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The Light in the Ruins
Critically acclaimed author
Chris Bohjalian (Midwives,
The Sandcastle Girls) takes us to 
Florence, Italy in his latest story
of murder and intrigue,
The Light in the Ruins
($25.95, Doubleday, 978-0-385-53481-9). 
Ten years after the end of WWII, police 
detective Serafi na Bettini is assigned 
to investigate the cold-blooded murder of a dress-shop worker 
who had married into the storied Rosati family. During the war, 
the Rosati estate hosted Nazi offi cers, breeding resentment 
among the locals. When another Rosati family member is 
murdered, Bettini suspects a serial killer with a motive of 
revenge. Digging into a past that involves both the victims 
and her own tragic history as a partisan fi ghter, Bettini learns 
that the Rosati family history is far more complicated than it 
appears. Human frailty and the mysterious ways of the heart 
underscore this suspenseful story of love, despair, and revenge.

The White Princess
There’s something about the House of Tudor and the War of 
the Roses that brings out the best in Philippa Gregory, dubbed 
“the queen of royal fi ction” by USA Today. Her fi fth entry in the 
Cousins’ War series, The White Princess
($27.99, Touchstone, 978-1-451-62609-4), 
tells the story of Elizabeth of York, daughter 
of the White Queen. Henry Tudor knows he 
must marry the princess of the enemy house 
– Elizabeth of York – to unify a country 
divided by war for nearly two decades. But 
his bride is still in love with his slain enemy, 
Richard III. Henry’s greatest fear is that 
somewhere a prince is waiting to invade and 
reclaim the throne. When a young man who 
would be king leads his army and invades 
England, Elizabeth has to choose between 
the new husband she is coming to love and 
the boy who claims to be her beloved lost 

brother. History comes to life in 
this epic novel fi lled with political 
intrigue, revenge, and superstition.

The Daughters of Mars
In 1915, two spirited Australian 
sisters join the war effort as nurses, 
escaping the confi nes of their father’s 

farm and carrying a guilty secret with 
them. Used to tending the sick as 
they are, nothing could have prepared 

them for what they confront, fi rst near Gallipoli, then on 
the Western Front. Yet amid the carnage, Naomi and Sally 
Durance become the friends they never were at home and 
fi nd themselves courageous in the face of extreme danger, as 
well as the hostility they encounter from some on their own 
side. There is great bravery, humor, and compassion, too, and 
the inspiring example of the remarkable women they serve 
alongside. In France, where Naomi nurses in a hospital set up 
by the eccentric Lady Tarlton while Sally works in a casualty 
clearing station, each meets an exceptional man: the kind 
of men for whom they might give up some of their precious 
independence – if only they all survive. The Daughters of Mars 
($28, Atria, 978-1-476-73461-3), by Booker Prize-winning 
author Thomas Kennealy (Schindler’s List), pays tribute to men 
and women of extraordinary moral resilience, even in the face 
of the incomprehensible horrors of modern war. Avail. 8/20

All’s Fair in Love and War … or is it?
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The Picayune’s Creole Cook Book  
Published in 1901 in New Orleans, The Picayune’s Creole Cook 
Book ($40, Andrews McMeel, 978-1-4494-3171-6) is widely 
credited with preserving the rich tradition of Creole cooking. At 
the beginning of the twentieth century, the “Picayune,” a New 
Orleans newspaper, was determined to save the local cuisine 
and collected it directly from the cooks and housekeepers who 
were the fi rst practitioners of the Creole tradition. The recipe list 
includes classics such as seafoods, gumbos, cakes and pastries, 

jambalayas, and fruit drinks, along with many other delectable dishes. With its 
fascinating historical origins and delicious authentic recipes, this is truly the bible 
of the rich Louisiana culinary tradition.

Megan’s Guitar
Darrell Bourque, Louisiana’s Poet Laureate in 2007-2008 and 
from 2009-2011, provides a refl ection of contemporary life in 
Acadiana in Louisiana, offers a story of their journey from 
the Canadian Maritimes, and then spotlights twenty-seven 
sonnets featuring principal characters and historical fi gures 
of the eighteenth-century deportation experience.  Jack B. 
Bedell (Bone-Hollow), notes that Megan’s Guitar: And Other 
Poems from Acadie ($10, UL Press, 978-1-9357-5424-4), lets 
‘Bourque’s’ “is an art bearing the weight of real life, lived 
through pain, beauty, love, and loss, just on the edge of full knowing.
Bourque’s lines are an expression of human experience as it brushes
against the ghost of knowledge.”

Gallant Creoles
Composed of Creole and Cajun citizen-soldiers, the 
Donaldsonville Canonniers were originally organized as a militia 
company in 1837 and were one of the most active during the 
American Civil War. Known as the Donaldsonville Artillery 
during the confl ict, they were part of General Robert E Lee’s 
Army of Northern Virginia, participated in a number of duels 
and battles including Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, 

Seven Days, Second Manassas, Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, and others. The 
Canonniers reorganized in July 1875 and were eventually accepted into Federal 
service during the Spanish-American War, before disbanding in November 1989. 
Michael Marshall brings this history to life in Gallant Creoles: A History of the 
Donaldsonville Canonniers ($30, UL Press, 978-1-9357-5421-3).

From Midnight to Guntown
As a federal prosecutor in Mississippi for over thirty years, 
John Hailman worked with federal agents, lawyers, judges, 
and criminals of every stripe. In From Midnight to Guntown 
($35, Univ. Press of Mississippi, 978-1-6170-3800-6), he 
recounts amazing trials and bad guy antics from the darkly 
humorous to the needlessly tragic. In addition to bank robbers 
— generally the dumbest criminals — Hailman describes 
scam artists, hit men, protected witnesses, colorful informants, 
corrupt offi cials, bad guys with funny nicknames, over-the-top investigators, and 
those defendants who had a certain roguish charm. Hailman delivers the inside 
story no one else can in these hilarious tales of ne’er-do-wells and knuckleheads 
he helped bring to justice.
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There’s something special about 
late summer ... ripe and luscious fruit 
and veggies, last-minute getaways 
before school starts, the time we 
spend walking, hiking and playing 
outdoors. Every which way we turn, 
there is so much around us to savor, 
experience, and enjoy.

With each new season, we think 
about what you might like to read, and 

then sift through hundreds of titles to review and recommend, assuring 
you of only the best of what’s new. For us, book buying is much more 
art than it is science, because we have you and our community in mind 
when we make our decisions about what to present on our shelves. 

