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And the Mountains 
Echoed
Khaled Hosseini’s previous novels, 
The Kite Runner and A Thousand 
Splendid Suns, have been embraced 
and adored by more than 38 million 
people worldwide. So it’s no wonder 
that we’re eagerly awaiting the release 
of his latest, And the Mountains Echoed 
($28.95, Riverhead, 978-1-594-63176-4). The story, spanning 
six decades, is again set in Afghanistan, but also tacks on 
California, France and Greece. In this tale revolving around not 
just parents and children but brothers and sisters, cousins and 
caretakers, Hosseini explores the many ways in which families 
nurture, wound, betray, honor, and sacrifi ce for one another; 
and how often we are surprised by the actions of those closest 
to us, at the times that matter most. How we love, how we take 
care of one another, and how the choices we make can resonate 
through generations are all themes to which we can relate in 
this uplifting and deeply satisfying novel.

The Ocean at the End of the Lane
Eight years have passed since Neil Gaiman’s last novel for 
adults, Anansi Boys, was published … all the more reason 
we’re looking forward to his latest story, The Ocean at the End 
of the Lane ($25.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-062-25565-5). The 
narrator, now fi fty-something, returns to 
his homeland in rural England to attend a 
funeral. Though his childhood home is long 
gone, he is drawn to the Hempstock farm 
at the end of the road. The family was odd 
even then, with mother, grandmother, and 
11-year-old daughter (who claimed that 
their duckpond was an ocean) seeming to 
be much older than their apparent ages. 
Drawing upon folk tales and mythology, 
Gaiman’s bewitching and harrowing tale of 
mystery and survival, memory and magic, 
makes the impossible all too real. Avail. 6/18

The Silver Star
In her highly acclaimed memoir, 

The Glass Castle, and previous 
novel about her grandmother, Half-
Broke Horses, Jeanette Walls writes 
with an honesty and clarity that is 
diffi cult to replicate. Now, Walls 

turns to outright fi ction in The Silver 
Star ($26, Scribner, 978-1-451-66150-7), 
starting out in a small California town 
in the 1970s. When their mother runs 

off to “fi nd herself,” 12-year-old Bean and her older sister 
Liz have little choice but to fi nd their way to Uncle Tinsley’s 
decaying mansion in Virginia. Bean soon discovers who her 
father was, and hears many stories about why their mother 
left Virginia in the fi rst place. With money tight, Bean and 
Liz start babysitting and doing offi ce work for Jerry Maddox, 
foreman of the mill in town. But Liz has trouble adjusting to 
their new life, and encounters some serious adult trouble. Ever 
alert to abuse of adult power, Walls has written a moving novel 
about triumph over adversity – about people who fi nd a way to 
love each other and the world, despite its fl aws and injustices. 
Avail. 6/11
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But Mama Always Put Vodka in Her Sangria 
Julia Reed, a master of the art of eating, drinking, and making 
merry, takes us on culinary adventures in places as far fl ung as 
Kabul, Afghanistan and as close to home as her native Mississippi 
Delta and Florida’s Gulf Coast. Along the way, Reed discovers 
the perfect Pimm’s Royale at the Paris Ritz, devours delicious 
“chuletons” in Madrid, and picks up tips from accomplished 
hostesses ranging from Pat Buckley to Pearl Bailey and, of course, 

her own mother. Reed writes about the bounty — and the burden — of a Southern 
garden in high summer, tosses salads in the English countryside, and shares C.Z. And 
then there are the parties:  shindigs ranging from sultry summer suppers and raucous 
dinners at home to a Plymouth-like Thanksgiving feast and an upscale St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration. Reed is a master storyteller with an inimitable voice and a limitless 
capacity for fun. In But Mama Always Put Vodka in Her Sangria ($25.99, St. Martin’s, 
978-1-2500-1904-2), she shows us how to entertain guests with style, have a good time 
yourself and always have that perfect pitcher of sangria ready at a moment’s notice.

A Quarter Century of Student Life at Tulane
In his extraordinary memoir about his 25-year career as Dean 
of Students at Tulane University from the late 1940s through 
mid-1970s, John Stibbs gives his personal observations and 
anecdotes in an engaging insider’s look at some of Tulane’s 
most complex and controversial moments in its history as an 
institution. Completed shortly before his untimely death in 1975, 
the same year he was to retire, Stibbs’s memoir found its way 
in subsequent years to a used bookstore in the French Quarter 
where in 2010 it was fi nally discovered by Ph.D. candidate at SUNY-Buffalo John 
Edgar Browning, who edited and annotated the original typescript. A Quarter Century 
of Student Life at Tulane ($22, Margaret Media) is an invaluable history of Tulane.

A Company Man 
Recently rediscovered and never before published, Marc-Antoine 
Caillot’s buoyant memoir recounts a young man’s voyage from Paris 
to the port city of Lorient, across the Atlantic to Saint Domingue, 
and up the Mississippi River to New Orleans. Only twenty-one 
when he set sail as a clerk for the French Company of the Indies 
in 1729, Caillot was in many ways the ultimate company man. His 

descriptions of fl ora, fauna, and native peoples mirror the sentiments and literary 
conventions of his class and his era. He would spend his entire adult life in service 
to the company, rising high in its ranks before dying, at the age of fi fty-one, in a 
shipwreck off the coast of India. Yet in other ways Caillot was fully his own man, 
possessed of a voice both witty and prescient. A Company Man: The Remarkable 
French-Atlantic Voyage of a Clerk for the Company of the Indies ($40, Historic New 
Orleans Collection, 978-0-9178-6061-4) is personably written, expertly translated,
and brings history to life with its wonderful selection of photographs.

The Devil in Her Way
Maureen Coughlin is back in Loehfelm’s new thriller, and her life 
has changed in more ways than one: She’s starting over in New 
Orleans as a newly minted member of the police force. Maureen 
sees something sinister transpire between two neighborhood boys 
that leaves her shaken, and she knows there’s more to the story 
than she’s seen. Bill Loehfelm’s The Devil in Her Way ($26, Sarah 
Crichton Books, 9780374298852) offers “wonderfully drawn, 
complicated, deeply human characters and a brilliant sense of 
place,” according to Booklist.
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Summer is here and we love that 
the season offers a little break from 
the intensity of the rest of the year. It’s 
time to think about a little get-away, 
fresh fruits and vegetables grown 
nearby, and taking time to sip a cool 
drink and watch the clouds in the sky.

 Years ago at a book industry 
gathering, mega-bestselling author 

Stephen King told the story of his mother and how she would come back 
from the library with a sack full of paperbacks. He said she referred to 
them as her “quick, cheap vacations”. It’s a delightful thought ... that 
reading can take us anywhere and really is quite an affordable escape.

 During the coming months, school children will have summer 
reading assignments, but it’s also great to see them devour silly and fun 
adventures of their own choosing. Our feeling is that if a child loves 
comic books or graphic novels, silly ditties or activity books, they’re face 
is in a book ... and that’s a good thing! Help the children in your life 
enjoy time to read this summer by offering a “Just Because” gift. There’s 
nothing better than giving a child the gift of reading, the foundation for 
success in life.

