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Flight Behavior
One of our favorite authors, 
Barbara Kingsolver (The Lacuna, 
The Poisonwood Bible) returns 
with her latest story, Flight Behavior 
($28.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-062-
12426-5). Dellarobia Turnbow is a 
petite, razor-sharp 29-year-old who 
nurtured worldly ambitions before 
becoming pregnant and marrying at seventeen. Now, after 
more than a decade of tending to small children on a failing 
farm in rural Tennessee, oppressed by poverty, isolation 
and her husband’s antagonistic family, she has surrendered 
to an obsessive fl irtation with a handsome younger man. 
As she sets out for a tryst, she instead walks into a forested 
valley fi lled with silent red fi re that appears to her a miracle. 
She is suddenly empowered in a way that leads to blunt and 
confrontational engagement with her family, her church, her 
town, her continent, and fi nally the world at large. 

Back to Blood
Twenty-fi ve years ago, when Bonfi re of the Vanities was fi rst 
published, Tom Wolfe was able to capture the way we live 
like no other … and he hasn’t let up since. His latest novel, 
Back to Blood ($30, Little Brown, 978-0-
316-03631-3), reveals the underbelly of 
today’s Miami, with a cast of characters 
like the Cuban mayor and the black police 
chief; an ambitious young journalist and 
his Yale-marinated editor; an Anglo sex-
addiction psychiatrist and his Latina nurse 
by day; police offi cer Nestor Camacho and 
the love of his life, a refi ned young woman 
from Haiti and her Creole-spouting, gang-
banger little brother; a billionaire porn 
addict; “de-skilled” conceptual artists; ex-
New Yorkers at an “Active Adult” condo; 
and a nest of shady Russians. According to 

the Los Angeles Times, “Wolfe’s 
dialogue is some of the fi nest in 
literature, not just fast but deep. 

He hears the cacophony of our 
modern lives.” Back to Blood is a 
brilliant, spot-on, scrupulous, and 

often hilarious reckoning with our 
times.

Sweet Tooth
Winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award for his 
novel Atonement, Ian McEwan now introduces us to another 
female protagonist, about to learn that espionage is the 
ultimate seduction. In the midst of the Cold War in 1972, 
Serena Frome’s beauty and intelligence make her the ideal 
recruit for MI5, England’s legendary intelligence agency, 
determined to manipulate the cultural conversation by fi nding 
writers whose politics align with those of the government. The 
operation is code named “Sweet Tooth.” Serena infi ltrates the 
literary circle of a promising young writer named Tom Haley. 
She loves his stories, and soon after, begins to love the man. 
How long can she conceal her undercover life? In Sweet Tooth 
($26.95, Nan Talese, 978-0-385-53682-0), Ian McEwan once 
again dazzles us in this deft and witty story of betrayal and 
intrigue, love and the invented self.

Big Books of the Year

He hears the cacophony of our 
modern lives.” 
brilliant, spot-on, scrupulous, and 

often hilarious reckoning with our 
times.



In the Spirit of New Orleans 
Debra Shriver shares what makes the Crescent City so special -- 
from its fascinating history and rich musical legacy to its enduring 
traditions and cultural landmarks -- in her new book In the Spirit 
of New Orleans ($45, Assouline, 978-1-6142-8059-0). You’ll fi nd an 
insider’s list featuring bars for the cocktail connoisseur, venues for 
the music maven, and can’t-miss restaurants. Avail. 12/4

The Southern Journey of Alan Lomax: 
Words, Photographs, and Music
More than fi fty years ago, on a trip dubbed “the Southern 
Journey,” Alan Lomax visited Virginia, Georgia, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Kentucky, and Tennessee, uncovering the little-
known southern backcountry and blues music that we now 
consider uniquely American. Lomax’s camera was a constant 
companion, and his images of both legendary and anonymous 
folk musicians complement his famous fi eld recordings. These photographs -- 
largely unpublished -- show musicians making music with family and friends at 
home, with fellow worshippers at church, and alongside workers and prisoners 
in the fi elds. Discussions of Lomax’s life and career by his disciple and lauded 
folklorist William Ferris, and a lyrical look at Lomax’s photographs by novelist 
and Grammy Award-winning music writer Tom Piazza, enrich The Southern 
Journey of Alan Lomax ($35, Norton, 978-0-3930-8107-7). Avail. 12/10

Louisiana Curiosities: Quirky Characters, Roadside 
Oddities & Other Offbeat Stuff 
Author Bonnye Stuart has booked a round-trip ticket to the 
wildest, wackiest, most outrageous people, places, and things 
the Pelican State has to offer in Louisiana Curiosities ($15.95, 
Globe Pequot, 978-0-7627-6977-3). Track down some serious fun, 
from watching lawnmower racing and petting live alligators to 
attending a prison rodeo and dancing at a powwow. Feast your 
way through festivals that celebrate the state’s cultural diversity 

and local crops, from fi ery Cajun gumbo to sweet mayhaw jelly -- and stop in at 
the local wineries and microbreweries to quench your thirst. Avail. 11/20

