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The Last Runaway
Unlike Tracy Chevalier’s Girl 
With a Pearl Earring, her latest 
novel is a fictional foray into 
the American past, bringing to 
life the nderground Railroad 
and illuminating the principles, 
passions and realities that fueled this 
extraordinary freedom movement.  
Honor Bright is a modest English Quaker who moves to 
Ohio in 1850, only to find herself alienated and alone in a 
strange land. Sick from the moment she leaves England, 
and fleeing personal disappointment, she is forced by 
family tragedy to rely on strangers in a harsh, unfamiliar 
landscape. In her new home, Honor discovers that principles 
count for little, even within a religious community meant 
to be committed to human equality. However, drawn into 
the clandestine activities of the nderground Railroad, a 
network helping runaway slaves escape to freedom, Honor 
befriends two surprising women who embody the remarkable 
power of defiance. Eventually she must decide if she too 
can act on what she believes in, whatever the personal costs. 
The Last Runaway ($26.95, Dutton, 978-0-525-95299-2) will 
vividly engage you with an iconic part of American history.

Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker
Jennifer Chiaverini presents a stunning 
account of the friendship that blossomed 
between Mary Todd Lincoln and her 
seamstress, Elizabeth “Lizzie” Keckley, 
in Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker  ($26.95, 
Dutton, 978-0-525-95361-6). Keckley, a 
former slave who gained her professional 
reputation in Washington, D.C. by 
outfitting the city’s elite, made history by 
sewing for the First Lady within the White 
House, a trusted witness to many private 
moments between the President and his 
wife. The relationship between the two 
women quickly evolved, as Keckley was 

drawn into the intimate life of 
the Lincoln family, supporting 
Mary Todd Lincoln throughout 
her personal losses. Keckley 

eventually pieced together a tribute 
known as the Mary Todd Lincoln 
Quilt. But her subsequent memoir 

created a scandal that compelled 
Mary Todd Lincoln to sever all ties. 

In this impeccably researched, engrossing novel, Chiaverini 
brings history to life in rich, moving style.

The Husband List
Caroline Maxwell longs for adventure, passion, and most 
of all, true love. She would like nothing more than to join 
her brother, Eddie, and his friend, Jack Culhane, who are 
off seeing the world, buying up businesses and building 
wildly successful careers. Instead, Caroline is stuck at home 
frightening off the men her mother hopes will ask for 
her hand in marriage. Set in ew ork City in 1894, The 
Husband List  ($27.99, St. Martin’s, 978-0-312-65132-9), by 
the bestselling writing duo of Janet Evanovich and Dorien 
Kelly, is an American gilded age romantic mystery. It evokes 
memories of the lavish lifestyles and social expectations of 
the anderbilts and Rockefellers – a time when new money 
from the Americas married Old World social prestige and 
privilege. A little intrigue and a lot of romance await
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New Orleans Chef’s Table 
ew Orleans continues to be a most delicious city, from its fi nest 

white tablecloth restaurants to homey mom and pop cafes and chic 
new eateries — and there’s a place at the table waiting for you. 
Restaurants are our spiritual salve, our meeting place to connect, 
converse, consume, and of course, plan the next meal. With recipes 
for the home cook from over 50 of the city’s most celebrated 

restaurants and showcasing 100 beautiful full-color photos, New Orleans Chef’s 
Table ($24.95, Lyons Press, 978-0-7627-8140-9) is the ultimate gift and keepsake 
cookbook.

Specular Wickedness
From 1897 to 1917 the red-light district of Storyville 
commercialized and even thrived on New Orleans’s 
longstanding reputation for sin and sexual excess. This 
notorious neighborhood, located just outside of the French 
Quarter, hosted a diverse cast of characters who refl ected the 
cultural milieu and complex social structure of turn-of-the-
century New Orleans, a city infamous for both prostitution and 
interracial intimacy. By looking at prostitution through the lens 
of patriarchy in the aftermath of the Civil War, Emily Epstein 
Landau’s Spectacular Wickedness ($39.95, LSU Press, 978-0-8071-5014-6) shows 
Storyville’s salacious and eccentric subculture played a signifi cant role in the way 
New Orleans constructed itself during the New South era.

The “Baby Dolls”: Breaking the Race and Gender 
Barriers of the New Orleans Mardi Gras 
One of the fi rst women’s organizations to mask in a Mardi Gras 
parade, the Million Dollar Baby Dolls redefi ned the ew Orleans 
carnival tradition. Tracing their origins from Storyville brothels and 
dance halls to their re-emergence in post-Katrina New Orleans, 
author Kim Vaz uncovers the fascinating history of the raddy-
walking, shake-dancing, cigar-smoking, money-fl inging ladies that 
strutted their way into a predominantly male establishment in The 

“Baby Dolls” ($22.95, LSU Press, 978-0-8071-5070-2). Her book celebrates these 
organizations’ crucial contribution to Louisiana’s cultural history.

Wallpaper City Guide New Orleans
The Wallpaper City Guides offer a precise, informative, 
insider’s checklist of all you need to know about the world’s 
most intoxicating cities. Now, Phaidon Press has turned to 
New Orleans to spotlight the best restaurants, bars and hotels 
(including which rooms to request) to the most extraordinary 
stores and sites, and the most enticing architecture and design. 
Come take a look at the new Wallpaper City Guide New Orleans 
($9.95, Phaidon, 978-0-7148-6429-7).

New Orleans: A Food Biography 
Beignets, Po Boys, gumbo, jambalaya, Antoine’s. At last, this 
world-class destination has its own food biography. Elizabeth M. 
Williams, a New Orleans native and founder of the Southern Food 
and Beverage Museum, takes readers through the history of the 
city, showing how the natural environment and people have shaped 
the cooking we all love in New Orleans: A Food Biography ($45, 
Altamira Press, 978-0-7591-2136-2). 

LOCAL FLAVORS
Over the last several months, it’s 

been gratifying to see so many of our 
customers in the bookstore selecting gifts 
and meeting others who said they were 
specifi cally here to “Shop Local.” Many 
independent bookstores are experiencing 
a renaissance — so much for the mass 
media predicting the death of the printed 
book and community bookstores! We 
thought you’d like an insider’s view of the 

fascinating dynamics... to fi ll in your own thoughts about the future of books 
and bookstores.

Nearly all of us now are carrying around devices that supposedly help us 
navigate and manage our daily lives. Yet the prediction that being able to 
read on a screen would eliminate the need and desire for reading in print 
has not played out to the extent once imagined. A poll conducted by Digital 
Reader reported in ovember that thirty-fi ve percent of respondents “only 
used their device once” before putting it away or selling it. Of this group, 22% 
received it as a gift they neither needed nor wanted, and 25% said they simply 
preferred to read in print. 