 What will you read this summer? This is actually a busy time for 
us as publishers fi ll the season with some of the year’s best novels. 
From favorite writers with new works to debut novelists, adventure 
and intrigue as well as beautifully written literary fi ction.  There is an 
abundance of good books arriving each week. 

 Come into the bookstore, savor what’s on our shelves, and let us 
introduce you to some things to help you fully enjoy quiet time during 
the summer months. We don’t rely on algorithms or statistics based on 
what other customers have purchased, but want to know what you’ve 
enjoyed and the kind of reading that leaves you feeling content and 
fulfi lled. We love to see people stretch their reading, especially those in 
book groups.  And, we are ready to help you discover some books you 
otherwise may never have found. Making those reading connections is 
what makes our days so enjoyable!

 A bookselling colleague whose store is in a heavy tourist area 
marveled that a visitor commented, “Your town is so lucky to have an 
independent bookstore!” While the corporate stores are moving out 
of expensive leases and large storefronts, many are sad to lose the last 
presence of books in their communities. At Octavia Books, we realize 
that our success is based on some very basic principles: love what you 
do, serve others, give back, and provide a space that is a welcome retreat 
from the world outside.

 Thank you for caring about shopping independently and putting your 
money where your house is. Local, independent businesses are working 
smarter to compete with the online and corporate race to the bottom 
where faster and cheaper trumps values and ethics. We appreciate that 
you value what we do and the ways we support our community, and 
continue to look to us for ways to enrich your life with great things to 
read.

See you soon at Octavia Books!
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We Need New Names
There have been some great storytellers of escape from 
hardship to fi nd a new beginning, and now, a wonderful, 
new voice joins the ranks. NoViolet Bulawayo, born and 
raised in Zimbabwe, tells the story of Darling, a ten-year-old 
girl who must navigate a fragile and violent world. An aunt 
in America offers the chance to escape, but her options as 
an immigrant are few. We Need New Names ($25, Reagan 
Arthur, 978-0-316-23081-0) is a moving and eye-opening 
coming-of-age story.

All the Summer Girls
Three former best friends reunite at the beach town of their 
past at the New Jersey shore in All the Summer Girls 
($14.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-062-20381-6). The women 
begin to realize the extent to which their lives and 
friendships have been shaped by the choices they made 
one fateful night on the beach eight years earlier – and 
the secrets that now threaten to surface. In her second 
novel, Meg Donohue gives us a rich story about women, 
relationships, and forgiveness.

The Lullaby of Polish Girls
Inspired by her own emigration from Poland to Brooklyn, 
Dagmara Dominczyk’s debut novel about the intertwined 
lives of three friends is both sexy and sensitive, with an 
emotionally transparent core. The Lullaby of Polish Girls 
($25, Spiegel & Grau, 978-0-812-99355-4) alternates 
between the trio’s teenage exploits and present-day 
plight, and captures the passion and drama of friendship, 
the immigrant’s yearning to be known, and the wistful 
transformation of young women coming of age.

The Yonahlossee Riding Camp for Girls
Another debut getting a lot of buzz is Anton Disclafani’s 
story set in the South, in the midst of the Great Depression. 
Fifteen-year-old Thea is cast out of her Florida home for 
her mysterious role in a family tragedy, and sent to The 
Yonahlossee Riding Camp for Girls ($27.95, Riverhead, 
978-1-594-48640-1), where she must grapple with her 
responsibility for past events and what the future will hold. 
Thea is an unforgettable heroine in this story about sex, 
love, family, money, class, home, and horses. Avail. 6/4

Ladies’ Night
Mary Kay Andrews, bestselling author of some beloved 
beach reads like Spring Fever and Summer Rental, returns 
with Ladies’ Night ($26.99, St. Martin’s Press, 
978-1-250-01967-7). Grace Stanton is forced to move in 
with her widowed mother after she crashes her cheating 
husband’s pricey sports car into the family swimming pool. 
Instead of court-ordered “divorce recovery” sessions, Grace 
tries to fi nd closure in ways she never imagined. Heartache, 
humor, and a little bit of mystery come together in this 
story about life’s unpredictable twists and turns. Avail. 6/4

The Last Original Wife
Leslie Anne lost the close friends and social life she adored 
when her husband Wesley’s buddies traded in their wives 
for younger “Barbie” brides. Having had enough of playing 
“the good wife,” Les decides to take some time for herself 
by returning to her hometown, Charleston, South Carolina. 
The Last Original Wife ($26.99, Wm. Morrow, 
978-0-062-13246-8) is Dorothea Benton Frank’s funny
and poignant tale of one woman’s quest to fi nd the love
she deserves. Avail. 6/11

Sisterland
Kate and Violet are identical twins with innate psychic 
abilities concerning future events and other people’s 
secrets, though one embraces her visions and becomes a 
psychic medium, while the other does her best to hide them 
as a devoted wife and mother in the suburbs of St. Louis.
A premonition of a devastating earthquake forces the 
sisters to reconcile in Sisterland ($27, Random House,
978-1-400-06831-9), as Curtis Sittenfeld shares her talent 
for fi nding extraordinary moments in our everyday lives.

Looking for Me
Fans of Adriana Trigiani, Fannie Flagg, and Joshilyn 
Jackson are sure to have fallen in love with Beth Hoffman 
after the release of her last novel, Saving CeeCee Honeycutt. 
Now, in Looking for Me ($27.95, Pamela Dorman, 978-0-
670-02583-1), Hoffman again shows her fl air for Southern 
settings and inimitable eccentric characters in this moving 
story that melds themes of family, hope, loss, and a mature 
once-in-a-lifetime kind of love.

Growing
and Learning

Lives
Women Lead
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Now THAT’s 
Entertainment! 

Mysteries 
Unraveled

Bad Monkey
Carl Hiaasen is back doing what he does best: spinning a funny 
and pointed tale in which the greedy, the corrupt, and the 
degraders of pristine land in Florida – and in the Bahamas as well 
– get their comeuppance. Bad Monkey ($26.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-
27259-1) is just one of the ever-surprising characters to appear 
in the story, as Andrew Yancy, soon-to-be-late of the Key West 
Police, tries to prove murder and explain the human arm in his 
freezer. Avail. 6/11

Revenge Wears Prada
The Devil Wears Prada was quite a story unto itself, but thanks to 
Lauren Weisberger, there’s now a sequel. Eight years have passed 
since Andrea “Andy” Sachs quit the job “a million girls would 
die for” – working for Miranda Priestly at Runway magazine – a 
dream that turned out to be a nightmare. Andy is on top of the 
world, running a high fashion bridal magazine and about to 
be married. But she’ll soon come face-to-face with her former 
tormentor in Revenge Wears Prada ($25.99, Simon & Schuster, 
978-1-439-13663-8), as her efforts to build a bright new life lead 
directly to the one she fl ed. Avail. 6/4

Big Girl Panties
Alone at age 32, Holly Brennan used food to comfort herself 
through her husband’s illness and death. Personal trainer Logan 
Montgomery offers to help her get in shape; as much as Holly 
dreads the thought of working out, she decides to put on her 
Big Girl Panties ($26.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-062-22484-2) 
and sweat out some of her grief. Their workouts become more 
intense – and steamy – but their relationship takes a turn when 
other men start to notice. Stephanie Evanovich will make a 
splash when this rollicking, smart and sexy romantic comedy
is released. Avail. 7/9

The Son
It takes some doing to combine the narrative prowess of Larry 
McMurtry with the knife-edge sharpness of Cormac McCarthy, 
but Phillip Meyer manages to do just that in The Son ($27.99, 
Ecco, 978-0-062-12039-7). This multigenerational saga of power, 
blood, and land follows the rise of the McCullough family from 
the Comanche raids of the 1800s, to the border raids of the early 
1900s, to the oil booms of the 20th century as they become one of 
the richest powers in Texas. Yet, like all empires, the McCulloughs 
must eventually face the consequences of their choices.