The Jews of New Orleans and the Mississippi Delta: 
A History of Life and Community Along the Bayou 
The early days of Louisiana settlement brought with them a 
clandestine group of Jewish pioneers. Isaac Monsanto and 
other traders spited the rarely enforced Code Noir banning 
their occupancy, but it wasn’t until the Louisiana Purchase 
that larger numbers colonized the area. Immigrants like the 
Sartorius brothers and Samuel Zemurray made their way from 
Central and Eastern Europe to settle the bayou country along 
the Mississippi. They made their homes in and around New Orleans and the 
Mississippi River delta, establishing congregations like that of Tememe Derech 
and B’Nai Israel, with the mighty river serving as a mode of transportation and 
communication, connecting the communities on both sides of the riverbank. 
Emily Ford and Barry Stiefel bring this history alive in The Jews of New Orleans 
and the Mississippi Delta ($19.99, History Press, 978-1-6094-9681-4).

DOING OUR PART TO KEEP 
AMERICA INTERESTING

LOCAL FLAVORS

We know that the holidays are 
drawing near when all of those 
delicious books we’ve ordered 
months ago begin to arrive … 
and the store becomes fi lled with 
our hand-picked favorites and 
we’re cheerfully reminded that 
it’s the season to be thankful and 
to celebrate. Whether or not you 

get enthused about the holidays, it is a welcome retreat from the 
rest of the year, giving us some time to laugh, munch a decorated 
cookie, and open a gift that was specifi cally chosen for you.

It’s that gift-giving part that can be diffi cult when anticipating 
the holidays. But at Octavia Books, we think that’s the easy part! 
Each day we’re talking with publishers, discovering the inside 
scoop on what’s new and especially good, and fl ipping through 
pages of books before they are even published. Whether you might 
need an amazing novel for a friend, an irreverent book about the 
holidays for the curmudgeon in the family, a lovely coffee table 
book the whole family can enjoy, an affordable little gift book for 
the pet sitter … we can do all of that and more! It’s what we love 
most about being in the book business. No matter what you’re 
into, we don’t need an app to tell you, “There’s a book for that!”

Last year small businesses everywhere 
received a special gift from American 
Express: Small Business Saturday. With one 
small promotion, the company reinforced 
the importance of small businesses to local 
economies as well as the national economy. 
What’s happening all across the country 
is the “Live Local” movement, and it’s an 
invitation to revitalize what it means to care 
about your community’s health, well-being, 
and future.

So come to Octavia Books and enjoy 
shopping locally. Take your time, browse our 
sections, read the jacket copy, discover and 
talk to us about our hand-picked selection 
of great books and fun gifts — and know 
that we’re here to help you fi nd just the right 

items. Plus, we’ll gift wrap your purchases and you’re all set for the 
holidays!

We want to thank you for supporting all things “indie” and 
allowing us to be your neighborhood bookstore. Enjoy the season!
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Debra Shriver shares what makes the Crescent City so special -- 
from its fascinating history and rich musical legacy to its enduring 
traditions and cultural landmarks -- in her new book 
of New Orleans 
insider’s list featuring bars for the cocktail connoisseur, venues for 
the music maven, and can’t-miss restaurants. Avail. 12/4
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Author Bonnye Stuart has booked a round-trip ticket to the 
wildest, wackiest, most outrageous people, places, and things 
the Pelican State has to offer in 
Globe Pequot, 978-0-7627-6977-3). Track down some serious fun, 
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Thanks for
Shopping Indie

Saturday to Saturday 11/24 to 12/1

ABA member bookstores are not required to participate, of course, 
but this special opportunity is only being offered for a limited time.  
To participate, sign-up at BookWeb.org/indiethanks on or 
before October 25. We will collect the contact information and 
then turn it over to the publishers. After that, you may begin 
ordering your 10 titles on October 29, directly from the publishers. 

So, go to BookWeb.org/indiethanks by October 25.  
The promo order window begins on October 29 and extends until the 
end of the year.

This first ever multi-publisher promotion offers special pricing on 
2012 Indie Next List titles exclusively for ABA member bookstores! 
The Thanks for Shopping Indie promotion begins on Small Business 
Saturday, November 24, 2012, and continues for at least one week, 
during the most important shopping period of the year.

This promotional discount will allow you to extend a 
Thanks for Shopping Indie “extra” to your customers!

An experienced group of your indie bookselling colleagues chose 
the shortlist of titles in the promotion (see separate sheet), and ABA 
publisher partners agreed to the special discounting.

10 titles from the vetted list to bring into the store. 

one required children’s title, highlighted in the title list 
in yellow. (Children’s-only stores will not have to 
carry the adult title.) 

copies of each children’s title.

