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A Tale for the
Time Being
In Tokyo, sixteen-year-old Nao has 
decided there’s only one escape 
from her aching loneliness and her 
classmates’ bullying. But before 
she ends it all, Nao fi rst plans to 
document the life of her great
grandmother, a Buddhist nun who has 
lived more than a century. A diary is Nao’s only solace –
and it will touch lives in ways she can scarcely imagine. Across 
the Pacifi c, we meet Ruth, a novelist living on a remote island 
who discovers a collection of artifacts washed ashore in a 
Hello Kitty lunchbox – possibly debris from the devastating 
2011 tsunami. As the mystery of its contents unfolds, Ruth is 
pulled into the past, into Nao’s drama and her unknown fate, 
and forward into her own future. Filled with acclaimed author 
Ruth Ozeki’s signature humor and deeply engaged with the 
relationship between writer and reader, past and present, 
fact and fi ction, history, and myth, A Tale for the Time Being 
($28.95, Viking, 978-0-670-02663-0) is a brilliantly inventive, 
beguiling story of our shared humanity and the search
for home

Life After Life
What if you could live again and again, 
until you got it right? On a cold and 
snowy night in 1910, Ursula Todd is born 
to an English banker and his wife. She 
dies before she can draw her fi rst breath. 
On that same cold and snowy night, 
Ursula Todd is born, lets out a lusty wail, 
and embarks upon a life that will be, to 
say the least, unusual. For as she grows, 
she also dies, repeatedly, in a variety of 
ways, while the young century marches on 
towards its second cataclysmic world war. 
Does Ursula’s apparently infi nite number 
of lives give her the power to save the 

world from its inevitable destiny? 
And if she can, will she? Kate 
Atkinson is at her best in Life 
After Life ($27.99, Reagan Arthur, 

978-0-316-17648-4), a darkly 
comic, startlingly poignant, and 
utterly original novel. Avail. 4/2

A Constellation of Vital  
Phenomena

When Ann Patchett raves about a debut novel, we pay 
attention! And Anthony Marra caught her attention with A 
Constellation of Vital Phenomena ($26, Hogarth, 978-0-770-
43640-7). In the fi nal days of December 2004, in a small rural 
village in Chechnya, eight-year-old Havaa hides in the woods 
when her father is abducted by Russian forces. Fearing for her 
life, she fl ees with their neighbor Akhmed – a failed physician 
– to the bombed-out hospital, where Sonja, the one remaining 
doctor, treats a steady stream of wounded rebels and refugees 
and mourns her missing sister. Over the course of fi ve 
dramatic days, Akhmed and Sonja reach back into their pasts 
to unravel the intricate mystery of coincidence, betrayal, and 
forgiveness that unexpectedly binds them and decides their 
fate. Marra’s brilliant debut about the transcendent power of 
love in wartime shows how it can cause us to become greater 
than we ever thought possible. Avail. 5/7
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The Original Tuxedo Jazz Band 
In 1910, the Tuxedo Jazz Band played its fi rst show at the Tuxedo 
Dance Hall in Storyville under Oscar Celestin. The popular 
ensemble went on to play all over New Orleans, as well as across 
the South and the nation. In 1953, it became the fi rst jazz band 
to play the White House. The band has punctuated jazz history 
and produced some of the most memorable musicians of the past 
century: Bob French, Albert French, William Ridgley, Octave 
Crosby, Louis Armstrong and more. Author Sally Newhart has 

written a defi nitive and captivating history of the band from inception to present, 
including oral histories, archival photos, discography and a previously unpublished 
complete list of members since 1910 in The Original Tuxedo Jazz Band ($19.99, 
History Press, 978-1-6261-9007-8).

New Roads and Old Rivers
In New Roads and Old Rivers ($45, LSU Press, 978-0-8071-
4544-9) you’ll be captivated by the natural and cultural vitality 
of Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana, as seen in the stunning 
photographs of Richard Sexton, with text by Randy Harelson 
and Brian Costello. Pointe Coupee is one of the oldest 
settlements in the Mississippi Valley, dating to the 1720s. 
French for “a place cut off,” the name refers to the area’s three oxbow lakes, 
separated from the Mississippi over centuries. A peninsula edged by the Mississippi 
and Atchafalaya rivers, Pointe Coupee remains a land rich in Creole heritage, 
distinct in geographical beauty, and abounding in historic homes and farms.

Shoot the Money 
From Chris Wiltz (The Last Madam: A Life in the New Orleans 
Underworld) comes an edgy novel, a racy gumbo of suspense, 
comedy, and “sisters-in-crime.” Karen and Raynie are roommates 
hiding from sticky pasts. When vengeful gangsters and old 
boyfriends descend, Karen can’t hide from the Miami thug who 
wants his money back and Raynie’s would-be rapist gets a gun 
and goes on a rampage. To top it off, Karen’s boss, LaDonna, has 
a young lover with a new idea that turns dangerous. The three 

women unite. They’ve got the money, they’re smart, they’re daring, and they’ve 
got a gun. Shooting somebody would be way too easy. Shoot the Money ($14.99, 
Premiere Digital, 978-1-6246-7112-8) poses the dilemma of what money can do for 
and to those who have it, who lose it, or who pursue it.  

Boudin: A Guide to Louisiana’s Extraordinary Link
In a region boasting of numerous decadent culinary attractions, 
boudin--a simple, yeoman sausage of cooked pork, rice, onions, 
and seasonings--stands out as an iconic and defi ning food of 
Cajun Louisiana.  Written by Robert Carriker (aka Dr. Boudin), 
Boudin ($20, UL Press 978-1-9357-5420-6), serves as a guide 
to understanding the history of this extraordinary link, its 
transcendent cultural signifi cance, and when and where to get it. Each
featured location’s overview is accompanied by mouthwatering photographs
from photographer Denny Culbert.
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Part of the mind-expanding experience 
of reading is coming across new words. It’s 
interesting to consult the dictionary and 
imagine how the word became known — and 
why we might have not come across it before. 
Whenever the Oxford Dictionary committee 
reports new words of the year, it’s clear that 
language is constantly changing and evolving.

What is captivating in today’s technology-
obsessed culture is the new acronym “FOMO” ... Fear of Missing Out. We found the 
reference in an article about a young woman who decided to opt out of social media 
because she had found it too exhausting to keep up. Her decision prompted her 
friends to express their concern that she’d “miss out.” Perhaps you too are receiving 
multiple invitations to join new online forums. How much screen time is enough?   

From a broad perspective, reconsidering our choices and thinking about where we 
might be missing out on this grand journey of life is quite healthy. How do we use the 
precious time we have in our day? How can we have more meaningful conversations 
with people we admire and enjoy? Where can we fi nd the words, the messages, the 
stories, and the insights that enrich our lives, give us reasons to smile, and help us 
grow beyond the minutiae and the trivial?