The King’s Deception
With more than 15 million copies of his previous books in 
print, like The Amber Room and The Romanov Prophecy, 
Steve Berry had us following his secret agent-turned-
bookstore owner’s every move. And now, Cotton Malone 
is back! In The King’s Deception ($27, Ballantine, 978-0-
345-52654-0), Malone’s son is kidnapped, which leads him 
on a deadly chase that bounces back and forth between 
1547 and the present day. Like every one of Berry’s novels, 
fascinating historical material is the perfect backdrop to a 
suspenseful adventure. Avail. 6/11

A Place at the Table
Three disparate characters – Bobby, a gay Southern boy; 
Amelia, a wealthy Connecticut woman; and Alice, an 
African-American chef – fi nd their paths converge in a chic 
Manhattan café. Susan Rebecca White shares their stories 
in A Place at the Table ($25, Touchstone, 978-1-451-60887-8), 
as these three seekers come together in the understanding 
that when you embrace the thing that makes you different, 
you become whole. Avail. 6/4

The 9th Girl
Renowned for combining thrilling plots with character-
driven suspense, Tami Hoag fi rst hit the New York Times 
bestseller list almost 20 years ago, and each of her 
books since has been a bestseller. In her latest, The 9th 
Girl ($26.95, Dutton, 978-0-525-95297-8), Minneapolis 
investigators Sam Kovac and Nikki Liska fi nd their ninth 
“Jane Doe” of the year – the victim of a vicious transient 
serial killer. As they begin to uncover the truth, they fi nd 
that monsters of the ninth girl’s life may have lived closer
to home. Avail. 6/18
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Miss Peregrine’s Home
for Peculiar Children
A horrifi c family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying 
to a remote island off the coast of Wales, where he discovers the 
crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. 
As he explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes 
clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have 
been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted 
island for good reason. And somehow — impossible though it 

seems — they may still be alive. Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children ($10.99, 
Quirk, 978-1-5947-4603-1) by Ransom Riggs is a spine-tingling fantasy that will delight 
adults, teens, and anyone who relishes an adventure in the shadows. Ages 14+ Avail. 6/4

The Testing
It’s graduation day for sixteen-year-old Malencia Vale, and the 
entire Five Lakes Colony (the former Great Lakes) is celebrating. 
All Cia can think about is whether she’ll be chosen for The Testing, 
a program that selects the best and brightest new graduates 
to become possible leaders of the slowly revitalizing post-war 
civilization. When Cia is chosen, her father fi nally tells her about 
his own nightmarish half-memories of The Testing. Armed with
his dire warnings, she bravely heads off to Tosu City, far away
from friends and family, perhaps forever. In Joelle Charbonneau’s
The Testing  ($17.99, HMH, 978-0-5479-5910-8), danger, romance — and sheer terror — 
await. Ages 12+ Avail. 6/4

Siege and Storm
Hunted across the True Sea, haunted by the lives she took on the 
Fold, Alina must try to make a life with Mal in an unfamiliar land, 
all while keeping her identity as the Sun Summoner a secret. But 
she can’t outrun her past or her destiny for long. Somehow, she 
will have to choose between her country, her power, and the love 
she always thought would guide her — or risk losing everything 
to the oncoming storm. Book #2 in the Grisha Trilogy by Leigh 
Bardugo, Siege and Storm ($17.99, Henry Holt, 978-0-8050-9460-
2) is a memorable dark fantasy with a breathless pace. Avail. 6/4

Pretty Little Liars: Crushed
High school seniors Aria, Emily, Hanna, and Spencer have fi nally 
had enough. Their stalker, A, has tormented them for too long 
with their darkest secrets and biggest mistakes. Now the girls are 
fi ghting back – nobody messes with these pretty little liars and gets 
away with it. The secrets are deadlier and the lies more wicked in 
Crushed ($17.99, HarperTeen, 978-0-062-19971-3), Sara Shepard’s 
thirteenth novel in the bestselling Pretty Little Liars series. 
Ages 14+ Avail. 6/4 

First You Have to Row a Little Boat
Richard Bode’s First You Have to Row a Little Boat ($14.99, Grand 
Central, 978-0-446-67003-6) fi rst hit the shelves in the mid-1990s 
and has been inspiring readers ever since. Written by a grown 
man looking back on his childhood, we learn what he learned 
about sailing through life — making choices, adapting to change, 
becoming your own person. Filled with large truths about small 
things and with a foreword by Jeffrey Zaslow, Bode’s book is 
ready for a whole new generation.  

Making Your Creative Mark
Eric Maisel is America’s foremost creativity coach for artists of 
all strokes. He knows the blocks that appear, the drive to keep 
your art going, and the days when it’s a challenge to keep the 
spirits up. In Making Your Creative Mark ($15.95, New World 
Library, 978-1-608-68162-4), Maisel helps you quiet your 
mind, align self-talk with goals, increase motivation, create and 
reinforce meaning, maintain healthy relationships in the midst of 
the creative process, claim your identity as an artist, and rekindle 
passion and feed the fl ame for those seeking professional status. 
Many consider Maisel’s works “required reading” for musicians, 
writers, and visual artists.  

Leap Write In!
You put your mind into play mode when you sit down to write. 
In Leap Write In! ($14.95, Roost Books, 978-1-6118-0015-9), 
creative writing coach Karen Benke encourages us to fi nd the 
stories and poems of our lives, let down our guard, and simply 
leap right in to write them down. Created especially for teens, 
tweens and others of us who want that extra nudge to free 
our inner voice, Benke offers helpful guidance so that we may 
imagine, observe, and remember when our mind is at play. 

