
Tempting Fate
How much do we really
understand the temptations that
can threaten even the most
idyllic of relationships? Gabby
and Elliott have been happily
married for eighteen years,
building a life together with two
teenaged daughters. Forty-three
year old Gabby is the last person to
have an affair. She can’t relate to
the way her friends desperately try to cling to the beauty
and allure of their younger years ... yet she knows her
youth is quickly slipping away as well. She could never
imagine how good it would feel to have a handsome
younger man show interest in her — until the night it
happens. Matt makes Gabby feel sparkling, fascinating,
“alive” — something she hasn’t felt in years. What begins
as a long-distance friendship soon develops into an
emotional affair as Gabby discovers her limits and
boundaries are not where she expects them to be.
Intoxicated, Gabby has no choice but to step ever deeper
into the allure of attraction and attention, never
foreseeing the life-changing consequences that lie ahead.
If she makes one wrong move she could lose everything –
and find out what really matters most. Tempting Fate
($25.99, St. Martin’s Press, 9780312591847), by Jane
Green, deftly explores all the complexities of the human
heart.

The Storied Life of 
A.J. Fikry
We loved Gabrielle Zevin’s new novel
not only because it is a love letter to the
world of books — and booksellers —
but also because of a story that will
open your hearts and enlighten your
mind. The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry
($24.95, Algonquin, 9781616203214)
centers around A.J., the irascible owner
of Island Books in a fictional place that
quite resembles Martha’s Vineyard.
His wife has died in a car accident, sales
have dropped, and his most prized

possession — a rare book — is
stolen. But two characters
enter his life: Amelia, a
publisher’s sales rep, and a
toddler named Maya,
abandoned in the bookstore for
A.J. to deal with. Slowly but
surely, A.J. seizes the opportunity
to make his life over, with a new-
found ability to see everything
anew. This unforgettable tale of

transformation and second chances is an irresistible
affirmation of why we read, and why we love. Avail. 4/1

And the Dark Sacred Night
Julia Glass, winner of a National Book Award for her
novel Three Junes, once again explores her favorite
subject — family secrets. Her latest, And the Dark Sacred
Night ($26.95, Pantheon, 9780307377937), is the story of a
middle-aged man who searches for his father, upending
relationships beyond his own and changing forever the
way he fits into the world he thought he knew so well. Kit
Noonan’s life is stalled — he’s unemployed, has twins to
support, a mortgage to pay. His wife encourages him to
resolve his identity crisis by learning the truth about his
father, so Kit sets off on a journey that starts with a visit
to his stepfather’s home, and ends with a revelation that
transforms his life in ways he could never imagine. You’ll
find this a warm and engaging story about what it means
to be a father. Avail. 4/1
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Lives Transformed



Every so often, at the most
unlikely moment, we might hear
words of wisdom that strike us in
a most profound way. Sometimes
it makes us wonder just how
much of the texture and
authenticity of life we miss when
we’re caught up in the busyness

of the day. But the month of April has the potential to be
different.

April is National Poetry Month and we encourage everyone
to take a deep breath, and sit quietly to read a short poem.
Some poets are brutally honest and others see some tiny
aspect of beauty, otherwise unnoticed.  Some poems need to
be spoken aloud while others envelope us like a big hug,
reassuring us that we are not alone.  April signifies a time of
renewal and reflection, so take some time to sit quietly and
read an old favorite or explore something new.

Taking the time to read a novel, or a short story should be a
life-enhancing experience. Once we’ve savored a line or
paragraph, soaked in a story that transports us beyond what
we’ve ever known, we “get it”… we know we want to read
and we also need to read. At Octavia Books, it’s our goal that
every person within our reach will be touched in a
remarkable way by a book.

We know how hard it can be to buy gifts, especially when so
many of us have all that we need. It’s a challenge to find
something with meaning, something that won’t be “re-
gifted.” With Easter and Passover coming up, Mother’s Day
just around the corner, and then graduation and Father’s Day
on the way, know that we’ve got recommendations for every
occasion. Need a hostess gift for that special dinner? How
about something adorable to balance all that candy in the
Easter basket? You may give a new graduate some money for
college, but how about tucking the cash inside a lovely book
with a few words of wisdom for life? If Dad has all the ties he
needs, how about something that reflects one of his other
interests? Is someone you love celebrating a big birthday
soon? Lots of gifts get used up, lose their luster, or wear out.
Not books. Books last forever in a personal library, make us
think of someone special, and remind us of the joy of sitting
down in quiet space.

We hope you’ll stop by Octavia Books soon to discover some
books to savor during the coming months, find a few to give
to others for a special occasion or “Just because,” and to read
a poem while you’re here. To us, reading is an art that makes
life so much easier and much more delightful.

Enjoy Spring!

Dear Booklover,
Queen Sugar 
Why exactly Charley Bordelon’s late father left her eight hundred sprawling acres of
sugarcane land in rural Louisiana is as mysterious as it was generous. Recognizing
this as a chance to start over, Charley and her eleven-year-old daughter, Micah, say
good-bye to Los Angeles. In her debut novel, Natalie Baszile offers strong Southern
storytelling from the African American point of view in Queen Sugar ($27.95, Pamela
Dorman, 9780670026135), an unforgettable tale of endurance and hope.

In Liberty’s Name
Inspired by Eva Rumpf’s story of her ancestors and true historical events, In
Liberty’s Name ($17.99, Knox Robinson, 9781908483959) presents a sweeping tale
featuring vividly drawn characters caught in the drama of the French Revolution
and its impact across the Atlantic world. It tells the story of the French émigrés who
survived the Haitian Revolution and settled in New Orleans. Rumpf brings this part
of history to life as she exposes the role of power, violence, wealth, and peril in the
world’s only successful slave revolt.

Down South: Bourbon, Pork, Gulf Shrimp 
& Second Helpings of Everything
Donald Link also has a knack for sniffing out a backyard barbecue wherever he
travels. In Down South ($35, Clarkson Potter, 9780770433185), he combines his
talents to unearth true down home Southern cooking. Come pull up a seat …
where tall tales are told, drinks are slung back, great food is made to be shared,
and too many desserts, it turns out, is just the right amount.