Here’s what we’re hearing directly from many of you about books, reading, 
and bookstores...

 holding a printed book “feels good”

 “I read on a screen all day...when I’m home I want to relax with a ‘real’ book”

 a beautiful book is a wonderful gift to give  and receive

 storytime with picture books is not only a most cherished childhood
 memory, but also a favorite way to spend time with your children

 you’ve begun declaring “all screens off” to preserve family time

 searching for a “good read” is so much easier in the bookstore than 
 navigating millions of titles online

 “If I fall asleep reading, I don’t have to worry about breaking a 
 ‘real’ book if it falls off my lap”

Over time, it’s been fascinating to witness the adoption of technology 
balanced with some sense of wanting to hold onto what we’ll call the 
“comforts of reading” with a print book. We see electronic books co-existing 
with print books now and into the future. That’s why at Octavia Books we’re 
offering both printed and electronic books. Millions of e-books are available 
through our website; and if you want an e-reader that allows you to still buy 
locally, look to the Kobo reader from Octavia Books. Or, for reading e-books 
on other devices, please set up a Kobo account as an Octavia Books customer 
by following the links on our website. No matter how you want to read your 
next book, please stop here fi rst.

So, will we see the demise of community bookstores? There’s no doubt 
that there is increased pressure on independent bookstores. We need to work 
harder to earn your loyalty, give you reasons to come into the store more 
often, and provide the fabulous books you’ll want to read, own, and give to 
others. When you think of us fi rst for a book or gift, you’ll invest in our local 
economy and cast your vote to keep a bookstore in our community. 

Thank you so much for sharing your thoughts about books and reading, 
for allowing us to be your bookstore, and choosing to shop at Octavia Books 
for all your reading and gift-giving needs — whatever the format. We are so 
grateful you choose to Shop Indie and we look forward to seeing you soon in 
the bookstore!
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1356
Rich with colorful characters, great adventure, and thrilling 
confl ict, Bernard Cornwell’s latest book in his Grail Quest 
series, 1356  ($28.99, Harper, 978-0-061-96967-6), is a tale 
of how the quest for a holy relic with the power to change 
history may culminate in an epic struggle. Thomas of 
Hookton has orders to uncover the lost sword of Saint Peter, 
a weapon with mystical powers. But the French seek the 
weapon as well. Thomas and his men, his enemies, and the 
fate of the sword converge in a maelstrom of violence, action, 
and heroism.

Parlor Games
In the early 1900s, The Pinkerton Detective Agency dubbed 
May Dugas the “Most Dangerous Woman,” branding her a 
crafty blackmailer and ruthless seductress. Author Maryka 
Biaggio has spun this tidbit of truth into an entertaining 
account of May’s life in Parlor Games ($25.95, Doubleday, 
978-0-385-53622-6). We’re left to ponder whether the 
real May Dugas was a cold-hearted swindler or simply a 
resourceful provider for her poor family.

A Good American
Speaking no English, Frederick & Jette Meisenheimer set 
sail from Germany in 1904 for “the promised land,” and wind 
up in Beatrice, Missouri. As they attempt to assimilate, they 
meet all kinds of characters in this story that chronicles the 
life of four generations of family. A Good American  ($16, 
Berkley, 978-0-425-25317-5), by Alex George, is a novel about 
being an outsider – in your country, in your hometown, and 
sometimes even in your own family. It is a universal story 
about our search for home. Avail. 2/5

The Painted Girls
Two Parisian sisters fi nd their lives upended after their 
father’s sudden death in 1878. Without his wages, eviction 
from their lodgings seems imminent. With few options for 
work, Marie throws herself into dance and is soon modeling 
in the studio of Edgar Degas. Antoinette fi nds work as an 
extra in a stage production, but must choose between honest 
labor and more profi table avenues offered by a dangerous 
lover. In the end, each will come to realize that her salvation, 
if not survival, lies with the other in The Painted Girls  ($27.95, 
Riverhead, 978-1-594-48624-1), by Cathy Buchanan.

Suspect
After an assault that killed his partner and nearly killed him 
as well, LAPD cop Scott James is unfi t for duty – until he 
meets his new partner. But Maggie, a German shepherd 
who survived three tours in Iraq and Afghanistan before 
losing her handler, has PTSD as bad as Scott’s. As they set 
out to investigate, the journey will take them both through 
the darkest moments of their own personal hells. Suspect  
($27.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-16148-3), by Robert Crais, is a 
masterpiece of suspense.

Shadow Woman
Lizette Henry wakes up one morning, but doesn’t recognize 
the face she sees in the mirror. She remembers what she 
looks like, but her refl ection is someone else’s. To add to 
the shock, two years seem to have disappeared from her 
life. Someone has gone to great and inexplicable lengths to 
keep those missing years hidden forever. Linda Howard’s 
latest, Shadow Woman ($27, Ballantine, 978-0-345-50693-1), 
is a thrilling and sensual new novel of romance, suspense, 
intrigue . . . and memories that can kill.

Insane City
Dave Barry’s fi rst novel in more than a decade, Insane City 
($26.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-15868-1), had Stephen King 
laughing so much that he fell out of his chair. Two days 
before he’s to be married, Seth Weinstein has absolutely no 
idea what he’s about to get into. Russian gangsters, angry 
strippers, a desperate Haitian refugee on the run, and an 
eleven-foot albino Burmese python named Blossom are 
only a few things Seth and his friends will have to deal with.

Daddy Love
As Dinah Whitcomb and her young son Robbie look for 
her car in a mall parking lot, an itinerant preacher who calls 
himself “Daddy Love” severely injures Dinah and kidnaps 
Robbie. Renamed Gideon, Robbie is slowly brainwashed 
into believing that he is Daddy Love’s real son, and any time 
the boy resists or rebels it is met with punishment beyond his 
wildest nightmares. When he learns the fate of Daddy Love’s 
other “sons,” Robbie sees just what lengths he must go to 
in order to have any chance at survival. Daddy Love ($24, 
Mysterious Press, 978-0-802-12099-1), by acclaimed novelist 
Joyce Carol Oates, is a gripping psychological thriller.

History
 Brought to Life

� rillers 
with a Twist 
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Satisfying Stories 
The Storyteller
Sage Singer becomes friends with Josef Weber, an old man 
who’s particularly beloved in her community. One day he asks 
Sage for a favor: to kill him. Shocked, Sage refuses...but then 
he tells her he deserves to die. Once he reveals his secret, Sage 
wonders if he’s right. In The Storyteller  ($28, Atria, 978-1-439-
10276-3), best-selling author Jodi Picoult poses some thought-
provoking questions: Can someone who’s committed a truly 
heinous act ever redeem themselves with good behavior? 
Should you offer forgiveness to someone if you aren’t the party 
who was wronged? If Sage even considers his request, is it 
murder or justice? Avail. 2/26

The Drowning House
After a personal tragedy, photographer Clare Porterfi eld returns 
to her hometown in Galveston, Texas, where she will have the 
time and space to search for answers about her troubled past and 
a century-old mystery over her family’s complicated relationship 
with the wealthy and infl uential Carraday family. The Drowning 
House  ($25.95, Nan Talese, 978-0-385-53586-1) is author 
Elizabeth Black’s suspenseful inquiry into dark family secrets.