This spring, we will celebrate two very noteworthy occasions — National Poetry 
Month in April and World Book Night on April 23rd. In this issue of the newsletter, 
we’ve chosen to spotlight Alice Walker’s new collection of poetry, The World Will 
Follow Joy (page 5), as well as a collection of favorite poetry chosen by Caroline 
Kennedy, Poems to Learn by Heart (page 6). In a fast-paced world, poetry is a 
wonderful invitation to rest for just a moment while you breathe in beautiful words. 
It’s easy to recognize how we’ve been missing out once we lose ourselves in a poem. 

The second World Book Night celebrated in the United States will take place 
on Tuesday, April 23rd. Why does World Book Night exist? Reading for pleasure 
improves literacy, actively engaging emerging readers in their desire to read. Reading 
changes lives, improves employability, social interaction, enfranchisement, and can 
have a positive effect on mental health and happiness. Book readers are more likely to 
participate in positive activities such as volunteering, attending cultural events, and even 
physical exercise. Or more simply put, books are fun — and they can be life-changing.

Imagine that there still are people who have never experienced the pure joy of 
reading — and some who have never owned a book. We applaud the publishers who 
have funded this worthy program. More than 2.5 million books will be given away 
to those around the globe who don’t regularly read. Imagine how many people will 
realize that they’ve been missing out when they get absorbed in a wonderful book! To 
learn more about World Book Night, visit www.us.worldbooknight.org.

If you have volunteered to be a giver for World Book Night, thank you for joining 
with us and others on this important project. Octavia Books will again be a local 
distribution point. Stay tuned for details regarding picking up books and discussing 
plans for getting them into the hands of potential readers. 

All of us who read have been given a valuable gift. As we look to Mother’s Day, 
upcoming graduations, birthdays, anniversaries, new babies and other special 
occasions, we hope you’ll give books as a thought-fi lled and lasting gift. In this issue 
of the newsletter and upon our shelves at Octavia Books there are plenty we are 
happy to recommend.

Enjoy springtime and the many reasons to savor your time to read. We look 
forward to seeing you soon!
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Fever
In the hands of award-winning writer Mary Beth Keane, Fever 
($26, Scribner, 978-1-451-69341-6), the story of “Typhoid 
Mary,” is extraordinarily reimagined. Mary Mallon was a 
headstrong Irish immigrant with a coveted talent for cooking. 
Working in the kitchens of the upper class, she left a trail of 
disease in her wake, and defi ed a Health Department edict 
that she never work as a cook again. Early 20th-century New 
York comes to life in this retelling of a forgotten life.

Middle C
Almost 20 years in the making, William Gass’s new novel, 
Middle C ($28.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-70163-3), investigates 
the nature of human identity and the ways in which each 
of us is several selves. Coping with his father’s mysterious 
disappearance after fl eeing Nazi Germany, Joseph Skizzen 
fabricates a life for himself in small-town Ohio with a fantasy 
goal: creating the Inhumanity Museum. His fear that the 
human race might not survive has been replaced by the fear 
that it will endure. The title refers to music, but also speaks 
to middle class anxieties, mid-20th century catastrophes, and 
middle of the pack intelligence.

Equal of the Sun
Few people know of the powerful and charismatic women 
in the Muslim world. Based loosely on the Shah’s daughter, 
Princess Pari, and set in 1576, Equal of the Sun ($17, Scribner, 
978-1-451-66047-0) is a riveting story of political intrigue that 
brings one extraordinary woman to light. Anita Amirrezvani 
is a master storyteller, whose characters defy or embrace their 
destiny in a Machiavellian game played by those who lust for 
power and will do anything to attain it.

Paris: The Novel
In his previous work, grand master of the historical novel 
Edward Rutherfurd has escorted us to New York, London, 
and Ireland. Now, his portrait of the City of Light, Paris: The 
Novel ($32.50, Doubleday, 978-0-385-53530-4), is a sweeping 
saga of love, war, art, and intrigue. Moving back and forth in 
time across centuries, the story unfolds through intimate and 
vivid tales of self-discovery, divided loyalties, passion, and 
long-kept secrets of characters both fi ctional and real, all set 
against the backdrop of Paris. Avail. 4/23

Life After Life
Jill McCorkle s fi rst novel in seventeen years, Life After Life 
($24.95, Shannon Ravenel, 978-1-565-12255-0), is alive with 
the daily triumphs and challenges of the residents and staff 
of Pine Haven Estates, a retirement facility now home to a 
good many of Fulton, North Carolina’s older citizens. Their 
lives are connected through their present circumstances, 
their pasts, and, in some cases, their deaths. We celebrate the 
blessings and wisdom of growing old in this story fi lled with 
hope and laughter.

Fly Away
Kristin Hannah calls attention to the modern female soldier 
– prepared for war but unprepared to return home and be 
a parent – in her latest novel, Fly Away ($27.99, St. Martin’s 
Press, 978-0-312-57721-6). An emotionally complex, heart-
wrenching story about love, motherhood, loss, and new 
beginnings, Hannah reminds us that where there is life, there is 
hope, and where there is love, there is forgiveness. Avail. 4/23

Summerland
What begins as a graduation night celebration ends in tragedy 
after a horrible car crash leaves the driver, Penny Alistair, 
dead, and her twin brother in a coma. The other passengers are 
physically unhurt – but the emotional damage is overwhelming. 
Questions linger about what happened before Penny took the 
wheel. As summer unfolds, startling truths are revealed about 
the survivors and their parents. In Summerland ($14.99, Reagan 
Arthur, 978-0-316-09989-9), Elin Hilderbrand explores the 
power of community, family, and honesty, and proves that even 
from the ashes of sorrow new love can take fl ight.

The Interestings
The summer that Nixon resigns, six teenagers at a summer 
camp for the arts become inseparable. Decades later the
bond remains powerful, but so much else has changed. In
The Interestings ($27.95, Riverhead, 978-1-594-48839-9),
Meg Wolitzer follows these characters from the height of 
youth through middle age, as their talents, fortunes, and 
degrees of satisfaction diverge. In her inimitable style, Wolitzer 
explores the nature of envy; the roles of class, art, money, and 
power; and how all of it can shift and tilt precipitously over the 
course of a friendship and a life. Avail. 4/9

Now In
Paperback

Now In
Paperback

Historical
Sagas

How We
Live Our Lives
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Full of Suspense 
Don’t Go
Bestselling author Lisa Scottoline is well-known for her 
emotionally-charged novels that feature strong women, but 
Don’t Go ($27.99, St. Martin’s Press, 978-1-250-01007-0) is her 
fi rst from a male perspective. Dr. Mike Scanlon, an army doctor 
in Afghanistan, is acutely aware of the dangers he’ll face and 
the hardships his service will cause his wife Chloe and newborn 
baby. When his wife dies in an odd household accident, Scanlon 
discovers that she was leading a secret life, and her death might 
not be an accident after all. His toughest battle lies ahead – on 
the home front. Avail. 4/9

Capital Punishment
Charles Boxer, ex-army, ex-police, has found his niche in private 
security. His specialty: kidnap and recovery. Hired by an Indian 
tycoon to fi nd his daughter Alyshia, who has gone missing in 
London, Boxer must dodge religious fanatics, Indian mobsters, 
and London’s homegrown crime lords to save her. Robert 
Wilson’s fi rst in a new series, Capital Punishment ($28, Houghton 
Miffl in Harcourt, 978-0-547-93519-5), is a thrilling journey to the 
dark side of people and places that lie just out of view, waiting for 
the moment to tear a life apart.