Louisiana Crawfish
Sam Irwin tells the story — complete with recipes and tall tales — of Louisiana’s
favorite crustacean: the crawfish. Introduced to Louisiana by the swamp dwellers of
the Atchafalaya Basin, the crawfish is now a $210 million industry where whole
families work at fisheries and where crawfish festivals dominate the social calendar.
Louisiana Crawfish ($19.99, History Press, 9781626192362) is a fascinating history
and celebration of the star of our annual backyard boils.

The Atchafalaya River Basin:  
History & Ecology of an American Wetland
For more than five centuries, the Atchafalaya River Basin has captured the flow
of the Mississippi River, becoming its main distributary as it reaches the Gulf of
Mexico in south Louisiana. In The Atchafalaya River Basin ($35, Texas A&M,
9781623490393), Bryan Piazza examines the basin, why it is important, and how it
has been managed to assess its current state and future survival.

Louis Armstrong: Master of Modernism
A trumpet virtuoso, seductive crooner, and consummate entertainer, Armstrong
laid the foundation for the future of jazz with his stylistic innovations, but his story
would be incomplete without examining how he struggled in a society seething with
brutally racist ideologies, laws, and practices. In Louis Armstrong ($39.95, Norton,
9780393065824), Thomas Brothers combines an intimate knowledge of Armstrong’s
life with the boldness to examine his place in such a racially charged landscape and
illuminates the life and work of the man many consider to be the greatest American
musician of the twentieth century.

Playing for the Benefit of the Band: 
New Orleans Music Culture
Lee Friedlander first visited NOLA in 1957 and immediately began
photographing the aging pioneers of jazz. Storied figures such as Duke
Ellington, Mahalia Jackson, Sweet Emma Barrett, Sister Gertrude
Morgan, Johnny St. Cyr and other luminaries are captured in their
homes and back rooms in which they gathered to play in Playing for the
Benefit of the Band ($60, Yale, 9780300204407), an inmate history in
over 200 photographs.

LOCAL FLAVORS



Past and Present: A Delicate Balance
The Other Story
Nicolas Duhamel’s debut novel — sparked by the process
of digging into his past — is a runaway success, bringing
him fame and fortune.  But his friends and family begin to
turn away from him as he spends more time charting his
fame on Facebook and Twitter than he does with them. The
Other Story ($26.99, St. Martin’s Press, 9781250045133), by
Tatiana de Rosnay, reveals how it is that secrets — howev-
er deeply buried — always have a way of surfacing.

Astonish Me
Joan is a ballerina whose life has been shaped by her rela-
tionship with the world-famous dancer Arslan Ruskov,
whom she helps defect from the Soviet Union to the U.S.
Her career ends when she becomes pregnant and decides to
marry a long-time admirer. When her son, now a ballet
prodigy himself, comes into close contact with Arslan,
explosive secrets are revealed that shatter the delicate bal-
ance Joan has struck between her past and present. Astonish
Me ($25.95, Knopf, 9780307962904), by Maggie Shipstead,
investigates the bonds that hold us.

Be Safe I Love You
Lauren Clay’s family and friends are thrilled to see her
return from a tour of duty in Iraq. They can’t help but
notice, though, that something isn’t quite right. Lauren has
an indestructible bond with her brother Danny, and leads
him into the glacial woods of Canada, believing that she’s
teaching him survival skills. What could have happened to
her in Iraq to set her on this path? Cara Hoffman reminds
us of the corrosive effects that war has on the psyche in Be
Safe I Love You ($26, Simon & Schuster, 9781451641318), a
heart-wrenching novel about war and homecoming, love
and duty, and an impassioned look at the effects of war on
women — as soldiers and caregivers, both at home and on
the front lines.

You Should Have Known
The life of therapist Grace Reinhart Sachs is filled with
familiarity. She lives in the same apartment in which she
grew up, sends her son to the same school she attended,
and treasures her loving relationship with long-time 
husband Jonathan. Weeks before her new book is pub-
lished, her life unravels in a chain of terrible revelations.
You Should Have Known ($26, Grand Central, 978-
1455599493) is an excellent literary mystery and sharp
look at mid-life angst.

The Lost Sisterhood
Anne Fortier, who combined medieval history with a con-
temporary romantic mystery in her last book, Juliet, has
done it again with her latest, The Lost Sisterhood ($27,
Ballantine, 9780345536228). Diana Morgan is an Oxford
lecturer who has devoted her life to the study of the leg-
endary female warriors known as Amazons. Could it be
because her eccentric grandmother had claimed to be one
herself? When a mysterious foundation makes Diana an
offer she can’t refuse, she travels to North Africa and
unearths tantalizing evidence of the Amazons’ existence.
With danger lurking at every turn, and unsure of whom to
trust, Diana finds herself on a daring and dangerous quest
for truth that will forever change her world.

The Divorce Papers
Susan Rieger’s debut romantic comedy, The Divorce Papers
($25, Crown, 9780804137447), brilliantly tells the story of
one very messy, very high-profile divorce, and the endear-
ingly cynical young lawyer dragooned into handling it. Told
through personal correspondence, office memos, emails,
articles, and legal papers, the novel explores the compli-
cated family dynamic that results when marriage fails.
You’ll love the characters and feel like a voyeur while
you’re laughing out loud.

Love & Treasure
Though Ayelet Waldman is married to acclaimed novelist
Michael Chabon, she doesn’t need any of his talent to 
rub off, since she has plenty of her own, as evidenced in
her new book, Love & Treasure ($26.95, Knopf,
9780385533546). This multi-generational story centers on
a pendant that Jack Wiseman gives to his granddaughter,
as he asks her to find its rightful owner. The pendant was
but one of many pieces that Nazis had confiscated in
Hungary during WWII, where Lt. Wiseman had been
charged with guarding the treasure recovered from the
Hungarian Gold Train. Based on the true story of the Gold
Train, Waldman poses hard questions about the value of
precious things in a time when life itself has no value.
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Citadel
Of Kate Mosse’s final installment in the Languedoc trilogy
(Labyrinth and Sepulchre), Kirkus Reviews had this to say
about Citadel ($26.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062281258):
“Raiders of the Lost Ark meets The Da Vinci Code, with
lashings of Nazis and belles mademoiselles.” That neatly
summarizes this engaging story about a group of determined
women fighting for the French Resistance, codenamed
Citadel. But they must also protect an ancient secret that, if
discovered by their ruthless enemies, could change the
course of history. A superb blend of rugged action and
haunting mystery.

