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The Casual Vacancy
J.K. Rowling, the brilliant 
storyteller and creator of Harry 
Potter, has written her fi rst novel 
for adults. When Barry Fairbrother 
dies in his early forties, the town of 
Pagford is left in shock. Pagford is an 
idyllic English setting, with a cobbled 
market square and an ancient abbey, 
but what lies behind the pretty faćade is a town at war – the 
rich with the poor, teenagers with their parents, wives with 
their husbands, teachers with their pupils. Pagford is clearly 
not as it fi rst appears. And the empty seat left by Barry on 
the parish council soon becomes the catalyst for the biggest 
war the town has yet seen. Who will triumph in an election 
fraught with passion, duplicity, and unexpected revelations? A 
big novel about a small town, The Casual Vacancy ($35, Little, 
Brown, 978-0-316-22853-4) is a work like no other. Avail. 9/27

One Last Thing Before I Go
Jonathan Tropper’s last novel, This Is Where I Leave You, was 
a huge hit with booksellers and readers alike. He doesn’t 
disappoint with his latest, One Last Thing Before I Go ($26.95, 
Dutton, 978-0-525-95236-7), about one family’s struggle to 
reconnect. You don’t have to look very hard at Drew Silver 
to see that he’s made some mistakes. 
Now living in an apartment building with 
divorced men like him, he makes a living 
playing in wedding bands. His ex-wife, 
Denise, is about to marry a guy Silver 
can’t quite bring himself to hate. And 
his Princeton-bound teenage daughter 
Casey has just confi ded in him that she’s 
pregnant. So when he learns that his heart 
requires emergency, lifesaving surgery, 
Silver makes the radical decision to refuse 
the operation, choosing instead to use 
what little time he has left to repair his 

relationships, become a better 
man, and live in the moment. 
A funny, insightful, and “heart-

breaking” story.

A Working Theory of 
Love

Neill Bassett fi nds thousands of 
pages of secret journals that his father left behind when he 
committed suicide. Despite a useless degree in business 
marketing and absolutely no experience in computer 
science, he parlays the discovery into a job with an artifi cial 
intelligence company looking to build the world’s fi rst sentient 
computer. Essentially, he has been giving the computer 
language – using his father’s words – and the computer 
appears to be gaining awareness, to the point of asking 
questions about Neill’s childhood. When Neill discovers a 
missing year in the diaries – a year that must hold some secret 
to his parents’ marriage and perhaps even his father’s suicide 
– everything Neill thought he knew about his past comes into 
question, and every move forward feels impossible to make. 
A Working Theory of Love ($25.95, Penguin, 978-1-594-20505-
7), by Scott Hutchins, takes us on an odyssey of love, grief, 
and reconciliation that shows us how, once we let go of the 
idea that we’re trapped by our own sad histories, we have the 
chance to truly be free. Avail. 10/2
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A Working Theory of Love
In Scott Hutchins’ debut novel, A Working Theory of Love ($25.95, 
Penguin, 978-1-5942-0505-7), we follow the ramblings of thirty-
something Neill Bassett Jr., an San Francisco transplant working for a 
computer company by day and looking for love around the Bay area 
hostels and bar haunts at night, so that he may replace the giant hole a 
recent divorce has left him.
Each day, Neill’s work is motivated on the basis that the computer program will eventually 
be ready for the infamous Turing test that tests a machine’s sentient ability. The catch: the 
program Neill interacts with each day is culminated from the diaries of his deceased father. 
As Neill learns more about his distant father and relives the relationship they once had with 
one another back in Arkansas, he questions everything, asking, “I don’t know if old energy 
can replace new energy.” However, the reader learns that in fact, the past in all its fl aws, 
can offer a sense of renewal.  Hutchins’ novel is both beautifully ironic and heartbreakingly 
funny, weaving a great work of hope and humanity in a world full of distant machines.
— Paul Dean (newest member of Octavia’s bookselling staff)

MAY WE RECOMMEND...

New Orleans Impressionist Cityscapes        
More than 130 plein air paintings created between late 2006 
and early 2012 portray the many angles of New Orleans, from 
intimate scenes to magnifi cent vistas. Phil Sandusky’s New Orleans 
Impressionist Cityscapes ($29.95, Pelican, 9781455616800) captures 

the spirit, the life, and the thriving culture of the greater New Orleans area and reminds 
us that the Big Easy is as alive as ever. 
Buddy
Tyrone “Li’l T” Roberts meets Buddy after his family’s car 
accidentally hits the stray dog. Buddy turns out to be the dog Li’l 
T’s always wished for until Hurricane Katrina hits New Orleans 
and he must leave Buddy behind. After the storm, Li’l T and his 
father return to fi nd a community struggling--and Buddy gone. But 
Li’l T refuses to give up on his best friend. Buddy ($16.99, Viking, 
9780670014033) is a touching story by M.H. Herlong about holding 
on when you can and letting go when it’s the right thing to do.

Meanwhile Back at Cafe Du Monde: 
Life Stories about Food
Fifty original essays by chefs, restaurant owners, business owners, 
waiters, and more are accompanied by fun photographs of monologue 
subjects, such as beloved restaurants, memorable pies, and food-loving 
family members in Peggy Sweeney-McDonald’s Meanwhile, Back at 

Cafe Du Monde ($35, Pelican, 978-1-4556-1660-2). It all started with Cafe Du Monde, 
the place you always go for comfort food.                
Louisiana Seafood Bible: Fish
Fish lovers will savor this assortment of home-style recipes — 
whether fried or baked, pan seared or grilled. You’ll also learn about 
the Louisiana seafood industry (past and present) and follow a day in 
the life of a fi sherman today in Louisiana Seafood Bible: Fish ($26.95, 
Pelican, 978-1-4556-1527-8) by Jerald and Glenda Horst.

The Streetcar Guide to New Orleans             
Riding the streetcar is one of the most enjoyable things to do in 
New Orleans. The Streetcar Guide to New Orleans ($12.95, Pelican, 
978-1-4556-1496-7) is the perfect walking and riding guide to just 
about anything in the city.

DOING OUR PART TO KEEP 
AMERICA INTERESTING

LOCAL FLAVORS

As we reach the fi nal months 
of the year, we look back past 
Hurricane Isaac, the record high 
temperatures, fi ery political 
campaigns, amazing athletic 
achievements, plus all that’s 
unfolded in our own lives and 
wonder how the time passes so 
quickly and how we manage to 

keep up with a pace that only seems to quicken. Therein lies 
the wonderful thing about being a reader: not only is there no 
shortage of books to help us understand, laugh, or simply escape, 
but a book provides the opportunity to take as much time as we 
need – at our own pace – and enjoy quiet moments.