The Prisoner of Heaven
Christmas, 1957. A mysterious stranger visits Daniel Sempere’s 
bookshop in Barcelona and threatens to divulge a terrible secret 
that has been buried for two decades in the city’s dark past. His 
appearance plunges Daniel and his close friend Fermin into a 
dangerous adventure that will take them back to the early days of 
Franco’s dictatorship. Carlos Ruiz Zafon captures the terrifying 
events of that time in The Prisoner of Heaven ($14.99, Harper 
Perennial, 978-0-062-20629-9).

The Andalucian Friend
Thriller writer Brad Thor describes Alexander Soderberg’s 
debut novel as The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo meets The 
Sopranos. In The Andalucian Friend ($26, Crown, 978-0-
770-43605-6), nurse and single mother Sophie Brinkmann’s 
uneventful life is turned upside down after she meets 
Hector Guzman. Underlying his quiet charm and easy 
smile is something far more sinister – he’s the head of an 
international crime ring at war with a rival organization. Fans 
of Scandinavian thrillers will like this one!

The Demonologist
If you enjoyed Elizabeth Kostova’s The Historian, you
won’t be able to put down The Demonologist ($25, Simon
& Schuster, 978-1-451-69741-4). In this spellbinding literary 
horror story, a Columbia professor whose expertise is
Milton’s Paradise Lost is enticed to travel to Venice, where
he must use his knowledge of demonic mythology – though
he doesn’t believe in demons – to rescue his daughter
from the Underworld

Island 731
Mark Hawkins, former park ranger and expert tracker, is out 
of his element, working on board a research vessel studying 
the Great Pacifi c Garbage Patch. After a severe storm, a 
series of strange malfunctions plague the ship’s high tech 
systems, and the crew awakens to fi nd the ship anchored in a 
protective cove of a tropical island. But crew members start 
to disappear, and Hawkins discovers that the island was the 
site of Japan’s ruthless World War II human experimentation 
program, but never decommissioned. Jeremy Robinson’s 
Island 731 ($25.99, Thomas Dunne Books, 978-0-312-61787-5) 
will remind you of The Island of Dr. Moreau and Jurassic Park, 
but is a fresh take on the end of the world.

Rage Against the Dying
Brigid Quinn’s experiences in hunting sexual predators for the 
FBI have left her with memories she wishes she didn’t have 
and lethal skills she hopes never to need again. But the past 
intervenes when a man confesses to the worst unsolved case of 
Brigid’s career. Becky Masterman introduces us to one of the 
most memorable FBI agents since Clarice Starling in Silence of 
the Lambs in her debut thriller, Rage Against the Dying ($24.99, 
Minotaur, 978-0-312-62294-7).
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Truth & Fantasy 
Requiem
Now an active member of the resistance, Lena has transformed. 
The rebellion that was underway in Pandemonium has ignited 
into an all-out revolution in Requiem, and Lena is at the center 
of the fi ght. With lyrical writing, Lauren Oliver seamlessly 
interweaves the peril that Lena faces with the inner tumult she 
experiences after the reappearance of her fi rst love, Alex, the 
boy she thought was dead. Sophisticated and wide-ranging, 
Requiem ($18.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-062-01453-5) brings The 
Delirium trilogy to a thrilling conclusion. Ages 14+

Let the Sky Fall
Vane Weston has no idea how he survived the category fi ve 
tornado that killed his parents. And he has no idea if the beautiful, 
dark-haired girl who’s swept through his dreams every night 
since the storm is real. But he hopes she is. Audra is a sylph, an 
air elemental. She walks on the wind, can translate its alluring 
songs. She’s also a guardian — Vane’s guardian — and has sworn 
an oath to protect Vane at all costs. Let the Sky Fall ($17.99, 
Simon Pulse, 978-1-442-45041-7), a debut novel from Shannon 
Messenger, is a slyly romantic whirlwind of a story. Ages 13+

Period 8
Period 8. An hour a day. You can hang out. You can eat your 
lunch. You can talk. Or listen. Or neither. Or both. Nothing is off-
limits. The only rule is that you keep it real; that you tell the truth. 
Heller High senior Paul Baum tells the truth. But someone in 
Period 8 is lying. When a classmate goes missing and the mystery 
of her disappearance seeps beyond P8 and into every hour of the 
day, all hell breaks loose in Period 8 ($17.99, Greenwillow, 978-0-
061-91480-5), an intense novel by Chris Crutcher with a shocking 
ending. Ages 14+

Panic
Bestselling author Sharon Draper shows that all it takes is one 
bad decision for everything to change in Panic ($17.99, Atheneum, 
978-1-442-40896-8). Diamond knows not to get into a car with a 
stranger. But what if the stranger is well-dressed and handsome? 
She was at the mall with a friend — and now she’s being held 
captive. Panic is a riveting exploration of power: how quickly we 
can lose it —and how we can take it back. Ages 13+

There Is No Dog
When the beautiful Lucy prays to fall in love, God – taking 
the form of an irresponsible youth named Bob – chooses to 
answer her prayer personally, to the dismay of his assistant, 
Mr. B, who must try to clean up the resulting catastrophe. 
Prepare to enjoy every page of Meg Rosoff’s There Is No 
Dog ($8.99, Speak, 978-0-142-42384-4), a laugh-out-loud 
inventive novel. Ages 12+

Light
It’s been over a year since all the adults disappeared. Gone. 
In the time since every person over the age of fourteen 
disappeared from the town of Perdido Beach, California, 
countless battles have been fought. Will their attempts to 
save themselves and one another matter in the end, or will 
everyone perish in this fi nal power struggle? Light ($18.99, 
Katherine Tegen, 978-0-061-44918-5), the sixth and fi nal book 
in the bestselling Gone series by Michael Grant, creates a 
masterful, arresting conclusion to life in the FAYZ. Ages 14+. 
Avail. 4/2

Clockwork Princess
Danger intensifi es for the Shadowhunters as The New York 
Times bestselling Infernal Devices trilogy by Cassandra Clare 
comes to a close with Clockwork Princess ($19.99, Margaret 
K. McElderry, 978-1-416-97590-8). If the only way to save the 
world was to destroy what you loved most, would you do it? 
The clock is ticking. Everyone must choose. Passion. Power. 
Secrets. Enchantment. And watch for the major motion 
picture “The Mortal Instruments: City of Bones” based on 
Clare’s novel this August. Ages 14+