A Week in Winter
Stoneyville is a small town on the coast of Ireland where all the 
families know each other. When Chicky decides to take an old 
decaying mansion, Stone House, and turn it into a restful place 
for a holiday by the sea, the town thinks she is crazy. In A Week in 
Winter ($26.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-27357-4), Maeve Binchy returns 
with a cast of characters you will never forget when they all spend 
a winter week together on holiday. Avail. 2/12

Mistress of My Fate
Set during a period of revolution and turmoil, Mistress of 
My Fate  ($25.99, Grand Central, 978-1-455-51180-8) is the 
fi rst book in a trilogy by Hallie Rubenhold about Henrietta 
Lightfoot, a young woman who was abandoned as a baby 
and raised alongside her cousins, noble children of a lord and 
lady. At just sixteen years old, circumstance and a passionate 
love affair tear Henrietta away from everything she knows, 
leading to a new life fending for herself on the streets of 18th 
century London as a courtesan, gambler, and spirited intellect 
of the city.

Indiscretion
Harry and Maddy Winslow are quite the golden couple – she 
is an heiress, he is a gifted writer. One summer, they meet 
Claire, and are taken by her intelligence and youthful naivete, 
just as Claire is drawn by their magnetism. When Maddy 
discovers Harry’s affair with Claire, a miserable face-off 
ensues. Charles Dubow’s story of love, lust, deception, and 
betrayal, Indiscretion  ($25.99, Wm Morrow, 978-0-062-20105-
8), is narrated by Maddy’s childhood friend Walter, whose 
unrequited love further complicates matters. It’s a sensual 
page-turner that explores having it all and the consequences 
of wanting more. Avail. 2/5

Schroder
Attending a New England summer camp, young Eric 
Schroder – a fi rst-generation East German immigrant – 
adopts the last name Kennedy to more easily fi t in, a fateful 
white lie that will set him on an improbable and ultimately 
tragic course. Years later, amid a heated custody battle, he 
attempts to outrun the law with his six-year-old daughter in 
tow. Schroder ($21.99, Twelve, 978-1-455-51213-3), by Amity 
Gaige, offers a meditation on history and fatherhood, and the 
many identities we take on throughout our lives. Avail. 2/5

A Memory of Light
When Robert Jordan died in 2007, readers feared that 
concluding scenes from his Wheel of Time series would never 
be written. But working from notes left by Jordan and editorial 
help from his widow, established fantasy writer Brandon 
Sanderson stepped in to complete the masterwork. A Memory 
of Light  ($34.99, Tor Books, 978-0-765-32595-2) will delight, 
enthrall, and deeply satisfy all of Jordan’s legions of readers.
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Homeland
Cory Doctorow, co-editor of Boing Boing, continues the story 
of the bestselling and multi-award-winning cult favorite Little 
Brother with Homeland ($17.99, Tor, 978-0-765-33369-8). 
Marcus is working as a webmaster for a politician when his 
girlfriend Masha hands him a fl ash drive fi lled with whistle-
blowing data about corporate and governmental corruption. 
Doctorow again takes on the hot-button issues of politics and 
technology in this captivating sequel. Avail. 2/5 

Prodigy
In the highly anticipated sequel to Marie Lu’s Legend, June 
and Day make their way to Las Vegas where they join the rebel 
Patriot group and become involved in an assassination plot 
against the Elector in hopes of saving the Republic. Prodigy 
($17.99, Putnam, 978-0-399-25676-9), the second installment 
of the trilogy, is action adventure at its best -- with a cinematic 
climax.

Just One Day
When sheltered American good girl Allyson “LuLu” Healey 
fi rst meets laid-back Dutch actor Willem De Ruiter at an 
underground performance of “Twelfth Night” in England, 
there’s an undeniable spark. Yet when she wakes up after 
a whirlwind day in Paris to discover that Willem has left, 
Allyson embarks on a year-long journey to come to terms 
with the narrow confi nes of her life. Gayle Forman’s Just One 
Day ($17.99, Dutton, 978-0-525-42591-5) shows how we can 
transform and shape our lives through travel and literature.

Eleanor & Park
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is 
the story of two star-crossed misfi ts – smart enough to 
know that fi rst love almost never lasts, but brave and 
desperate enough to try. When Eleanor meets Park, 
you’ll remember your own fi rst love – and just how hard 
it pulled you under. The Voice of Youth Advocates calls 
Rainbow Rowell’s Eleanor & Park ($18.99, Griffi n, 978-
1-250-01257-9) “a stunning debut from a promising new 
author.” Avail. 2/26

My Brother’s Book
Fifty years after Where the Wild Things Are was published 
comes the last book Maurice Sendak completed before his 
death in May 2012. With infl uences from Shakespeare and 
William Blake, Sendak pays homage to his late brother, Jack, 
whom he credited for his passion for writing and drawing. My 
Brother’s Book ($18.95, HarperCollins, 978-0-062-23489-6), 
fi lled with poetry and illustrations, also stands as a fi nal tribute 
to Sendak’s genius. Avail. 2/5

    

When I Was a Child I Read Books
Marilynne Robinson (Housekeeping) has built a sterling 
reputation not only as a major American novelist but also a 
rigorous thinker and an incisive essayist. When I Was a Child 
I Read Books: Essays ($15, Picador USA, 978-1-250-02405-3) 
offers beautiful and intelligent writing on education, culture, 
and our national character and reminds us once again why she 
is regarded as one of the most remarkable modern writers. 
 