Autumn is here and the holiday season will be upon us before 
we know it. And with the holidays comes gift-giving. It’s our 
opportunity to let the important people in our lives know that we 
recognize them, care, and appreciate having them in our lives. And 
what better way to do so than with a treasured keepsake … just 
the right book, with a decorative bookplate inscribed with your 
good wishes.

Over the past few years, electronics of one kind or another have 
dominated the gift-giving scene. Many of us have likely succumbed 
to the temptation of giving a gadget, because of its novelty. But 
what do you do for an encore? Besides, how do you know if your 
electronic gift is even being used? Recent studies have confi rmed 
what we hear anecdotally: readers still enjoy holding a physical 
book and receiving books as gifts. The same studies also show 
that people who use e-readers still read as many — if not more 
— “real” books than before. Which only proves that readers are 
readers, booklovers are booklovers.

When you come into Octavia Books, you’ll fi nd our shelves and 
displays spotlighting personally selected books we think are most 
worthy of having in our homes and in our lives. If you’re not sure 
what to chose for those hard-to-shop-for people in your life, just 
ask and we’ll fi nd just the right gift. History buff? Foodie? World 
traveler? Vampire or zombie-lover? No problem! Just as we turn 
to expert authors for answers, we invite you to turn to our expert 
booksellers to bring you the best of the best. 

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to bring you some 
enjoyment and make your gift giving a little easier. We look 
forward to seeing you soon!
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The Forgetting Tree
Claire Nagy turns away from her literary education to 
marry the only son of a prominent California citrus rancher, 
consenting to a life of hard work and long days. Not even 
a series of tragic events can pull Claire from the land she 
is now devoted to preserving. But an illness threatens her 
life, and the enigmatic caregiver she has chosen doesn’t 
help matters at all. Tatjana Soli’s new novel, The Forgetting 
Tree ($25.99, St. Martin’s, 978-1-250-00104-7) explores the 
intimate ties we have to one another, the deepest fears we 
keep to ourselves, and the calling of the land that ties every 
one of us together.

The Round House
No one chronicles Native-American life more brilliantly 
than Pulitzer Prize fi nalist Louise Erdrich (The Plague of 
Doves). In The Round House ($26.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-
062-06524-7), Erdrich explores issues of Native American 
sovereignty and legal jurisdiction through the eyes of a 
teenaged boy who seeks justice and understanding in the 
wake of a terrible crime that upends and forever transforms 
his family. The Round House is at once a powerful coming-of-
age story, a mystery, and a tender, moving novel of family, 
history, and culture. Avail. 10/2

Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore
Recently laid off web designer Clay Jannon now works the 
night shift at a hole-in-the-wall bookstore, whose customers 
come in repeatedly but never seem to actually buy anything. 
Clay concludes the store must be a front for something 
larger, and ropes his friends into helping to fi gure out what’s 
going on. Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore ($25, FSG, 978-
0-374-21491-3), by Robin Sloan, is a gleeful and exhilarating 
tale of global conspiracy, complex code-breaking, high-tech 
data visualization, young love, rollicking adventure, and the 
secret to eternal life. Avail. 10/2

In Sunlight and in Shadow
New York in 1947 glows with post-war energy. Harry 
Copeland returns home after the war to run the family 
business, and in a single moment, falls for a young singer 
and heiress, Catherine Thomas Hale. When Catherine 
chooses Harry over her long-time fi ancé, events unfold that 
endanger Harry’s livelihood and eventually threatens his 
life. In Sunlight and in Shadow ($28, HMH, 978-0-547-81923-
5) is Mark Helprin’s epic novel that asks a simple question: 
can love and honor conquer all? Avail. 10/2

The Lawgiver
Legendary author Herman Wouk, at age ninety-six, has written 
a romantic and suspenseful novel about making a movie about 
Moses in the present day. In The Lawgiver ($25.99, Simon & 
Schuster, 978-1-451-69938-8), a young writer-director can make 
the movie if the script meets the standards of an Australian 
billionaire, who insists on Woukï¿½s stamp of approval. 
Contending with Moses and marriage, the force of tradition, 
rebellion, and reunion, The Lawgiver refl ects the wisdom of a 
lifetime. Avail. 11/13

Blasphemy
Sherman Alexie’s stature as a writer of stories, poems, and 
novels has soared over the course of his twenty-book, twenty-
year career. A bold and irreverent observer of life among Native 
Americans in the Pacifi c Northwest, the daring, versatile, funny, 
and outrageous Alexie showcases all his talents in his newest 
collection of short stories, Blasphemy ($27, Grove, 978-0-802-
12039-7). In every story, Alexie’s compassion and tell-it-like-it-is 
style shines as his characters struggle with identity and how to 
preserve customs and traditions. Avail. 10/2

The Raven Boys
For as long as she can remember, Blue Sargent’s clairvoyant 
mother has warned her that she will cause her true love to die. 
She never thought this would be a problem until she is drawn 
to Gansey, a rich student at the local private school. She knows 
that Gansey and his friends are Raven Boys, which can only 
mean trouble. But as Blue is caught up in their strange and 
sinister quest, she questions the inevitability of death and the 
real nature of love. The Raven Boys ($18.99, Scholastic, 978-0-
545-42492-9), by Maggie Stiefvater, is the fi rst in a spellbinding 
new series.

The Diviners
Evie O’Neill has been exiled from her boring old hometown and 
shipped off to the bustling streets of New York City. The only 
catch is that Evie must live with her Uncle Will, curator of The 
Museum of American Folklore, Superstition, and the Occult. 
When a rash of occult-based murders comes to light, Evie and 
her uncle are right in the thick of the investigation. The Diviners 
($19.99, Little, Brown, 978-0-316-12611-3), by Libba Bray, gives 
us a good look at the Prohibition Era, fi lled with fl irtations and 
killings.

Indie Favorites

Great Reads for Younger Adults
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   � e Suspense  
 Will Get You 

Live By Night
Whether bestselling author Dennis Lehane is breaking new 
ground with uniquely inventive psychological suspense, 
redefi ning the detective story, or bringing a bygone era to life, 
he has proven to be deserving of every accolade. Lehane doesn’t 
disappoint with his latest, Live by Night ($27.99, Wm. Morrow, 
978-0-060-00487-3), an epic tale of the making and unmaking 
of a gangster in the Prohibition Era of the Roaring Twenties. 
Meticulously researched and artfully told, Live by Night is the 
riveting story of one man’s rise from Boston petty thief to the 
Gulf Coast’s most successful rum runner. Avail. 10/2

Delusion in Death
With more than 400 million copies of her books in print, J.D. 
Robb is an undisputed master of futuristic suspense. In her latest 
thriller, Delusion in Death ($27.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-15881-0), 
Lieutenant Eve Dallas tries to sort out the inexplicable events 
after eighty people lay dead following twelve minutes of chaos at 
a popular happy-hour bar. The bar patrons appear to have been 
exposed to a cocktail of chemicals and illegal drugs that could 
drive anyone to temporary insanity – if not kill them outright. If 
Eve can’t fi gure out who could do such a thing, it could happen 
again … because it’s airborne.