It is truly fascinating to be an insider in the book industry at a time 
when technology has been the foremost topic of discussion. While the 
mass media seem obsessed with topics that relate reading to science 
and technology, what hardly ever gets reported is that only 11% 
of revenue from all book sales comes from e-books. At BookExpo 
America this summer, the industry acknowledged that interest in 
e-reading is leveling off, so publishers are now trying to determine how 
to price all of the available formats and juggle release dates.

How you choose to read is up to you. What we really care about 
is that you continue to set aside and cherish the time to read and 
shop at independent bookstores like ours, where you’ll discover great 
things to read. Bookselling becomes an art to us when we learn about 
debut authors, hear about amazing plots with creative twists, and fi nd 
memoirs with deeply personal meaning that we can still relate to — all 
in the pages of a book. We can’t deny that the physical book has deep 
meaning to us. We love examining the books when they arrive, setting 
them out for you to discover, and we love holding books when we’ve 
settled in to our favorite reading nook at the end of the day. But what 
we love most of all is matching the right book with the right reader!

During the next few months, you’ll fi nd a wonderfully rich crop of 
new books arriving at Octavia Books. Billy Crystal turns 65 this year 
and has written Still Foolin’ ‘Em, a wise and funny look at getting older. 
Danny Ellis’s memoir, The Boy at the Gate, is already a bestseller in 
Ireland, and now arrives on our shores with a touching (and often 
hilarious) story of how music helped him survive the Artane boys’ 
orphanage in Dublin. You’ll meet some debut novelists like Lottie 
Moggach, and there are wonderfully written stories that will take you 
into the realms of fantasy and sci-fi , scare you silly, or take you back in 
time. The Moosewood Restaurant Favorites is scheduled to arrive when 
fresh vegetables are abundant, and novelist Kate Atkinson will foray 
into writing about food and friends with Blue Plate Special. Dog lovers 
will want to come in for I Could Chew on This, and stock up for the 
holidays with copies for others in your life who adore their pups. And 
that’s just for starters!

Come savor the fi ne art of browsing at Octavia Books. Know how 
much we appreciate that you not only look to us to know what’s worth 
reading — but you choose to buy from us as well. It’s this connection 
that enriches our reading lives and is at the very center of what it 
means to be a community.

See you soon in the bookstore!  
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The Lemon Orchard
In the fi ve years since Julia last visited her aunt and uncle’s home 
in Malibu, her life has been turned upside down by her daughter’s 
death. She expects to fi nd nothing more than peace and solitude as 
she house-sits with only her dog, Bonnie, for company. But she fi nds 
herself drawn to Roberto, who oversees the lemon orchard. What 
connection could these two people share? The answer comes as 
Roberto reveals the heartbreaking story of his own loss. In The Lemon 
Orchard ($27.95, Viking, 978-0-670-02527-5), Luanne Rice brings us 
an affi rming story about the redemptive power of compassion and the 
kind of love that seems to fi nd us when we need it most.

True Love
Alix Madsen isn’t sure why she is willed the use of a charming 
19th-century Nantucket house, but decides that it would be a good 
time to recover from a recent heartbreak as well as plan her best 
friend’s wedding. The property also harbors Jared Montgomery, 
who lives in the guesthouse, as well as the secrets of its former 
residents. Sparks fl y, and ghosts of the past begin to reveal 
themselves – some of them literally – in the fi rst installment
of Jude Devereaux’s new “Nantucket Brides” trilogy,
True Love ($27, Ballantine, 978-0-345-54179-6).

The Secret Keeper
At a family gathering for Dorothy’s ninetieth birthday, her daughter 
Laurel seeks the truth behind a shocking event she witnessed fi fty 
years earlier. She uncovers a secret history of three strangers from 
vastly different worlds who meet by chance in wartime London and 
whose lives are forever entwined. Bestselling author Kate Morton 
explores longings and dreams and the unexpected consequences 
they sometimes have in The Secret Keeper ($16, Washington Square, 
978-1-439-15281-2), now available in paperback – an enthralling tale 
of lovers and friends, deception and passion, told against a backdrop 
of events that changed the world.

The Thinking Woman’s Guide to Real Magic
Nora Fischer couldn’t be more miserable, so she wanders off at a 
friend’s wedding and walks through a portal into a different world 
where she’s transformed from a drab grad student into a stunning 
beauty. But the veneer shatters and her new fantasy world turns into 
a fairy tale gone terribly wrong. The Thinking Woman’s Guide to Real 
Magic ($27.95, Pamela Dorman, 978-0-670-02366-0), by Emily Croy 
Barker, will have you weighing “real life” against the dangerous 
power of love and magic. Avail. 8/1

The Book of Someday
Ever since she was a little girl, Livvi Gray has been tormented by 
a nightmare of an eerily beautiful stranger in a shimmering silver 
dress. Shortly before her 30th birthday, she will come face to face 
with this stranger, an encounter that will not only alter Livvi’s 
future, but also change much of what she thinks she knows about 
the past. The Book of Someday ($25.99, Landmark, 978-1-402-
28572-1), by Dianne Dixon, tells Livvi’s story in parallel with two 
other women swiftly moving toward events that will prove to be 
the ultimate turning points in their lives. Devastating secrets will be 
exposed – secrets about the unexpected ways in which we choose 
to protect, and betray, the people we love. Avail. 9/3 

Rose Harbor in Bloom
Bestselling author Debbie Macomber is best known for her ability 
to create compelling characters and bring their stories to life in 
her books. Her latest, Rose Harbor in Bloom ($26, Ballantine, 
978-0-345-52893-3), is no exception. The charming Rose Harbor 
Inn is a place where every guest fi nds a second chance and every 
room comes with an inspiring new view. Proprietor Jo Marie Rose 
still seeks closure after the passing of her husband, yet she still 
welcomes her latest guests, who are on their own healing journeys. 
Compassion and joy abound in this heartwarming tale. Avail. 8/13

Baba Yaga
Beautiful women abound in 1950s Paris, City of Light, the setting 
for Toby Barlow’s latest romp, Baba Yaga ($27,Farrar, Strauss & 
Giroux, 978-0-374-10787-1). A few of them, though – Russian 
witches known as babayagas – have been around for hundreds of 
years. What’s a guy like Will, an American ad exec, to do after he 
falls for Zoya? He’d better be careful, lest he be turned into a fl ea, 
impaled on a spike, or worse. Leave it to Barlow (Sharp Teeth) to 
blend a spy thriller, horror novel, and love story into one fun read! 
Avail. 8/6

It’s Not Love, It’s Just Paris
Lita del Cielo has been granted a year to pursue her studies in 
Paris before returning to work in the family business. She moves 
into a gently crumbling Left Bank mansion where a spirited but 
bedridden Countess Seraphine rents out rooms to young women 
visiting Paris to work, study, and, unoffi cially, to fi nd love. After 
meeting the charming and enigmatic Cato, Lita must ultimately 
decide whether to stay in Paris or return home to fulfi ll her 
immigrant family’s dreams for her future. It’s Not Love, It’s Just 
Paris ($25, Grove, 978-0-802-12151-6), by Patricia Engel, navigates 
the complexities of independence, friendship, and love.
Avail. 8/6

All You Need 
is Love

There’s Some� ing About Paris…
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“It is the greatest truth of our age:
Information is not knowledge.” 