All Things Paper
Ann Martin has searched the world over for unique and beautiful 
paper crafts to feature on her popular website AllThingsPaper.
net. Now, in her book All Things Paper ($16.95, Tuttle, 978-0-
8048-4366-9), she presents paper products designed by respected 
paper craft artists who have been making amazing things with 
paper for many years. Each of the projects, from simple to more 
complex, has easy-to-follow instructions and detailed photos 
so you may create your own colorful and impressive pieces 
to display at home or give as keepsake gift that expresses the 
beauty, elegance, and soul of paper. Avail. 6/11

Fantastical Escapes Artful Living
Perfect

Graduation
Gi� !
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if you want to see a whale
If you want to see a whale, you will need to know what 
not to look at. Pink roses, pelicans, possible pirates... If 
you want to see a whale, you have to keep your eyes on 
the sea, and wait...and wait... and wait. Julie Fogliano 
and Erin E. Stead (creators of the Boston Globe-Horn 
Book Honor book And Then It’s Spring) offer us a quiet 
and beautiful picture book in if you want to see a whale 
($16.99, Roaring Brook, 978-1-596-43731-9), where a 
boy learns about patience and its reward. Ages 2-6   

The Lost (and Found) Balloon
Molly O’Doon ties a note to her red balloon, lets it loose, and 
off it goes on a buoyant adventure. Who will answer Molly’s 
letter? Someone in a different state or a faraway country? 
Or maybe, a new friend much closer than she could ever 
imagine. Find out where balloons go when you let them 
loose in The Lost (and Found) Balloon ($16.99, Aladdin, 978-1-442-46697-5),
a whimsical, imaginative tale by Celeste Jenkins that has won the General Mills 
Spoonful of Stories contest. Ages 5-8. Avail. 6/11

Chick ‘n’ Pug Meet the Dude
He’s taller than the Chrysler Building. He drools more 
than a baby sucking on a piece of Jello. Dog people 
will revere him. Chick and Pug know him only as “The 
Dude”. When the larger-than-life Dude ambles into 
Pug’s territory and steals Pug’s most favorite chew toy, 
Chick is ready to take down the slobbering scoundrel. 
Will Chick save the day? Will Pug nap through all 

the best parts? One thing’s for sure: The Dude has arrived and he spells BIG 
trouble. Everyone will have fun with the unfolding of events in Jennifer Sattler’s 
Chick ‘n’ Pug Meet the Dude ($16.99, Bloomsbury,
978-1-599-90600-3). Ages 3-6. Avail. 6/25

The Things I Can Do
Want to see what Jeff drew? It’s a book about him and all the 
things he can do! He can make his own lunch! He can get his 
own drink. He can take his own bath — pretty cool, don’t 
you think? Get ready for a riotous time as Jeff explains, in 
words and self-drawn pictures, all the things he can do — in 
a book he made all by himself! Author and illustrator Jeff 
Mack (Hush Little Polar Bear) returns with The Things I Can 
Do ($16.99, Roaring Brook, 978-1-596-43675-6), a perfect 
rhyming story to read aloud. Ages 5-8. Avail. 6/25

If You Were a Panda Bear
Did you know that pandas are shy and eat bamboo, 
that black bears love to climb trees, and grizzly bears 
can grow to be up to ten feet tall? Florence Minor 
offers delightful poems in If You Were a Panda Bear 
($17.99, Katherine Tegen Books, 978-0-061-95090-2). 
Wendell Minor’s colorful and playful illustrations 
bring the personality of each bear wonderfully to life 

in this charming storybook. Make sure your teddy bear is with you for this one! 
Ages 4-8. Avail. 6/25

Linus the Vegetarian T-Rex 
Meet Linus — a Tyrannosaurus Rex who is very brave, 
very tough, and very...vegetarian?
Ruth Ann Mackenzie knows everything about 
dinosaurs. She knows their names. She knows when 
they lived. And she certainly knows what they ate. 
So when she meets Linus, a towering, toothy T. Rex 
who prefers picking vegetables to preying on his 
herbivorous neighbors, she’s not sure what to think. 
Is something wrong with Linus? Or does Ruth Ann 
maybe, just maybe, not know everything there is to know about dinosaurs? Dino 
lovers young and old will delight in Linus the Vegetarian T-Rex ($16.99, Beach 
Lane, 978-1-416-98512-9), fi lled with prehistoric personality. Ages 4-8. Avail. 7/9

Super Hair-O and the Barber of Doom
Every super hero gets his powers from somewhere. 
Rocco thinks his abilities come from his shock of red 
hair, and the longer it gets, the stronger he becomes. 
He even has a posse of super friends with wild hair of 
their own. Our hero is unstoppable — until the day 
he’s dragged to the super evil villain’s lair and robbed 
of his powers. How will he face his friends? Will he 
ever regain his super hero-ness? John Rocco’s Super 

Hair-O and the Barber of Doom ($16.99, Disney
978-1-423-12189-3) is a feel-good and funny book for emergent comic book
fans and parents who grew up on them. Ages 4-9. Avail. 6/18 

A Year with Marmalade
Ella and Maddy are best friends. But one day Maddy says 
she is moving away, and she asks Ella to look after her cat, 
Marmalade. Both Ella and Marmalade shed a tear when 
Maddy leaves and miss her dearly. Then one morning, Ella 
fi nds Marmalade curled up by her feet, and as they spend 
more and more time together, a unique friendship begins 
to grow. A bestseller in Australia, A Year with Marmalade 
($15.99, Little Simon, 978-1-442-48105-3) by Alison Reynolds and illustrated 
by Heath McKenzie is a beautiful book about change, losing friends, and making 
new ones. Ages 8-12. Avail. 7/23 

Chick ‘n’ Pug Meet the Dude
He’s taller than the Chrysler Building. He drools more 
than a baby sucking on a piece of Jello. Dog people 
will revere him. Chick and Pug know him only as “The 
Dude”. When the larger-than-life Dude ambles into 
Pug’s territory and steals Pug’s most favorite chew toy, 

the best parts? One thing’s for sure: The Dude has arrived and he spells BIG 

If You Were a Panda Bear
Did you know that pandas are shy and eat bamboo, 
that black bears love to climb trees, and grizzly bears 
can grow to be up to ten feet tall? Florence Minor 

in this charming storybook. Make sure your teddy bear is with you for this one! 

they lived. And she certainly knows what they ate. 
So when she meets Linus, a towering, toothy T. Rex 
who prefers picking vegetables to preying on his 
herbivorous neighbors, she’s not sure what to think. 
Is something wrong with Linus? Or does Ruth Ann 
maybe, just maybe, not know everything there is to know about dinosaurs? Dino 

($15.99, Little Simon, 978-1-442-48105-3) by Alison Reynolds and illustrated 

if you want to see a whale
If you want to see a whale, you will need to know what 
not to look at. Pink roses, pelicans, possible pirates... If 
you want to see a whale, you have to keep your eyes on 
the sea, and wait...and wait... and wait. Julie Fogliano 
and Erin E. Stead (creators of the Boston Globe-Horn 

Super Hair-O and the Barber of Doom
Every super hero gets his powers from somewhere. 
Rocco thinks his abilities come from his shock of red 
hair, and the longer it gets, the stronger he becomes. 
He even has a posse of super friends with wild hair of 
their own. Our hero is unstoppable — until the day 

Hair-O and the Barber of Doom

Storytime, My 
Favorite Time!
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Dive into a 
Good Story