The Malice of Fortune
If you love historical mysteries, you’ll be enthralled by former 
art history teacher Michael Ennis’s new novel, The Malice 
of Fortune ($26.95, Doubleday, 978-0-385-53631-8). When 
Pope Alexander dispatches Damiata, a Vatican courtesan, to 
investigate the murder of his illegitimate son, she becomes 
a pawn in the political intrigues of the Pope’s surviving son, 
the charismatic Duke Valentino. Damiata enlists the help of 
an obscure diplomat, Niccolo Macchiavelli, and Valentino’s 
eccentric military engineer, Leonardo DaVinci, to decipher the 
killer’s taunting riddles. A captivating and intelligent thriller!

The Twelve
In his critically acclaimed novel The Passage, Justin Cronin 
constructed an unforgettable world transformed by a 
government experiment gone horribly wrong. With The Twelve 
($28, Ballantine, 978-0-345-50498-2), the story continues as 
three strangers navigate the chaos, desperate to fi nd others, to 
survive, to witness the dawn on the other side of disaster. Then, 
a hundred years in the future, the characters introduced in The 
Passage hunt the original twelve virals, unaware that the rules 
of the game have changed. Sacrifi ce and survival rule the day in 
this stunning sequel. Avail. 10/16

Fallen Masters
Internationally renowned psychic John Edward has helped 
millions of people connect with loved ones on the Other Side. In 
Fallen Masters ($25.99, Tor, 978-0-765-33271-4), signs and portents 
have begun to appear that point to a rushing cataclysm. Both 
political and religious world leaders see the patterns, but it will be 
up to a small diverse group of men and women who will have to 
decide to use their free will to aid in the last great cosmic battle 
between good and evil as these apocalyptic forces clash – both 
here on Earth and on the Other Side.

The Code
Now that Brad Shade is retired after fourteen years of 
bouncing around hockey leagues, he’s living out of a suitcase 
and scouting for Los Angeles. But when the brutally 
murdered body of a coaching legend turns up in the parking 
lot after an old-timers charity game, Shade’s job starts to 
overlap with investigating the killing of the grizzled old 
coach. In The Code ($16, Pintail, 978-0-670-06690-2), sports 
columnist and hockey scout G.B. Joyce introduces us to a 
character with a self-deprecating sense of humor and an 
oversized will to win.

Black Fridays
Debut author Michael Sears spent over 20 years on Wall Street, 
but unlike his protagonist, Jason Stafford, didn’t go to prison 
after a minor accounting error became a major felony. Having 
lost his family and most of his wealth, Stafford, now out of 
prison, is hired to investigate the mysterious death of a junior 
partner. At the same time, he attempts to reclaim his fi ve-
year-old autistic son from his unstable ex-wife. Says Jonathan 
Kellerman, Black Fridays ($25.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-15866-7) 
is a “…beautifully written thriller offering a fascinating insider’s 
view of corruption in high places.”

Noteworthy Debuts

Books Make Great Gifts
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Exploring J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit
Corey Olsen, host of the popular podcast “The Tolkien 
Professor,” takes readers on a compelling, in-depth tour of 
Tolkien’s novel, illuminating the secrets and stories behind the 
characters within the enchanting prelude to The Lord of the 
Rings. Exploring J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit ($25, HMH, 978-
0-547-73946-5) is a fun, thoughtful, and insightful companion 
volume that illuminates the most widely read and best-loved 
books of the twentieth century. Uncover the secrets and delights 
of this great work before the release of the two fi lm adaptations 
this December!

Joseph Anton
On February 14, 1989, Salman Rushdie was informed he’d been 
sentenced to death by the Ayatollah Khomeini for writing his 
novel The Satanic Verses. Forced to live underground, Rushdie 
chose a name that reminded him of two of his beloved authors: 
Conrad and Chekhov. In Joseph Anton ($30, Random House, 
978-0-812-99278-6), we read Rushdie’s story, one of the crucial 
battles for freedom of speech. He talks about the sometimes 
grim, sometimes comic realities of living with armed policemen, 
and of the close bonds he formed with his protectors; of his 
struggle for support and understanding from governments, intelligence chiefs, publishers, 
journalists, and fellow writers; and of how he regained his freedom. 

Winter Journal
Thirty years after the publication of The Invention of Solitude, in 
which he wrote so movingly about fatherhood, Paul Auster gives 
us a quiet meditation on death and life in Winter Journal ($26, 
Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09553-1). Auster focuses on his body and 
sensations to guide his memories, recalling everything from the 
momentous to the mundane — childhood baseball games, his 
succession of apartments in New York and Paris, the death of his 
mother, and 30-year marriage — to life’s missteps and longings. 
A highly personal, moving, and brilliant refl ection on life by one 
of our most intellectually elegant writers.

The John Lennon Letters
John Lennon was one of the greatest songwriters the world 
has ever known, but it was in his correspondences that 
he allowed his personality and poetry to fl ow unguarded. 
Now, we have his letters to family, friends, strangers, and 
lovers from every point in his life in The John Lennon Letters 
($29.99, Little Brown, 978-0-316-20080-6). Funny, wise, 
poetic, and sometimes heartbreaking, his letters illuminate a 
never-before-seen intimate side of this private genius. Avail. 
10/9

The Little Bookshop of Big Stone Gap
Wendy Welch and her husband had always dreamed of owning a 
bookstore, so when they left their high-octane jobs for a simpler 
life in an Appalachian coal town, they seized an unexpected 
opportunity to pursue their dream. The Little Bookstore of Big 
Stone Gap ($24.99, St. Martin’s, 978-1-250-01063-6) is the little 
bookstore that could: how two people, two cats, two dogs, and 
thirty-eight thousand books helped a small town fi nd its heart. It 
is a story about people and books, and how together they create 
community. Avail. 10/2

The End of Your Life Book Club
“What are you reading?” That’s the question Will Schwalbe 
asked his mother, Mary Anne, as they sat in the medical 
center waiting room. Months later, Mary Anne was diagnosed 
with advanced pancreatic cancer. The End of Your Life Book 
Club ($25, Knopf, 978-0-307-5-9403-7) is the inspiring true 
story of a son and his mother who start a book club to bring 
them together as her life comes to a close. Over the next two 
years, Will and Mary Anne carry on wide-ranging and deeply 
personal conversations that are a reminder of the power of 
books to comfort us, astonish us, teach us, and tell us what we need to learn about 
our lives and in the world. Avail. 10/2