Stores agree to mount a “Thanks for Shopping Indie” 
front-of-store display with promo titles and specially 
designed downloadable POP, from November 24, 
2012 through at least December 1, 2012.

Thanks for Shopping Indie 
in your newsletters, through social media, as staff 
picks, and the like.

All participating publishers have agreed to offer +5 
points on orders from the title list placed between October 

plus free freight.  All order minimums will be waived.

Thanks
Shopping 

Indie

for 

Exclusive Promotion for ABA Member Bookstores 
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Goldberg Variations
If you can imagine King Lear as a comedy, you’ll love Susan 
Isaacs’s witty and deeply moving tale of family dysfunction, 
Goldberg Variations ($26, Scribner, 978-1-451-60591-4). Just 
shy of eighty, elegant, amusing, and profoundly nasty tycoon 
Gloria Garrison, nee Goldberg, has a kingdom to bequeath 
to one of the grandchildren she barely knows. She summons 
them to her palatial home to ask a simple question: “Which 
one of you most deserves to inherit my business?” Would 
anyone be foolish enough to reject her offer because of the 
pain she infl icted on every member of the family?

Magnifi cence
Susan Lindley, a woman adrift after her husband’s death, 
suddenly inherits her great uncle’s Pasadena mansion, and 
sets about to restore his extensive collection of preserved 
animals. Joined in residence by freeloading relatives, Susan 
defends her inheritance while exploring the mansion’s many 
mysterious spaces. Like many of Lydia Millet’s previous 
novels, Magnifi cence ($25.95, W.W. Norton, 978-0-393-08170-1) 
speaks to her trademark themes – evolution and extinction, 
children and parenthood, loss and wonder – in a funny and 
heartbreaking way.

The Art Forger
Clare Roth is a struggling young artist who makes her living 
reproducing famous works of art for a popular online retailer. 
Desperate to improve her situation, she agrees to forge a 
stolen Degas masterpiece in exchange for a one-woman show 
at a renowned gallery. But Clare suspects that the Degas itself 
may be a forgery. The search for the truth about the painting’s 
origins leads her into a labyrinth of deceit that endangers her 
life. The Art Forger ($23.95, Algonquin, 978-1-616-20132-6), by 
B.A. Shapiro, is a dazzling novel about seeing – and not seeing 
– the secrets that lie beneath the canvas.

Fairy Tales from the Brothers Grimm
Two hundred years ago, Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm published 
the fi rst volume of “Children’s and Household Tales.” Now 
Philip Pullman (The Golden Compass), one of the most 
accomplished authors of our time, makes us fall in love all over 
again with the immortal tales of the Brothers Grimm. Suffused 
with romance and villainy, danger and wit, Fairy Tales from the 
Brothers Grimm ($27.95, Viking, 978-0-670-02497-1) will draw 
you back into a world that has long cast a spell on the Western 
imagination.

� e Lives We Lead
Life Among Giants
At seventeen, David “Lizard” Hochmeyer is nearly seven feet 
tall, a star quarterback, and Princeton-bound. His future seems 
all but assured until his parents are mysteriously murdered, 
leaving Lizard and his older sister, Kate, adrift and alone. 
Across the pond from their Connecticut home lives Sylphide, 
the world’s greatest ballerina, whose rock star husband’s own 
disasters have intersected with Lizard’s and Kate’s in surprising 
ways. Life Among Giants ($24.95, Algonquin, 978-1-616-20076-3), 
by Bill Roorbach, is an entertaining novel of murder, seduction, 
and revenge.

A Possible Life
In Sebastian Faulks’s latest novel about love and war, he tells fi ve 
transporting stories about fi ve unforgettable lives, linked across 
centuries. We meet soldier and lover, parent and child, servant 
and master, and artist and muse, who risk their bodies, hearts 
and minds in pursuit of human connection. Between them all, 
pleasures and pains are born of love, separations and missed 
opportunities. A Possible Life ($25, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-09730-
6) entertains us with superb old-fashioned storytelling, showing 
that occasions of understanding between humans are the one 
thing that defi nes us, the one thing that endures. Avail. 12/11

Dear Life
Giving us the essence of a life and the moment that life is 
shaped, beloved author Alice Munro brings us an all-new 
collection of stories in Dear Life ($26.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-
59688-8). Departures and beginnings, accidents, dangers, and 
homecomings both virtual and real, paint a vivid and lasting 
portrait of how strange, dangerous, and extraordinary the 
ordinary life can be – how a simple twist of fate can lead to 
an entirely new way of being. Munro’s unparalleled gift for 
storytelling is not to be missed.