Frog Music
We marvel at an author’s ability to dig up a little-known fac-
tual event in history, then bring it to life with meticulous
research, colorful characters, and a captivating story-line.
That’s just what Emma Donoghue (Room) has done with
her first literary crime novel, Frog Music ($27, Little, Brown,
9780316324687). San Francisco’s intense heatwave of 1876 is
almost palpable when Jenny Bonnet is shot dead. Her friend
Blanche risks everything to bring Jenny’s murderer to justice
— if he doesn’t track her down first. With feminist under-
tones and lots of human interest, you’ll find this an alluring
read.

Otherwise Engaged
Amity Doncaster didn’t expect to be kidnapped on a
London street in broad daylight, especially by a blade-wield-
ing man in a black silk mask. But “The Bridegroom,” as he
is known, is obsessed with Amity’s scandalous relationship
with Benedict Stanbridge, tenuous as it might be. Amity and
Benedict are determined to end The Bridegroom’s reign of
terror in Otherwise Engaged ($26.95, Putnam,
9780399165146), the latest from bestselling author Jayne
Ann Krentz’s alter-ego, Amanda Quick.

Night Diver
You’ll be immersed in the underwater world of divers and
treasure hunters when you read Elizabeth Lowell’s latest,
Night Diver ($26.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062132826). Kate
Donnelly is beckoned to St. Vincent to salvage her family’s
diving and marine recovery business. Holden Cameron is
tasked with investigating the suspicious activity surrounding
a Donnelly dive to recover treasure from the ancient wreck
of a pirate ship. The deeper Kate and Holden plummet into
the mystery of disappearing treasure — and divers — the
closer they come to each other, igniting a combustible chem-
istry too hot to ignore.

History and Mystery All In One
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Natchez Burning
Fans of bestselling author Greg Iles will already know
Southern lawyer and former prosecutor Penn Cage from his
previous novels, like The Devil’s Punchbowl. In Iles’s latest,
Natchez Burning ($27.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062311078),
Penn must defend his father, charged with murdering the
nurse with whom he worked in the early ‘60s. As Penn
becomes privy to Natchez’s oldest and deadliest secrets,
including a KKK splinter group, everything is on the line —
including his own life. With electrifying plot turns, you’ll find
this thriller impossible to put down.

The Accident
Chris Pavone’s new novel begins with literary agent Isabel
Reed turning the final pages of a mysterious, anonymous
manuscript, The Accident ($26, Crown, 9780385348454). At
the same time, veteran CIA operative Hayden Gray is deter-
mined that the story — with its potential to bring down high-
profile figures in business and in government – never see the
light of day. Meanwhile, the author himself is hiding in a
shadowy expat life, trying to atone for a lifetime’s worth of
lies and betrayals by having the manuscript published, while
always looking over his shoulder. As their lives collide,
everyone is in mortal peril. Pavone gives us an engaging
thriller with insights into the inner workings of the publish-
ing world as a bonus.

The Promise
In the early 1900s, it wouldn’t take much more than a scan-
dalous relationship to set tongues wagging in Dayton, Ohio.
As a result, Catherine Wainwright is forced to escape by
agreeing to marry childhood friend Oscar Williams, resettle
on Galveston Island, and join an instant family with Oscar’s
little boy Andre and his housekeeper Nan. When a devastat-
ing storm descends upon Galveston, Catherine and Nan find
themselves tested as never before. The Promise ($24.95,
Skyhorse, 9781629142364), by Ann Weisgarber, is a gripping
story about loyalty and hidden love.

Available
4/29

Available
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Available
4/8

The Serpent of Venice
Much to the delight of his many fans and faithful fol-
lowers, Christopher Moore’s latest, The Serpent of
Venice ($26.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780061779763) is a
hilarious mash-up of Othello, The Merchant of Venice,
and Edgar Allan Poe’s The Cask of Amontillado. With
a trio of nefarious Venetian merchants (one of whom
is named Iago), Pocket the Fool, and an amorous sea
creature, Moore not only delivers his trademark off-
the-wall wit, but also manages to skewer greed,
hypocrisy and racism — all too prevalent in today’s
world.Available

4/22



Indies Introduce Pick
Salvage
Ava is a teenage girl living aboard the male-dominated, 
conservative deep space merchant ship Parastrata. She can-
not read and cannot write and her family is a tangle of secrets.
When Ava makes a mistake where there are dire conse-
quences, she flees to the Gyre, a floating continent of garbage
and scrap in the Pacific Ocean. Alexandra Duncan takes us
on Ava’s personal journey through the struggles of humanity
to claim herself in Salvage ($17.99, Greenwillow,
9780062220141), an astonishing debut novel. Ages 13+ 

Coming of Age Beautiful Voices
Can’t and Won’t
Lydia Davis has been called “a real writer’s
writer” for her distinctive brand of storytelling.
She’s playful, daring, thoughtful, witty, and funny
… inventive, intelligent, and attentive. Winner of
the Man Booker International prize, Davis now
offers her fifth collection of stories, one-liners,
thoughts, poems, and observations with Can’t and
Won’t ($26, FSG, 9780374118587), a refreshing
collection to savor with a good pot of tea.

The Empathy Exams
Beginning with her experience as a medical actor,
Leslie Jamison’s visceral and revealing essays ask
essential questions about our basic understand-
ing of others: How should we care about each
other? Jamison draws from her own life experi-
ence and with honesty and creativity, opens us to
the possibility that empathy — for ourself and
others — is what can close the distance in our
relationships. The Empathy Exams ($15, Graywolf
Press, 9781555976712) is a beautiful collection
shaped by humility and grace.
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The Strange and Beautiful Sorrows 
of Ava Lavender
Foolish love appears to be the Roux family birthright, an omi-
nous forecast for its most recent progeny, Ava Lavender. Ava
is born with the wings of a bird. In a quest to understand her
peculiar disposition and a growing desire to fit in with her
peers, sixteen-year old Ava ventures into the wider world, ill-
prepared for what she might discover and naive to the twisted
motives of others. In The Strange and Beautiful Sorrows of Ava
Lavender ($17.99, Candlewick, 9780763665661), debut author
Leslye Walton has constructed a layered and unforgettable
mythology of what it means to be born with hearts that are
tragically, exquisitely human. Ages 14+