— Caleb Carr

Novels for 
Every Taste

MaddAddam
Ten years ago, Margaret Atwood rocked readers’ worlds with 
the fi rst book in her dystopian trilogy, Oryx & Crake, followed by 
The Year of the Flood. Now, in the fi nale, MaddAddam ($27.95, 
Nan Talese, 978-0-385-52878-8), Atwood brings the characters 
together again as Toby, Ren, Zeb, and Amanda are in for 
adventure, humor and romance. Though decidedly futuristic, 
Atwood’s inventive imagination is grounded in a recognizable 
world, and leaves us with a sense of awe at mankind’s potential
to evolve rather than our failings. Avail. 9/3

Kiss Me First
When Leila discovers the web site Red Pill, a chat forum for 
ethical debate, she feels as if she has fi nally found people who 
understand her – including a charismatic web guru who invites her 
to be part of “Project Tess.” Beautiful, witty, urbane and damaged 
Tess is someone Leila would never have met in real life, but is 
enticed to impersonate her. You’ll never anticipate the plot twists 
and turns in Kiss Me First ($25.95, Doubleday, 978-0-385-53747-6), 
a psychological thriller by debut author Lottie Moggach.

& Sons
Celebrated author John Irving, like many of us, loves a novel 
about novelists. So it’s no surprise that he would shower praise 
upon David Gilbert for his new book, & Sons ($27, Random 
House, 978-0-812-99396-7), about families and how they defi ne 
us, and the choices we make when faced with our own mortality.  
When reclusive author A.N Dyer delivers the eulogy for his 
oldest friend, he suffers a breakdown over the life he’s led, the 
people he’s hurt, and Ampersand, the novel that will forever 
endure as his legacy. He gathers his three sons for the fi rst time 

in many years – before it’s too late. But only when the real purpose of this reunion 
comes to light do these sons realize just how much is at stake, not only for their father 
but for themselves and three generations of their family.

The Bone Season
When a debut author is signed to a seven-book series and offered 
fi lm rights before the book is even published, we take notice! 
Be the fi rst to become a fan of Samantha Shannon by reading 
The Bone Season ($26, Bloomsbury, 978-1-620-40139-2), where 
clairvoyant heroine 19-year-old Paige Mahoney – imprisoned by 
the totalitarian state of Scion in 2059 – must get into the mind 
of her enemy warden to regain her freedom. Who knows? Paige 
Mahoney might become as popular as Harry Potter! Reserve your 
fi rst edition today. Avail. 8/20

The Good Lord Bird
From James McBride, the bestselling author of The Color 
of Water, comes The Good Lord Bird ($27.95, Riverhead, 
978-1-594-48634-0), the story of Henry Shackleford, a young 
boy born a slave who joins John Brown’s antislavery crusade 
– and who must pass as a girl to survive. Struggling to stay 
alive, Henry conceals his true identity and eventually fi nds 
himself with Brown at the historic raid on Harpers Ferry in 
1859 – one of the catalysts for the Civil War. Mixing history 
and imagination, McBride offers us a rousing adventure and 
a moving exploration of identity and survival. Avail. 8/20

Brewster
The world is changing in 1968, and sixteen-year-old Jon 
Mosher, racked by guilt over his older brother’s childhood 
death and stuck in the dead-end town of Brewster, New 
York, turns his rage into victories running track. He forms 
a tight friendship with Ray Cappiciano, but when Ray falls 
in love with beautiful, headstrong Karen Dorsey, the three 
friends dream of breaking away for good. Brewster ($25.95, 
W.W. Norton, 978-0-393-23975-1), a new coming-of-age 
story from Mark Slouka, is unforgettable. Avail. 8/5

Fin & Lady
Eleven-year-old Fin hasn’t seen his half-sister Lady for six 
years, until they’re orphaned and she becomes his legal 
guardian. The transition from a rural Connecticut farm to 
Greenwich Village’s hey-day in the ‘60s is a challenge for 
them both. Fin soon learns that the giddy and careless Lady 
is as much his responsibility as he is hers. In Fin & Lady 
($26, Sarah Crichton, 978-0-374-15490-5), Cathleen Schine 
brings us a comic, romantic love story of a brother and 
sister who must form their own unconventional family
in increasingly unconventional times. 

The Turbulent ‘60s
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Crash
If what you see is what you get, Jules is in serious trouble. 
Jules lives with her family above their restaurant, which means 
she smells like pizza most of the time and drives their double-
meatball-shaped food truck to school. It’s not a recipe for 
popularity, but she can handle that. What she can’t handle is 
the recurring vision that haunts her: a careening truck hits a 
building and explodes and nine body bags in the snow. Crash 
($9.99, Simon Pulse, 978-1-442-40591-2), is the suspenseful 
fi rst in a new series from Lisa McMann, the bestselling author 
of the Wake trilogy. Ages 13-17. Avail. 8/6

If You Could Be Mine
Seventeen-year-old Sahar has been in love with her best 
friend, Nasrin, since they were six. But Iran is a dangerous 
place for two girls in love. Sahar and Nasrin could be beaten, 
imprisoned, even executed if their relationship came to light. 
So they carry on in secret until Nasrin’s parents announce that 
they’ve arranged for her marriage. Sahar seems to have the 
perfect solution, but is saving her love worth sacrifi cing her 
true self? If You Could Be Mine ($16.95, Algonquin,
978-1-616-20251-4) by Sara Farizan bursts with haunting, 
beautiful questions. Ages 14+. Avail. 8/20

Love in the Time of Global Warning
After an earthquake and tidal wave destroy much of Los 
Angeles, seventeen-year-old Penelope has lost everything 
— her home, her parents, and her 10-year-old brother. Like 
a female Odysseus in search of home, she navigates a dark 
world full of strange creatures, gathers companions and loses 
them, fi nds love and loses it, and faces her mortal enemy in 
Love in the Time of Global Warming ($16.99, Henry Holt,
978-0-805-09627-9), an exhilarating and lavish new novel
by Francesca Lia Block. Ages 14-19. Avail. 8/27