The Truth of Me
Patricia MacLachlan, Newbery Medal-winning author of Sarah, 
Plain and Tall, returns with The Truth of Me ($14.99, Katherine 
Tegen Books, 978-0-061-99859-1). Robbie loves spending time with 
his grandmother Maddy. He loves the stories Maddy tells, and also 
how wild animals trust her enough to come right up to her. But 
Robbie has always felt as if something is missing in his life — his 
parents don’t always act like they love him. Maddy reveals a world 
of understanding to Robbie by sharing stories of the past in this 
story that celebrates how our unique “small truths” make each of 
us magical and brave in our own ways. Ages 6-10. Avail. 6/25

Kelsey Green, Reading Queen
Kelsey Kline is the best reader in the third grade — well, maybe 
tied for best with know-it-all Simon Ellis. When the principal 
announces a school-wide reading contest, complete with a pizza 
party for the winning class and a special certifi cate for the top 
readers in each grade, she knows she’s just the person to lead 
Mrs. Molina’s third graders to victory. But how can they win when 
her classmate Cody Harmon doesn’t want to read anything, and 
even Kelsey’s best friends Annika and Izzy don’t live up to her 
expectations? And could Simon possibly be reading all of those 
books that he claims he is, or is he lying to steal Kelsey’s rightful 
spot at the top? Plunge into Kelsey Green, Reading Queen ($15.99, 
FSG, 978-0-374-37485-3), the very fi rst book in Claudia Mills’s 
Franklin School Friends series. Ages 7-10. Avail. 6/4

Invisible Inkling: The Whoopie Pie War
A truck selling ice cream whoopie pies sets up right in front of 
the ice cream shop belonging to Hank’s family, and it’s taking 
away all the shop’s business. The Whoopie Pie War is on! They’ll 
do whatever it takes to beat the whoopie pie truck — unicorn 
costumes, extreme kindness, an army of supervillains. Filled with 
silliness and fantasy, you’ll have tons of fun with Emily Jenkins’ 
Invisible Inkling: The Whoopie Pie War ($14.99, Balzer & Bray,
978-0-061-80226-3). Ages 6-10. Avail. 7/23

Lupus Rex
Isyl and Cormo are two quail who must risk their lives when they 
are driven from their home by crows, and learn they must fnd 
something in common with other creatures if they are to fi nd safety 
in a world full of peril and adventure. As hidden truths are brought 
to light and enormous sacrifi ces are made, Isyl and his friends must 
make an epic journey and an unthinkable alliance if the lesser 
animals are to survive. John Carter Cash’s Lupus Rex ($16.99, 
Ravenstone, 978-1-781-08114-3) will captivate those who enjoyed 
Watership Down, Redwall, or The Rats of Nimh. Ages 8+ Avail. 6/4

One White Dolphin
When a baby albino dolphin caught in old fi shing netting 
washes ashore, Felix and Kara work with vets and specialists 
to save her and reunite her with her mother, setting off a chain 
of events that might just save the reef. You’ll delight in the 
beauty and concerns of the natural world in One White Dolphin 
($6.99, Atheneum, 978-1-442-41448-8), an eco-adventure by 
veterinarian Gill Lewis with refreshing illustrations by Raquel 
Aparicio. Ages 9-12. Avail. 6/11

Sure Signs of Crazy
You’ve never met anyone exactly like twelve-year-old Sarah 
Nelson. While most of her classmates geek out over Harry 
Potter, she writes letters to Atticus Finch. Her best friend is a 
plant. And she’s never known her mother, who has lived in a 
mental institution since Sarah was two. Sarah and her dad have 
spent the past decade moving from one Texas town to another, 
and she’s never felt truly at home....until now. Sure Signs 
of Crazy ($17, Little Brown, 978-0-316-21058-4), by Karen 
Harrington, is the story of one extraordinary summer in which 
Sarah gets her fi rst real crush, new friends, and the answers 
about her family she’s always been looking for.
Ages 8-12. Avail. 7/16

Pi in the Sky
Joss is the seventh son of the Supreme Overlord of the 
Universe, and all he gets to do is deliver pies. Of course, these 
pies actually hold the secrets of the universe between their 
buttery crusts, but they’re still pies. Joss comes from a family of 
overachievers, and is happy to let his older brothers shine, but 
when Earth suddenly disappears, Joss is tasked with the not-so-
simple job of bringing it back. Joss embarks on the adventure 
of a lifetime and learns that the universe is an even stranger 
place than he’d imagined in Pi in the Sky ($17, Little Brown, 
978-0-316-08916-6), a new action novel by bestselling author 
Wendy Mass. Ages 8-12. Avail. 6/11

Middle School: How I Survived Bullies, Broccoli,
and Snake Hill
Rafe Khatchadorian is ready for a fun summer at camp — 
until he fi nds out it’s a summer school camp! Luckily, Rafe 
easily makes friends with his troublemaking cabin mates 
and bunkmate, a boy nicknamed Booger-Eater. Rafe soon 
realizes there’s more to a person than a nickname, though, and 
Booger-Eater might be the kind of friend you want on your 
side when the boys from the Cool Cabin attack. How I Survived 
Bullies, Broccoli, and Snake Hill ($14, Little Brown, 978-0-316-
23175-6), the fourth book in the massively popular Middle 
School series by James Patterson, is an unforgettable summer 
of hijinks, new friends, and surprises. Ages 10-13. Avail. 6/24
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       It’s a  
  Guy Thing

Straight Flush
Ben Mezrich, the bestselling author of Accidental 
Billionaires and Bringing Down the House, returns with 
the true tale of a group of hard-partying frat brothers 
who built a multi-billion-dollar online poker colossus 
and then had to run from the cops. Straight Flush 
($27.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-062-24009-5) is a larger-
than-life true tale of one of the wildest business 
stories of the past decade. Avail. 5/28

The Magical Stranger
On November 28, 1979, squadron commander and Navy 
pilot Peter Rodrick died when his plane crashed in the 
Indian Ocean, leaving behind a devastated young family. 
To better understand his father, Stephen Rodrick turned 
to members of his father’s former squadron, the “World-
Famous Black Ravens.” The Magical Stranger ($27.99, 
Harper, 978-0-062-00476-5) is a powerful story of love 
and sacrifice, soldiers and the families they leave behind, 
fathers and sons, and heroism and duty.

That’s My Daddy!
Daddies can do lots of things! They can reach way up 
high, they can find anything that is lost; but best of all 
daddies love you just the way you are! Ann Hodgman, 
author of forty books for children, teams with 
illustrator Laura Logan on That’s My Daddy! ($8.95, 
Tiger Tales, 978-1-589-25646-0), a perfect gift 
to celebrate Father’s Day with the entire family.  

Dad Is Fat
Stand-up comedian Jim Gaffigan, best known for his 
legendary riffs on Hot Pockets, bacon, manatees, and 
McDonald’s, expresses all the joys and horrors of life 
with five young children. Reminiscent of Bill Cosby’s 
Fatherhood, Dad is Fat ($25, Crown Archetype, 
978-0-385-34905-5) is sharply observed, explosively 
funny, and a cry for help from a man who has realized 
he and his wife are outnumbered in their own home.