Noggin
The in between part is still a little fuzzy, but Travis can tell you
that, at some point or another, his head got chopped off and
shoved into a freezer in Denver, Colorado. Five years later, it
was reattached to some other guy’s body, and well, here he is.
Despite all logic, he’s still sixteen, but everything and everyone
around him has changed. Noggin ($17.99, Atheneum,
9781442458727), by John Corey Whaley, is a touching, hilari-
ous, and wholly original coming-of-age story. Ages 14+

What I Thought Was True
Cass Somers is a rich kid from across the bridge in Stony Bay,
and Gwen hails from a family of fishermen and housecleaners
who keep the island’s summer people happy. Sparks fly and
secret histories unspool as Gwen spends a gorgeous, 
restless summer struggling to resolve what she thought was
true — about the place she lives, the people she loves, and
even herself — with what really is. Huntley Fitzpatrick delivers
a story full of expectation and regret, humor and hard ques-
tions, and a romance that will make every reader swoon in
What I Thought Was True ($17.99, Dial, 9780803739093). Ages
14+

Firefly July
A few perfect words and pictures
can make the world glow.
Spotlighting poems selected by
acclaimed poet Paul B. Janeczko
and gorgeously illustrated by
Melissa Sweet, Firefly July: A Year of
Very Short Poems ($16.99,
Candlewick, 9780763648428) is a
celebration of the four seasons.
Expressive watercolor, gouache,
and mixed media collages in this
picture book all invite us to sit and
simply experience the beauty of the
moment. A lovely gift for all ages.

April is National Poetry Month
Celebrate the Art of Poetry



Let’s Cuddle Up & Read
Ollie’s Easter Eggs
Gossie, Gertie, BooBoo, and Peedie are all
dyeing Easter eggs. Ollie wants Easter eggs
too and he has a plan for how to get them!
Come find out what Ollie does to create the
best Easter egg hunt of all. Humor and vibrant
ink-and-watercolor illustrations fill Olivier
Dunrea’s board book Ollie’s Easter Eggs
($6.99, HMH, 9780547859187) and the sheet
of colorful stickers included just add all the
more to the fun. Ages 1-3

The Pigeon Needs a Bath!
The Pigeon needs a bath! Except the Pigeon 
is not so sure about that. Besides, he took a
bath last month! Maybe. What’s it going to
take to get the Pigeon to take the plunge?
Find out in The Pigeon Needs a Bath! ($16.99,
Disney Press, 9781423190875), the latest from
one of our favorite bestselling authors, Mo
Willems. Ages 3-6

The Adventures of Beekle
Award-winning author and illustrator Dan
Santat combines classic storytelling with
breathtaking art, creating an unforgettable
tale about friendship, imagination, and the
courage to find one’s place in the world. An
imaginary friend patiently waits his turn to be
chosen by a real child, but is overlooked time
and again. Come on the magical journey to
meet his match in The Adventures of Beekle
($17, Little Brown,  9780316199988). Ages 2-5

Shoe Dog
Shoe Dog likes to chew. And chew and chew.
But he doesn’t chew a boring old bone. Not a
squeaky old toy. Not a smelly old sock. Nope.
Shoe Dogs chews...well, take a guess! Chewing
shoes poses a problem, however, and Shoe
Dog needs help to solve it. Good thing there’s
Shoe Cat to help! Megan McDonald (author
of the Judy Moody books) and illustrator
Katherine Tillotson collaborate on Shoe Dog
($17.99, Atheneum, 9781416979326), an
adorable read-aloud ideal for all who love ani-
mals. Ages 4-8

Yoko Finds Her Way
Yoko and her mama are going on a trip to Japan! Yoko
helps Mama get to and through the airport by reading
signs along the way. By the time they get to their gate,
Mama is exhausted. While Mama rests, Yoko goes to
the washroom, but takes the wrong turn and finds 
herself on the moving walkway, zipping toward
Baggage Claim. With her flair for sly humor, Rosemary
Wells defuses an anxious situation by keeping Yoko
cool and confident and using her reading skills for a
happy ending in Yoko Finds Her Way ($16.99, Disney
Press, 9781423165125). Ages 3-6. Avail. 4/8

Gravity
The earth is a fascinating place. What keeps objects
from floating out of your hand? What if your feet drift-
ed away from the ground? What stops everything from
floating into space? Gravity. Jason Chin offers a beau-
tiful book with exuberant spreads and a story of a boy
playing at the beach to explain gravity and imagine the
possibilities of a world without it in Gravity ($16.99,
Roaring Brook, 9781596437173). Ages 5-8. Avail. 4/29

President Taft Is Stuck in the Bath
George Washington crossed the Delaware in the dead
of night. Abraham Lincoln saved the Union. And
President William Howard Taft, a man of great stature
— well, he got stuck in a bathtub. Author Mac Barnett
and illustrator Chris Van Dusen bring their full
comedic weight to this legendary story, imagining a
parade of clueless cabinet members advising the exas-
perated president, leading up to a hugely satisfying,
hilarious finale in President Taft Is Stuck in the Bath
($16.99, Candlewick, 9780763663179). Ages 4-8

He Has Shot the President!
The fifth installment in Don Brown’s Actual Times
series featuring significant days in American history
covers the Lincoln assassination and the ensuing man-
hunt. Defined by the long and brutal Civil War, and set
on a collision course toward tragedy, both Lincoln and
Booth emerge as vivid characters in He Has Shot the
President! ($17.99, Roaring Brook, 9781596432246).
Ages 6-9. Avail. 4/1
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The Mark of Athena
The Greek and Roman demigods will have to cooperate
in order to defeat the giants released by the Earth
Mother, Gaea. Then they will have to sail together to
the ancient land to find the Doors of Death. What
exactly are the Doors of Death? Much of the prophecy
remains a mystery. With old friends and new friends
joining forces, a marvelous ship, fearsome foes, and an
exotic setting, The Mark of Athena ($9.99, Disney,
9781423142003), Book 3 in the Heroes of Olympus
series, is another unforgettable adventure by master
storyteller Rick Riordan. Ages 10-13