Fangirl
Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a Simon 
Snow fan, but for Cath and her twin sister, Wren, the Simon 
Snow series is what got them through their mother leaving. Now 
that they’re going to college, Wren has told Cath she doesn’t 
want to be roommates. Out of her element, Cath wonders 
whether she can stop worrying about her dad, who’s loving and 
fragile and has never really been alone, and break free of living 
inside somebody else’s fi ction. Rainbow Rowell (Eleanor & Park) 
again shows us beauty in the broken in Fangirl ($18.99, Griffi n, 
978-1-250-03095-5). Ages 13-18. Avail. 9/10 

Pirate Cinema
In a dystopian, near-future Britain, sixteen-year-old Trent, 
obsessed with making movies on his computer, joins a group 
of artists and activists who are trying to fi ght a new bill that 
will criminalize even more harmless internet creativity. Cory 
Doctorow, bestselling author of Little Brother, presents a 
funny and thought-provoking novel of techno-geek rebellion 
with Pirate Cinema ($9.99, Tor, 978-0-765-32909-7). 
Ages 14-17. Avail. 8/27 

The Fields
It’s the fi rst summer of lust for 14-year-old Jim Finnegan, 
a boy trying to become a man in 1980s Dublin. Over the 
summer, Jim wins the attention of a beautiful older girl –
but he also becomes the unwilling target of a devious 
religious fi gure in the community. The Fields ($26, Reagan 
Arthur, 978-0-316-22356-0), by Kevin Maher, is a warm and 
funny story about a boy who sinks into troubles as he grows 
into a man, and the loving but fractured family that might
be his downfall – or his salvation. An impressive and
creative debut. Avail. 8/13 

More Than This
A boy named Seth drowns, desperate and alone in his fi nal 
moments, losing his life as the pounding sea claims him. But 
then he wakes. He is naked, thirsty, starving. But alive. He 
fi nds himself in a place that looks like the suburban English 
town where he lived as a child, before an unthinkable tragedy 
happened and his family moved to America. In More Than 
This ($19.99, Candlewick, 978-0-763-66258-5), by two-time 
Carnegie Medal winner Patrick Ness, Seth begins a search for 
answers, hoping that there might be more than just this...
Ages 14+. Avail. 9/10

Cool Reads 
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Let’s Read
Together!

I’d Know You Anywhere, My Love
Every child is special and unique, but every child 
also loves to dream of being something different. 
Bestselling author and artist Nancy Tillman has 
created another heartfelt masterpiece celebrating 
the joys of imagination, and the comfort of always 
knowing that “you are loved” in I’d Know You 
Anywhere, My Love ($17.99, Feiwel & Friends, 978-
0-312-55368-5). One of our new favorites.
Ages 4-7. Avail. 8/27  

Journey
Author-illustrator Aaron Becker launches an ordinary 
child on an extraordinary journey toward her greatest 
and most exciting adventure of all. In Journey ($15.99, 
Candlewick, 978-0-763-66053-6), a wondrously 
illustrated wordless picture book, a lonely girl draws 
a magic door on her bedroom wall and escapes into a 
world of wonder, adventure, and unexpected friendship. 
Ages 4-8. Avail. 8/6

Hello, My Name is Ruby
Join Ruby, a plucky little bird, as she ventures 
through life, making new friends, learning new 
skills and asking questions which may have some 
very surprising results. Fearless Ruby’s search for 
adventure, friendship and her place in the world 
comes to life through acclaimed author-illustrator 
Philip C. Stead’s whimsical illustrations and 
succinct, charming text in Hello, My Name is Ruby 
($16.99, Roaring Brook, 978-1-596-43809-5).
Ages 2-6. Avail. 9/3

How to Train a Train
With a loud whistle, roaring speed, and such power, 
trains have fascinating locomotives. But where do trains 
live, what do they like to eat, and what if you had your 
very own pet train? Discover the best train tricks around 
— everything it takes to lay the tracks for a long and 
happy friendship — in How to Train a Train ($16.99, 
Candlewick, 978-0-763-66307-0) by Jason Carter Eaton 
with illustrations by John Rocco. All aboard!
Ages 4-8. Avail. 9/24

Nighty, Night, Little Green Monster
Meet Little Green Monster ... with little yellow 
eyes, a little red mouth, and even a cute, tiny 
white monster tooth. When the stars begin to 
appear, it’s time for bed... so, nighty night, little 
yellow eyes. Nighty night, little red mouth. Nighty 
night, cute little white tooth. Sweet dreams! 
You’ll fall in love with the adorable little monster 
created by Ed Emberley in Nighty, Night, Little 
Green Monster ($8.99, LB Kids, 978-0-316-21041-6). 
Ages 2-5. Avail. 8/6

How Do Dinosaur’s Say I’m Mad?
Romp and stomp! Roar and slam! Almost everyone 
gets angry. But how can young dinosaurs also 
learn to calm down, take a time out, and behave? 
The award-winning team of Jane Yolen and Mark 
Teague have created How Do Dinosaur’s Say I’m 
Mad? ($16.99, Blue Sky, 978-0-545-14315-8), a fun 
and engaging book sure to help children handle 
anger and frustration. You’ll laugh at the antics 
of an Afrovenator’s tantrum and a storming 
Pachyrhinosaurus. Ages 3-6. Avail. 9/24

Crankenstein
Who is Crankenstein? He is a monster of 
grumpiness that no one else seems able to 
destroy! Although he may look like any ordinary 
boy, he transforms into a mumbling, grumbling 
Crankenstein when faced with a rainy day, a melting 
popsicle, or an early bedtime. When Crankenstein 
meets his match, the results could be catastrophic 
— or they could be just what he needs to brighten 
his day! Samantha Berger’s Crankenstein ($16.99, 
Little Brown, 978-0-316-12656-4) is just the story 
we need on certain days. Ages 2-5. Avail. 8/13

Bugs in My Hair!
Is something bugging you? Bestselling award-winner 
David Shannon shows the funny side of waging war 
against — oh no! — head lice in Bugs in My Hair 
($17.99, Blue Sky, 978-0-545-14313-4). His hilarious 
scenes with fun, “nitpicking” facts about these “lousy” 
critters are guaranteed to make you laugh — and itch 
— and cooperate when it’s time to wash or treat your 
hair! Ages 5-8. Avail. 8/26
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Adventures
in Reading

Star Wars Jedi Academy
Travel to a galaxy far, far away with Roan during his fi rst year 
at Jedi Academy. Under the tutelage of Master Yoda, he 
learns that he possesses more strength and potential than he 
could have ever dreamed and learns other important things 
too — like how to make a baking soda volcano, fence with a 
lightsaber, slow dance with a girl, and lift boulders with the 
Force. Bestselling author Jeffrey Brown captures all of the 
humor, awkwardness, frustrations, and fun of middle school in 
Star Wars Jedi Academy ($12.99, Scholastic, 978-0-545-50517-8). 
Ages 8-11. Avail. 8/27