The World Will Follow Joy
Alice Walker, author of The Color Purple and one of the most 
prolifi c writers of our time, imbues her poetry with memorable 
images, anger, forgiveness, and profound wisdom. In The 
World Will Follow Joy: Turning Madness Into Flowers ($21.95, 
New Press, 978-1-595-58876-0), she reminds us of the urgency 
of our times and of our human capacity to come together and 
take action. Chronicling the conditions of human life today, 
she demonstrates deep compassion, profound spirituality, and 
necessary political commitments. Avail. 4/2

is National
Poetry MonthApril
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Again!
It’s nearly Cedric the dragon’s bedtime, and for Cedric, 
bedtime means storytime! When his mother reads him 
his favorite book, he likes the story so much that he 
wants to hear it again...and again...and again! In Emily 
Gravett’s Again! ($17.99, S&S, 978-1-442-45231-2), 
we immediately connect with the little dragon and 
his insatiable appetite for stories and delight in the 
surprise ending as well. Ages 2-5. Avail. 4/23   

Red Hat
In this almost wordless springtime picture book, an 
adorable crew of baby animals borrows a familiar-looking 
red hat (last seen on the head of Red Sled’s unsuspecting 
protagonist) and embarks on a joy-fi lled escapade — until 
all that is left is a long piece of red string! You’ll fi nd 
humorous expressions and pitch-perfect sound effects 
with a timeless tone and classic characters to make
Red Hat ($16.99, Atheneum, 978-1-442-44232-0) by Lita Judge a pure delight 
to enjoy together. Ages 2-5

Thank you, Mamma
It was Alice’s birthday, and Alice’s mama and papa 
took her to the zoo. They bought Alice a pet parrot, 
an ice cream, and a fl ower. “Thank you, Mama,” 
said Alice. “Thank you, Mama,” said the parrot. But 
when they returned home and Alice gave the parrot 
a cracker, the parrot only said, “Thank you, Mama.” 

Alice thinks she needs to teach the parrot manners — but could it be 
that the parrot is actually teaching her? Thank You, Mama ($16.99, FSG, 978-0-
374-37444-0) by the award-winning team of Kate Banks and Gabi Swiatkowska 
is an imaginative lesson on politeness and play. Ages 4-8. Avail. 4/9

Otis and the Puppy
Otis and his farm friends love to play hide-and-seek. Yet 
when the newest addition to the farm — a bounding puppy 
who can’t sit still and has a habit of licking faces — tries 
to hide, he fi nds his attention wandering and is soon lost 
in the forest. Night falls and Otis, knowing his new friend 
is afraid of the dark, sets out to fi nd him. There’s just 
one problem: Otis is also afraid of the dark. Yet he fi nds a way to overcome 
his fears for a happy ending in Loren Long’s Otis and the Puppy  ($17.99, 
Philomel, 978-0-399-25469-7). Ages 3-7

Exclamation Mark
Amy Krouse Rosenthal and Tom Lichtenheld, 
the bestselling creators of Duck! Rabbit! give 
punctuation marks plenty of personality in this 
totally unique and witty tale of self-discovery! Bold 
and visual, Exclamation Mark ($17.99, Scholastic, 

978-0-545-43679-3) shows how an emphatic but misplaced exclamation point 
learns that being different can be very exciting! Period. Come see the clever 
use of punctuation in this fun, lively, and most creative new book. Ages 5-8

Poems to Learn by Heart 
There’s a poem to celebrate every moment in life — 
whether it’s hitting a home run, watching a sunset, 
or laughing with your best friend. A poem is a gift 
of the heart that can inspire, reassure, or challenge 
us. In Poems to Learn by Heart ($19.99, Hyperion, 
978-1-423-10805-4), Caroline Kennedy has chosen 
more than a hundred poems that cover the range 
of human experience and imagination. With 
refl ections and family memories from Caroline and striking 
watercolor paintings by award-winning artist Jon J. Muth, this is truly a book 
for all ages and interests, and one that families will want to share for years to 
come. All ages

Penny and Her Marble
When Penny spots a marble in Mrs. Goodwin’s front 
yard, she picks it up, puts it in her pocket, and takes 
it home. It’s a beautiful marble — it’s big, shiny, 
blue, smooth, and fast, and Penny loves it. But does 
the marble really belong to Penny? Favorite author 
Kevin Henkes offers a moral dilemma balanced with 
warm moments in Penny and Her Marble ($12.99, 
Greenwillow, 978-0-062-08203-9), a satisfying 
drama. Ages 4-8  

Missing Mommy
Books are such a gift to help us learn life lessons in the 
quiet of our room. Honest and straightforward, Rebecca 
Cobb’s Missing Mommy ($16.99, Henry Holt, 978-0-
805-09507-4) is a touching story that explores the many 
emotions a bereaved child may experience, from anger 
and guilt to sadness and bewilderment. Ultimately, this 
story offers a look on the bright side —recognizing that 
the child is not alone but still part of a family that offers 
love and support. Ages 3-8. Avail. 4/2
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refl ections and family memories from Caroline and striking 
watercolor paintings by award-winning artist Jon J. Muth, this is truly a book 
for all ages and interests, and one that families will want to share for years to 
come. All ages

refl ections and family memories from Caroline and striking 

Again!
It’s nearly Cedric the dragon’s bedtime, and for Cedric, 
bedtime means storytime! When his mother reads him 
his favorite book, he likes the story so much that he 
wants to hear it again...and again...and again! In Emily 

Penny and Her Marble
When Penny spots a marble in Mrs. Goodwin’s front 
yard, she picks it up, puts it in her pocket, and takes 
it home. It’s a beautiful marble — it’s big, shiny, 
blue, smooth, and fast, and Penny loves it. But does 
the marble really belong to Penny? Favorite author 

Let’s
     Read! 

April is 
National 

Poetry  
Month

Great for 
Mother’s 

Day!
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Reading
Rocks!

Hold Fast
From The New York Times bestselling author of Chasing 
Vermeer comes the story of a girl who falls into Chicago’s 
shelter system, and from there must solve the mystery 
of her father’s strange disappearance. In Hold Fast 
($17.99, Scholastic, 978-0-545-29988-6), Blue Balliett 
weaves a story that takes us from the cold, snowy Chicago 
streets to the darkest corner of the public library, on an 
unforgettable hunt for deep truths and a reunited family. 
Ages 8-12

White Fur Flying
Zoe’s family rescues dogs in need. There is always a new 
dog to be saved and loved. Fur fl ies everywhere. Zoe’s 
house is never silent. Across the street, a new family has 
moved in and Phillip, the boy, has stopped speaking. 
He doesn’t even want to try. From Newbery Medalist 
Patricia MacLachlan, White Fur Flying ($15.99, Margaret 
K. McElderry, 978-1-442-42171-4) is an endearing tale of 
companionship and the healing power of pets. Ages 7-9