Here and Now
Although Paul Auster and J. M. Coetzee had been reading 
each other’s books for years, the two writers did not meet until 
2008. Not long after, Auster received a letter from Coetzee, 
suggesting they begin exchanging letters on a regular basis and, 
“God willing, strike sparks off each other.” Over the course of 
three years, their letters touched on nearly every subject, from 
sports to fatherhood, fi lm festivals to incest, philosophy to 
politics, from the fi nancial crisis to art, death, family, marriage, 
friendship, and love. Here and Now: Letters 2008-2011 ($27.95, 
Viking, 978-0-670-02666-1) is an intimate and often amusing 
portrait of the friendship between two great writers. Avail. 3/7

Creating Room to Read
Ten years ago, John Wood left a lucrative career with 
Microsoft to help change the world. In 1999, at the age of 
thirty-fi ve, Wood founded the non-profi t Room to Read. 
Today, he’s written about raising money in a challenging 
economy, managing expansion, and working to provide books 
to impoverished children around the world whose lives have 
been ravaged by war or neglected because of their gender. 
Room to Read: A Story of Hope in the Battle for Global Literacy 
($27.95, Viking, 978-0-670-02598-5) is Wood’s inspiring 
business model and blueprint for doing good. Avail. 2/7

Young 
  & Adult

The 
Reading Life
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Open This Little Book
Everyone loves story time, even the animals! You 
just never know what you’ll fi nd ... a fun story, 
lovable characters, amazing art. Debut author Jesse 
Klausmeier and master book creator Suzy Lee have 
combined their creative visions to craft a seemingly 
simple book about colors for the very youngest 
readers, an imaginative exploration of the art of book-
making for more sophisticated afi cionados, and a 

charming story of friendship and the power of books for 
all in Open This Little Book ($16.99, Chronicle, 978-0-811-86783-2). Ages 3-6

Polar Bear Morning
On a chilly bright morning, a polar bear cub awakes inside 
her cozy den. She hears the seagulls’ far-away calls and 
clambers out into the day. Suddenly a snowy something 
tumbles down a little snow hill. She sees a snowy face, 
snowy paws, and snowy fur. What can it be  Gentle, 
refreshing and witty too, Lauren Thompson’s Polar 
Bear Morning ($16.99, Scholastic, 978-0-439-69885-6) is 
another winner. Ages 3-6

Lucky Ducklings
“It was Early one morning, Mama Duck takes her 
babies for a walk. But one by one, Mama’s little 
ducklings get separated when they disappear into the 
slats of the town’s storm drain. How three fi remen and 
a pickup truck rush to their rescue makes for a vivid 
and exciting drama that children will return to over 

and over again. In Lucky Ducklings ($16.99, Orchard, 978-0-439-44861-1), 
award-winning artist ancy Carpenter and veteran author Eva Moore have 
created a delightful new classic from a true rescue story. Ages 4-7. Avail. 2/1

Cheer Up, Mouse!
Mouse’s friends have a brilliantly simple idea on how to 
cheer him up. They go to the extremes by fl apping and 
fl uttering, splashing and leaping, but it’s Chipmunk, who 
has been quiet on the sidelines, that comes up with the 
solution  a simple but heartfelt hug. Jed Henry’s sweet 
illustrations and verse swing readers up and down in 
Cheer Up, Mouse! ($12.99, HMH, 978-0-547-68107-8). A 
perfect pick-me-up that is sure to warm hearts. Ages 4-8

The Very Fairy Princess Follows Her Heart
After spending weeks making valentines for all 
of her family and friends, self-proclaimed fairy 
princess Gerry takes the wrong folder to school 
and must fi nd another way to tell her classmates 
how they sparkle. The Very Fairy Princess Follows 
Her Heart ($16.99, Little Brown, 978-0-316-18559-
2), the latest in the bestselling series by mother-

and-daughter writing team Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton and 
illustrated by Christine Davenier, is a perfect story to celebrate the ways we 
say “I love you ” Ages 3-6

Trixie Ten
Trixie Ten has nine brothers and sisters, each of 
them noisy in his or her own way. Tired of her noisy 
siblings, Trixie Ten packs her bag and creeps away 
into the night in search of somewhere quiet. But 
it isn’t long until she begins to feel lonely . . . and 
realizes she’s actually much happier back where she 
belongs ... with her noisy family. Sarah Massini’s 
Trixie Ten ($16.99, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09520-3) 
is a sweet reminder that we can move beyond occasional 
irritations to appreciate being family. Ages 4-7. Avail. 2/5

Why Noah Chose the Dove
” oah was a righteous man,” says Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, so he and his family were to be saved from 
the fl ood. But rumor had it that only the best of all 
living creatures were to be taken aboard the Ark 
with oah. Singer (1902-1991), winner of the obel 
Prize for Literature, retells this classic story in Why 
Noah Chose the Dove ($7.99, Square Fish, 978-1-250-
02199-1) with new dimension. ibrant illustrations 

by award-winning artist Eric Carle (The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar) make this a “must” for a child’s library. Ages 7-9. Avail. 2/5

Who Says Women Can’t Be Doctors?
In the 1830s, when a girl named Elizabeth Blackwell 
was growing up, women were supposed to be wives and 
mothers. Career options were few. Certainly no women 
were doctors. But Elizabeth refused to accept the 
common beliefs that women weren’t smart enough to 
be doctors. Tanya Lee Stone’s Who Says Women Can’t Be 
Doctors? ($16.99, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09048-2) shows 
how the fi rst female doctor proved her detractors wrong 
and opened doors for future generations of women. Ages 5-8. Avail. 2/19

Lucky Ducklings
“It was Early one morning, Mama Duck takes her 
babies for a walk. But one by one, Mama’s little 
ducklings get separated when they disappear into the 
slats of the town’s storm drain. How three fi remen and 

The Very Fairy Princess Follows Her Heart
After spending weeks making valentines for all 
of her family and friends, self-proclaimed fairy 
princess Gerry takes the wrong folder to school 
and must fi nd another way to tell her classmates 

realizes she’s actually much happier back where she 
belongs ... with her noisy family. Sarah Massini’s 
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irritations to appreciate being family. Ages 4-7. Avail. 2/5
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Open This Little Book
Everyone loves story time, even the animals! You 
just never know what you’ll fi nd ... a fun story, 
lovable characters, amazing art. Debut author Jesse 
Klausmeier and master book creator Suzy Lee have 
combined their creative visions to craft a seemingly 

charming story of friendship and the power of books for 

Why Noah Chose the Dove
” oah was a righteous man,” says Isaac Bashevis 
Singer, so he and his family were to be saved from 
the fl ood. But rumor had it that only the best of all 
living creatures were to be taken aboard the Ark 
with oah. Singer (1902-1991), winner of the obel 

Yay for
storytime!
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Find a
Quiet Corner

Amelia Bedelia Means Business
When Suzanne, the new girl in Amelia Bedelia’s class, arrives 
at school riding the most beautiful bicycle in the whole 
world, Amelia Bedelia decides she wants a new bike, too. 
But Amelia Bedelia’s mom says that a bike like Suzanne’s 
is so expensive it will cost an arm and a leg! What? Amelia 
Bedelia doesn’t want to give away one of her arms and one 
of her legs. She’ll need both arms to steer her new bike, and 
both legs to pedal it. Amelia Bedelia captures our hearts once 
again in Amelia Bedelia Means Business ($15.99, Greenwillow, 
978-0-062-09497-1) by Herman Parish. Ages 7-9