Moscow But Dreaming
Because Russian-born author Ekaterina Sedia is old enough to 
have lived in the actual Soviet Union, she is able to write stories 
about life as it really was. Moscow But Dreaming ($15.95, Prime, 
978-1-607-01362-4) is a collection of short stories that explores 
the edge between the mundane and fantastical in tales inspired 
by her homeland as well as worldwide folkloric traditions. Any 
thoughtful reader interested in Russian history and magical 
realism will enjoy this Publishers Weekly notable pick. Avail. 12/5
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   � e Suspense  
  Will Get You 

The Marseille Caper
Having lived in the south of France for more than twenty years, 
Peter Mayle (A Year in Provence) shares the pleasures of the 
region – and some dangerous intrigue – in his latest novel, 
The Marseille Caper ($24, Knopf, 978-0-307-59419-8). Lovable 
rogue and sleuth extraordinaire Sam Levitt is summoned from 
Los Angeles and fi nds himself in the middle of an increasingly 
dangerous real-estate grab, with thuggish gangsters on one 
side and shark-like developers on the other. Will Sam survive 
unscathed? Will he live to enjoy another bowl of bouillabaisse?

Two Graves
The thrillers authored by Douglas Preston and Lincoln Child 
rank among NPR listeners in their top 100 favorites. They 
team up again to bring us Two Graves ($26.99, Grand Central, 
978-0-446-55499-2), about Special Agent Pendergast’s search 
for his wife’s kidnappers leading to an investigation fueled 
by revenge. Confucius once said, “Before you embark on a 
journey of revenge, fi rst dig two graves” – as Pendergast is 
about to fi nd out. Avail. 12/11

Nano
Dr. Robin Cook created the genre of medical thriller with 
his fi rst novel, Coma. Some thirty novels later, Cook now 
returns with Nano ($26.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-16082-0). 
Medical student Pia Grazdani decides to take a year off from 
her studies to clear her head by taking a job at Nanobots, a 
lavishly funded, security-conscious nanotechnology institute. 
Stumbling upon a human guinea pig, Pia will fi nd out if 
the tech giant is on the cusp of one of the biggest medical 
discoveries of the twenty-fi rst century, or if they have already 
sold out to the highest bidder. Avail. 12/4

Collateral
Grad student Ashley Patterson falls for Cole Gleason. He’s 
passionate, romantic, and even writes poetry – not quite what 
she’d expect of a Marine. Their relationship goes on for fi ve 
years and four deployments, until she meets another man, and 
begins to see what life might be like outside the shadow of war. 
Bestselling author Ellen Hopkins (Triangles) brings her signature 
style of poetic verse to Collateral ($26, Atria, 978-1-451-62637-7), 
about the hearts of soldiers on the battlefi eld and the minds of the 
friends, family and lovers they leave behind.

The Labyrinth of Osiris
When a Jerusalem police detective hits a roadblock while looking 
into the murder of investigative journalist Rivka Kleinberg, he 
turns to an old friend with the police in Luxor, Egypt for help. 
Knowing that Kleinberg had many high-powered enemies, they 
begin to research the stories she had been working on before her 
death and uncover a link to a labyrinth-like gold mine dating to 
the time of Herodotus. Paul Sussman’s previous thrillers have sold 
millions of copies world-wide, and The Labyrinth of Osiris ($25, 
Atlantic, 978-0-802-12041-0) is likely to be no exception.

The Right Hand
There has always been a need in the spy game for operations 
so secretive that no one in government – or the intelligence 
community – is aware of their existence. The left hand can’t 
know what the right hand is doing. Austin Clay is that right 
hand, executing missions that would be disavowed by his own 
government were he ever to be compromised. The Right Hand 
($25.95, Little, Brown, 978-0-316-19846-2), by Derek Haas, 
fi nds Clay ferreting out a mole that has penetrated the top 
levels of the U.S. government. A blistering pace, international 
intrigue, and a high-stakes plot will keep you up all night!

Return of the Thin Man
Those of us of a certain age will always remember Nick 
and Nora Charles and their adorable dog Asta, starring in 
Dashiell Hammett’s “Thin Man” stories. Now we can enjoy 
two never-before-published novellas that became After the 
Thin Man and Another Thin Man, sequels to the original 
Hollywood hit starring William Powell and Myrna Loy. 
Return of the Thin Man ($25, Mysterious Press, 978-0-802-
12050-2), with additional commentary by Hammett scholar 
Richard Layman and Hammett’s granddaughter, Julie 
Rivett, shows why Hammett is widely recognized as one of 
the fi nest mystery writers of all time. Cocktails, anyone?