Learn Something New Every Day
NPR librarian Kee Malesky, author of All Facts Considered, 
returns with a year’s worth of fascinating facts on the arts, history, 
language, natural history, religion, and science to build up your 
brain with Learn Something New Every Day: 365 Facts to Fulfi ll Your 
Life ($19.95, Wiley, 978-1-118-11275-5). This is the perfect gift 
for anyone with an inquisitive mind and an appreciation of the 
wonders of the world around us. Avail. 10/9 

       Beyond 
         the Words

“You may say I’m a dreamer. But I’m not the only one. I hope someday you’ll join us. And the world will be as one”

— John Lennon, Imagine
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A Kiss Means I Love You
“A kiss means I love you, a wave means hello, a 
smile means I’m happy, a tug means let’s go!” 
Kathryn Madeline Allen’s sweet rhyming text with 
Eric Futran’s colorful and engaging photographs 

in A Kiss Means I Love You ($15.99, Albert Whitman, 978-0-807-
54186-9) makes for great read-aloud fun while teaching little ones ways to 
communicate in non-verbal ways. Ages 2-5 

Boot & Shoe
Boot and Shoe were born into the same litter, and now 
they live in the same house. They eat out of the same 
bowl, pee on the same tree, and sleep in the same bed. 
But they spend their days apart — Boot on the back 
porch and Shoe on the front porch. But when a crazy 
neighborhood squirrel arrives…everything goes topsy-
turvy! Caldecott Honor medalist Marla Frazee brings 
her signature wit, tenderness, and hilarious illustrations to 
Boot & Shoe ($16.99, Beach Lane, 978-1-442-42247-6). Avail. 10/2. Ages 2-5

Rocket Writes a Story
Rocket loves books and he wants to make his own, 
but he can’t think of a story. Encouraged by a little 
yellow bird to look closely at the world around him 
for inspiration, Rocket sets out on a journey. Along 
the way he discovers small details that he has never 
noticed before – a timid baby owl who becomes 

his friend, and an idea for a story. Rocket Writes a Story ($17.99, 
Schwartz & Wade, 978-0-375-87086-6), an irresistible sequel to How Rocket 
Learned to Read by Tad Hills, is a testimony to the power of stories to build 
bridges. Ages 4-7

Skippyjon Jones Cirque de OLÉ
In his newest adventure, the irresistible Skippyjon 
Jones swings out of his closet and into the 
spectacular Cirque de Olé. There are many acts to 
see, but only Skippito the Strong can perform the 
trickiest stunt of all. Judy Schachner’s vivacious art 
and riotous text make for mucho read-aloud fun in Skippyjon Jones 
Cirque de OLÉ ($17.99, Dial, 978-0-803-73782-2). Includes a CD of the author 
reading so young readers can follow along! Ages 4-7. Avail. 10/16

This is Not My Hat
Jon Klassen’s debut, I Want My Hat Back, was 
voted Best Illustrated Children’s Book of the 
Year by the New York Times Book Review. 
Visual humor again swims to the fore in This is 
Not My Hat ($15.99, Candlewick, 978-0-763-65599-
0), when a tiny fi sh shoots into view wearing 

a round blue topper (which happens to fi t him perfectly). But trouble 
could be following close behind if that enormous fi sh ever wakes up. 
This is one deadpan-funny fi sh tale! Ages 3-6. Avail. 10/9

Helen’s Big World
With her signature style of prose laced with 
stirring quotes, Doreen Rappaport brings to life 
Helen Keller’s inspiring story of overcoming life’s 
obstacles. Acclaimed illustrator Matt Tavares 
beautifully captures the dynamism and verve of 
Helen Keller’s life and legacy, making Helen’s Big 
World ($17.99, Hyperion, 978-0-786-80890-8) an 
unforgettable portrait of a woman whose vision 
for innovation and progress changed America — and the world — forever. 
Ages 6-8. Avail. 10/16

The Boxcar Children Beginning
The Boxcar Children’s series celebrates 70 years of 
publishing great adventures for children. Jump on 
board at the very beginning with Newbery Medalist 
Patricia MacLachlan’s loving tribute to the classic 
novels by Gertrude Chandler Warner. In The Boxcar 
Children Beginning ($5.99, Albert Whitman, 978-0-807-
56616-9), times are hard but happy for Henry, 

Jessie, Violet, and Benny with their parents at Fair 
Meadow Farm. After a blizzard hits, the Aldens take in a family of 
strangers whose car breaks down. But events unfold to forever change 
the lives of the children before their boxcar adventures. Ages 7-10 

I Have a Dream
On August 28, 1963, on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial during the March on Washington, Martin 
Luther King gave one of the most powerful and 
memorable speeches in our nation’s history. His 
words, paired with Caldecott Honor winner Kadir 
Nelson’s magnifi cent paintings in I Have a Dream 
($18.99, Schwartz & Wade, 978-0-375-85887-1), 
make for a picture book certain to be treasured by 
children and adults alike. Ages 8-11. Avail. 10/9

Rocket Writes a Story
Rocket loves books and he wants to make his own, 
but he can’t think of a story. Encouraged by a little 

his friend, and an idea for a story. 

The Boxcar Children Beginning
The Boxcar Children’s series celebrates 70 years of 
publishing great adventures for children. Jump on 
board at the very beginning with Newbery Medalist 

Jessie, Violet, and Benny with their parents at Fair 

This is Not My Hat
Jon Klassen’s debut, 
voted Best Illustrated Children’s Book of the 

Skippyjon Jones 

Cuddle Up 
         and Read

A Kiss Means I Love You
“A kiss means I love you, a wave means hello, a 
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Escape In a Good Book
The Next Chapter
The Mark of Athena 
(The Heroes of Olympus, Book 3)
With his fi rst series, Percy Jackson and the Olympians, Rick 
Riordan captured the imaginations of readers of all ages 
by combining action and adventure with Greek mythology. 
His second series, The Heroes of Olympus, has introduced us 
to fi ve more characters, now united in The Mark of Athena 
($19.99, Hyperion, 978-1-423-14060-3). But they number 
only six, so who will fulfi ll the mysterious “Prophecy of 
Seven”? Old friends, new friends, fearsome foes, and exotic 
settings make for one of the biggest books of the year. 
Ages 11+. Avail. 10/2

Ruins (Pathfinder Trilogy, Book 2)
Adventure, suspense, and time travel have been the 
hallmarks of Orson Scott Card’s Pathfi nder series, just 
as his fi rst book, Ender’s Game, and the online magazine 
Intergalactic Medicine Show, has made him a star in the Sci-
Fi/Fantasy world. Book 2 in the series, Ruins ($18.99, Simon 
Pulse, 978-1-416-99177-9), fi nds Rigg and his friends needing 
to work together to alter the past, or else there will be no 
future. Ages 12-17. Avail. 10/30

Reached (Matched Trilogy, Book 3)
The gripping conclusion to Ally Condie’s bestselling 
Matched Trilogy, where Cassia and Ky leave Society to 
search for the Rising – and each other – is Reached ($17.99, 
Dutton, 978-0-525-42366-9). Cassia and Ky have found what 
they were looking for, but at the cost of losing each other yet 
again. Cassia must reconcile the diffi culties of challenging 
a life too confi ning, seeking a freedom she never dreamed 
possible, and honoring a love she cannot live without. Ages 
12-17. Avail. 11/13, pre-order your copy now!