Eleven Rings
During his storied career as head coach of the Chicago 
Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers, Phil Jackson won 
more championships than any coach in the history 
of professional sports. Even more important, he 
succeeded in never wavering from coaching his way, 
from a place of deep values. In Eleven Rings: The Soul 
of Success ($27.95, Penguin Press, 978-1-594-20511-8), 
we learn Jackson’s wisdom on motivation, selfless 
teamwork, challenging ourselves, and bringing out 
the best in others. 

The Outsider
Jimmy Connors, the bad boy of tennis, ignited the 
tennis boom in the 1970s with his aggressive style of 
play, turning his matches into prizefights. But it was 
his prolonged dedication to his craft that won him the 
public’s adoration. More than just the story of a tennis 
champion, The Outsider ($28.99, Harper, 978-0-061-
24299-1) is the uncensored account of Connors’s life, 
from his complicated relationship with his formidable 
mother and his storybook romance with tennis legend 
Chris Evert, to his battles with gambling and fidelity 
and challenges in love and in life.

Mickey and Willie
Culturally, Mickey Mantle and Willie Mays were light 
years apart. Yet they were nearly the same age, almost 
the same size, possessed virtually the same talents, and 
played the same position. They were both products of 
generations of baseball-playing families, for whom the 
game was the only escape from a lifetime of brutal 
manual labor. And, both were nearly crushed by the 
weight of the outsized expectations placed on them, 
first by their families and later by America. Allen Barra 

sheds light on the secret lives they led and the close personal relationship they 
shared in Mickey and Willie: Mantle and Mays, the Parallel Lives of Baseball’s 
Golden Age ($27, Crown Archetype, 978-0-307-71648-4).

 

Happy Father’ s Day
Sunday, June 16th
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The End of Big
Our ability to connect instantly, constantly, and globally 
is altering the exercise of power with dramatic speed. 
Governments, corporations, centers of knowledge, and 
expertise are eroding before the power of the individual. It can 
be good in some cases, but as Nicco Mele reveals in The End 
of Big: How the Internet Makes David the New Goliath ($25.99, 
St. Martin’s, 978-1-250-02185-4), the promise of the Internet 
comes with a troubling downside with important implications. 
A fascinating (and at times alarming) look at safety, freedom, 
privacy, radical thinking, unchecked power and the implications 
for our future.  

The Unwinding
Seismic shifts during a single generation have created a country 
of winners and losers, allowing unprecedented freedom while 
rending the social contract, driving the political system to the 
verge of breakdown, and setting citizens adrift to fi nd new paths 
forward. In The Unwinding ($27, FSG, 978-0-374-10241-8), 
George Packer (The Assassins’ Gate) portrays a superpower in 
danger of coming apart at the seams, its elites no longer elite, 
its institutions no longer working, its ordinary people left to 
improvise their own schemes for success and salvation — the 
past three decades in an utterly original way. 

American Gun
Chris Kyle, fallen hero and author of the bestselling American 
Sniper, reveals how ten legendary guns forever changed U.S. 
history in American Gun ($29.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-062-
24271-6). Through each gun, he revisits thrilling turning points 
in American history, including the single sniper shot that turned 
the tide of the Revolutionary War, the fi rearms designs that 
proved decisive at Gettysburg, the “gun that won the West,” 
and the weapons that gave U.S. soldiers an edge in the world 
wars and beyond. With an unforgettable cast of characters, 
Kyle’s work is a sweeping epic of bravery, adventure, invention, 
and sacrifi ce. Avail. 5/28

The Feud
For more than a century, the enduring feud between the 
Hatfi elds and the McCoys has been American shorthand for 
passionate, unyielding, and even violent confrontation. Yet no 
one has ever told the true story of this legendary fi erce clash 
in the heart of Appalachia. Filled with bitter quarrels, reckless 
affairs, treacherous betrayals, relentless mercenaries, and 
courageous detectives, David King’s The Feud: The Hatfi elds and 
McCoys ($28, Little Brown, 978-0-316-16706-2), fi nally gives us 
the full, unvarnished formative American tale. An absorbing 
account of this mythic tale.  

Fighting for Common Ground
An outspoken centrist, Senator Olympia Snowe stunned 
Washington when she announced she would not seek a fourth 
term and offered a sharp rebuke to the Senate, citing the 
dispiriting gridlock and polarization. In Fighting for Common 
Ground ($26, Weinstein, 978-1-602-86217-3), Senator Snowe 
passionately argues that the government has lost its way, 
shows how this happened, and proposes ways for the world’s 
greatest deliberative body to fulfi ll its mission once again.

Hedge Hogs
At its peak, hedge fund Amaranth Advisors LLC had more 
than $9 billion in assets. A few weeks later, it completely 
collapsed. Hedge Hogs: The Cowboy Traders Behind Wall Street’s 
Largest Hedge Fund Disaster ($28, Random House,
978-1-400-06839-5), by Barbara Dreyfuss, takes you behind 
closed doors into the shadowy world of hedge funds, the 
unregulated wild side of fi nance, where over-the-top parties 
and lavish perks abound and billions of dollars of other 
people’s money are in the hands of a tiny elite. 

The Price of Justice
Don Blankenship, head of Massey Energy, ran an industry 
that provides nearly half of America’s electric power. But 
wealth and infl uence weren’t enough for Blankenship and his 
company, as they set about destroying corporate and personal 
rivals, challenging the Constitution, purchasing the West 
Virginia judiciary, and willfully disregarding safety standards 
in the company’s mines — in which scores died unnecessarily. 
Laurence Leamer’s The Price of Justice ($30, Times, 
978-0-805-09471-8) reads like a legal thriller, tracing the 
fourteen-year struggle of two lawyers to bring the most 
powerful coal baron in American history to justice.

 Understanding  
      Our World
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Hand-Stitched Home
Attention to simplicity and calm is what makes Caroline Zoob 
one of the most talented and creative designers in embroidery. 
Her work is utterly distinctive and in Hand-Stitched Home ($19.99, 
Harper Design, 978-0-062-25004-9), she shares her inspirations 
and techniques so you can add the personal items in your home 
— from embellishing table cloths and dining chair covers to 
adding an elegant touch to bed linens and window treatments. 
Rest the mind while creating something beautiful for your home. 

The Possibility Dogs
Susannah Charleson works as an evaluator in shelters, plucking 
unwanted dogs, big and small, training them and matching them 
with people in need. Inspired by her own personal struggle to 
transcend posttraumatic stress disorder where her search dog had 
a surprising difference in her own healing, Charleson shares how 
dogs can be rescued and can rescue in return in The Possibility 
Dogs: What a Handful of “Unadoptables” Taught Me About Service, 
Hope, and Healing ($27, HMH, 978-0-547-73493-4). Avail. 6/4

In the Body of the World
Eve Ensler, bestselling author of The Vagina Monologues and 
one of Newsweek’s 150 Women Who Changed the World, 
has devoted her life to the female body, yet she spent much 
of her life disassociated from her own body. While working in 
the Congo, she is shattered to encounter the horrifi c rape and 
violence infl icted on the women there and soon after, she is 
diagnosed with uterine cancer. With her memoir In the Body of 
the World ($25, Metropolitan, 978-0-805-09518-0), she connects 
her own illness to the devastation of the earth, her life force to 
the resilience of humanity, she is fi nally, fully — and gratefully 
— joined to the body of the world. Her work us unfl inching, 
generous, and inspiring.