The Boardwalk Mystery
The Aldens are visiting the New Jersey shore and enjoying 
the beach and the boardwalk attractions. A family friend has 
just bought an amusement pier, and the children are excited 
to help out. But there are rumors that the rides aren’t 
safe, and someone has stolen a zombie from the haunted 
house  Can the Boxcar Children fi nd out what’s behind 
all the trouble? Find out in The Boardwalk Mystery ($5.99, 
Albert Whitman, 978-0-807-50803-9) by Gertrude Chandler 
Warner, #131 in this favorite series. Ages 8-11. Avail. 3/1

Road Trip
Dad and Ben haven’t been getting along recently and Dad 
hopes a road trip to rescue a border collie will help them 
reconnect. But Ben is on to Dad’s plan and invites Ben’s 
thuggish buddy, Theo. The family dog, Atticus, comes along 
too and the story is told by Ben and Atticus. When their truck 
breaks down, they commandeer an old school bus, along with 
its mechanic, Gus. Next, they pick up Mia, a waitress escaping 
a tense situation. Only sharp-eyed Atticus realizes that Theo 
is on the run — and someone is following them. Hop on 
board Gary Paulsen’s Road Trip ($12.99, Wendy Lamb, 978-0-
385-74191-0) and enjoy the adventure! Ages 10-13

The Bird King
If you love sketching, doodling, and drawing, you’ll love 
Shaun Tan’s The Bird King: An Artist’s Notebook ($19.99, 
Arthur A. Levine Books, 978-0-545-46513-7). The award-
winning illustrator and writer shares personal refl ections 
along with new sketches and what we see is his brilliance 
when it comes to visual storytelling. Come take a look at this 
stunning new book. Ages 10-14. Avail. 2/1

The Apothecary
The fi rst novel for young readers by acclaimed author 
Maile Meloy (A Family Daughter) features a 14-year-old 
American girl whose life is unexpectedly transformed 
when she moves to London in 1952 and gets swept up 
in a race to save the world from nuclear war. Blending 
history, culture, and “magical” science, The Apothecary 
($7.99, Puffi n, 978-0-142-42206-9) will sweep you away 
with its memorable characters, humor, and mystery. 
Ages 10+. Avail. 2/12

Hokey Pokey
Welcome to Hokey Pokey, a place and a time when 
childhood is at its best: games to play, bikes to ride, 
experiences to be had. But when one of the biggest kids, 
Jack, has his beloved bike stolen – by a girl, no less – his 
entire world, and the world of Hokey Pokey, turns to 
chaos. In Hokey Pokey ($15.99, Knopf, 978-0-375-83198-
0), master storyteller Jerry Spinelli has written a dazzling 
inventive fable of growing up and letting go. Ages 10+

Navigating Early
At the end of World War II, Jack Baker, a landlocked 
Kansas boy, is suddenly uprooted after his mother’s 
death and placed in a boy’s boarding school in Maine. 
There, Jack encounters Early Auden, the strangest of 
boys, who reads the number pi as a story. When the 
boys fi nd themselves unexpectedly alone at school, they 
embark on a quest on the Appalachian Trail in search 
of the great black bear. Travel along in Navigating Early 
($16.99, Delacorte, 978-0-385-74209-2), another stunning 
novel by Newbery Medalist Clare Vanderpool (Moon 
Over Manifest). Ages 10-13 

Cinder
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by 
a ruthless lunar people, Cinder, a gifted mechanic and 
cyborg, becomes involved with handsome Prince Kai and 
must uncover secrets about her past in order to protect 
the world. Marissa Meyer’s Cinder ($9.99, Square Fish, 
978-1-250-00720-9) is a fresh, futuristic, and brilliant take 
on the Cinderella story. Ages 13-18
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Women’s Lives, 
Women’s Words

That Woman
Acclaimed biographer Anne Sebba offers an eye-
opening account of the American divorcee notorious 
for allegedly seducing a British king off his throne. 
That Woman: The Life of Wallis Simpson, Duchess 
of Windsor ($17.99, Griffi n, 978-1-250-02218-9), tells 
the story of Bessie Wallis Warfi eld, born in 1896 in 
Baltimore. Neither beautiful nor brilliant, she endured 
an impoverished childhood, which fostered in her a 
burning desire to rise above her circumstances. Sebba 
shines light on this captivating and complex woman. 
Avail. 2/5

Everybody Matters
Mary Robinson served as the fi rst female president 
of Ireland 1990-1997 and as nited ations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights from 1997-2002. She 
has spent her life in pursuit of a fairer world, becoming a 
powerful and infl uential voice for human rights around the 
globe. Displaying a gift for storytelling and remembrance, 
Robinson shares what has guided her life from the 
earliest days and what lies beneath her vision, strength, 
and determination in Everybody Matters ($26, Walker & 
Company, 978-0-802-77964-9). A fascinating and inspiring 
story. Avail. 3/5

Her
Christa Parravani and her identical twin, Cara, were 
linked by a bond that went beyond siblinghood, beyond 
sisterhood, beyond friendship. Raised up from poverty 
by a determined single mother, they strove to earn their 
way to a prestigious college and to careers and marriage. 
Haunted by childhood experiences with father fi gures, 
Cara veered off the path to depression, drugs, and a 
shocking early death, leaving Christa plagued with the 
knowledge that 50 percent of surviving twins also die 
within two years, given the same circumstances. Her ($26, 
Henry Holt, 978-0-8050-9653-8) is Parravani’s story of her 
triumphant struggle for survival. Avail. 3/5

When Women Were Birds
“I am leaving you all my journals, but you must promise 
me you won’t look at them until after I’m gone.” This is 
what Terry Tempest Williams’s mother told her a week 
before she died. In When Women Were Birds ($15, Picador 

SA, 978-1-250-02411-4), Williams recounts memories 
of her mother, ponders her own faith, and explores the 
question: What does it mean to have a voice? A wise, 
meditative, and beautiful gift book to share with friends. 
Avail. 2/26

She Matters
Searing and superbly written, Susanna Sonnenberg’s 
She Matters: A Life in Friendships ($24, Scribner, 978-
1-439-19058-6) illuminates the friendships that have 
infl uenced, nourished, inspired, and haunted her  and 
sometimes torn her apart. Each has its own lessons that 
Sonnenberg seeks to understand. This electrifying book 
is testimony to the emotional signifi cance of the intense 
bonds between women, whether shattered, shaky, or 
unbreakable.