Swim That Rock
When his dad goes missing in a fishing-boat accident,
fourteen-year-old Jake refuses to think he may have lost
his father forever. When the family’s diner may be
repossessed by loan sharks, Jake is determined to work
hard and earn enough money to ensure his family’s
security and save the diner in time. John Rocco’s Swim
That Rock ($16.99, Candlewick, 9780763669058) is a
fast-paced coming-of-age story that beautifully captures
the essence of coastal life, the struggles of blue-collar
family dynamics, and the dreams of one boy to come
into his own. Ages 12+

To All the Boys I’ve Loved
Before
What if all the crushes you ever had found out how you
felt about them...all at once? Lara Jean Song keeps her
love letters in a hatbox her mother gave her. They aren’t
love letters that anyone else wrote for her; these are
secret letters she’s written for her eyes only. One day her
secret letters are mailed, and suddenly, Lara Jean’s love
life goes from imaginary to out of control in To All the
Boys I’ve Loved Before ($17.99, S&S, 9781442426702)
from bestselling author Jenny Han. Ages 12+

She Is Not Invisible
Laureth Peak’s father has taught her to look for recur-
ring events, patterns, and numbers — a skill at which
she’s remarkably talented. Her secret: She is blind. But
when her father goes missing, Laureth and her 7-year-
old brother Benjamin are thrust into a mystery that
takes them to New York City where surviving will take
all her skill at spotting the amazing, shocking, and
sometimes dangerous connections in a world full of
darkness. In She Is Not Invisible ($16.99, Roaring Brook,
9781596438019), Marcus Sedgwick sheds a light on the
delicate ties that bind people to each other. Ages 12-17

Amazing Adventures
Fly Away
Everyone in Lucy’s family sings. Opera. Rap. Lullabies.
Everyone except Lucy. Just like singing, helping Aunt Frankie
prepare for flooding season is a family tradition — even if
Frankie doesn’t want the help. And this year, when the flood
arrives, danger finds its way into the heart of Lucy’s family, and
Lucy will need to find her voice to save her brother. Newbery
Award-winning author Patricia MacLachlan (Sarah, Plain and
Tall) offers an enchanting story about one brave girl who saves
her family from losing everything in Fly Away ($15.99, Margaret

McElderry, 9781442460089). Ages 7-9

A World Without Princes
Magic and romance battle each other in the much anticipated
sequel to the bestselling novel The School for Good and Evil by
Shoman Chainani. Best friends Sophie and Agatha return to the
spectacular world where the only way out of a fairy tale is to live
through one. Together, they have the strength to face unseen
enemies and new threats. But what will happen when they are
torn apart? Find out in Book #2, A World Without Princes
($16.99, HarperCollins, 9780062104922). Ages 8-12

The Boundless
“The Boundless,” the greatest train ever built, is on its maiden
voyage across the country, and first-class passenger Will Everett
is about to embark on the adventure of his life! When Will ends
up in possession of the key to a train car containing priceless
treasures, he becomes the target of sinister figures from his
past. With villains fast on their heels, can Will and Maren reach
Will’s father and save the train before someone winds up dead?
Hop on board Kenneth Oppel’s The Boundless ($16.99, S&S,
9781442472884) for a wild ride in this epic novel. Ages 8-12

Aviary Wonders Inc. Spring Catalog
and Instruction Manual
Since 2031, Aviary Wonders Inc. has offered bird lovers a
unique opportunity: Assemble your own bird from stun-
ningly beautiful and carefully hand-crafted parts. The birds
can even be taught to fly and to sing! This slyly satirical
crafter’s delight is offered as the perfect antidote to extinc-
tion of birds in the wild. Brilliantly illustrated with oil paint-
ings and filled with laugh-aloud asides as well as facts about
extinct species, Aviary Wonders Inc. Spring Catalog and
Instruction Manual ($17.99, Clarion, 9780547978994) by Kate Samworth is a clever
and thought-provoking mock catalog that looks into an all-too-possible future.
Ages 9-12
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The Adventures of Henry Thoreau
Who was this unsophisticated young man who immedi-
ately became a protégé of Ralph Waldo Emerson? Why
did Thoreau go to Walden? Why did he leave so soon?
In the detailed and textured narrative style that made
The Story of Charlotte’s Web a best book of 2011,
Michael Sims brings to life the man behind the most
beloved children’s book of the twentieth century, and
the real-life spiders and pigs behind him in The
Adventures of Henry Thoreau ($27, Bloomsbury,
9781620401958). 

How About Never — 
Is Never Good For You?
Bob Mankoff will say he’s fortunate to have the two best
jobs in the world … cartoon editor of The New Yorker
and cartoonist at the magazine as well. With the help of
myriad images and his funniest, most beloved cartoons,
Bob traces his love of the craft all the way back to his
childhood. We learn how his abandoned study of psy-
chology actually fed his work in discovering ways to
make us laugh. How About Never — Is Never Good For
You? ($32.50, Holt, 9780805095906) is a perfect “go-to”
gift worth hours of entertainment and laughter. 

All Creatures Great and Small
Delve into the magical, unforgettable world of James
Herriot, the world’s most beloved veterinarian, as he
shares his memorable stories of treating patients during
the course of his career. With humor, compassion, and
love of the animal world, All Creatures Great and Small
($15.99, Griffin, 9781250057839) is joyous, funny, and
touching.

1954
Hall of Fame baseball writer Bill Madden tells the story
of the first time in major league history that two black
players led their respective teams to the World Series.
Set against the backdrop of a racially charged nation
and a still predominantly all-white major league land-
scape, 1954 ($25.99, Da Capo, 9780306823329) vividly
chronicles the legendary season of Willie Mays, the
dawn of the career of Henry Aaron, and how the events
of 1954 changed baseball forever.

Fascinating Lives

8

The Crusades of Cesar Chavez
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Miriam Pawel profiles
the man who rose from migrant worker to found a labor
union and inspire one of the great social movements of
the 20th century. In The Crusades of Cesar Chavez ($35,
Bloomsbury, 9781608197101), Pawel reveals the self-
educated historian, brilliant strategist, and streetwise
organizer who also had tragic flaws, soaring dreams, and
profound humanity. This first comprehensive biography
is the perfect companion to the film “Cesar Chavez: An
American Hero,” due to open in April. 