The Astronaut Wives Club
As America’s Mercury Seven astronauts were launched on death-
defying missions, television cameras focused on the brave smiles 
of their young wives. Overnight, these women were transformed 
from military spouses into American royalty. As their celebrity 
rose — and as divorce and tragic death began to touch their 
lives — they continued to rally together, and the wives have now 
been friends for more than fi fty years. Lily Koppel’s The Astronaut 
Wives Club ($28, Grand Central, 978-1-455-50325-4) is a delicious 
nostalgic story of tea in the Kennedy White House, mile high 
beehives, and the lives of these unlikely heroes. 

Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives:
The Funky Finds in Flavortown
The Food Network’s biggest star, Guy Fieri, continues with 
his motto “If it’s funky, I’ll fi nd it” with more profi les of great 
American restaurants, delicious recipes, tons of photos, and 
hilarious stories from Guy, his crew, and restaurant owners. 
Enjoy armchair travel and dining and if you’re heading off on a 
road trip, take along Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives: The Funky Finds 
in Flavortown ($21.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-062-24465-9),
also a great Father’s Day gift!

Twenty-Dollar, Twenty-Minute Meals
Being on a budget doesn’t mean you can’t eat delicious meals 
every day. Young food editor and recipe developer Caroline 
Wright makes a bold and irresistible promise in Twenty-Dollar, 
Twenty-Minute Meals ($12.95, Workman, 978-0-761-17493-6) 
for all who enjoy eating out and would love to eat and entertain 
at home in the same fashion. A great guide for all millennials, 
young families, and anyone curious about new ideas for 
stretching the food budget while creating delicious meals. 

Martha Stewart’s Favorite Crafts for Kids
Parents and grandparents, fi ll the summer with fun activities 
with Martha Stewart’s Favorite Crafts for Kids: 175 Fun Projects to 
Create, Build, Design, Explore, and Share ($24.99, Potter Craft, 
978-0-307-95474-9). Enjoy your time together with the kids and 
delight in seeing them create items they can wear, decorate, and 
play with when you’re done. Designed for children ages three 
to twelve, you’re sure to create precious memories and artifacts 
with Martha Stewart as your guide. Avail. 6/18

with 

with Martha Stewart as your guide. Avail. 6/18

Savor the 
Season

“…fi nd freedom, aliveness, and power 
not from what contains, locates, or 
protects us, but from what dissolves, 
reveals, and expands us.” 

—  Eve Ensler



Good Man Friday
Benjamin January’s search for a missing man takes him into 
a dark world fi lled with grave robbers and slave stealers. New 
Orleans, 1838. When Benjamin January suddenly fi nds that 
his services playing piano at extravagant balls held by the 
city’s wealthy are no longer required, he ends up agreeing to 
accompany sugar planter Henri Viellard and his young wife, 
Chloe, on a mission to Washington to fi nd a missing friend. 
Plunged into a murky world, it soon becomes clear that while 

it is very possible the Viellards’ friend is dead, his enemies are very much alive 
— and ready to kill anyone who gets in their way in Good Man Friday ($29.95, 
Severn House, 978-0-7278-8255-4), by New York Times bestselling author 
Barbara Hambly.

MAY WE RECOMMEND...
The President’s Club
This is a club unlike any other. The President’s Club
($18, S&S, 978-1-4391-2772-8) chronicles the interactions 
between presidents, whether former, current (at the time), 
or future over an eight decade period.  The “unoffi cial” club 
was established by Harry Truman and Herbert Hoover, and 
continues to this day. Nancy Gibbs and Michael Duffy paint 
a fascinating portrayal of the complexities in the relationships 
between presidents, whether in the pursuit of policy, or in 

the protection of the offi ce of the presidency. As these various presidential 
relationships play out over the years, alliances are formed, surprising friendships 
are made, and even the occasional betrayals occur. During the course of this 
book, the authors also focus on how some of these relationships may have 
affected the course of history in such momentous events such as the Vietnam 
War, as well as Watergate. Yet one thing that stands out in the book is that, 
despite the varied opinions one president has about another, all the presidents 
seem to agree that they, and they alone, truly know about the complexities and 
diffi culties of being president. As Gibbs and Duffy write in their conclusion: 
“If the President’s Club had a seal, around the ring would be three words: 
cooperation, competition, and consolation.” — Mark Williams 

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Saturday, June 15, 10:30 AM
The Paris Wife
by Paula McClain
A deeply evocative story of ambition and betrayal, The 
Paris Wife ($15, Ballantine, 978-0-3455-2131-6) captures 
the love affair between two unforgettable people: 
Ernest Hemingway and his wife Hadley. The novel is all 
the more poignant because we know that, in the end, 
Hemingway wrote that he would rather have died than
fallen in love with anyone but Hadley.

Saturday, July 20, 10;30 AM
The Long Goodbye
by Raymond Chandler
Marlowe befriends a down on his luck war veteran 
with the scars to prove it. Then he fi nds out that Terry 
Lennox has a very wealthy nymphomaniac wife, who 
he’s divorced and re-married and who ends up dead. 
and now Lennox is on the lam and the cops and a crazy 
gangster are after Marlowe. According to The New 
Yorker, “[Chandler] wrote as if pain hurt and life mattered,”
in The Long Goodbye ($14.95, Vintage, 978-0-3947-5768-1). 

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Saturday, June 8, 10:30 AM
Clay’s Ark
by Octavia Butler
In a violent near-future, Asa Elias Doyle and her 
companions encounter an alien life form so heinous and 
destructive, they exile themselves in the desert so as not 
to contaminate other humans. To resist the compulsion 
to infect others is mental agony, nut to succumb is to 
relinquish humanity and free will. Desperate, they 
kidnap a doctor and his two daughters as they cross
the wasteland-and endanger the world in Clay’s Ark
($16.99, Aspect, 978-0-4466-0370-6) by Octavia Butler.

Saturday, July 13, 10:30 AM
Utopia
by Ahmed Khaled Towfi k
A grim futuristic account of Egyptian society in the year 
2023, Utopia takes readers on a chilling journey beyond 
the gated communities of the North Coast where the 
wealthy are insulated from the bleakness of life outside 
the walls. When a young man and a girl break out from 
this bubble of affl uence in order to see for themselves 
the lives of their impoverished fellow Egyptians, they are confronted by a 
world that they had not imagined possible. Breathtaking and suspenseful, 
Utopia ($22.00, Bloomsbury, 978-9-9921-4267-7) has twists and turns that 
will keep readers guessing until the very last page, and may leave some 
wondering whether this is a vision of the future that is not too far away.