Saturday Night Widows
Meet the “Saturday ight Widows” – six marriages, six 
heartbreaks, one shared beginning. In her forties  a 
widow, too young, too modern to accept the role  Becky 
Aikman struggled to make sense of her place in an altered 
world and formed a group of other young widows to help 
learn how to live past the worst thing they thought could 
ever happen. In an uplifting story of what friends can 
achieve when they hold each other up, Saturday Night 
Widows ($26, Crown, 978-0-307-59043-5) is a rare book 
that will make you laugh, think, and remind yourself that 
despite the utter unpredictability and occasional tragedy of 
life, it is also precious, fragile, and often more joyous than 
we recognize.

Servants’ Hall
Margaret Powell’s Below Stairs, a servant’s fi rsthand 
account of life in the great houses of England, became a 
sensation among readers reveling in the luxury and subtle 
class warfare of the hit television series “Downton Abbey.” 
In Servants’ Hall ($22.99, St. Martin’s, 978-1-250-02929-4), 
Powell tells the true story of Rose, the underparlour maid 
to the Wardham Family at Redlands, who eloped with the 
family’s only son, Mr. Gerald. Going from rags to riches, 
Rose fi nds herself caught up in a maelstrom of gossip, 
incredulity and envy among her fellow servants.

 

“Word by word, the language of women
so often begins with a whisper.”

 Terry Tempest Williams
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Coolidge
Amity Shlaes (The Forgotten Man) delivers a provocative 
reexamination of America’s thirtieth president, Calvin 
Coolidge, and the decade of unparalleled growth that the 
nation enjoyed under his leadership in Coolidge ($35, Harper, 
978-0-061-96755-9). After a divisive period of government 
excess and corruption, Coolidge restored national trust in 
Washington and achieved what few other peacetime presidents 
have  he left offi ce with a federal budget smaller than the one 
he inherited. At once a revision of man and economics, Coolidge 
is a gesture to the country we once were and reminds us of 
qualities we had forgotten and can use today. Avail. 2/12

The President’s Club
The Presidents Club was born at Dwight Eisenhower’s 
inauguration when Harry Truman and Herbert Hoover fi rst 
conceived the idea. Over the years that followed — and to this 
day  the presidents relied on, misunderstood, sabotaged, and 
formed alliances with one another that changed history. Nancy 
Gibbs and Michael Duffy unravel the secret confi dences, the 
shared scars, and the private cease-fi res in The President’s Club: 
Inside the World’s Most Fascinating Fraternity ($18, S&S, 978-1-
439-12772-8), an enlightening, inside look at a hidden world. 
Avail. 2/12   

The Hour of Peril
In February of 1861, just days before he assumed the 
presidency, Abraham Lincoln faced a “clear and fully-matured” 
threat of assassination as he traveled by train from Springfi eld 
to Washington for his inauguration. Over a period of thirteen 
days the legendary detective Allan Pinkerton worked feverishly 
to detect and thwart the plot, assisted by a captivating young 
widow named Kate Warne, America’s fi rst female private eye. 
Daniel Stashower recreates the gripping story, revealing the 
secrecy and controversy of the “Baltimore Plot” in The Hour of 
Peril ($26.99, Minotaur, 978-0-312-60022-8).

The Encore Career
Until recently, most Americans equated the end of a successful 
career with the beginning of retirement. o more. ow we 
want to stay in the game (or better, change the game). We 
want to leave a mark, make a difference, and continue to make 
money. If you’ve met the new year with a hope of using your 
experience and skills for personal change, look to The Encore 
Career ($15.95, Workman, 978-0-761-16762-4) to inspire and 
direct your efforts as you begin a new chapter.

The World Until Yesterday
Jared Diamond (Guns, Germs, and Steel) provides a mesmerizing 
fi rsthand picture of the human past as it had been for millions of 
years — a past that has mostly vanished — and considers what 
the differences between that past and our present mean for our 
lives today. The World Until Yesterday ($36, Viking, 978-0-670-
02481-0) is Diamond’s most personal book to date, as he draws 
extensively from his decades of fi eld work in the Pacifi c islands 
and beyond. His fi ndings of the solutions to universal human 
problems such as child rearing, elder care, dispute resolution, 
risk, and physical fi tness have much to teach us. 

The Future
From his earliest days in public life, Al Gore has been warning 
us of the promise and peril of emergent truths — no matter 
how “inconvenient” they may seem to be. As absorbing as it is 
visionary, The Future ($30, Random House, 978-0-812-99294-6) 
identifi es the emerging forces that are reshaping our world and 
offers a sober, learned, and ultimately hopeful forecast. 

Contagious
Why do some ideas and products catch on, go viral, and 
capture more word of mouth than others  Dynamic young 
marketing professor Jonah Berger, of the Wharton Business 
School, draws on his research to explain the six steps that 
make products or ideas contagious in Contagious ($26, S&S, 
978-1-451-68657-9). Filled with fascinating stories and insights 
valuable for anyone who wants their message remembered  
and shared. Avail. 3/5  

 Understanding  
      Our World
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  Shopping Indie!
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On Looking
In her giant bestseller Inside of a Dog, Alexandra Horowitz 
taught us to imagine the worlds of our pets. In On Looking: 
Eleven Walks with Expert Eyes ($27, Scribner, 978-1-439-19125-
5) she encourages us to pull away from our multi-tasking 
lives to attend to the joys of the unattended – the perceived 
“ordinary” – so we no longer are sleepwalkers in our own 
lives, but rediscover the amazing things within our world each 
moment of our lives.

Astonished
Beverly Donofrio, bestselling memoirist (Riding in Cars with 
Boys), examines her mid-life search for meaning in Astonished: 
A Story of Evil, Blessings, Grace, and Solace ($25.95, Viking, 
978-0-670-02575-6). Living in a vibrant, picturesque Mexican 
town where she practiced yoga, drank margaritas, and took 
salsa lessons, Donofrio awoke one night to fi nd a rapist 
holding a knife to her throat. Facing denial, anger, mourning, 
and vulnerability from the experience of a life-shattering 
event, she wrote to get it all out into the open. Astonished is a 
hopeful gift to all of us who search to heal and learn to love 
life again. Avail. 3/7

Vintage Wedding Style
For every bride who dreams of making her special day both 
personal and meaningful, mixing personal touches with the 
elegance of yesteryear, give her a copy of Vintage Wedding 
Style ($30, Chronicle, 978-1-452-10209-2). This gorgeous book 
with simple DIY projects by wedding stylist Elizabeth Demos 
shows brilliant ways to create an unforgettable wedding with a 
hint of vintage charm.   