The Trial of Fallen Angels
James Kimmel, Jr.’s fi rst novel, The Trial of Fallen Angels 
($25.95, Amy Einhorn, 978-0-399-15969-5), focuses on the 
intersection of law and spirituality. Brek Cuttler suddenly 
fi nds herself on a train platform, in her favorite suit riddled 
with bullet holes, and has only the vaguest notion of what’s 
going on. As she tries to comprehend what is happening to 
her, a man from her past approaches and explains that she 
has been chosen to join the elite team of lawyers charged 
with prosecuting and defending souls at the Final Judgment. 
This fascinating glimpse into the judgment of lost souls and 
recovered memories is unlike anything you’ve ever read. 
Move over, John Grisham!
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Open Heart
After years of health problems, Elie Wiesel, then eighty-two, 
was told that he needed immediate surgery to clear his blocked 
arteries. Fortunately for all of us, the Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
Holocaust survivor, and author survived to offer his refl ections 
on family, his writings, and his hope that he has made the world 
a better place. Open Heart ($20, Knopf, 978-0-307-96184-6) is an 
unexpectedly intimate, deeply affecting summary of his life so 
far. Powerfully moving and wholly unforgettable. Avail. 12/4

Listening for Madeleine
Madeleine L’Engle is best known to the world as the author 
of A Wrinkle in Time, the enduring milestone work of fantasy 
fi ction that has enthralled millions of readers for the past fi fty 
years. The renowned literary historian and biographer Leonard 
S. Marcus reveals L’Engle in all her complexity through a series 
of incisive interviews with the people who knew her most 
intimately. Vivid reminiscences of family, colleagues, and friends 
create a kaleidoscope of keen insights in Listening for Madeleine 
($27, FSG, 978-0-374-29897-5), offering snapshot moments that 
help us understand the many sides of this fascinating and beloved woman.

Kurt Vonnegut: Letters
An extraordinary collection of personal correspondence 
written over a sixty-year period comprises the autobiography 
Kurt Vonnegut never wrote. Sometimes biting and ironic, 
sometimes achingly sweet, and always alive with a unique 
point of view, each letter brims with the mordant humor and 
open-hearted humanism upon which he built his legend in 
Kurt Vonnegut: Letters ($35, Delacorte, 978-0-385-34375-6). 

All the Odes
Pablo Neruda was a master of the ode, which he conceived as an 
homage to just about everything that surrounded him. He was 
in his late forties when he committed himself to writing an ode 
a week and in the end produced a total of 225 that have now 
been expertly rendered in English and presented in a beautiful 
bilingual collection, All the Odes ($40, FSG, 978-0-374-11528-9). 
Together, they read like the personal diary of a man in search 
of meaning, who sings to life itself, to our connection to one 
another, and to the place we have in nature and the cosmos.

My Ideal Bookshelf
The books that we choose to keep — let alone 
read — say a lot about who we are and how we 
see ourselves. In The Ideal Bookshelf ($24.99, Little 
Brown, 978-0-316-20090-5), dozens of leading 
cultural fi gures share the books that matter to 
them most — books that defi ne their dreams and 
ambitions and in many cases helped them fi nd their 

way in the world. With colorful and endearingly hand-rendered images of book spines 
by Jane Mount, and fi rst-person commentary from all the contributors, this is a perfect 
gift for avid readers, writers, and all who have known the infl uence of a great book.

Elsewhere
After eight commanding works of fi ction, Richard Russo turns 
to memoir in a hilarious, moving, and always surprising account 
of his life, his parents, and the town they all struggled to escape. 
A world elsewhere was the dream his mother instilled in Rick, 
and strived for herself. With the timeless dynamic of going home 
again, Elsewhere: A Memoir ($25.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-95953-9) is 
arresting, comic, heartbreaking — and truly beautiful.

Both Flesh and Not
David Foster Wallace, called “The Best Mind of His 
Generation” by A.O. Scott (New York Times), left this world 
too early and did not get the Pulitzer many believed he 
rightfully deserved while he was still alive. He did, however, 
leave a series of essays that are considered by many his 
nonfi ction masterpiece which is now available in Both Flesh 
and Not ($26.99, Little Brown, 978-0-316-18237-9). You’ll fi nd 
Wallace at his best in this sweeping, exhilarating collection of 
the author’s most emotionally immediate work. 

   Books, the  
       Fabric of Life

Give a present they’ll open again and again…Give books.
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Look! Another Book!
From a music note to a teeny red boat, a blue 
kangaroo to a robot or two, there are endless 
things to discover in this zany follow-up to Look! A 
Book! from award-winning artist Bob Staake. Die-

cuts on the cover and on every page spread reveal hidden treasures 
in each vast landscape, from a zoo gone wild to an out-of-this-world moon 
base to a crazy art museum and more in Look! Another Book! ($16.99, Little 
Brown, 978-0-316-20459-0). Ages 2-5. Avail. 12/4

hello! hello!
Outside the world is bright and colorful, but Lydia’s 
family is too busy with their gadgets to notice. There 
are so many things to say hello to! Hello rocks! Hello 
leaves! Hello fl owers! When Lydia comes back home she 
decides to show her family what she has found. Matthew 
Cordell (Another Brother) offers a silly story of liberation 
from electronics in hello! hello! ($16.99, Hyperion, 978-1-423-15906-3). A fun, 
never-preachy reminder of all that awaits us outside. Ages 2-6

Who Ate Auntie Iris?
One little chinchilla loves going to visit Auntie Iris 
– but there’s danger in the air at the block of fl ats 
where Auntie Iris lives. There are bears on the fi rst 
fl oor, crocodiles on the second fl oor, and wolves on 
the third fl oor. Then one day, when Auntie Iris goes 
down to put out the rubbish she doesn’t come back! 

