wiseman has examined the quirky science of
everyday life, observing people from all over the world in
usual and unusual settings. A fascinating new insight to
how we think — and behave.

Any Day With Hair Is A Good Day
£,_ Michelle Rapkin's life changed when she was diagnosed
ey TIAY with Stage 4 non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in a routine visit
. ; AR 184 to the doctor's office. With wisdom, practical know-how
\" ap HAIR DA and even a little bit of humor, she shares her experiences

and lessons learned in Any Day With Hair Is A Good Hair
Day ($14.99, Center Street, 978-1-59995-705-0). A
thoughtful and uplifting gift.

Three Signs of a Miserable Job

A new year is upon us again — how will this year be
\\‘“\\' SHoMS different, better? If you or someone you care about is
s gratie 1o feeling dread going to work and suffering on the job, come
in for a copy of The Three Signs of a Miserable Job ($24.95,
Jossey-Bass, 978-0-7879-9531-7). Bestselling author and
business guru Patrick Lencioni offers a fable that gets to
the point — there are insights that can be put to use
immediately, regardless of the job situation, that shift
control and possibilities for fulfillment.
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Views from the Armchair

Journeys of a Lifetime

Sink into your favorite chair and sail away with Journeys of
a Lifetime: 500 of the World’s Greatest Trips ($40, National
Geographic Society, 978-1-4262-0125-7). With stunning
photographs, full-color maps, evocative text and useful
tips on making the most of the journey, you'll have
adventures to remember — from driving through the
Scottish highlands to trekking Mt. Kilimanjaro — just by
turning the pages.

Whatever You Do, Don't Run

If you love Bill Bryson, meet Peter Allison and pick up a
copy of his hilarious, highly original collection of essays,
Whatever You Do, Don't Run: My Adventures as a Botswana
Safari Guide ($16.95, Globe Pequot, 978-0-7627-4565-4).
From forming a friendship with the continent's most
vicious animal to the tourist who requested a repeat
performance of Allison's being charged by a lion so he
could videotape it, this Aussie entertains, story after story.

No Reservations

What can happen when one of America's best food writers
(also known as a bad-boy chef) gets an open ticket to
travel the world? Anthony Bourdain's No Reservations:
Around the World on an Empty Stomach ($34.95,
Bloomsbury, 978-1-59691-447-6) mixes outrageous
commentary with beautiful, never-before-seen photos and
mementos from a most colorful and storied cultural
ambassador. Perfect for anyone who savors food and
travel.

The Best of World Café®

NPR's World Cafe” hosted by David Dye originated in
1991 to offer listeners a new eclectic mix of musical styles
including blues, rock, folk, and alt-country. Get the best of
interviews, quotes, moments and memories with
celebrated musicians and let photographs take you behind
the scenes in The Best of World Café®: Great Conversations
from Public Radio's Most Popular Music Show ($21.95,
Running Press, 978-0-7624-2768-0).

History Alive

Alliance

Throughout WWII, Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill — the
“Big Three” — met in various permutations and locations to
hash out ways to defeat Nazi Germany. Jonathan Fenby
takes us beyond the battles and Allied generals to the
meetings and strategies that would shape the postwar world
in Alliance: The Inside Story of How Roosevelt, Stalin &
Churchill Won One War & Began Another

($28, MacAdam/Cage, 978-1-59692-253-2).

The Day of Battle

In the second volume of his epic trilogy about the liberation
of Europe in WWII, Pulitzer Prize winner Rick Atkinson
provides the definitive account of one of history's most
compelling military campaigns. In The Day of Battle: The
War in Sicily and Italy, 1943-1944 ($35, Henry Holt, 978-0-
8050-6289-2), he follows the strengthening American and
British armies as they invade Sicily, mile by bloody mile,
then fight their way north toward Rome.

ur World ...

Good Business

Growing Local Value

Local businesses strengthen the local economy. Drawing on real-world
examples from Greyston Bakery, Wild Planet Toys, and our independent
bookselling colleague Powell's Books, as well as many other companies, Laury
Hammel and Gun Denhart show how to contribute to your community and feed
a healthy bottom line in Growing Local Value: How to Build Business Partnerships
That Strengthen Your Community ($14.95, Berrett-Koehler, 978-1-57675-371-2).
You'll find inspiration, encouragement and ideas for socially responsible
entrepreneurs who believe you can make a living while making a difference.