The Tastemaker
Carl Van Vechten was the most influential cultural
impresario of the early twentieth century: a patron and
dealmaker of the Harlem Renaissance, a photographer
who captured the era’s icons, and a novelist who created
some of the Jazz Age’s most salacious stories. In 
The Tastemaker ($30, FSG, 9780374201579), Edward
White encompasses Van Vechten’s private fears and
longings, as well as Manhattan’s raucous, taboo-busting
social scene of which he was such a central part. A mas-
terful portrait of an important contributor to American
culture.

Blood Will Out
In 1998, Walter Kirn, then an aspiring novelist, set out
on a peculiar, fateful errand: to personally deliver a crip-
pled dog from his home in Montana to the New York
apartment of Clark Rockefeller, a secretive young
banker who had adopted the dog over the Internet. Thus
began a fifteen-year relationship that drew Kirn deep
into the fun-house world of an outlandish, eccentric son
of privilege who ultimately would be unmasked as a
brazen serial impostor, child kidnapper, and brutal mur-
derer. Blood Will Out ($25.95, Liveright, 9780871404510)
is a tale of self-invention, upward mobility, and intellec-
tual arrogance.

New in
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Understanding Our World
Savage Harvest
The mysterious disappearance of Michael Rockefeller in
New Guinea in 1961 has kept the world and his powerful,
influential family guessing for years. Now, award-winning
journalist Carl Hoffman uncovers what he found when trav-
eling to New Guinea, immersing himself in a world of head-
hunters and cannibals, secret spirits and customs, and getting
to know generations of Asmat. This decades-old mystery is
solved in Savage Harvest ($26.99, Wm. Morrow,
9780062116154), a fascinating portrait of the clash between
civilizations that resulted in the death of one of America’s
richest and most powerful scions.

Dark Invasion
When a “neutral” United States becomes a trading partner for
the Allies early in World War I, the Germans implement a
secret plan to strike back. A team of saboteurs — including an
expert on germ warfare, a Harvard professor, and a brilliant,
debonair spymaster — devise a series of “mysterious acci-
dents” using explosives and biological weapons, to bring down
vital targets such as ships, factories, livestock, and even cap-
tains of industry like J. P. Morgan. Filled with intensity, illus-
trated with eight pages of photos, Howard Blum’s Dark
Invasion ($27.99, Harper, 9780062307552) is a riveting war
thriller that chillingly echoes our own time.

War! What Is It Good For?
Renowned historian and archaeologist Ian Morris tells the
gruesome, gripping story of fifteen thousand years of war,
going beyond the battles and brutality to reveal what war has
really done to and for the world. In War! What Is It Good For?
($30, FSG, 9780374286002), Morris contends that the next
half-century is going to be the most dangerous of all time and
argues that only if we understand what war has been good for
can we know where it will take us next.

The Tyranny of Experts
In The Tyranny of Experts ($29.99, Basic Books,
9780465031252), economist William Easterly, bestselling
author of The White Man’s Burden, traces the history of the
fight against global poverty, showing not only how these tac-
tics have trampled the individual freedom of the world’s
poor, but how in doing so have suppressed a vital debate
about an alternative approach to solving poverty: freedom.
Easterly’s assault on anti-poverty programs and presentation
of a new model of development should stir debate and action
to remove these barriers to progress.

Talk Like TED
TED — which stands for technology, entertainment, and design
— brings together the world’s leading innovators and thinkers.
And TED Talks have redefined the elements of a successful
presentation and become the gold standard for public speaking.
These talks are the presentations that set the world on fire, and
the techniques that top TED speakers use are the same ones
that will make any presentation more dynamic, fire up any
team, and give anyone the confidence to overcome their fear of
public speaking. If ideas are the true currency of the twenty-
first century, Carmine Gallo gives us the tools to deliver our
ideas in Talk Like TED ($24.99, St. Martin’s, 9781250041128).

Creativity, Inc.
For nearly twenty years, Pixar has dominated the world of
animation, producing such beloved films as the “Toy Story”
trilogy, “Finding Nemo,” and others which have gone on to
set box-office records and garner thirty Academy Awards.
The joyousness of the storytelling, the inventive plots, the
emotional authenticity – in some ways, Pixar movies define
the very elements of creativity. In Creativity, Inc. ($28,
Random House, 9780812993011) co-founder Ed Catmull
reveals the ideals and techniques that have made Pixar so
widely admired — and so profitable.

Decisive
Chip and Dan Heath, the bestselling authors of Switch and Made
to Stick, tackle one of the most critical topics in our work and
personal lives: how to make better decisions. Their research
revealed that our decisions are interrupted by an array of biases
and irrationalities, like overconfidence and seeking information
that supports us. With Decisive: How to Make Better Choices in
Life and Work ($26, Crown, 9780307956392), we can stop agoniz-
ing over our decisions and use insights and strategies that help
us widen our options, reality test assumptions, attain distance,
and anticipate other outcomes. 
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New Life, No Instructions
What do you do when the story changes in midlife?
Perhaps during the course of our lives we come of age
again and again, finding our lives a little off kilter 
and gathering our wits in order to proceed. In a beau-
tifully written memoir, Pulitzer Prize winner and 
bestselling author Gail Caldwell opens her life to us
in New Life, No Instructions ($23, Random House,
9781400069545). Lyrical, insightful, and moving.

I Can’t Complain
In her two decades of writing, Elinor Lipman has
populated her fictional universe with characters so
utterly real that we feel like they’re old friends. Now
she shares an even more intimate world with us — her
own — in essays that offer a candid, charming take on
modern life. She writes about what matters most:
childhood and condiments, long marriage and solo
living, career and politics in I Can’t Complain ($14.95,
Mariner, 9780544227903). A great girlfriend gift for
those who love Nora Ephron and Anna Quindlen.

Seeds of Hope
Long before her work with chimpanzees, Jane
Goodall’s passion for the natural world sprouted in
the backyard of her childhood home in England,
where she climbed her beech tree and made elderber-
ry wine with her grandmother. The garden her family
began then, she continues to enjoy today. Looking at
the world as an adventurer, scientist, and devotee of
sustainable foods and gardening and setting forth sim-
ple goals we can all take to protect the plants around
us, Goodall delivers a graceful and passionate story in
Seeds of Hope: Wisdom and Wonder from the World of
Plants ($30, Grand Central, 9781455554492). An ele-
gantly written, insightful, and uplifting book about the
potential for healing our bodies as well as the planet.