Al Capone Does My Homework
In the last heart-pounding installment in the Newbery Honor-
winning Alcatraz trilogy by Gennifer Choldenko, Moose 
Flanagan’s dad has been targeted by the prison and is in 
serious danger and his autistic sister, Natalie, is blamed for 
a fi re that starts in the Flanagan’s apartment. When Moose 
bands with the other kids to track down the possible arsonist, 
he gets a cryptic note from the notorious Al Capone himself. 
Is Capone trying to protect Moose’s dad too? Find out in Al 
Capone Does My Homework ($17.99, Dial, 978-0-803-73472-2), 
a satisfying fi nale. Ages 10+. Avail. 8/20

Liar & Spy
Seventh grader Georges moves into a Brooklyn apartment 
building and meets Safer, a twelve-year-old self-appointed spy, 
and quickly becomes Safer’s fi rst spy recruit. His  assignment? 
Tracking the mysterious Mr. X, who lives in the apartment 
upstairs. But as Safer becomes more demanding, Georges 
starts to wonder: what is a lie, and what is a game? How far 
is too far to go for your only friend? Newbery Medal winning 
author Rebecca Stead’s Liar & Spy ($6.99, Yearling,
978-0-375-85087-5), fi lled with fascinating characters and
wry sense of humor, will keep you guessing until the end.
Ages 9-12. Avail. 8/6

Mountain Dog
When Tony’s mother is sent to jail, he is sent to Sierra Nevada 
to stay with a great-uncle he has never met. It is a daunting 
move, but slowly, against a remote and remarkable backdrop, 
the scars from Tony’s troubled past begin to heal. With his 
great-uncle Tio and a search-and-rescue dog named Gabe by 
his side, Tony discovers unconditional love for the fi rst time. 
Mountain Dog ($16.99, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09516-6) by 
poet and novelist Margarita Engle is a heart-warming story 
of love and possibility. Ages 8-12. Avail. 8/13

The Boy on the Porch
When a young couple fi nds a boy asleep on their porch, 
their lives take a surprising turn. Unable to speak, Jacob 
can’t explain his history. All John and Marta know is that 
they have been chosen to care for him and over time, 
their connection to him grows and the three blossom 
into an unlikely family where each begin to see the 
world in brand-new ways. The Boy on the Porch ($16.99, 
HarperCollins, 978-0-061-89235-6), by Newbery Medal 
winner Sharon Creech, is a singular story about opening 
your heart and discovering home in unexpected places. 
Ages 8-12. Avail. 9/3

The Year of Billy Miller
Although Billy starts the school year with an embarrassing 
lump on his head (a lasting reminder of a dramatic 
summer fall onto the concrete), he learns to navigate 
small adventures, challenges, and problems he encounters 
in second grade in The Year of Billy Miller ($16.99, 
Greenwillow, 978-0-062-26812-9). Caldecott Medalist 
Kevin Henkes delivers a short, satisfying, laugh-out-loud-
funny story that features a diorama homework assignment, 
a school poetry slam, cancelled sleepovers, epic sibling 
temper tantrums — all leading to a new understanding
of the world. Ages 8-12. Avail. 9/17

From Norvelt to Nowhere
After the Cuban Missile crisis fi zzles out, young Jack 
Gantos is relieved of his bomb-shelter-digging chore and 
accompanies his old friend Miss Volker on a train trip east 
to the grave of Mrs. Roosevelt, the patron saint of Norvelt, 
who has just died. When things go awry, Jack fl ees the 
railway for the highway in From Norvelt to Nowhere ($16.99, 
FSG, 978-0-374-37994-0), a road-trip novel by Jack Gantos 
fi lled with history, mystery, hilarity, and heartache.
Ages 10-14. Avail. 9/24

Seeing Red
When twelve-year-old Frederick “Red” Porter’s father 
dies in 1972, his mother wants to sell their automobile 
repair shop and move her two sons back to Ohio, but Red 
is desperate to stop the sale even if it means unearthing 
some dark family secrets in a Virginia rife with racial 
tensions. Through his friendship with Thomas, Beau, and 
Miss Georgia, Red starts to see there’s a lot more than 
car motors and rusty fenders that need fi xing in his world. 
In Seeing Red ($16.99, Scholastic, 978-0-545-46440-6), 
National Book Award winner Kathryn Erskine delivers 
a powerful story of family, friendship, and getting along. 
Ages 10-14. Avail. 9/24
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Amazing 
Achievements

Growing Up Gronk
The Gronkowski family is a legitimate miracle. Five 
towering brothers: three who play in the NFL, another 
who played major league baseball, and the youngest, an 
up-and-coming Division 1 football player. In Growing 
Up Gronk ($25, HMH, 978-0-544-12668-8), Gordon 
Gronkowski tells of harnessing the raw talent in the 
family and focusing on health and fi tness in this incredible 
story of athletic success.

A Survival Guide for Life
In A Survival Guide for Life ($25.99, Wm. Morrow, 978-0-
062-27195-2), Bear Grylls, globally renowned adventurer 
and television host, shares the hard-earned wisdom he’s 
gained in the harshest environments on earth, from the 
summit of Mt. Everest to the boot camps of the British 
Special Forces: What are the most important skills 
to learn if you really want to achieve your maximum 
potential? How do you keep going when all the odds are 
stacked against you? How can you motivate a team to follow you in spite of 
apparent risks? Grylls teaches us that we’re all capable of living life more 
boldly, of achieving our most daring dreams, and of having more fun along 
the way. 

How Children Succeed
Why do some children succeed while others fail? Paul 
Tough argues that the qualities that matter more have 
more to do with character — skills like perseverance, 
curiosity, optimism, and self-control — than scores 
on “intelligence” tests. In How Children Succeed: Grit, 
Curiosity, and the Hidden Power of Character ($15.95, 
Mariner, 978-0-544-10440-2), Tough uncovers the 
surprising ways in which parents do — and do not — 

prepare their children for adulthood and provides us with new insights to 
change our understanding of childhood itself.