The Beautiful Edible Garden
If you’ve admired the artful pots and gardens that creatively 
incorporate vegetables, fruits, fl owers and herbs, look to The 
Beautiful Edible Garden ($19.99, Ten Speed, 978-1-607-74233-3) 
for inspiration for planning this year’s garden. Leslie Bennett 
and Stefani Bittner, co-founders of the Star Apple Edible + 
Fine Gardening landscape design fi rm, will show you how to 
blend edibles and ornamentals for gorgeous and productive 
results from your yard and patio spaces. Avail. 2/26

True Love
Come take a look at this heartwarming book and we bet 
you’ll know more than a few animal lovers who will adore 
the uplifting true accounts from the animal kingdom. Author 
Rachel Buchholz, a longtime editor with National Geographic 
Kids, shares some of her most favorite touching stories of 
siblings, parents and children, best friends, and romance in 
True Love: 24 Surprising Stories of Animal Affection ($9.95, 
National Geographic Society, 978-1-426-21036-5). This is a 
guaranteed-to-please Valentine’s Day gift! 

The Shape of My Heart
We love the simple messages found in children’s picture books 
and wanted to call your attention to a beautiful new book that 
stands as a valentine to read any day of the year. The Shape of 
My Heart ($14.99, Bloomsbury USA, 978-1-599-90962-2) by 
Mark Sperring and illustrated by Alys Paterson is fi lled with 
vivid objects and poetry that allow us to see the world in a 
whole new way. Ages 2-5

The Secrets of Happy Families
Bestselling author Bruce Feiler and his wife are like many 
families — struggling over how to deal with family dinners, 
caring for elderly parents, and juggling demanding jobs. In 
search of ways in which families manage daily demands and 
still enjoy one another, he talked with and learned from others 
who brought practices from their professions into family life 
with tremendous results. The Secrets of Happy Families ($25.99, 
Wm. Morrow, 978-0-061-77873-5) is practical, wise, and 
inspirational for developing healthy dynamics and growing in 
happiness together. Avail. 2/19

who brought practices from their professions into family life who brought practices from their professions into family life who brought practices from their professions into family life who brought practices from their professions into family life 
with tremendous results. 

Living
& Loving

Happy Valentine’s Day!Happy Valentine’s Day!
Books... the perfect gift to open again & again.



James Wilson recommends
Tiger Rag by Christopher Nicholas

icholas mixes fi ction and fact in the compelling, easy-to-read dual 
narrative in Tiger Rag ($26, Dial, 978-1-4000-6921-7). After a messy 
divorce and the death of her mother, Ruby decide to reconnect with 
her troubled daughter, Devon, by taking her on a business trip to 
New York City.  In 1904 Charles “Buddy” Bolden records 1 song —
3 takes. What happened to those recordings, if indeed they actually 
exist  As the story unfolds Devon learns more about her mother and 
grandmother than she ever knew before and how her family is deeply 
connected to both New Orleans and King Bolden. Nicholas does a 
wonderful job of giving a voice and character to early Jazz pioneers 
and I found those parts of the book the most interesting. 

MAY WE RECOMMEND...

Out of the Easy  
Josie, the 17-year-old daughter of a French Quarter 
prostitute, is striving to escape 1950 New Orleans and enroll 
at prestigious Smith College when she becomes entangled 
in a murder investigation. Out of the Easy ($17.99, Philomel, 
978-0-399-2-5692-9) by Ruta Sepetys is the eagerly 
anticipated follow-up to Between Shades of Gray.

Orleans 
After a string of devastating hurricanes and a severe 
outbreak of Delta Fever, the Gulf Coast has been 
quarantined. Now, years later, a new primitive society 
has been born over the wall. In Orleans ($17.99, 
Putnam, 978-0-399-2-5294-5), Sherri Smith (Flygirl) 
delivers an expertly crafted novel about a fi erce heroine 
with a powerful voice and fi rm determination. Ages 
12+. Avail. 3/7

Unbroken
A year ago, Rebecca Brown escaped death in a New Orleans 
cemetery. Now she has returned to this haunting city, looking 
forward to seeing Anton Grey, the boy who may or may not 
have her heart. But she also meets a ghost: a troubled boy 
who insists only she can help him. Paula Morris (Ruined, 
Dark Souls) returns with another entertaining ghost story in 
Unbroken ($17.99, Point, 978-0-5454-1641-2). Ages 12+

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Saturday, February 16, 10:30 am
Dark Places
by Gillian Flynn
Gillian Flynn’s debut novel, Sharp Objects, was 
an Edgar Award fi nalist and the winner of two of 
Britain’s Dagger Awards. In a scorching follow-up, 
the sole survivor of a family massacre is pushed 
into revisiting a past she’d much rather leave 
alone in Dark Places ($14, Three Rivers, 
978-0-3073-4157-0). 

Saturday, March 16, 10:30 am
Check for this month’s selection online at OctaviaBooks.com.

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
FEBRUARY —

ENJOY THE MARDI GRAS FESTIVITIES!
WE’LL TAKE A BREAK AND RESUME IN MARCH.

Saturday, March 9, 10:30 am
The Wave in the Mind
by Ursula K. Le Guin
Join us as we discuss The Wave in the Mind 
($22.95, Shambhala, 978-1-5903-0006-0),
a collection of engaging and diverse nonfi ction 
writings from the beloved, award-winning author 
— talks and essays at the crossroads of literature, 
feminism, social critique, and creative vision. 

BOOK CLUBS
Out of the Easy 
Josie, the 17-year-old daughter of a French Quarter 
prostitute, is striving to escape 1950 New Orleans and enroll 
at prestigious Smith College when she becomes entangled 
in a murder investigation. 
978-0-399-2-5692-9) by Ruta Sepetys is the eagerly 
anticipated follow-up to 

Unbroken
A year ago, Rebecca Brown escaped death in a New Orleans 
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forward to seeing Anton Grey, the boy who may or may not 
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who insists only she can help him. Paula Morris (
Dark Souls
Unbroken
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Shop locally at OctaviaBooks.com!

Kids Events

EDWARD BRANLEY
Legendary Locals of New Orleans
Thursday, January 31, 6 pm

Join us for a presentation and book signing with Edward J. Branley, a former history 
teacher and independent scholar who continually discovers (and shares) the wonders of his 
hometown. His latest book, Legendary Locals of New Orleans ($21.99, Arcadia, 978-1-4671-
0039-7) pays homage to unique and fascinating individuals from sailors and privateers, 
musicians to war heroes. 

CORY DOCTOROW
Homeland
Wednesday, February 20, 6 pm

Please join us for a special evening with Cory Doctorow featuring his new book, Homeland 
($17.99, Tor, 978-0-7653-3369-8), the sequel to the New York Times bestselling Little Brother. 
In Doctorow’s wildly successful Little Brother,  young Marcus allow was arbitrarily detained 
and brutalized by the government in the wake of a terrorist attack on San Francisco — an 
experience that led him to become a leader of the whole movement of technologically clued-in 
teenagers, fi ghting back against the tyrannical security state. ow working as a webmaster for a 
reform-minded politician, Marcus faces ethical dilemmas when his ex-girlfriend hands him a thumb drive with 
whistle-blowing data about corporate and governmental malffeasance in Doctorow’s latest thriller.  