The Engine of America

Wanting to launch your own small business or know someone who is helping
fuel your local economy? Former administrator of the Small Business
Administration (SBA) Hector Barreto and veteran journalist Bob Wagman
share wisdom, counsel, and the winning business strategies of CEOs from 50
companies in The Engine of America: The Keys to Small Business Success from
Entrepreneurs Who Have Made It! ($24.95, Wiley, 978-0-470-11013-3).

One Foot Out the Door

Some work environments are toxic — they threaten productivity and erode
possibilities for high levels of performance and satisfaction. Based on extensive
research showing how costly bad management really is, One Foot Out the Door:
How to Combat the Psychological Recession That's Alienating Employees and Hurting
American Business ($24.95, Amacom, 978-0-8144-8058-8), by Judith Bardwick,
provides an eye-opening look at what goes wrong and offers valuable strategies.

Open Questions

The Israel Lobby
M‘ John Mearsheimer of the University of Chicago and
-‘“E Stephen M. Walt of Harvard's John E Kennedy School of

Government have provoked both howls of outrage and
cheers of gratitude for challenging what has been a taboo
issue in America. In The Israel Lobby & U.S. Foreign Policy
(826, FSG, 978-0-374-17772-0), they contend that the lobby
us L_.J has far-reaching impact on America's posture throughout the
% Middle East and that the policies it has encouraged may no
longer be in the best interests of either party in what is
becoming one of the most talked-about books of the year.
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The Nine

CNN senior legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin provides a
fascinating behind-the-scenes look into the most mysterious
branch of U.S. government in The Nine: Inside the Secret
World of the Supreme Court ($27.95, Doubleday, 978-0-385-
51640-2). From the struggle of recent appointments to the
2008 election debates, Toobin uses interviews with the
Justices themselves and other insiders to help us understand
how the Court operates and the power of each appointment.

India Arriving

With the fourth largest economy in the world, the largest
youth population on Earth, and a thriving middle class,
India is growing as a preferred destination for everything
from medical tourism to foreign investment. Author Rafiq
Dossani provides an honest and revelatory look at a country
that promises to be the next major player in the world
economy in India Arriving: How This Economic Powerhouse
Is Redefining Global Business

(%24, Amacom, 978-0-8144-7424-2).




Tuesday, November 27 at 6 pm
Photographer Richard Sexton

Author Talk & Signing u

Terra Incognita: Photographs of America’s Third Coast w

Until recent catastrophic events, little attention was paid s
to the landscape and ecology of the American Gulf Coast. _—
Acclaimed photographer Richard Sexton's evocative black-
and-white images capture this often-overlooked
terrain—throwing into haunting relief the marshes, forests, and bayous from the
Mississippi River to the Florida Panhandle. Sexton focuses on the intersection
between human culture and natural phenomena, creating a body of work attuned
to the passage of time, loss, and renewal. Essays by museum directors J. Richard
Gruber and John Lawrence place the images in the context of southern
photography, while horticulturist Randy Harelson illuminates the environmental
challenges unique to the region.

Terra Incognita ($50, Chronicle, 978-0-8118-6437-4) is the first book to so
strikingly illustrate the vulnerability, resilience, and splendor of America's third

coast.
Joe Simmer's Healthy Slow Cookin’ iﬁ

According to Joe Simmer, "To enjoy the many health o
benefits of the healthy food you eat, first you have to eat it.
That's why it is so important to you that all these recipes are
delicious and easy to cook."

Joe Simmer's Healthy Slow Cooking ($15.95, 2 Martini
Press ) offers over 50 all-new slow cooker recipes (from
White Beans in White Vermouth to Chicken with Lemon and Olives) as well as
50+ illustrations and stories. It is sure to be a classic of crock-pot cookery.
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Saturday, December 1 at 1 pm
Joe Simmer - Tasting & Book Signing

Festivus is a holiday market for the rest of us!

Staged each December, it provides a human-scale alternative
to the loneliness of on-line shopping or the hassle of big box
holiday parking lots by featuring the best of local cottage
industries whose business reflects core values of ecology, fair
trade, craftsmanship and personal customer service.

festivus
2 })
I N

12 noon to 4 pm on
the first 3 Sundays of December.