Son (The Giver Quartet, Book 4)
Lois Lowry, beloved author of more than 30 books for 
young adults, won the Newbery Medal for The Giver in 1994. 
The long-awaited grand fi nale is now here, as we re-enter a 
dark and claustrophobic world to meet 14-year-old Claire, 
strapped to a table and about to give birth. When someone 
forgets to give Claire the pills everyone takes to suppress 
their feelings and individuality, and she learns that her son 
has disappeared, she must fi nd him. In Son ($17.99, HMH, 
978-0-547-88720-3), there is a fi nal clash between good and 
evil, and a new hero emerges. Ages 12-17. Avail. 10/2

Eve and Adam
Healing from injuries she suffered in a car accident, Evening 
Spiker thinks she will die – not from her injuries, but from 
boredom. Her mother, who runs a research facility, gives her 
a special project: create the perfect boy. Using an amazingly 
detailed simulation, Eve starts building a boy from the ground 
up. The dynamic husband-wife team behind the Animorphs 
series, Katherine Applegate and Michael Grant, now bring 
us Eve and Adam ($17.99, Feiwel, 978-0-312-58351-4), the 
fi rst installment in an entertaining series with smart teens and 
high-tech evildoers. Ages 13-18. Avail. 10/2

Mira’s Diary
When Mira receives a cryptic postcard from her missing 
mother, she sets off with her father and brother to fi nd her 
in Paris. Only Mira doesn’t know she’s looking in the wrong 
century. By innocently touching a gargoyle on the roof of 
Notre Dame, Mira is whisked into the past and fi nds her 
mother in serious trouble. As she follows her mother’s clues, 
Mira helps change history to bring her mother home. Mira’s 
Diary ($12.99, Sourcebooks, 978-1-402-26606-5) is the latest 
from Marissa Moss, best known for her enormously popular 
Amelia series. Ages 9-12

The Last Dragonslayer
Jasper Fford, best known for his satirical look at the book 
world through the eyes of his heroine, Thursday Next, 
now shares his sharp wit with younger readers in The Last 
Dragonslayer ($16.99, HMH, 978-0-547-73847-5). Fifteen-
year-old Jennifer Strange runs an agency for underemployed 
magicians in a world where magic is fading away. But when 
visions predict the death of the world’s last dragon, everything 
will change for Jennifer - because “Big Magic” is coming. 
Ages 12+. Avail. 10/2

Who Could That Be At This Hour? 
(All the Wrong Questions, Book 1)
Lemony Snicket has portrayed suspicious circumstances 
and shady characters in much of his work, including the 
thirteen volumes in A Series of Unfortunate Events. Now 
he returns with an account of his youth, when he began an 
apprenticeship in an organization nobody knows about. 
He started by asking questions that shouldn’t have been on 
his mind. Who Could That Be At This Hour? ($15.99, Little, 
Brown, 978-0-316-12308-2) is the fi rst of four volumes that 
shouldn’t be read, written by Lemony Snicket, known to 
communicate through his dashing emissary, Daniel Handler. 
Ages 9-12. Avail. 10/23
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Waging Heavy Peace
Neil Young’s music and songwriting— which spans forty 
years and thirty-four studio albums of rock and roll, folk, 
and country, with shadings of blues, techno, and other 
styles—are among the most enduring and popular in 
modern times. With a major hit in every decade since the 
sixties, Young is acclaimed for both his musical talents 
and artistic integrity and was inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame twice (as a solo artist and as a member 
of Buffalo Springfi eld). A well-known political activist, 
environmentalist, and philanthropist, Young has been 
involved in several causes. Waging Heavy Peace ($30, Blue Rider, 978-0-399-
15946-6) is his remarkable story. Avail. 10/2

Does This Church Make Me Look Fat?
What does it mean to give church a try when you haven’t 
really tried since you were twelve? At the end of her 
bestselling memoir Mennonite in a Little Black Dress, 
Rhoda Janzen had reconnected with her family and 
her roots, though her future felt uncertain. But when 
she starts dating a churchgoer, this skeptic begins a 
surprising journey. Does This Church Make Me Look Fat? 
($24.99, Grand Central, 978-1-455-50288-2) is the story 
of what it means to fi nd joy in love, comfort in prayer, 
and — incredibly and surprisingly — in faith in a big-
hearted God. Avail. 10/2

Bad Habits
Bestselling author and comedian Jenny McCarthy turns 
inward in a brutally honest and sinfully hilarious look 
at growing up Catholic in Bad Habits: Confessions of a 
Recovering Catholic ($26.99, Hyperion, 978-1-401-32465-
0). From being an aspiring nun at an all-girls school in the 
Chicago suburbs to Playmate of the Year, then writing and 
hosting her own talk show, McCarthy refl ects, confesses, 
and acknowledges her personal examination of faith and 
how it turns out to surprise us as the most unexpected 
moments. Avail. 10/2

You Saved Me, Too
You Saved Me, Too ($24.95, Skirt!, 978-0-762-78038-9) is a 
touching literary love story about an unlikely friendship. 
Sue Resnick was fi rst attracted to Aron’s warmth and wit, 
such a contrast to his tragic past as a Holocaust survivor 
and her recent battle with postpartum depression. In 
vignettes that alternate through time, Resnick’s elegant 
writing, humor, and sassiness beautifully illuminate a 
complex relationship where two people shared the hidden 
parts of themselves to create an invaluable bond. Avail. 
10/2

Growing Up Brave
Although we do all we can to ensure our little ones are well 
fed, loved, read to, and comforted when they cry, one in fi ve 
children today suffers from a diagnosed anxiety disorder. 
What can you do to help them navigate this stressful world? 
Dr. Donna Pincus, nationally recognized childhood anxiety 
expert, coaches parents to identify the causes for concern, 
promote coping skills, reinforce problem-solving behavior, 
and instill happiness and confi dence for childhood and 
beyond in Growing Up Brave ($25.99, Little Brown, 978-0-
316-12560-4). 