Benjamin January’s search for a missing man takes him into 

his services playing piano at extravagant balls held by the 
city’s wealthy are no longer required, he ends up agreeing to 

Plunged into a murky world, it soon becomes clear that while 

The President’s Club
This is a club unlike any other. 

between presidents, whether former, current (at the time), 
or future over an eight decade period.  The “unoffi cial” club 
was established by Harry Truman and Herbert Hoover, and 
continues to this day. Nancy Gibbs and Michael Duffy paint 
a fascinating portrayal of the complexities in the relationships 
between presidents, whether in the pursuit of policy, or in 

LOCAL FLAVORS BOOK CLUBS

Augusten Burroughs -- bestselling author 
of Running With Scissors -- presented his 
recent book, This is How: Surviving What 
You Think You Can’t, to an overfl ow crowd
at Octavia Books in May. If you missed
the event, you may still ask for a signed 
copy while supplies last.



CLAIRE MANES
Out of the Shadow of Leprosy
Tuesday, June 4, 6 pm

In 1924 when thirty-two-year-old Edmond Landry kissed his family good-bye and left 
for the leprosarium in Carville, Louisiana, leprosy, now referred to as Hansen’s Disease, 
stigmatized and disfi gured but did not kill. Those with leprosy were incarcerated in 
the federal hospital and isolated from family and community. Edmond entered the 
hospital (as did his four other siblings), but he did not surrender to his fate. He fought with his pen 
and his limited energy to stay connected to his family and to improve living conditions for himself and 
other patients. Claire Manes, Edmond’s granddaughter, lived much of her life gripped by the silence 
surrounding her grandfather. When his letters were discovered, she became inspired to tell his story 
through her scholarship and his writing. 

Out of the Shadow of Leprosy: The Carville Letters and Stories of the Landry Family ($28, Univ. Press of 
Mississippi, 978-1-617-0-3776-4) presents her grandfather’s letters and her own studies of narrative 
and Carville during much of the twentieth century. The book becomes a testament to Edmond’s 
determination to maintain autonomy and dignity in the land of the living dead. Letters and stories 
of the other four siblings further enhance the picture of life in Carville from 1919 to 1977. Join us to 
hear this fascinating story.

PETER M. WOLF
My New Orleans, Gone Away
Wednesday, July 10, 6 pm

Peter M. Wolf, a member of one of New Orleans’s oldest Jewish families, recreates
the sights, sounds, tastes and simultaneously provides an insider’s look at this
fabled city over his lifetime. 

Wolf recalls his idyllic though anxious southern childhood, revisits his neighborhood 
and school buddies, embraces the warmth of his family’s African-American housekeeper, 
and to the weekends he spends with his adoring grandparents at their home in Pass Christian
on the gulf coast of Mississippi.

During undergraduate years at Yale, the author’s close friends come to include Calvin Trillin,  Henry 
Geldzahler, and Gerald Jonas — each from a more traditional Jewish family — and Wolf remembers 
becoming acutely aware of his city’s infl exibly stratifi ed religious and racial structure.

After a year of medical school at Columbia, and continuing his journey of self-discovery, as he briefl y 
works for his father’s cotton brokerage, Wolf reveals the last vestiges of the cotton business in the 
south. Come listen to Wolf’s stories, told with humor and telling detail in My New Orleans, Gone Away 
($24.95, Delphinium Books, 978-1-8832-8556-2) where he offers direct and memorable insight into a 
lost period of America’s evolution, turbulence and possibilities.

MATTHEW GUINN
The Resurrectionist
Thursday, July 18, 6 pm

At the beginning of the fall term at South Carolina Medical College, Dr. Jacob Thacker 
is on probation for Xanax abuse. His interim career — working public relations for the 
dean — takes an unnerving detour into the past when the bones of African American 
slaves, over a century old, are unearthed on campus. Out of the college’s dark past, 
these bones threaten to rise and condemn the present.

In the middle of the nineteenth century, Dr. Frederick Augustus Johnston, one of the school’s 
founders, had purchased a slave for his unusual knife skills. This slave, Nemo (“no man”) 
would become an unacknowledged member of the surgical faculty by day — and by night, a 
“resurrectionist,” responsible for procuring bodies for medical study. An unforgettable character, by 
turns apparently insouciant, tormented, and brilliant, and seen by some as almost supernatural, Nemo 
will seize his self-respect in ways no reader can anticipate.

With exceptional storytelling pacing and skill, Matthew Guinn weaves together past and present to 
relate a Southern Gothic tale of shocking crimes and exquisite revenge, a riveting and satisfying moral 
parable of the South. Please join us to meet this talented debut novelist and learn about
The Resurrectionist ($25.95, Norton, 978-0-3932-3931-7), a beautifully written and intelligent thriller. 

RANDY HARELSON, BRIAN COSTELLO & RICHARD SEXTON
New Roads & Old Rivers: Louisiana’s HIstoric Pointe Coupee Parish
Tuesday, July 23, 2 pm

Pointe Coupee is one of the oldest settlements in the Mississippi Valley, 
dating to the 1720s. French for a place cut off, the name refers to the area s three oxbow lakes, 
separated from the Mississippi over centuries. A peninsula edged by the Mississippi and Atchafalaya 
rivers, Pointe Coupee remains a land rich in Creole heritage, distinct in geographical beauty, and 
abounding in historic homes and farms. Let’s travel to Pointe Coupee Parish with Randy Harelson, 
Brian Costello and photographer Richard Sexton when they join us with New Roads and Old Rivers: 
Louisiana’s Historic Pointe Coupee Parish ($45, LSU Press, 978-0-8071-4544-9) to present the natural 
and cultural vitality of Pointe Coupee Parish. 

For the latest event information, visit OctaviaBooks.com!

Where’s Waldo? It’s no surprise that Waldo has chosen to hang out near his 
favorite bookstore in beautiful New Orleans for his vacation this July! The 
famous children’s book character in the striped shirt and black-rimmed specs 
is out having fun at 25 different independent local shops all around Octavia 
Books—from ice cream parlors, chocolate shops, and bakeries to toy stores, 
movie theaters, and hobby shops. Those who spot him can win prizes, including 
stickers, book coupons and more, (with the top prize being a 6-volume deluxe 
set of Waldo books.  Anyone who wishes to participate can pick up a “Find 
Waldo Local in New Orleans!” passport with the names of all the participating 
business, and get their passport stamped or signed for each Waldo they spot 
starting July 1st.

The fi rst 100 Waldo seekers to get 
their passports stamped or signed 
at ten or more sites can bring their 
passports back to Octavia Books to 
collect prizes. Collecting store stamps 
or signatures at 20 or more businesses 
will entitle diligent seekers to entry in a 
grand prize drawing at a special Waldo 
party at 5:00 p.m. on July 31.  There is 
no charge to participate. And the hunt 
lasts for the entire month of July.

Stop by
Octavia Books
to begin the hunt 
for Waldo!

FIND WALDO IN NEW ORLEANS!

Elusive Book Character
Creates Summertime Fun
in Support of Shopping Local