The Big Disconnect
In today’s world dominated by technology and gadgets 
that go everywhere and anywhere, it’s no surprise that 
more and more, parents are declaring “all screens off” 
for periods of each day. In The Big Disconnect ($26.99, 
Harper, 978-0-062-08242-8), a hugely important book 
for our times, Dr. Catherine Steiner-Adair exposes the 
dangers of a 24/7 media culture and what parents can do 
to help protect family life and foster healthy social skills 
while raising children who are also comfortable in the 
digital world. Avail. 8/13

Fooling Houdini
There’s a quirky subculture populated by brilliant eccentrics 
driven by the need to prove one’s worth by deceiving others. 
Alex Stone writes about his quest to join the ranks of master 
magicians in Fooling Houdini: Magicians, Mentalists,
Math Geeks, and the Hidden Powers of the Mind ($14.99, Harper, 
978-0-061-76622-0), sharing startling revelations about how
the mind works — and why, sometimes, it doesn’t. 

Thinking in Numbers
Mathematical autistic savant Daniel Tammet expands our 
imagination as he explores questions such as why time seems to 
speed up as we age, whether there is such a thing as an average 
person, and how we can make sense of those we love in the 
thoughtful, mind expanding essays in Thinking in Numbers: On 
Life, Love, and Math ($26, Little Brown, 978-0-316-18737-4). In 
this delightful and poetic collection, you’ll wonder at Tammett’s 
world, where numbers are beautiful and mathematics illumines 
our lives and minds. Avail. 7/30

Fantasy Life
The world of fantasy sports is already huge and still growing. 
ESPN Senior Fantasy Sports Analyst Matthew Berry chronicles 
his journey as an enthusiast and celebrates every aspect of 
the fantasy sports world — brilliant trash talk, unbelievable 
trophies, insane draft day locations, shake-your-head-in-
disbelief punishments, ingenious attempts at cheating, and 
surprisingly uplifting stories that remind us why we play these 
games in the fi rst place — in Fantasy Life
($27.95, Riverhead, 978-1-594-48625-8). 

 Going Deep
From the time Cris Carter started his career as a supplemental 
draft pick of the Philadelphia Eagles in 1987 to his retirement 
in 2002, the position of wide receiver exploded in the NFL. 
Receivers went from being quiet and classy to being known 
for their electric play, off-the-fi eld antics, and over-the-top 
personalities. In Going Deep ($25.99, Hyperion, 978-1-401-
32485-8), Carter and ESPN journalist Jeffri Chadiha chronicle 
the rise of the wide receiver — covering all of the important 
moments and people — and explain how it became the most 
complex, compelling, and talked-about position in all of  professional sports.
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Men We Reaped
In fi ve years, Jesmyn Ward lost fi ve young men in her life 
— to drugs, accidents, suicide, and the bad luck that can 
follow people who live in poverty, particularly black men. 
Dealing with these losses, one after another, made her 
ask the question: Why? As the sole member of her family 
to leave home and pursue higher education, Ward writes 
about this parallel American universe with the objectivity 
that only distance can provide and the intimacy of utter 
familiarity in Men We Reaped ($26, Bloomsbury,
978-1-608-19521-3). Avail. 9/17

Still Foolin’ ‘Em
Billy Crystal is turning 65, and with his trademark wit and 
heart, he outlines the absurdities and challenges that come 
with growing old, from insomnia to memory loss to leaving 
dinners with half your meal on your shirt in Still Foolin’ ‘em: 
Where I’ve Been, Where I’m Going, Where the Hell Are My 
Keys? ($28, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09820-4). Wise as they 
are funny, Crystal’s refl ections are an unforgettable look
at an extraordinary life well lived. Avail. 9/10

I Wear the Black Hat
Chuck Klosterman has walked into the darkness. As a 
boy, he related to the cultural fi gures who represented 
goodness – but as an adult, he found himself unconsciously 
aligning with their enemies. Klosterman asks why we 
classify someone as a bad person, what we are really saying 
(and why are we so obsessed with saying it). In I Wear the 
Black Hat: Grappling with Villains (Real and Imagined) ($25, 
Scribner, 978-1-439-18449-3), Klosterman questions the 
modern understanding of the “bad guy” in this imaginative, 
really funny examination of the antihero (seemingly the 
only kind of hero America still creates).

The Telling Room
Michael Paterniti found himself listening to a larger-than-
life Spanish cheesemaker named Ambrosio Molinos de las 
Heras as he spun an odd and compelling tale about a piece 
of cheese in a cave known as the “telling room” at the edge 
of town. Paterniti, who became fully embroiled in village 
life, discovers he’s been sucked into an unfolding mystery, a 
blood feud that includes accusations of betrayal and theft, 
death threats, and even a murder plot. Equal parts mystery 
and memoir, travelogue and history, Paterniti holds a 
mirror up to the world — fully alive to the power of stories 
that defi ne and sustain us — in The Telling Room
($27, Dial, 978-0-385-3-3700-7).

Remarkable
Lives

Thanks for
  Shopping Indie!

The Boy at the Gate
Already a bestseller in Ireland, The Boy at the Gate ($24.95, 
Arcade, 978-1-611-45892-3) is the remarkable and inspiring 
story of one young boy’s struggle to survive poverty, 
abandonment, and orphanage life to fi nd a place in the world 
through the healing power of music and love. Acclaimed 
singer/songwriter Danny Ellis entertains us with the antics
and mischief of the 800 boys at the Artane Industrial School 
in Dublin, the gift of playing trombone in the school band, 
and the transformative discoveries he found while looking 
back at those early years. Avail. 9/3 

A House in the Sky
Amanda Lindhout moved from her hardscrabble Alberta 
hometown to travel the world and carve out a career as a 
TV reporter. In August 2008, she traveled to Somalia to 
report on the fi ghting there and within four days she and 
her photojournalist companion were abducted and held 
captive for fi fteen months. A House in the Sky ($27, Scribner, 
978-1-451-64560-6) illuminates the psychology, motivations, 
and desperate extremism of her young captors and how she 
survived by imagining herself in a “house in the sky,” fi nding 
strength and hope in the power of her own mind. Avail. 9/10

Headhunters on My Doorstep
Travel writer Maarten Troost returns to the South Pacifi c in 
Headhunters on My Doorstep ($26, Gotham, 978-1-592-40789-7), 
a funny yet poignant account of one man’s journey to fi nd 
himself that will captivate travel writing afi cionados, Robert 
Louis Stevenson fans, as well as anyone who has ever lost 
his way and just wanted to escape. Travel with Troost as he 
retraces the path once traveled by the author of 
Treasure Island, tumbling from one comic misadventure
to another as he awakens to the beauty of life and
reconnects with his family and the world. Avail. 8/20 
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Mason Jar Crafts
It’s canning season, but there’s so much more you can do with 
the beloved Mason jar! You’ll fi nd 150 ideas with instructions 
and step-by-step photos for creating useful home decor, 
fun children’s toys, elegant wedding favors, festive party 
decorations and more in Mason Jar Crafts ($14.95, Ulysses, 
978-1-612-43185-7) by stylist and design blogger
Lauren Elise Donaldson. 