Who ate Auntie Iris? Find out in the hilarious read-
aloud by Sean Taylor, Who Ate Auntie Iris? ($17.99, Frances Lincoln, 978-1-
847-80219-4). Ages 4-7

Charley’s First Night
On Charley’s fi rst night, Henry carries his new puppy 
in his old baby blanket all the way to his house. Henry’s 
parents are very clear about who will be walking and 
feeding Charley (Henry will, and he can’t wait) and 
they are also very clear about where Charley will be 
sleeping: in the kitchen. With warmth, humor, and endearing simplicity, Amy 
Hest tells a tale familiar to everyone who has loved a puppy, while Helen 
Oxenbury renders each tender gesture and charming detail, in Charley’s First 
Night ($15.99, Candlewick, 978-0-763-64055-2). Ages 3-6

Leave Your Sleep
Classic children’s poetry — from the beloved e.e. 
cummings, Edward Lear, and Jack Prelutsky) to the 
undiscovered young Nathalia Crane — come to life 
with music adaptations featured in singer-songwriter 
Natalie Merchant’s highly praised album in Leave Your 
Sleep ($24.99, FSG, 978-0-374-34368-2). The entire 

family will enjoy the memorable reading, looking, and listening experience 
when they enter a world fi lled with giants and sailors and dancing bears, 
witches and blind men, elephants – and more. Ages 6-9

Twelve Kinds of Ice
With the fi rst ice — a skim on a sheep pail so thin it 
breaks when touched — one family’s winter begins 
in earnest. Next comes ice like panes of glass. And 
eventually, skating ice! Take a literary skate over 
fi eld ice and streambed, through sleeping orchards 
and beyond. Twelve kinds of ice are carved into 
twenty nostalgic vignettes in text by Ellen Obed 
and illustrated in elegantly scratched detail by the 
award-winning Barbara McClintock in Twelve Kinds of Ice ($16.99, HMH, 978-
0-618-89129-0). Ages 7-10

Dinosaurs Celebrate 
the Season

The award-winning team of 
author Jane Yolen and illustrator 
Mark Teague return to celebrate the holiday 
season! Little dinosaurs love to celebrate everything 
about Christmas — from decorating the tree to 
wrapping presents, hanging stockings and putting 

cookies out for Santa. You’ll fi nd holiday surprises around every corner 
in How Do Dinosaurs Say Merry Christmas? ($16.99, Blue Sky Press, 978-
0-545-41678-8).

And how a dinosaur behaves during the eight days and 
nights of Hanukkah is answered in an engaging cute rhyme 
in How Do Dinosaurs Say Happy Hanukkah? ($16.99, Blue 
Sky Press, 978-0-545-41677-1). Each possible mischievous 
behavior illustrates one aspect of the holiday, including 
playing dreidel, lighting candles, and sharing gelt.

Come take a look at the other stories 
in this popular and much-loved 
“How Do Dinosaurs” series!

Who Ate Auntie Iris?

And how a dinosaur behaves during the eight days and And how a dinosaur behaves during the eight days and 
nights of Hanukkah is answered in an engaging cute rhyme nights of Hanukkah is answered in an engaging cute rhyme 
in in 
Sky Press, 978-0-545-41677-1). Each possible mischievous Sky Press, 978-0-545-41677-1). Each possible mischievous 
behavior illustrates one aspect of the holiday, including behavior illustrates one aspect of the holiday, including 
playing dreidel, lighting candles, and sharing gelt.playing dreidel, lighting candles, and sharing gelt.

Dinosaurs Celebrate 
the Seasonthe Season

Mark Teague return to celebrate the holiday Mark Teague return to celebrate the holiday 

Leave Your Sleep
Classic children’s poetry — from the beloved e.e. 
cummings, Edward Lear, and Jack Prelutsky) to the cummings, Edward Lear, and Jack Prelutsky) to the 
undiscovered young Nathalia Crane — come to life 
with music adaptations featured in singer-songwriter 

sleeping: in the kitchen. With warmth, humor, and endearing simplicity, Amy sleeping: in the kitchen. With warmth, humor, and endearing simplicity, Amy 

The Gift of  
      Reading      Reading      Reading
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Fun Reads
Big Nate
Nate Wright, star of the daily and Sunday comic strip and 
self-described genius, returns in this special edition that 
holds tons of fun for winter. Lincoln Pierce’s Big Nate: 
In a Class by Himself ($12.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-062-
20773-9) has an extra 16 pages full of laugh-out-loud 
holiday comix, mix ‘n’ match gift grabs, and Nate-orious 
wish lists too! Ages 8-12 