Our Lives
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Paradise in Plain Sight
When Karen Maezen Miller and her family land in a
house with a hundred-year-old Japanese garden, she
found a sanctuary full of gentle lessons in her back-
yard. Through her eyes, rocks convey faith, ponds
preach stillness, flowers give love, and leaves express
the effortless ease of letting go. Miller’s voice imparts
both peace and lightheartedness in Paradise in Plain
Sight ($15.95, New World Library, 9781608682522), a
beautiful meditation to enjoy each season of the year.

Edible Spots & Pots
The whole idea of an “anywhere” garden is fascinat-
ing. Now, you can use growing bags, hanging pouches,
decorative pots on the patio, and small raised beds to
mix and match vegetables, herbs, small fruits and edi-
ble flowers. Stacey Hirvela offers affordable, practical
solutions for busy gardeners in Edible Spots & Pots
($23.99, Rodale, 9781609619596). You’ll learn to
choose the right plant for the right spot and be on
your way to a successful “anywhere” garden.

The Bridesmaids
What do a former fashion model, an ex-nun, and a
frat boy have in common? Virtually nothing, except
that each has experienced a universal rite of pas-
sage: being a bridesmaid. Opening with her own
experiences as a five-time ‘maid, editor and journal-
ist Eimear Lynch serves up stories that are by turns
heartfelt, funny, scandalous, and sometimes down-
right strange in The Bridesmaids: True Tales of Love,
Envy, Loyalty … and Terrible Dresses ($16, Picador
USA, 9781250041777). A perfect gift for girlfriends
who said “I Do” for the upcoming wedding.

Ketchup Is a Vegetable
Robin O’Bryant is the author of Robin’s Chicks, one
of the most popular blogs on motherhood, misun-
derstandings and musings. Just in time for Mother’s
Day comes her collection of essays that will not only
make you laugh and cry, but realize that you’re not
alone in your journey. Pour yourself some “mommy
juice” and relax with Ketchup Is a Vegetable: And
Other Lies Moms Tell Themselves ($15.99, Griffin,
9781250054142).
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Veronica K. A. Brooks-Sigler recommends
Be Safe I Love You
Cara Hoffman’s first book, So Much Pretty, was a stunner, and her newest, Be Safe I
Love You ($26, S&S, 9781451641318), is equally compelling. To say it is about a soldier
with PTSD would be to be minimize the complexity of the damage Lauren, the main
character, and her family and friends sustain long before tours of duty. Hoffman’s
writing grips like the memories of war and pain and what we were asked to pretend
we never saw — or did. 

James Wilson recommends
The Noble Hustle: Poker, Beef Jerky, and Death
If you’re interested in the World Series of Poker (WSOP), you should definitely read
this book! Well, even if you don’t you should probably read it anyway. I know nothing
about poker, but love Colson Whitehead’s writing — and he does not disappoint in
The Noble Hustle: Poker, Beef Jerky, and Death ($24.95, Doubleday,
9780385537056). Although there’s lots of poker jargon (which I didn’t quite
understand), I still loved the book. His observations are laugh-out-loud funny. Now
where can I apply for my citizenship to Republic of Anhedonia?

May We Recommend …

RUTA SEPETYS
Out of the Easy
T.A. BARRON
The Heartlight Saga
Sunday, May 11, 1:30 pm
Known among locals as the daughter of a
brothel prostitute, Josie wants more out of 
life than the Big Easy has to offer. She devises
a plan get out, but a mysterious death in the
Quarter leaves Josie tangled in an

investigation that will challenge her allegiance to her mother, 
her conscience, and more in Out of the Easy ($9.99, Speak,
9780147508430) by bestselling and award-winning novelist 
Ruta Sepetys.

As she travels to a distant galaxy to save the
life of her astronomer grandfather in
Heartlight, Kate goes back in time to a lost
Native American tribe in The Ancient One,
and ultimately down to the very bottom of the
sea in The Merlin Effect. Weaving together
mystery, mysticism, and magic, and exploring
themes of mortality, interconnectedness, and
the fragility of the environment, T.A. Barron’s
The Heartlight Saga ($10.99, Puffin,
9780147510327) is a testament to the power
that each of us has within us to make a
difference in our world. 

SARAH PEKKANEN
Catching Air
Thursday, May 15, 6 pm
A chance to run a B&B in snowy, remote
Vermont—it’s an offer Kira Danner can’t
resist after six soul-crushing years of working
as a lawyer in Florida. As Kira and her
husband, Peter, step into a brand new life, she
quells her fears about living with the B&B’s
co-owners: Peter’s sexy, irresponsible brother
Rand, and Rand’s wife, Alyssa...who is
essentially a stranger. Internationally best-selling author Sarah
Pekkanen joins us on book tour for her latest novel, Catching Air
($15, Washington Square, 9781451673531), filled with wit and
warmth and the essence of the vital relationships that give shape
to women’s lives.

K.L. ARMSTRONG 
& M.A. MARR
Odin’s Ravens
Sunday, May 18, 1 pm
K.L. Armstrong & M.A. Marr had been
friends for several years and found
themselves spending hours talking about
mythology and monsters. Today, they write
stories filled with explosive action,
adventure, and larger-than-life Norse
legends. Join us as they talk about their

latest book, Odin’s Ravens ($17, Little Brown, 9780316204989)
where thirteen-year-old Matt Thorsen, a modern day descendant
of the Norse god Thor, is chosen to represent Thor in an epic
battle to prevent the apocalypse. Ages 9-12
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OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
3rd Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, April 19, 10:30 am
The Good Lord Bird by James McBride
Fleeing his violent master at the side of abolitionist John Brown at the height of the slavery
debate in mid-nineteenth-century Kansas Territory, Henry pretends to be a girl to hide his
identity throughout the raid on Harpers Ferry in 1859. A fascinating combination of history and
mystery, The Good Lord Bird ($27.95, Riverhead, 9781594486340) is the winner of the 2013
National Book Award for Fiction.  

Saturday, May 17, 10:30 am
Check with us online for this month’s selection.