How Does Sleep Come?
What to read last when gathered with a little one at 
bedtime? Come take a look at Jeanne Blackmore’s 
picture book debut, How Does Sleep Come? ($16.99, 
Jaberwocky, 978-1-402-27105-2), a wonderfully poetic 
story with beautiful illustrations. Just how does sleep 
come? “Sleep comes quietly. Like a snowfall that 
blankets a meadow on a dark starry night…” A perfect 
selection to read just before turning off the lights for a peaceful night’s sleep. 

The Magical Path
Marc Allen — writer, speaker, publisher, and music 
composer — turned from a life of poverty to abundance by 
fi rst deciding to shift his attention and changing his practices. 
For anyone in an uncomfortable web or desiring a more 
healthy way of focusing thoughts and energies, look to The 
Magical Path: Creating the Life of Your Dreams and a World 
That Works for All ($15.95, New World Library, 978-1-608-
68145-7). You’ll discover simple yet powerful insights and 
practices to help direct the course of your life. Avail. 10/16

Engage. Entertain. Enlighten.

Books Make Great Gifts
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America Again
As perfect as America is in every single way, America is 
broken! And we can’t exchange it because we’re 236 years 
past the 30-day return window. Leave it to Stephen Colbert, 
the font of “truthiness,” to tell us how to restore America 
to the greatness it never lost. Covering topics ranging from 
healthcare to the economy to food (“Feel free to deep fry this 
book – it’s a rich source of fi ber”), Colbert gives America the 
dose of truth it needs to get back on track with America Again: 
Re-Becoming the Greatness We Never Weren’t ($28.99, Grand 
Central, 978-0-446-58397-8). Avail. 10/2

The Oath
CNN’s senior legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin has already exposed 
the workings of the Supreme Court in his prize-winning 
The Nine, and now returns to shed light on the momentous 
ideological war between the John Roberts Supreme Court 
and the Obama administration in The Oath: The Obama White 
House and the Supreme Court ($28.95, Doubleday, 978-0-385-
52720-0). As the nation prepares to vote for President in 2012, 
the future of the Supreme Court will also be on the ballot.

Don’t Know Much About…
the American Presidents
For more than 20 years since his New York Times bestseller 
Don’t Know Much About History, Kenneth C. Davis has shown 
that Americans don’t hate history, just the dull version dished 
out in school. Now, just in time for the November elections, 
he brings us an understanding of the highest offi ce in the land 
and the men who have occupied it in Don’t Know Much About 
the American Presidents ($27.99, Hyperion, 978-1-401-32408-
7). Filled with entertaining stories and memorable facts, this 
book is perfect for history buffs and history-phobes alike.

Killing Kennedy
What better way for Bill O’Reilly, host of the highest rated 
cable news show in the country, to follow up his mega-
bestselling Killing Lincoln than with Killing Kennedy: The 
End of Camelot ($28, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09666-8). By 
recounting in gripping detail the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy – the most notorious crime of the 20th century – 
O’Reilly chronicles both the heroism and deceit of Camelot, 
bringing history to life in ways that will profoundly move you. 
Avail. 10/16

Citizen Soldier
Historian Aida Donald charts the life and legacy of Harry S. 
Truman, who rose from a modest background to preside over 
the end of World War II and the beginning of the Cold War – 
one  of the most momentous shifts of the twentieth century – in 
Citizen Soldier: A Life of Harry S. Truman ($25.99, Basic Books, 
978-0-465-03120-7). With remarkable clarity and insight, Donald 
shows how, perhaps more than any other head of state, Truman 
delineated the complex international order that would dominate 
the four decades after World War II. Avail. 10/2

The Last Lion
No one has been able to document the life of Winston Churchill 
in a more readable way than William Manchester. When he 
became ill in 2003, he asked notable journalist Paul Reid to help 
him complete his authoritative body of work. Now, twenty years 
later, comes the result: The Last Lion: Winston Spencer Churchill: 
Defender of the Realm, 1940-1965 ($40, Little, Brown, 978-0-316-
54770-3), an unparalleled portrait of this brilliant, fl awed, and 
dynamic leader who personifi ed the “never surrender” ethos 
that helped the Allies win the war. Avail. 11/6

The Black Count
Literary detective Tom Reiss (The Orientalist) brings to life one 
of history’s great forgotten heroes, Alex Dumas. Born to a black 
slave mother and a fugitive white French nobleman in present-
day Haiti, Dumas made his way to Paris, where his heroic 
feats in the service of Napoleon’s army led to his capture and 
imprisonment. The Black Count: Glory, Revolution, Betrayal, and 
the Real Count of Monte Cristo ($27, Crown, 978-0-307-38246-7) 
is not only a window into the modern world’s fi rst multi-racial 
society, but also a heartbreaking story of the enduring bonds of 
love between a father and son.

Listening In
In conjunction with the 50th anniversary of John F. Kennedy’s 
presidency, Ted Widmer has collaborated with Caroline 
Kennedy to release Listening in: The Secret White House 
Recordings of John F. Kennedy ($40, Hyperion, 978-1-401-32456-
8). At a time when Civil Rights tensions were near the boiling 
point and Americans feared a nuclear war, JFK installed 
hidden recording systems in the Oval Offi ce. Two fully restored 
and remastered CDs accompany the extensively annotated 
transcripts of the recordings, giving us an insider’s account of a 
hazardous era of uncertainty.

 Understanding Our World
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Vegan Eats World
For many reasons, people are cutting down or eliminating 
meat and dairy products from their diet yet crave food that 
is fl avorful, interesting, and satisfying. Terry Hope Romera, 
vegan chef and bestselling cookbook author, offers a masterful 
collection of more than 250 recipes from all corners of the 
globe in Vegan Eats World ($35, Da Capo, 978-0-738-21486-
3). She’s reinvented delicious ethnic dishes, popular street 
foods, and take-out so we can eat well while being mindful of a 
healthy body and healthy planet. Avail. 10/30

The First Apartment Book
Moving out into your own place is quite an exciting time — an 
opportunity to express your own personality while furnishing 
your very own place. Twenty-seven year old design prodigy 
Kyle Shuneman offers advice for creating a cool design in 
small spaces on a budget in The First Apartment Book ($24.99, 
Clarkson Potter, 978-0-307-95290-5). A fun and useful gift for 
anyone just out of the nest.