The New Kid
Newbery Honor Award-winning author Mavis Jukes is 
back with a lovable new character named Carson. His 
father moves him to a new town and as Carson settles 
into his new surroundings, a series of delightful mishaps 
start to occur: the class pet, a rat named Mr. Nibblenose, 
gets lost to surprising results; the culprit of a mysterious 
lunch theft might actually be something that’s not human 
at all; and when his beloved Moose goes missing, Carson 
makes his fi rst new non-stuffed-animal friend. Charming 
and witty, The New Kid ($6.99, Yearling, 978-0-375-85367-
8) is a perfect pick for newly independent readers. Ages 
8-12. Avail. 12/11 

True Colors
For her entire life, 10-year-old Blue has never known her 
mother. On a cold, wintry day in December of 1941, she 
was found wrapped in a quilt near the home of Hannah 
Spooner, an older townswoman known for her generosity 
and caring. Blue fi nds it hard not to daydream about her 
mother, and over the course of one summer, she resolves 
to fi nally fi nd out who she is. In Natalie Kinsey-Warnock’s 
beautifully told, warm-hearted novel True Colors ($15.99, 
Knopf, 978-0-375-86099-7), Blue follows the road of self-
discovery that will change her life forever. Ages 8-12 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel
Love is in the air — but what does that mean for Greg 
Heffl ey? A dance at Greg’s middle school has turned 
his world upside down. Both Greg and his best friend, 
Rowley, are without dates. An unexpected twist gives 
Greg a partner for the dance and leaves Rowley the odd 
man out. But a lot can happen in one night! Find out how 
the night unfolds in Jeff Kinney’s latest, Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid: The Third Wheel ($13.95, Amulet, 978-1-419-70584-
7). Ages 8-12

Hollow Earth
Lots of twins have a special connection, but 12-year-old 
Matt and Emily Calder are able to bring art to life and enter 
paintings at will. Their extraordinary abilities are highly 
sought after, particularly by a secret group who want to 
access the terrors called Hollow Earth who trap demons, 
devils, and evil creatures forever — unless their special 
powers release them. The twins fl ee from London to a 
remote island off the coast of Scotland to their grandfather, 
who has powers of his own. In John Barrowman’s debut 
novel Hollow Earth ($16.99, Aladdin, 978-1-442-45852-9), 
it’s imagination that matters most. Ages 8-12

Hound Dog True
“Do not let a mop sit overnight in water. Fix things before 
they get too big for fi xing.” Fifth-grader Mattie Breen writes 
it all down. She has just one week to convince Uncle Potluck 
to take her on as his custodial apprentice before school starts 
where she’ll have work to do during lunch and recess that will 
keep her safely away from other fi fth-graders. In Hound Dog 
True ($6.99, HMH, 978-0-547-85083-2), acclaimed author 
Linda Urban (A Crooked Kind of Perfect) captures the sweet 
humor and tenderness of fi nding one’s voice and making a 
friend, even when that seems impossible. Ages 9-12

Will Sparrow’s Road
In his thirteenth year, Will Sparrow, liar and thief, 
becomes a runaway. When he joins a traveling troupe of 
“oddities,” including a dwarf and a cat-faced girl, Will is 
forced to understand that appearances are misleading and 
that he has been his own worst deceiver. The rowdy world 
of market fairs in Elizabethan England is the colorful 
backdrop for Newbery medalist Karen Cushman’s new 
comic masterpiece, Will Sparrow’s Road ($16.99, Clarion, 
978-0-547-73962-5).  Ages 10-14

Who Cut the Cheese?
Bestselling author Jo Nesbø returns with the third Doctor 
Proctor adventure, Who Cut the Cheese? ($6.99, Aladdin, 
978-1-442-43308-3). Nilly, Lisa, and Doctor Proctor are 
too busy inventing things to watch TV, and everyone says 
they’re missing out on the hot singing competition. But 
then Nilly and Lisa notice that their friends and family 
are acting really weird — and the only people acting 
weird are the ones watching TV. Could this be way bigger 
than the singing competition, like maybe the end of the 
world? Ages 9-11. Avail. 11/27
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Young & Full of Life
Burned (Pretty Little Liars #12)
Aria, Emily, Hanna, and Spencer – the pretty little liars – 
made some terrible mistakes last spring break. And A, who 
has been stalking them, knows about every single one. He’s 
still lurking in this new adventure, soaking up even more of 
their darkest secrets, until the girls come clean about what 
they did. But this time, A wants to do more than ruin their 
lives – he wants to end them. Burned ($17.99, HarperTeen, 
978-0-062-08192-6), by Sara Shepard, is a real page-turner 
that will leave you wanting more. Avail. 12/4

Perry’s Killer Playlist
We fi rst met Perry Stormaire a year ago in Joe Schreiber’s last 
story, Au Revoir, Crazy European Chick. In Perry’s Killer Playlist 
($16.99, HMH, 978-0-547-60117-5), Perry is touring in Italy 
with his rock band, Inchworm, when he once again encounters 
Gobi, his former exchange student/Lithuanian assassin. Double 
crossings, kidnappings, CIA agents, arms dealers, boat chases in 
Venetian canals, and a shoot out in the middle of a Santa Claus 
convention ensue in this laugh out-loud action packed sequel.