Goulish Song
Kaile lives in Zombay, an astonishing city where goblins 
walk the streets and witches work their charms and curses. 
Kaile wants to be a musician and is delighted when a 
goblin gives her a fl ute carved out of bone. But the fl ute’s 
single, mournful song has a dangerous consequence: it 
separates Kaile and her shadow. Anyone without a shadow 
is considered dead. Ghoulish Song ($16.99, Margaret K. 
McElderry, 978-1-442-42729-7) is a funny and suspenseful  
adventure from National Book Award-winning author Will 
Alexander. Ages 9-12

Strike Three You’re Dead
Being a real announcer is Lenny’s dream, and he gets his 
chance to prove himself when he enters an “Armchair 
Announcer” contest and wins. The prize: he gets to be 
the broadcaster, live, for one inning at a real Phillies 
game. The game goes very wrong, though. When a 
promising pitcher fresh out of the minors literally drops 
dead on the mound, Lenny and his friends “The Mikes” 
set out to investigate in Strike Three You’re Dead ($16.99, 
Knopf, 978-0-375-87008-8) in Josh Berk’s story of murder 
and friendship. Ages 8-12

Chomp
Wahoo Cray lives in a zoo. His father is an animal wrangler, 
so he’s grown up with all manner of gators, snakes, parrots, 
rats, monkeys, and snappers in his backyard. The critters, 
he can handle. His father is the unpredictable one. When 
the diffi cult star of a reality television show disappears while 
fi lming an episode in the Florida Everglades using animals 
from the family’s wildlife refuge, Wahoo and classmate Tuna 
Gordon set out to fi nd him while avoiding Tuna’s gun-happy 
father in Carl Hiaasen’s Chomp ($8.99, Ember, 978-0-375-
86827-6). A fun read! Ages 10-14

The Key and The Flame
While visiting Hawkesbury, England, eleven-year-old gutsy 
Holly Shepard, her younger brother, Ben, and new friend 
Everett, travel to a magical medieval world where she 
learns that the adventures she has always dreamed of can 
be messy — and dangerous. When Ben and Everett fi nd 
themselves in danger, Holly must save them and fi nd a way 
back home. But will she be able to muster the courage and 
become an extraordinary hero? Find out in The Key and The 
Flame ($17.99, Margaret K. McElderry, 978-1-442-45741-6), 
a fabulous fantasy adventure by Claire Caterer. Ages 8-12. 
Avail. 4/2

Hide and Seek
For 500 years the Jaguar Cup, sacred to the Silver Jaguar 
Society, was hidden in a cave on the coast of Costa Rica. So 
when a fake copy shows up on display in America, it is up 
to Jos, Anna, and Henry, junior members of the society, to 
travel to Costa Rica and rescue the real cup from thieves. 
Hide and Seek ($16.99, Scholastic, 978-0-545-41975-8) by 
Kate Messner is a fast-paced mystery that will keep you at 
the edge of your seat. Ages 8-12. Avail. 4/1 

Rotten
JD’s mom made a new friend while he was away — a rescued 
Rottweiler that JD immediately renames Johnny Rotten (yes, 
after that guy in the Sex Pistols). Both tough but damaged, 
JD and Johnny slowly learn to trust each other, but their 
newfound bond is threatened by a treacherous friend and 
one snap of Johnny’s powerful jaws. Critically acclaimed 
author Michael Northrop (Trapped) delivers Rotten ($17.99, 
Scholastic, 978-0-545-49587-5), a thrilling tale of heroism, 
loyalty, and second chances that will strike a deep, lasting 
chord with underdogs of all shapes and sizes. Ages 13-17

New In
Paperback
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  Fascinating   
  Lives

Lean In
During her electrifying TED Talk in 2010, Facebook 
COO Sheryl Sandberg described how women 
unintentionally hold themselves back in their careers 
and encouraged women to “sit at the table,” seek 
challenges, take risks, and pursue their goals with 
gusto. In Lean In: Women, Work, and the Will to Lead 
($24.95, Knopf, 978-0-385-34994-9) she models, 
mentors, inspires and challenges women to be
actively engaged with her own experiences
in the workplace. 

Between Man and Beast
In 1856, Paul Du Chaillu marched into the equatorial 
wilderness of West Africa determined to bag an animal that, 
according to legend, was nothing short of a monster. When 
he emerged three years later, with an astonishing collection 
of zoological specimens, Du Chaillu leapt into the center of 
the biggest issues of the time — the evolution debate, racial 
discourse, the growth of Christian fundamentalism — and 
helped push each to unprecedented intensities. Monte 
Reel’s Between Man and Beast ($26.95, Doubleday, 978-0-
385-53422-2) is a fascinating adventure story about a time 
that took the Victorian world by storm. 

The Girls of Atomic City
The Tennessee town of Oak Ridge was created from 
scratch in 1942. As one of the Manhattan Project’s secret 
cities, it didn’t appear on any maps until 1949. At the 
height of World War II, the city was home to women 
who were recruited throughout the South whose work 
was shrouded in mystery. It wasn’t until the bomb was 
dropped over Hiroshima that the secret was out. Like 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, The Girls of Atomic 
City ($27, Touchstone, 978-1-451-61752-8) offers Denise 
Kiernan’s thoroughly researched story that reveals a 
shocking time in history. 

The Book of My Lives
Acclaimed novelist Aleksandar Hemon (The Lazarus 
Project) opens up to the stories that shaped his life as a 
youth in Sarajevo and his escape and adjustment to the 
West in The Book of My Lives ($25, FSG, 978-0-374-11573-
9). Hemon delivers not just a memoir, but a “love song to 
two different cities,” a heart-breaking paean to the bonds 
of family, and encouragement to “go out and play soccer” 
not for the exercise. With words built on intelligence, 
devastating experiences, and sharp insight, this book will 
leave you a different reader, a different person. 

Carrie and Me
There is little doubt that life can be challenging to the 
core and losing a child is at the very top of the list of 
hardships. In Carrie and Me: A Mother-Daughter Love 
Story ($24.99, S&S, 978-1-476-70641-2), beloved funny 
lady Carol Burnett shares the story of her relationship 
with her oldest daughter, Carrie, who struggled with 
addiction in adolescence, recovered, then died of cancer 
at the young age of thirty-eight. This is a remarkable 
story — honest, sad, funny, and wise — that reminds 
us that love is what helps us get through even the most 
diffi cult times. Avail. 4/9 

Waiting to Be Heard
American exchange student Amanda Knox spent four 
years in an Italian prison for a crime she did not commit. 
Demonized by the international press and treated harshly 
by the Italian justice system, she endured humiliation, 
injustice, and loneliness thousands of miles from her home. 
Now, with intelligence, grace, and candor, Knox reveals 
her story in Waiting to Be Heard ($28.99, Harper, 978-0-062-
21720-2) including the story of the unwavering support of 
family and friends who tirelessly worked to see her win her 
freedom. Avail. 4/30

Until I Say Good-Bye
We all know our days on earth are not unlimited, but what 
if you found out today you had less time than you imagined 
for all the things on your bucket list? When Susan Spencer-
Wendel found out she had Lou Gehrig’s disease, she made 
a commitment to live a full life with humor, courage, and 
love, and to accept death with grace and dignity. Until I 
Say Good-Bye ($25.99, Harper, 978-0-062-24145-0) is a 
celebration of life, a look into the face of death, and the 
effort we must make to show the people that we love and 
care about how very much they mean to us.