You Can Buy Happiness
Like many, Tammy Strobel and her husband were living a 
normal middle-class lifestyle (living beyond their means) 
when they made the decision to right-size their lives. In their 
quest to simplify, eliminate spending on unnecessary stuff, and 
spend more time on things that mattered most to them, they 
challenged old thoughts about money and possessions, and 
discovered a simple path to happiness. You Can Buy Happiness 
(and It’s Cheap) ($14.95, New World Library, 978-1-608-
68083-2) will give you the inspiration and nudge to step into 
a life that’s more conscious and connected, sustainable and 
sustaining, heartfelt and happy.

Comet’s Tale
Forced into early retirement by a spinal condition, Steven Wolf 
reluctantly moved to Arizona for its warm winter climate. A 
lifelong dog lover, the former hard-driving attorney is drawn 
to a local group that rescues retired racing greyhounds. When 
Comet, a once-abused cinnamon-striped racer, chooses to 
“adopt” Wolf, he has no idea that a life-altering relationship 
has begun — for both of them. Powerful, funny, and absolutely 
delightful, Comet’s Tale: How the Dog I Rescued Saved My Life 
($23.95, Algonquin, 978-1-616-20045-9) is a beautiful and wise 
reminder how love and healing can come into our lives when 
least expected. Avail. 10/9

True Food
When Andrew Weil and Sam Fox opened True Food Kitchen, 
they did so with a two-fold mission: every dish served must not 
only be delicious, but it must promote the diner’s wellbeing. 
True Food: Seasonal, Sustainable, Simple, Pure ($29.99. Little 
Brown, 978-0-316-12941-1) supports the same mission, with 
freshly imagined recipes that are seasonal, inviting, and easy to 
make. You can have it all — good food and good health. Let 
the experts show you how. Avail. 10/9

Appetite for Life
Stacey Antine, founder of HealthBarn USA, an organization at 
the front lines of introducing kids and their families to healthy 
eating habits and real food, contends that mealtime should not 
be a battleground. She knows from experience that the key to 
raising adventurous, wise eaters is to connect kids to the food 
they eat. In Appetite for Life ($26.99, HarperOne, 978-0-062-
10370-3), Antine helps us get kids to connect the dots between 
eating well and feeling good, involving them in learning about growing food, reading 
labels, making wise choices, and preparing meals. Pediatricians quoted proclaim 
these are game-changing activities that are the key ingredient to a healthier, happier 
dinner table.

Come In, We’re Closed
In a most unique look at the world of food, Christine 
Carroll and Jody Eddy take us behind the kitchen door at 
some of the world’s leading restaurants to sneak a peak at 
what the staff eats before opening for business each night. 
With more than 150 recipes and at least 300 photos, Come 
In, We’re Closed ($35, Running Press, 978-0-762-44262-1) 
shares their best-kept secrets.  Ultra-crispy fried chicken, 
fl avorful vegetable soups, meltingly tender carnitas…
foodies will savor their trip around the world — without 
the bill or tip! Avail. 10/2

      Savoring 
     the Season

There is more to life than increasing its speed.

— Mohandas K. Ghandi



OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Saturday, October 20, 10:30 AM
Swamplandia!
Thirteen-year-old Ava Bigtree has lived her entire 
life at Swamplandia!, her family’s island home 
and gator-wrestling theme park in the Florida 
Everglades. But when illness fells Ava’s mother, 
the park’s indomitable headliner, the family is 
plunged into chaos. As Ava sets out on a mission 
through the magical swamps to save them all, we are drawn into a 
lush and bravely imagined debut that takes us to the shimmering edge 
of reality. Karen Russell’s Swamplandia! ($14.95, Vintage, 978-0-307-
2-7668-1) was a New York Times Best Book of the Year.

Saturday, November 17, 10:30 AM
The Orphan Master’s Son
An epic novel and a thrilling literary discovery, 
The Orphan Master’s Son ($15, RH, 978-0-8129-
8262-6) by Adam Johnson follows a young man’s 
journey through the icy waters, dark tunnels, and 
eerie spy chambers of the world’s most mysterious 
dictatorship, North Korea.

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Saturday, October 13, 10:30 AM
Brightness Reef
David Brin’s Uplift novels — Sundiver, Hugo 
award-winner The Uplift War, and Hugo and 
Nebula-winners Startide Rising — are among the 
most thrilling and extraordinary science fi ction 
tales ever written. Now, Brin returns to this future 
universe for a new Uplift trilogy, packed with 
adventure, passion and wit in Brightness Reef 
($7.99, Spectra, 978-0-5535-7330-5).

Saturday, November 10, 10:30 AM
Beholder’s Eye   
The fi rst book in Julie Czerneda’s acclaimed 
Web Shifters series made the Nebula preliminary 
nomination list in 1998. Changing Vision continues 
the story of Esen, the last survivor of an alien 
race with the ability to assume the form of any 
creature. Now Esen must break her species’ rule 
of noninterference — to keep interspecies tension 
from escalating into all-out war — in Beholder’s Eye ($8.99, Daw 
Books, 978-0-8867-7818-7).

New members are always welcome.
Come join the conversation!

BOOK CLUBS
KAREN MARIE MONING
Iced — Book Launch Party  
Monday, October 29
Location:  Le Pavillon Hotel, 833 Poydrass Street
Join us the pre-Halloween book launch party. The signing begins 
late afternoon and continue into the eve. To attend, you must 
purchase ICED though Octavia Books. For more on the event and 

pre-purchasing, see octaviabooks.com/event/karen-marie-moning-iced. 

#1 New York Times bestselling author Karen Marie Moning releases Iced ($27, 
Delacorte, 978-0-385-3-4440-1), the fi rst book in her new urban fantasy trilogy, set 
int he world of her blockbuster Fever series. Dani “Mega” O’Malley plays by her 
own set of rules — and in a world overrun by Dark Fae, her biggest rule is: Do what 
it takes to survive. Possessing rare talents and the all-powerful Sword of Light, Dani 
is more than equipped for the task. In fact, she’s one of the rare humans who can 
defend themselves against the Unseelie. But now, amid the pandemonium, her 
greatest gifts have turned into serious liabilities.

KATHERINE SONIAT
A Raft, A Boat, A Bridge
Thursday, November 1, 6 pm
“In A Raft, a Boat, a Bridge ($17.95, Dream Horse, 978-1-9357-
1618-1), Katherine Soniat’s beautifully understated poems 
sometimes pass through places of great pain, but ultimately 
beyond them as well. Myth and history, mountains and deserts, 

grief and intimacy are all transformed in this collection into a poetry of depth, 
dignity, and richness of language.”  — Lisa Lewis. Please join us for an enjoyable 
evening of poetry.