Sunday, December 2 at 12 Noon

Susan Spicer - Book Signing
Crescent City Cooking: Unforgettable Recipes from
Susan Spicer’s

New Orleans Location — Festivus, William B. Reily
parking lot, 700 Magazine Street :

Crescent City Cooking ($35, Knopf, 978-1-4000-4389-7)
includes all the recipes that have made Susan Spicer, and her restaurants,
famous. Spicer marries traditional Southern cooking with culinary
influences from around the world, and the result is New Orleans cooking
with gusto and flair.

Sunday, December 2 at 2 pm
Shanke K. Bernard -- Book Signing
TABASCO?®: An Illustrated History

TABASCO ($49.95, MclIlhenny, 978-0-9797808-0-6)
examines the origin of TABASCO sauce and the first and
only book about the Mcllhenny family and company.

CTAVIA

B O O K S

513 Octavia Street, New Orleans, Lovisiana 70115 o  504-899-READ (7323)
hookworm@octaviabooks.com

www.octaviabooks.com

Saturday, December 1 at 2:30 pm
Mary Fitzpatrick & Alex Lemann - Book Signing
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New Orleans’ Favorite Shotguns

Shotgun houses and neighborhoods have an exceptional
power to evoke stories and emotional memories. The 130
images by 55 photographers present an experience
common to almost all New Orleanians — family, friends,
and life centered in a shotgun house. More than 50 narrators share their bonds
with the house as children, students, renters, owners and caretakers. This is us.
This is how we lived in the past, live today, and — at its best — hope to live in the
future.

New Orleans' Favorite Shotguns ($25, Preservation Resource Center of New
Orleans, 978-0-9773165-1-9), the second book published by the Preservation
Resource Center of New Orleans since Hurricane Katrina, is the companion
volume to New Orleans: Life in an Epic City. All proceeds benefit rebuilding
programs of the Preservation Resource Center, the leader in revitalizing the city's
historic neighborhoods and architecture since 1974.Since Hurricane Katrina,
PRC has renovated or is working on 153 homes in nine neighborhoods and has
assisted thousands of homeowners with equipment, supplies, consultations,
workshops and e-forums.

Wednesday, December S at 6 pm
Editors Achy Obejas & Julie Smith
Reading & Book Signing

Havana Noir

To most outsiders, Havana is a tropical sin city: a Roman
ruin of sex and noise, a parallel universe familiar but exotic,
and embargoed enough to serve as a release valve for
whatever desire or impulse that has been repressed or denied.
In the real Havana — the lawless Havana that never appears in the postcards or
tourist guides -- the concept of sin has been banished by the urgency of need.

In the stories of Havana Noir ($15.95, Akashic, 978-1-933354-38-5) current
and former residents of the city — some international sensations such as
Leonardo Padura, other exciting new voices like Yohamna Despestre — uncover
crimes of violence and loveless sex, of mental cruelty and greed, of self-
preservation and collective hysteria.

Saturday, December 8 at 2 pm o

Joy Bateman - Tasting & Book Signing
The Art of Dining in New Orleans '| o~

Those of us who live here know that dining out can be L% @ -
quite a spectacular experience. Please stop by for an o — !::__-;.;
afternoon recipe tasting and book signing with
artist/author Joy Bateman in celebration of her new book,

The Art of Dining in New Orleans ($21.95, Joy Bateman, 978-0-9773226-1-9).

Friday, December 14 at 11 am
Chef John Folse - Tasting & Book Signing
After the Hunt: Louisiana’s Authoritative Collection of

Wild Game & Game Fish Cookery

Chef John D. Folse takes us back through history to
explore how man has hunted, from cave man through
American colonization. Discover how ancient man learns to
create tools, nets and traps for hunting, then cultivates a
gluttonous taste for wild game delicacies and grand game banquets that
continue for days. From China to Egypt from Greece to Rome, the hunt was a
revered sport that prepared men for war. Visit game parks of the noblemen
and review the hunting privileges that were reserved for the aristocracy alone.
Conquer the wilds of North America with early colonists and travel down the
Mississippi River to the "Land of Louis" for a glimpse into Louisiana's
magnificent hunting camps.

After the Hunt ($49.95, Chef John Folse & Company, 978-0-9704-4574-2) is a
compilation of countless historical images, dazzling color and tantalizing food
photography that pays proper homage to Louisiana as Sportsman's Paradise
and to the hunter of yesterday, today and tomorrow.More than 500 unique
game and game fish recipes are included in this 870-page tome. Whether you're
cooking wild boar or woodcock, squirrel or squab, teal or tuna, you'll find a
unique recipe in the pages of After the Hunt. Tallyho!