 “Comedy = Tragedy + Time”
— Carole Burnett
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Debtor’s Prison
BusinessWeek columnist and founder of The American 
Prospect magazine Robert Kuttner looks at our economic 
history to suggest a future that frees us from actions that only 
prolong economic lethargy to propel economic recovery and 
fi nancial reform in Debtor’s Prison: The Politics of Austerity 
Versus Possibility ($26.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-95980-5). Blending 
economics with historical examples, Kuttner’s plan focuses on 
the strategies that will move us beyond a sickly economy to 
capitalize on the opportunities before us. Avail. 4/30 

Gulp
“America’s funniest science writer” (Washington Post) Mary 
Roach (Packing for Mars) takes us down the hatch on an 
unforgettable tour of the human body in Gulp: Adventures on 
the Alimentary Canal ($26.95, Norton, 978-0-393-08157-2). Ever 
curious, Roach explores the digestive track with questions like: 
Why doesn’t the stomach digest itself? How much can you 
eat before your stomach bursts? Can constipation kill you? 
Did it kill Elvis? You’ll travel to a pet food taste test lab, meet 
Eskimos, nuns, scammers and schemers in this funny and 
entertaining gastro guide. Avail. 4/1

Cooked
Michael Pollan (The Omnivore’s Dilemma) explores the 
previously uncharted territory of his own kitchen where he 
discovers the enduring power of the four classical elements —
fi re, water, air, and earth — to transform the stuff of nature into 
delicious things to eat and drink. In Cooked ($27.95, Penguin, 
978-1-594-20421-0), Pollan argues that proclaiming cooking as 
an act of enjoyment and self-reliance, learning to perform the 
magic of these everyday transformations, opens the door to a 
more nourishing life — and may be the single most important 
step any of us can take to help make the American food system 
healthier and more sustainable. Avail. 4/23

The End of Big
Our ability to connect instantly, constantly, and globally 
is altering the exercise of power with dramatic speed. 
Governments, corporations, centers of knowledge, and 
expertise are eroding before the power of the individual. 
Internet pioneer Nicco Mele draws on nearly twenty years of 
experience to explore the consequences and troubling down-
side of revolutionary technology in The End of Big ($25.99, St. 
Martin’s, 978-1-250-02185-4), A thought-provoking, alarming, 
yet  hopeful look at our present — and our future. Avail. 4/23  

Those Angry Days
Lynne Olson, the acclaimed author of Citizens of London, 
offers a defi nitive account of the internal debate over American 
intervention in World War II. At the center of this controversy 
stood the two most famous men in America: President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt, who championed the interventionist cause, and 
aviator Charles Lindbergh, who was the unoffi cial leader and 
spokesman for America’s isolationists. Those Angry Days ($30, 
Random House, 978-1-400-06974-3) brilliantly recalls a time 
fraught with danger when the future of democracy and America’s 
role in the world hung in the balance. 

Frozen in Time
On November 5, 1942, a US cargo plane slammed into the 
Greenland Ice Cap. Four days later, the B-17 assigned to the 
search-and-rescue mission became lost in a blinding storm and 
also crashed. Miraculously, all nine men on board survived, and 
the US military launched a daring rescue operation. But after 
picking up one man, the Grumman Duck amphibious plane 
fl ew into a severe storm and vanished. A breathtaking blend 
of mystery and adventure, Mitchell Zuckoff’s Frozen in Time: 
An Epic Story of Survival and a Modern Quest for Lost Heroes of 
World War II ($28.99, Harper, 978-0-062-13343-4) is a tribute to 
the everyday heroism of the US Coast Guard. Avail. 4/23

The Alchemists
When the global economic crisis hit, three men and their 
fellow central bankers deployed trillions of dollars, pounds 
and euros to contain the waves of panic that threatened to 
bring down the global fi nancial system, moving on a scale and 
with a speed with no precedent. Neil Irwin’s The Alchemists: 
Three Central Bankers and a World on Fire ($29.95, Penguin, 
978-1-594-20462-3) is a gripping account of how Ben 
Bernanke of the U.S. Federal Reserve, Mervyn King of the 
Bank of England, and Jean-Claude Trichet of the European 
Central Bank took on the most intense exercise in economic 
crisis management we’ve ever seen. Avail. 4/4 

 Understanding  
      Our World
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Lifesaving Lessons
Through hard work and determination, famed boat captain Linda 
Greenlaw had created a life of peaceful independence, living on 
a rugged island off the coast of Maine. Then came Mariah. A 
troubled fi fteen-year-old, Mariah arrives on the island to stay with 
her uncle, and the entire community is rocked when it is revealed 
that Mariah has suffered terrible abuse at his hands. Mariah 
needs a guardian and the island residents nominate Linda, who is 
not exactly the picture of maternal warmth. A remarkably candid 
and tenderly funny memoir, Lifesaving Lessons ($26.95, Viking, 
978-0-670-02517-6) follows this unexpected mother-daughter pair 
as they navigate their new life together.

Bouncing Back
How is it that some people suffer and are unable to move on 
while others grieve and heal? The difference may be resilience. 
While resilience is innate in the brain, our capacity for it can 
be impaired by unhelpful patterns of response that are learned 
over time and can become fi xed in our neural circuitry. What 
neuroscience now shows is that what previously seemed 
hardwired can be rewired. In Bouncing Back ($15.95, New 
World Library, 978-1-608-68129-7), Linda Graham shows how 
we can rebuild clarity, connection, competence, calm, and 
courage to strengthen our core well-being so we can improve 
relationships, jobs, and the quality of our lives. Avail. 4/9

The Honest Life
As a new mom, actress Jessica Alba wanted to create the safest, 
healthiest environment for her family. But frustrated with the 
lack of trustworthy information, she set out on her own to fi nd 
reliable products that are clean, nontoxic, eco-friendly, stylish, 
and affordable. The Honest Life: Living Naturally and True to 
You ($22.99, Rodale, 978-1-609-61911-4) is fi lled with ideas and 
resources to make it even easier to live naturally
and authentically.