TOM VARISCO
Jackson Squared: The Heart of the Quarter
Thursday, November 8, 6 pm
Tom Varisco — creator of Spoiled, a photo book of 
Hurricane Kartrina refrigerator art — documents the 
French Quarter’s Jackson Square with funny, surprising, 
and sometimes shockingly irreverant images and essays in 

Jackson Squared ($18, Broken Levee, 978-0-9850-4161-8). Even the statue of Old 
Hickory weighs in with some colorful art criticism and an ode to the Who Dat 
nation. The book is an irreverent celebration of one of America’s most famous 
destinations.

B.A. SHAPIRO
The Art Forger
Wednesday, November 14, 6 pm
On March 18, 1990, thirteen works of art worth today over $500 
million were stolen from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 
in Boston. It remains the largest unsolved art heist in history, 
and Claire Roth, a struggling young artist, is about to discover 

that there’s more to this crime than meets the eye. B.A. Shapiro’s razor-sharp 
writing and rich plot twists make The Art Forger ($23.95, Algonquin, 978-1-6162-
0132-6) an absorbing literary thriller that treats us to three centuries of forgers, 
art thieves, and obsessive collectors. it’s a dazzling novel about seeing — and not 
seeing — the secrets that lie beneath the canvas.

that there’s more to this crime than meets the eye. B.A. Shapiro’s razor-sharp 



JOHN SHELTON REED
Dixie Bohemia: A French Quarter Circle in the 1920s
Friday, September 28, 6 pm
In the years following World War I, the New Orleans’s French Quarter 
attracted artists and writers with its low rents, faded charm, and colorful 
street life. By the 1920s Jackson Square had become the center of 
a vibrant if short-lived bohemia. A young William Faulkner and his 
roommate William Spratling, an artist who taught at Tulane, were 
among the “artful and crafty ones” of the French Quarter. In Dixie Bohemia ($38, LSU 
Press, 978-0-8071-4764-1), Reed introduces Faulkner s circle of friends and brings the 
era to life. 

JOHN MCCUSKER
Creole Trombone: Kid Ory and the Early Years of Jazz
Tuesday, October 9, 6 pm
Drawing on oral history and Ory’s unpublished autobiography, John 
McCusker reveals Ory’s life story from birth on a rural sugar cane 
plantation to his work as a trombonist, composer, recording artist, and 
early New Orleans jazz band leader in Creole Trombone ($35, Univ. 
Press of Mississippi, 978-1-617-0-3626-2). Please join us for a special 
presentation and book signing.

DIANNE DE LAS CASAS & MARITA GENTRY
Beware, Beware of the Big Bad Bear
Saturday, October 13, 1:30 pm
Maw Maw wants nothing more than to make her beautiful, 
delicious, buttery biscuits. But, she is out of the most essential 
ingredient—sody sallyraytus. Without it, no one can enjoy 
breakfast! Join us for a book release party for Beware, Beware 
of the Big Bad Bear ($16.99, Pelican, 978-1-4556-1690-9) with 
loads of hands-on activities, interactive storytelling, costumes, 
live art, and biscuits with fun-loving author Dianne de Las 
Casas and illustrator Marita Gentry.

MICHAEL ALLEN ZELL
Errata
Tuesday, October 16, 6 pm
Former Octavia Books bookseller joins us to celebrate the release of his 
debut novel, Errata ($15, Lavender Ink, 978-1-9350-8414-3).A young 
New Orleans cabbie named Raymond Russell has been dramatically 
shocked by the intensity of a crime and is blocked such that he cannot 
write about it directly. Zell uses neo-noir conventions as the trappings for an ambitious 
boundary-blurring meditation on balancing the in between of isolation and sociability, 
wisdom and madness, symbol and text, and innocence and guilt.

Brain Quest Challenge!
Wednesday, Oct. 17; 4:30 pm
Join us for a fun-fi lled, fast-paced, question-and-answer challenge 
game that will test your smars and give you the opportunity to win 
cool prizes! All kids in middle grades are invited to join us for this 
awesome event.

CYNTHIA LeJEUNE NOBLES
The Delta Queen Cookbook
Thursday, October 18, 6 pm
The Delta Queen cruised America’s inland waters 
from 1927 through 2008, offering passengers 
breathtaking views, luxury accommodations, rousing 
entertainment, and southern-style feasts. For over 
eighty-two years, chefs in the small galley served memorable meals—from 
fried chicken and creole gumbo to strawberry shortcake and praline pecan 
pie. The Delta Queen Cookbook ($29.95, LSU Press, 978-0-8071-4537-1) brings 
the Delta Queen’s story to life with an engaging historical narrative and over 
125 recipes prepared by the steamboat’s former chefs during their tenures in 
the “cookhouse.” Please join us for this presentation and book signing. 

ROBERT OLEN BUTLER
The Hot Country
Thursday, October 25, 6 pm
Pulitzer Price and National Magazine Award-winning author 
Robert Olen Butler returns to  launch his very fi rst crime 
novel, The Hot Country ($25, Mysterious Press, 978-0-8021-
2046-5).   When Christopher Marlowe Cobb (“Kit”), an 
American newspaper war correspondent, travels to Mexico 
in 1914, he expects to be covering some of the most news-worthy events of the 
decade: the country’s civil war, the American invasion of Vera Cruz, and the 
controversial presidency of Victoriano Huerta. Covering the war in enemy 
territory and sweltering heat, Cobb doesn’t expect to fall in love with Luisa, a 
beautiful young Mexican laundress, who is not as innocent as she seems…

GEORGE SINGLETON
Stray Decorum
Friday, October 26, 6 pm
George Singleton brings small-town South Carolina alive in his 
collection of stories, Stray Decorum ($15.95, Dzanc Books, 978-1-
9381-0354-4). Using everyday situations like a dog needing its annual 
vaccination and buckets of humorous observations, Singleton pokes 
and prods his us into realizing we’re all simply restless for a pat on the head.

ARTHÉ A. ANTHONY
Picturing Black New Orleans
Sunday, October 28, 1 pm
Historian Arthé Anthony joins us to discuss and sign copies of 
Picturing Black New Orleans: A Creole Photographer’s View of the 
Early Twentieth Century ($34.95, Univ. Press of Florida, 978-0-8130-
4187-2) based on the fascinating life and work of Florestine Perrault 
Collins, Anthony’s great aunt. She came from a Creole family that had known privileges 
before the Civil War and learned photographic techniques while passing for white. She 
opened her fi rst studio in her home, and later moved her business to New Orleans’s 
black business district. Collins documented African American life, capturing images 
of graduations, communions, and recitals, and allowing her subjects to help craft their 
images. Please join us for a fascinating afternoon including a presentation and book 
signing.

Shop locally at OctaviaBooks.com!

write about it directly. Zell uses neo-noir conventions as the trappings for an ambitious 
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