Knocking on Heaven’s Door
When those we love reach life’s fi nal season, we want to see 
them comfortable and at peace. Yet often the larger forces 
of medicine take control, with tests, lifesaving machines, and 
hospital stays depriving us of a humane, timely departure 
from this world. In Knocking on Heaven’s Door ($25, Scribner, 
978-1-451-64197-4), Katy Butler explores what she learned 
during years of caring for her parents within the tangled web 
of technology, medicine, and commerce to allow them to face 
their last days the old fashioned way: bravely, lucidly, and with 
grace. Avail. 9/10 

Levels of Life
In his novel The Sense of an Ending, multi-award-winning 
Julian Barnes took our breath away with his elegant writing 
and mesmerizing scenes. Levels of Life ($22.95, Knopf, 978-0-
385-35077-8) has been referred to as “a beautiful meditation 
on love and grief.” With honesty and heart, it’s a thoughtful 
and loving gift for anyone who has loved and is working 
through loss. Avail. 9/24

I Could Chew on This
Following the outrageously popular I Could Pee on This, 
Francesco Marciuliano presents poetry that will have dog 
lovers literally laughing out loud. I Could Chew on This ($12.95, 
Chronicle, 978-1-452-11903-8) reveals canine creativity, 
hidden motives, and eternal effervescence through musings 
such as “I Dropped a Ball,” “I Lose My Mind When You 
Leave the House,” and “Can You Smell That?” A work of 
creative genius that all dog lovers will thoroughly enjoy.

Moosewood Restaurant Favorites
It’s that time of year when vine-ripened tomatoes and veggies 
from the market are plentiful. The Moosewood Collective has 
been whipping up mouth-watering vegetarian recipes since 
1973, and now has dedicated a cookbook to showcasing 250 of 
the restaurant’s most requested dishes. Moosewood Restaurant 
Favorites ($29.99, Griffi n, 978-1-250-00625-7) is the perfect 
go-to resource for cooking with veggies, grains, and herbs plus 
satisfying those with vegan and gluten-free needs with foods 
everyone can enjoy. Avail. 9/3 

Blue Plate Special
What else do you need in life but good food, good friends, 
and a good book? Novelist Kate Christensen, who has 
amused and entertained us with her fi ction, writes about her 
life through two of her major passions: food and writing.
Blue Plate Special ($26.95, Doubleday, 978-0-385-53626-4) — 
fi lled with warmth, humor, inspiration, heartbreak, resiliency, 
home, love and family —is a generous serving of life and
how we learn from hardships to savor the good.  

Hungry
Newly arrived in Seattle, Darlene Barnes stumbles on a job 
ad for a cook at the Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity on the UW 
campus, seeing a chance to reinvent herself by turning a 
menial job into meaningful work of her own creation.
Naively expecting a universally appreciative audience, 
Barnes’s passion for real food and her sharp tongue make
her kitchen a magnet for the fraternity brothers. Laugh-out-
loud funny, Hungry ($24.99, Hyperion, 978-1-401-32477-3) 
offers honest depictions of this perilous and risk-taking age 
balanced by humor and an exploration of the many ways
that food feeds us. Avail. 8/6

Savoring
the Moments

Come in to find these
and more favorite picks!Cele� ate � e Season



BRIAN FLOCA  — Locomotive
Saturday, September 7, 10:30am          
All aboard! We’re all fascinated by trains and Brian Floca’s 
new book Locomotive ($17.99, Atheneum, 978-1-416-9-9415-2) 
comes alive with the sounds, speed, and strength of the mighty 
locomotives. We’ll go back in time to the summer of 1869 when 
families traveled America’s brand
new transcontinental railroad. 

MICHAEL BUCKLEY — The Sister’s Grimm: 
Council of Mirrors
Thursday, September 19, 4 pm
Meet Michael Buckley, the bestselling and highly 
entertaining author of the Sisters Grimm and NERDS 
series.  He’ll talk about both series, including his latest 
and fi nal The Sisters Grimm, Book Nine: The Council 

of Mirrors ($7.95, Abrams, 978-1-4197-0538-0), and  his about-to-be-released NERDS,  
Book Five: Attack of the BULLIES ($15.95, Amulet, 978-1-4197-0857-2).

ANNIE BARROWS — Ivy and Bean Take the Case
Saturday, September 21, 1:30 pm

Come meet Annie Barrows, and listen to her latest 
Ivy and Bean adventure, Ivy and Bean Take the Case 
($14.99, Chronicle, 978-1-4521-0699-1). After watching 
a movie about a detective on the television, Bean 
decides to set up shop as a private investigator — and 
she and Ivy start looking for mysteries to solve.

The Lost Boy
Greg Ruth’s The Lost Boy ($12.99, Graphix, 978-0-4398-
2332-6) is a great graphic novel for teens who are looking for 
something fun to read. It’s a story of Nate and his family who 
move into an unusual house and equally unusual town. In the 
fl oorboard of his bedroom he discovers an old tape recorder 
with recordings made by a boy who used to live in the house 
long ago. Nate is suddenly thrust into a mystery. Along comes 
Tabitha, a local girl who knows something about the boy in 

the recordings and his disappearance.  Together they try to fi gure out what 
turns out to be the terrifying truth of the lost boy. Avail. 8/27 — Judith Lafi tte

The Kill List 
Frederick Forsyth has written yet another fi rst class 
thriller with The Kill List ($27.95, Putnam,
978-0-3991-6527-6). A shadowy fi gure, the Preacher, 
radicalizes young Muslims living in the U.S. and Europe 
via the internet to carry out assassinations. A retired 
American general is one of the victims, however his 
son, Kit Carson, is a top operative with TOSA, an outfi t 
tasked with locating and eliminating enemies of the USA 

who cannot be allowed to survive. Carson is known as the Tracker and the 
matter is now personal. The hunt is on, it takes us to Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Somalia where we meet a courageous Israeli agent embedded with 
Somali pirates. The story is fast-paced and has a tremendous ending. 
Forsyth fans will not be disappointed. Avail. 8/20 — Douglas Westgate

DOREEN CRONIN & BETSY LEWIN — Click, Clack, Boo
Wednesday, August 28, 4 pm                       
Farmer Brown does not like Halloween. So he draws the shades, 
puts on his footy pajamas, and climbs into bed. But do you 
think the barnyard animals have any respect for a man in footy 
pajamas? No, they do not. For them, the Halloween party has 
just begun. And we all know these critters far prefer tricks over 

treats. There are big surprises in store for Farmer Brown in Click, Clack, Boo! 
($16.99, Atheneum 978-1-4424-6553-4).  