The Leafy Greens Cookbook
Farmers markets are fi lled with dark green vegetables that are 
packed with vital vitamins, minerals, and anti-oxidants and are 
free of fat and cholesterol. Yet without knowing some of the 
secrets of preparation, some greens can taste bitter or have 
a tough texture. Look to The Leafy Greens Cookbook ($15.95, 
Ulysses, 978-1-612-43177-2) by Kathryn Anible for tips and 
easy recipes that unlock the amazingly delicious fl avors of leafy 
greens. Avail. 5/15

Mom & Me & Mom
For the fi rst time, bestselling writer and poet Maya Angelou 
reveals the triumphs and struggles of being the daughter of 
Vivian Baxter, an indomitable spirit whose petite size belied 
her larger-than-life presence--a presence absent during much 
of Angelou’s early life. Mom & Me & Mom ($22, Random 
House, 978-1-400-06611-7) explores the healing and love 
that evolved between the two women over the course of their 
lives, the love that fostered Angelou’s rise from immeasurable 
depths to reach impossible heights. Avail. 4/2

Some Assembly Required
Stunned to learn that her son, Sam, is about to become a 
father at nineteen, Anne Lamott begins a journal about 
the fi rst year of her grandson Jax’s life. In careful and often 
hilarious detail, Lamott and Sam struggle to balance their 
changing roles. Funny, honest and touching, Some Assembly 
Required ($16, Riverhead, 978-1-594-48667-8) is the true story 
of how the birth of a baby changes a family —as this book will 
change everyone who reads it. Avail. 4/2

Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake
In her irresistible memoir Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake ($15, 
Random House, 978-0-812-98166-7), Anna Quindlen writes 
about a woman’s life, from childhood memories to manic 
motherhood to middle age, using the events of her life to 
illuminate ours. As only Quindlen can, she considers — and 
celebrates — everything from marriage, girlfriends, our 
mothers, parenting, faith, loss, to all the stuff in our closets, 
and more. This is a great “go-to” gift for the women in your 
life. Avail. 4/23

A Rich, 
Full Life

Sunday, May 12Sunday, May 12

Happy Mo� er’ s 
Day!



Douglas Westgate recommends

Itch by Simon Mayo
Itchingham Lofte, known as “ Itch”, is a 14-year-old budding 
scientist trying to collect every element in the Periodic Table. 
This gets him into no end of trouble, mostly relatively harmless, 
until he purchases a sample of what he thinks is uranium. It 
turns out to be a highly radio-active hitherto unknown element. 
This immediately attracts the attention of two of his teachers, 
one of whom wants to help Itch and the other only wants to 
enrich himself and steals the sample. Aided and abetted by his 
younger sister , Chloe, and his cousin Jack (Jacqueline ) the 

sample and more are recovered. Itch leads the bad guys on a madcap chase with 
a very exciting ending. Fast paced and well written, Itch ($16.95, Splinter, 978-1-
4549-0509-7) will appeal across generations.

Paul Dean recommends

I Want to Show You More by Jamie Quatro
In the vein of such writers as Flannery O’Connor, Eudora 
Welty, and Barry Hannah, Jamie Quatro’s fi rst collection of 
interconnected stories, I Want to Show You More ($24, Grove, 
978-0-8021-2075-5), is a wild and fascinating look into unique 
characters who pulse with spiritual longing, sexuality, violence, 
and death. Each of these stories is set in the community of 
Lookout Mountain and confronts the reader with emotionally 
complex matters ranging from fable to the surreal and the 
sublime to the absurd. For example, Quatro’s imagination allows 
for a world where a teenager can seduce a cancer survivor at a 
Bible Camp, while in another story a group of marathon runners 
traipse through Civil War battlefi elds with phallic statues strapped on their 
backs, and fi nally, a renegade group of churchgoers decides to demolish their 
stained glass church in order to retreat to hidden caves in the mountains. There 
is something dark and secretive at work in Quatro’s stories, gleaming with a 
distinct voice and narrative power that will only strengthen with time. 

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Saturday, April 20, 10:30 am
The Watery Part of the World
by Michael Parker
Michael Parker’s vast and involving novel about pirates and 
slaves, treason and treasures, madness and devotion, takes place 
on a tiny island battered by storms and cut off from the world. 
Inspired by two little-known moments in history, it begins in 
1813, when Theodosia Burr, en route to New York by ship to 
meet her father, Aaron Burr, disappears off the coast of North 
Carolina. It ends a hundred and fi fty years later, when the last three inhabitants 
of a remote island — two elderly white women and the black man who takes care 
of them — are forced to leave their beloved spot of land. In The Watery Part of the 
World ($13.95, Algonquin, 978-1-6162-0143-2), Parker tells an enduring story about 
what we’ll sacrifi ce for love, and what we won’t.

Saturday, May 18, 10:30 am
The Absolutist
by John Boyne
It is September 1919: twenty-one-year-old Tristan Sadler takes 
a train from London to Norwich to deliver a package of letters 
to the sister of Will Bancroft, the man he fought alongside 
during the Great War. But the letters are not the real reason for 
Tristan’s visit. As Tristan recounts the horrifi c details of what 
to him became a senseless war, he also speaks of his friendship 
with Will — from their fi rst meeting on the training grounds 
at Aldershot to their farewell in the trenches of northern France. The intensity of 
their bond brought Tristan happiness and self-discovery as well as confusion and 
unbearable pain. The Absolutist ($16.95, Other Press, 978-1-5905-1552-5) is a tale
of passion, jealousy, heroism, and betrayal set in one of the most gruesome trenches 
of France during World War I. 

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Saturday, April 13, 10:30 am
Little, Big
by John Crowley
John Crowley’s masterful Little, Big ($16.99, HarperCollins, 
978-0-061-12005-3) is the epic story of Smoky Barnable, an 
anonymous young man who travels by foot from the City to a 
place called Edgewood — not found on any map — to marry 
Daily Alice Drinkawater, as was prophesied. It is the story of 
four generations of a singular family, living in a house that is 
many houses on the magical border of an otherworld. It is a story of fantastic love 
and heartrending loss; of impossible things and unshakable destinies; and of the 
great Tale that envelops us all. 

Saturday, May 11, 10:30 am
Roadside Picnic: Tale of the Troika
by Arkady Strugatsky 
Red Schuhart is a stalker, one of those young rebels who are 
compelled, in spite of the extreme danger, to venture illegally 
into the Zone to collect the mysterious artifacts that the alien 
visitors left scattered around. His life is dominated by the place 
and the thriving black market in the alien products. But when 
he and his friend Kirill go into the Zone together to pick up 
a “full empty,” something goes wrong. And the news he gets 
from his girlfriend upon his return makes it inevitable that he’ll 
keep going back to the Zone, again and again, until he fi nds the answer to all his 
problems. Roadside Picnic ($15.95, Chicago Review, 978-1-6137-4341-6) is a tale
of loyalty and friendship, greed and loneliness, despair and love.

Itch by Simon Mayo
Itchingham Lofte, known as “ Itch”, is a 14-year-old budding 
scientist trying to collect every element in the Periodic Table. 
This gets him into no end of trouble, mostly relatively harmless, 
until he purchases a sample of what he thinks is uranium. It 
turns out to be a highly radio-active hitherto unknown element. 
This immediately attracts the attention of two of his teachers, 
one of whom wants to help Itch and the other only wants to 
enrich himself and steals the sample. Aided and abetted by his 
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WILEY CASH
A Land More Kind Than Home
Thursday, April 4, 6 pm
In his phenomenal debut novel — a mesmerizing literary thriller about the bond between 
two brothers and the evil they face in a small North Carolina town — author Wiley Cash 
displays a remarkable talent for lyrical, powerfully emotional storytelling. A Land More Kind 
than Home ($14.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-0620-8823-9) is a brilliant evocation of a place, a 
heart-rending family story, a gripping and suspenseful mystery. It’s been called a modern 
masterwork of Southern fi ction, one that is likely to be held in the same enduring esteem as 
such American classics. Join us to discover this noteworthy new writer.