ANDREI CODRESCU
So Recently Rent a World: New & Selected Poems
Friday, February 22, 6 pm

Raconteur, poet and NPR commentator Andrei Codrescu joins us for a very special evening 
with his newest work So Recently Rent a World ($22, Coffee House Press, 978-1-5668-9300-8), 
a collection that traverses subjects from aging to consumerism and religion to mass media. 
Brilliantly irreverent and funny,  yet deeply insightful, his poems illuminate Codrescu’s 
acerbic tone and outsized personality and capture the best of his oeuvre. Come, listen, 
and be entertained! 

MARK STATMAN
Black Tulips
Monday, February 25, 6 pm

Join us to welcome Mark Statman and learn about the fascinating life and poems of Jos  Mar a 
Hinojosa, a long-forgotten member of Spain’s famed Generation of ’27. Hinojosa above all is 
a profound poet of human love in all its manifestations, as celebrated in nature and as clung 
to amid the mesh of war and suffering. His surrealist poetry contrasted with his right wing 
politics, causing him to break with the group during the Spanish Republic. He was assassinated 
by Republican sympathizers in 1936 and his writing disappeared from Spanish culture until the 
end of the 20th century. In Black Tulips ($18.95, Uno Press, 978-1-6080-1088-2), Statman makes
a selection of his poems available in English for the very fi rst time.

KID CHEF ELIANA
Cool Kids Cook
Saturday, March 9, 1:30 pm
Kid Chef Eliana keeps the good times rolling in this kid-friendly cookbook of Louisiana 
cuisine, Cook Kids Cook ($14.95, Pelican, 978-1-4556-1762-3). With nearly thirty exciting 
recipes from meat pies to boudin balls to Mardi Gras king cake, Eliana undertakes a 
culinary journey exploring unique gastronomic traditions from all regions of the state. 
With Eliana’s help, your delicious dishes are sure to satisfy the taste buds of all ages! 

AIMEE AGRESTI
Infatuate & Illuminate — Gilded Wings Novels
Tuesday, March 12, 5 pm
Agresti’s gripping debut teen novel Illuminate ($17.99, Harcourt, 978-0-5476-2614-7) 
opens up the world of Haven, a shy, brainy high school outcast interning at a hotel who 
discovers that the hotel staff has an evil agenda planned for classmates on prom night. 
Infatuate ($17.99, Harcourt, 978-0-5476-2615-4), the second book in the angel series, takes 
Haven to New Orleans, where she faces off with a formidable group of demons known as 
‘The Krewe.’ Join us to meet Aimee Agresti and learn about what inspires her writing of 
the romantic, mysterious, and other-worldly adventures! 

MICHAEL SHUMAN
Stay Local Event
Local Dollars, Local Sense
Tuesday, February 26, 6 pm
How do you invest your hard-earned dollars these days  Come listen to Michael 
Shuman, author of Local Dollars, Local Sense  How to Shift our Money from Wall Street 
to Main Street and Achieve Real Prosperity ($17.95, Chelsea Green, 978-1-6035-8343-5). 
An economist, attorney, author, entrepreneur, and Director of Research and Marketing 
for Cutting Edge Capital, Shuman probes the future of investing — making the case for 
investors to put their money into building local businesses and food and energy systems, 
and otherwise creating healthy regional economies that meet the stresses of a post-peak-oil world.

DANIEL BROOK
A History of Future Cities
Thursday, February 28, 6 pm
Please join us for a presentation and book signing with  journalist Daniel Brook celebrating 
the release of his new book, A History of Future Cities ($27.95, Norton, 978-0-3930-7812-1), 
a pioneering exploration of four cities where East meets West and past becomes future: St. 
Petersburg, Shanghai, Mumbai, and Dubai. Brook both explains globalization’s long march 
and takes an inspiring look into the possibilities of our Asian Century. 

SARAH CARR
Hope Against Hope
Tuesday, March 5, 6 pm
Education reporter Sarah Carr joins us to address one of America’s most pressing 
concerns,  education reform, and what she discovered in New Orleans that is emblematic 
of our national debate about charter schools. In Hope Against Hope 
($27, Bloomsbury, 978-1-6081-9490-2), Carr tracks a teenaged student, an idealistic new 
teacher, and a dedicated new principal in post-Katrina New Orleans, allowing us to see 
what’s needed to truly improve our schools.

ELSE HAHNE & Local Musicians
The Gravy: In the Kitchen with New Orleans Musicians
Thursday, March 7, 6 pm
With forty-four fi rst-person accounts from musicians and more than two hundred 
photographs, Else Hahne’s The Gravy ($29.95, 978-0-9883-9600-5) digs into the deep 
connections between New Orleans music and food. Almost every musical genre in New 
Orleans is represented in these pages: jazz and brass, bounce and blues, Cajun and 
zydeco, singer-songwriter and Mardi Gras Indian music, hard rock and indie rock, hip-hop and rap, funk 
and pop, rhythm ’n’ blues, electronica, and world music. Mark your calendar to join us for a presentation 
and book signing with Hahne and local musicians featured in the book. 

DIANNE DE LAS CASSAS
The Little “Read” Hen
Saturday, March 16, 1:30 pm
When the Little “Read” Hen’s friends won’t help her write an “eggcellent” story, she 
doesn’t let it ruffl e her feathers  Dianne de Las Cassas’ The Little “Read” Hen ($16.99, 
Pelican, 978-1-4556-1702-9) is a fun literary spin on a beloved folk tale that is perfect 
for aspiring young writers interested in learning how their own fl edgling ideas can hatch 
into a polished story. Come listen to the story and meet the author!

MICHAEL HEARST
Unusual Creatures
Thursday, March 21, 6 pm
With humor and fl air, Michael Hearst introduces us to a wealth of extraordinary 
life-forms. Which animal can be found at the top of Mount Everest, 10,000 feet under 
the sea, and in your backyard? Which animal poops cubes? Which animal can disguise 
itself as a giant crab? These fascinating facts and hundreds more await curious minds, 
amateur zoologists, and anyone who has ever wondered about a funny-looking animal. 
Join us for this fun program with composer, multi-instrumentalist and author Michael 
Hearst and his book Unusual Creatures: A Mostly Accurate Account of Some of Earth’s 
Strangest Animals ($16.99, Chronicle, 978-1-4521-0467-6) for kids age 8 to 12.
And in case learning about hagfi sh slime isn’t enough to pique your interest, Hearst 
will also perform a few songs inspired by the animals on such odd-ball instruments 
as the theremin and the stylophone.