MARGARET HADDIX PETERSON — Risked 
LISA McMANN— Island of Fire
Tuesday, September 3, 4 pm      
Middle readers will be fully engaged with two authors visiting 
Octavia Books with brand new adventures. Margaret Haddix 
Peterson, author of The New York Times bestselling The Missing 
series, joins us with Risked ($16.99, Pulse, 978-1-4169-8984-4), 
where Jonah and Katherine journey
to 1918 with the Romanov children.                          

Lisa McMann joins us with her new novel Island of Fire ($16.99, 
Aladdin, 9781442458451), where the magical world of Artime is 
gone and the Unwanteds are looking to Alex Stowe for answers 
while his twin brother Aaron continues to build his army in 
Quill. But a shocking twist reveals that Alex and Aaron share 
a common enemy more dangerous than either could have 
imagined...  

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Saturday, August 17, 10:30 am

Canada – by Richard Ford

Saturday, September 21, 10:30 am
Light Between Oceans 
– by M.L. Stedman

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Saturday, August 10, 10:30 am

Healer – by F. Paul Wilson

Saturday, September 14, 10:30 am
The Windup Girl – by Paolo 

Bacigalupi
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For the latest event information, visit OctaviaBooks.com!

LOLIS ERIC ELIE 
Treme: Stories and Recipes from the Heart of New Orleans
Thursday, August 1, 6 pm 
Inspired by David Simon’s award-winning HBO series Treme, this 
celebration of the culinary spirit of post-Katrina New Orleans 
features recipes and tributes from the characters, real and fi ctional, 

who highlight the Crescent City’s rich foodways. Treme: Stories and Recipes from 
the Heart of New Orleans ($29.95, Chronicle, 978-1-4521-0969-5) is visually rich 
and packed with 100 heritage and contemporary recipes from the city’s heralded 
restaurants such as Upperline, Bayona, Restaurant August, and Herbsaint, plus 
original recipes from renowned chefs Eric Ripert, David Chang, and other Treme 
guest stars. Please join us to celebrate the food that defi nes NOLA.

GEORGE BISHOP 
The Night of the Comet
Tuesday, August 13, 6 pm        
Illuminating and unforgettable, Bishop’s The Night of the Comet 
($25, Ballantine, 978-0-3455-1600-8) is a sad and sweet coming-of-
age story set in the swampy environs of Terrebonne, Louisiana. For 
his fourteenth birthday, Alan Broussard, Jr., receives a telescope 

from his father, a science teacher at the local high school who’s eagerly awaiting 
what he promises will be the astronomical event of the century: the coming of 
Comet Kohoutek. For Alan Broussard, Sr. — frustrated in his job, remote from 
his family — the comet is a connection to his past and a bridge to his son, with 
whom he’s eager to share his love for the stars. With Kohoutek drawing ever 
closer, the family begins to crumble under the weight of expectations, until a 
startling turn of events will leave both father and son much less certain about the 
laws that govern their universe. Bishop, who has lived and taught in Slovakia, 
Turkey, Indonesia, Azerbaijan, India, and Japan now lives in New Orleans. Please 
join us for the release of his new novel.

MICHAELA HAAS — Dakini Power
Saturday, September 7, 6 pm
Join us to learn about twelve extraordinary women who are 
shaping the transmission of Tibetan Buddhism in the West with 
Michaela Haas, author of Dakini Power ($16.95, Snow Lion, 978-
1-5593-9407-9). Haas will share insights into how they discovered 
their true calling, overcame barriers, and were drawn to progress 
on their spiritual path.

SUSAN LARSON 
The Booklover’s Guide to New Orleans
Thursday, September 12, 6 pm       
The literary tradition of New Orleans spans centuries and 
touches every genre; its living heritage winds through storied 
neighborhoods and is celebrated at numerous festivals across the 
city. For booklovers, a visit to the Big Easy isn’t complete without 
whiling away the hours in an antiquarian bookstore in the French 

Quarter or stepping out on a literary walking tour.  Susan Larson’s revised and 
updated edition of The Booklover’s Guide to New Orleans ($24.95, LSU Press, 978-
0-8071-5307-9) is the defi nitive resource for understanding the city’s long love 
affair with literature. She not only explores the legacy of Tennessee Williams and 
William Faulkner through historical landmarks, but also draws in modern-day 
celebrities like Anne Rice and James Lee Burke and details the literary resilience 
of a post-Katrina New Orleans.

JENNY HAN & SIOBHAN VIVIAN 
Fire With Fire
Thursday, September 19, Time TBA       
Enthusiasts of the young adult novel won’t want to miss Jenny Han 
and Siobhan Vivian, authors
of Fire With Fire ($17.99, S&S, 978-1-4424-4078-4) when they join us 
to discuss how Jar Island teens Lillia, Kat, and Mary’s ongoing revenge 
plot against Reeve has unexpected consequences.

JESMYN WARD 
Men We Reaped: A Memoir
Friday, September 27, 6 pm           
In fi ve years, Jesmyn Ward lost fi ve young men in her life — to drugs, 
accidents, suicide, and the bad luck that can follow people who live in 
poverty, particularly black men. Dealing with these losses, one after 
another, made Jesmyn ask the question: Why? And as she began to 

write about the experience of living through all the dying, she realized the truth — 
and it took her breath away. Her brother and her friends all died because of who 
they were and where they were from, because they lived with a history of racism 
and economic struggle that fostered drug addiction and the dissolution of family 
and relationships. Jesmyn writes powerfully about the pressures poverty brings, on 
the men who can do no right and the women who stand in for family in a society 
where the men are often absent. In Men We Reaped ($26, Bloomsbury,
978-1-6081-9521-3), Jesmyn bravely writes about this parallel American universe 
with the objectivity distance provides and the intimacy of utter familiarity.

Please join us to discover the books, authors, festivals, 
bookstores, and famed addresses that make 

the Crescent City a literary destination.

POETS: NANCY HARRIS & MELINDA PALACIO 
Tuesday, August 6, 6 pm

Poetry will come alive tonight as Nancy Harris  and 
Melinda Palacio share poetry from their newest 
collections. In Beauty Eating Beauty ($15, Portals 
Press, ), Harris shows her wit and craft of wordplay. 
Palacio’s poetry in How Fire is a Story, Waiting ($14.95, 
Tia Chucha, 978-1-8826-8844-9) creates images that 
are at once heart-breaking and humorous. Come sit, 
listen, and connect with poetry, a literary art form.