PAM HOUSTON
Contents May Have Shifted
Monday, April 8, 6 pm
Come meet bestselling author Pam Houston (Cowboys Are My Weakness) and learn about 
her latest novel just out in paperback, Contents may Have Shifted ($14.95, Norton, 978-0-3933-
4348-9). Houston takes us from one breathtaking precipice to the next as we unravel the story 
of Pam (a character not unlike the author), a fearless traveler aiming to leave her metaphorical 
baggage behind as she seeks a comfort zone in the air. With the help of a loyal cast of friends, 
body workers, and a new partner who inspires her to appreciate home, she fi nally fi nds 
something like ground under her feet.

STUART WOODS
Unintended Consequences
Tuesday, April 16, 6 pm
We are thrilled to welcome New York Times bestselling author Stuart Woods on his book tour 
for the release of his latest, Unintended Consequences ($26.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-1-5987-9).
Stone Barrington is no stranger to schemes and deceptions of all stripes — as an attorney for 
the premier white-shoe law fi rm Woodman & Weld, he’s seen more than his share. But when 
he travels to Europe under highly unusual circumstances, Stone fi nds himself at the center of 
a mystery that is, even by his standards, most peculiar. Two unexpected invitations may be the 
fi rst clues in an intricate puzzle Stone must unravel to learn the truth... a puzzle that will lead him deep into 
the rarefi ed world of European ultrawealth and privilege, where billionaires rub elbows with spooks, insider 
knowledge is traded at a high premium, and murder is never too high a price to pay for a desired end. It soon 
becomes clear that beneath the bright lights of Europe lurks a shadowy underworld... and its only rule is deadly 
ambition.

MARY ANN STERNBERG
River Road Rambler: A Curious Traveler Along Louisiana’s Byway
Thursday, April 18, 6 pm
Let’s travel with Mary Ann Sternberg along The River Road to learn about the fascinating mix 
of people, traditions, and stories. Her essay-like stories in River Road Rambler ($24.95, LSU 
Press, 978-0-8071-5078-8) brim with insights and observations about everything from the fi re 
that razed The Cottage plantation to the failed attempts to salvage the reproduction of the 
seventeenth century French warship Le Pelican from the bottom of the Mississippi. Join us to 
discover the River Road treasures that link us to both past and present, offering some delightful 
and unexpected surprises along the way.

EMILY CLARK
The Strange History of American Quadroon: Free Women of Color
in the Revolutionary Atlantic World
Tuesday, April 30, 6 pm
Exotic, seductive, and doomed: the antebellum mixed-race free woman of color has long 
operated as a metaphor for New Orleans. Commonly known as a “quadroon,” she and the 
city she represents rest irretrievably condemned in the popular historical imagination by the 
linked sins of slavery and interracial sex. However, as Emily Clark shows, the rich archives 
of New Orleans tell a different story. In The Strange History of the American Quadroon ($35, 
UNC Press, 978-1-4696-0752-8), Clark reveals how the narrative of the erotic colored mistress became an 
elaborate literary and commercial trope, persisting as a symbol that long outlived the political and cultural 
purposes for which it had been created. 

ELLEN KANNER
Feeding the Hungry Ghost: Life, Faith, and What to Eat for Dinner
Wednesday, May 1, 6 pm
What do we turn to for both everyday sustenance and seasonal celebration? Food. Often, though, 
we’re like the hungry ghosts of Taoist lore, eating mindlessly, wandering aimlessly, and wanting 
more — more than food itself can provide. Ellen Kanner joins us with an irreverent approach 
to bringing reverence into daily living — and eating. She joins us with Feeding the Hungry Ghost 
($15.95, New World Library, 978-1-6086-8164-8), gentle nudges that aim to serve up what 
we’re hungry for: a more vital self, more loving and meaningful connections, a nourished and 
nourishing world, and great food, too. 

AUGUSTEN BURROUGHS
This is How: Surviving What You Think You Can’t
Friday, May 3, 6 pm
Augusten Burroughs, the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Running With Scissors 
joins us with a remarkable new book of survival, This Is How ($15, Picador, 978-1-2500-
3210-2). Whether you’re fat and fail every diet, if you’re thin but can’t get thin enough, if 
you lose your job, if your child dies, if you are diagnosed with cancer, if you always end up 
with exactly the wrong kind of person, if you always end up alone, if you can’t get over the 
past, if you’re lost in life. If you have ever wondered, “How am I supposed to survive this?” 
This is How. Pass this invitation along to all who could use this message at this moment.

FRED STARR
Une Belle Maison: The Lombard Plantation House in New Orleans’ Bywater
Thursday, May 16, 6 pm
Described in an 1835 bill of sale as “une belle maison,” the Lombard plantation house is a 
rare survivor. Built in the early nineteenth century as a West Indian-style residence, it was 
the focal point of a large plantation that stretched deep into the cypress swamps of what is now New Orleans’s 
Bywater neighborhood. Join us to meet Fred Starr and take in the fascinating history that links artist John 
James Audubon; architect of the U.S. capital, Benjamin Henry Latrobe; Lee Harvey Oswald; Fats Domino, 
and other colorful fi gures to the beautiful, historic home in New Orleans.

For the latest event information, visit OctaviaBooks.com!

Kids Events
TAD HILLS
Duck and Goose, Goose Needs a Hug
Thursday, May 2, 4:30 pm
Preschool favorites Duck & Goose are back! And this time, New York Times 
bestselling author and illustrator Tad Hills brings our favorite feathered friends out 
to celebrate Valentine’s Day, a day to celebrate love and affection in Duck and Goose, 
Goose Needs a Hug ($6.99, Schwartz & Wade, 978-0-307-9-8293-3). What does Goose 
need more than anything? A hug from a good friend.

CELEBRATE CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK - MAY 13-19
ALEX BEARD
Crocodile’s Tears
Monkey See Monkey Draw
The Jungle Grapevine
Saturday, May 18, 11:00 am
Born in 1970, Alex Beard is a painter and author who has 
emerged as one of his generation’s most creative and successful 
artists. Join us during Children’s Book Week to meet our local 
children’s book celebrities whose work is on exhibit across the globe. 

CLAUDIA GRAY
Spellcaster
Post-Children’s Book Week
Young Adult novelist Claudia Gray joins us with her brand new story, Spellcaster 
($17.99, Harper Teen, 978-0-0619-6120-5). Descended from witches, high school 
senior Nadia can tell as soon as her family moves to Captive’s Sound that the town 
is under a dark and powerful spell. Then she meets Mateo, the teenage local whose 
cursed dreams predict the future, and they must work together to prevent an impending disaster 
that threatens the entire town.