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
2nd Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, April 12, 10:30 am
Who Fears Death? by Nnedi Okorafor
In a far-future, post-apocalyptic Saharan Africa, genocide plagues one region. When the only
surviving member of a slain village is brutally raped, she manages to escape, wandering farther
into the desert. She gives birth to a baby girl with hair and skin the color of sand, and instinctively
knows her daughter is different. She names her daughter Onyesonwu, which means “Who Fears
Death?” in an ancient African tongue. Nnedi Okorafor’s critically acclaimed novel Who Fears
Death? ($15, Daw, 9780756406691) was inspired by her Nigerian heritage and many trips to
Africa.

Saturday, May 10, 10:30 am
The Blazing World & Other Writings by Margaret Cavendish
Cavendish, Duchess of Newcastle, was one of the seventeenth century’s most striking
figures, experimental in her personality as much as in her prolific writings. She
published a dozen substantial books including poetry, moral tales, speculative fiction,
romance, scientific treatises, natural philosophy, drama, orations, and biography and a
memoir. With The Blazing World and Other Writings ($17, Penguin, 9780140433722),
we’ll explore the experimentation and diversity of her work.

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

BOOK CLUBS
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DELFEAYO MARSALIS
No Cellphone Day
Saturday, April 5, 10 am, 
Sponsored by the Child Development Program
What could we enjoy during a technology-free day? In No Cellphone Day
($16.99, Kidstown Press, 9780989519502), Delfeayo and his daughter decide

to put down their cell phones for a day and explore their hometown of New Orleans. Along
the way, they see the sites, hear the sounds and enjoy all the great things “The Big Easy”
has to offer. Most importantly, they spend quality time together! 

MICHAEL PATRICK WELCH
New Orleans: The Underground Guide
Saturday, April 5, 6 pm
With a respectful nod to the traditional and a full embrace of the obscure,
New Orleans: The Underground Guide ($ 19.95, LSU Press, 9780807156063)
takes us on a tour to discover the city as it really is — from a speakeasy in
the Bywater neighborhood to the delightfully sketchy vibe of St. Roch

Tavern. Please join us to meet lead author Michael Patrick Welch and listen to live music
in the bookstore … and celebrate an unexpected tableau of musicians, venues, and novel
ways to pass the bon temps. 

GEORGE PACKER
The Unwinding
Wednesday, April 9, 5:30 pm
American democracy is beset by a sense of crisis. Seismic shifts during a
single generation have created a country of winners and losers, allowing
unprecedented freedom while rending the social contract, driving the
political system to the verge of breakdown, and setting citizens adrift to

find new paths forward. James Carville will join us to introduce bestselling author George
Packer (The Assassins’ Gate). Packer’s new book, The Unwinding ($16, FSG,
9780374534608), journeys through the lives of several Americans to portray the story of the
United States over the past three decades — exposing an American democracy in crisis.

DANE HUCKELBRIDGE
Bourbon: A History of the American Spirit
Wednesday, April 9, 7 pm
Bourbon has been at turns rebellious and traditional, liberating and
destructive, regional and global; to know it is to understand the American
story. In Bourbon ($25.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062241399), Dane
Huckelbridge takes us on a lively tour across three hundred years,
introducing the fascinating people central to its creation and evolution.

WHITNEY STEWART
A Catfish Tale
Saturday April 12, 1:30 pm
Deep in the bayou, a Cajun fisherman named Jack catches a
magic fish that offers to grant wishes in exchange for being set
free. Jack doesn’t have a lot of wishes, but his wife Jolie sure

does—for a mansion, a paddleboat, fame and fortune! With each wish, all the fish says is
“Ah, tooloulou — if that ain’t the easiest thing to do.” But when Jolie wants to be crowned
Mardi Gras queen, have things gone too far? Come meet Whitney Stewart and listen to a
new favorite storybook set in NOLA, A Catfish Tale ($16.99, Albert Whitman,
9780807510988). 

JOHN GERY
Have at You Now!
Thursday, April 17, 6 pm
We celebrate National Poetry Month with John Gery as our special guest.
Travelled in the mind and travelled in the world, Gery’s collection Have at
You Now! ($18, CW Books, 9781625490704) offers poems of wide range,
deep sympathy, and elegant craft. “I am impressed by the intelligence, the
range, the metaphysical wit of these impassioned poems, in which the poet

himself remains perpetually vigilant and self-vigilant, not only in political pieces, but even
in the splendid poems of erotic imagining.” — Stephen Romer

JOHN GRISWOLD
Pirates You Don’t Know, 
and Other Adventures in the Examined Life
Tuesday, April 22, 6 pm
For nearly ten years John Griswold has been publishing his essays in
McSweeney’s Internet Tendency, Brevity, Ninth Letter, and Adjunct
Advocate, many under the pen name Oronte Churm. Churm’s topics have

ranged widely, exploring themes such as the writing life, race issues in a university town,
and the beautiful, protective crocodiles that lie patiently waiting in the minds of fathers.
Please join us to listen to Griswold explore the comic and profound questions posed in his
new collection ($19.95, Univ. of Georgia Press, 9780820346786).

WORLD BOOK NIGHT
Wednesday, April 23
Share the Love of Reading

RICHARD SEXTON
Creole World: Photographs of New Orleans 
and the Latin Caribbean Sphere
Tuesday, April 29, 6 pm
New Orleans is part of an entire family of Latin Caribbean cities with
similar colonial histories. Founded as New World outposts of Old
World empires, these cities forged new identities from their European,

West African, and indigenous influences—by turns inspired by, in defiance of, and adapted
from all of them. Please join us to welcome fine art and media photographer Richard
Sexton when he joins us with Creole World ($49.95, Historic New Orleans Collection,
9780917860669) and takes us on a visual tour of Cuba, Ecuador, Argentina, Bolivia, Haiti,
as well as NOLA for a taste of everything the Creole world has to offer.

CARA HOFFMAN
Be Safe I Love You
Tuesday, May 6, 6 pm
See “May We Recommend…” on page 11

— continued on page 11 —

Save the Date!
JEFF KINNEY, 
DAV PILKEY 
& DAN SANTAT
Friday, May 9, 6 pm
We are thrilled to have not one, not two,
but three major children’s book authors
and illustrators at one amazing event!
This will be big, so we’ll be hosting it out
of the store in a large venue, which will
be announced soon. Please check
www.OctaviaBooks.com in the coming
weeks for how to get tickets!