Days of Blood & Starlight
Laini Taylor knows how to write a “must-read” fantasy, like 
she did with her last acclaimed book, Daughter of Smoke & 
Bone. Now, in this stunning sequel, Karou must come to terms 
with who and what she is, and how far she’ll go to avenge her 
people. Days of Blood & Starlight ($18.99, Little, Brown, 978-
0-316-13397-5) is fi lled with heartbreak and beauty, mysteries 
and secrets, new characters and old favorites.

Crewel (#1 of 3)
Imagine a world where beautiful women hide deadly secrets 
behind their made-up faces, and men fear women so much 
that women have been forced into powerless roles. Gennifer 
Albin, who founded the popular blog theconnectedmom.
com, introduces us to just such a world in Crewel ($17.99, 
FSG, 978-0-374-31641-9), where 16-year-old Adelice Lewis 
works the looms as a Spinster for Arras’s Manipulation 
Services. Caught in a web of lies and intrigue, Adelice, an 
extraordinary girl who dares to defy the power of men and 
the boundaries of love, must decide who to trust.

The Art of the Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien
When J.R.R. Tolkien wrote The Hobbit, he was already an 
accomplished amateur artist, and drew illustrations for his 
book while it was still in manuscript. Published in celebration of 
the 75th anniversary, The Art of the Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien ($40, 
HMH, 978-0-547-92825-8), which has long infl uenced how 
we have imagined Bilbo Baggins and his world, is a wonderful 
keepsake with its many insights into Tolkien, the artist.

The Greatest Moments in Sports: 
Upsets & Underdogs
It’s a life lesson we all learn — sometimes we win, sometimes 
we lose. And that certainly is true in sports! You’ll be on the 
edge of your seat when you read some of the remarkable 
stories in Len Berman’s The Greatest Moments in Sports: Upsets 
and Underdogs ($19.99, Jabberwocky, 978-1-402-27226-4), 
including heartbreaking losses as well as amazing comebacks. 
Includes a CD so you can hear the actual broadcasts, too.

The Future Is the Beginning
Bob Marley was one of the world’s most popular artists of 
all time. His words — profound, thoughtful, and insightful 
— are gathered together in The Future Is the Beginning: 
The Words and Wisdom of Bob Marley ($16, Harmony, 978-
0-385-51883-3), giving us a true sense of his deeply felt and 
powerfully motivated sense of spirit. Avail. 11/13

New Dress a Day
Turn that cast-off into runway chic with a few tips and advice 
from guerrilla seamstress Marisa Lynch in New Dress a Day 
($20, Ballantine, 978-0-345-53288-6). Who will ever know? 
A little snip here and stitch there … and your castaways and 
basement bargains will be transformed. Marisa shows how 
to create designer look-alikes, cut sweatshirts, give gowns 
a second life, and whip up your own accessories with a few 
guidelines and a little creativity. You’re guaranteed to have 
fun and have a one-of-a-kind wardrobe as well!

BOOKS MAKE GREAT GIFTS.
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The Man Who Saved the Union
Bestselling author H. W. Brands presents a masterful 
biography of Ulysses S. Grant, the Civil War general and 
two-term president who saved the Union twice — on the 
battlefi eld and in the White House — holding the country 
together at two critical turning points in our history. An 
authoritative biography by a skilled American storyteller, 
The Man Who Saved the Union ($35, Doubleday, 978-0-385-
53241-9) provides a comprehensive and intimate portrait of 
the life of one of America’s quintessential fi gures.

Custer
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Larry McMurtry tackles for 
the fi rst time one of the paramount fi gures of Western and 
American history, George Armstrong Custer.  On June 25, 
1876, Custer and his 7th Cavalry attacked a large Lakota 
Cheyenne village on the Little Bighorn River in Montana. 
They lost the battle and their lives. “Custer’s Last Stand” 
was not only a spectacular defeat that shocked the country, 

it grew into a legend that has reverberated in our national consciousness to this 
day. Lavishly illustrated, McMurtry’s Custer ($35, S&S, 978-1-451-62620-9) is a 
magnifi cent portrait of Custer and the American West.

The Patriarch
Joseph Patrick Kennedy – whose life spanned the First 
World War, the Roaring Twenties, the Great Depression, the 
Second World War, and the Cold War – was the patriarch 
of America’s greatest political dynasty. Trained as a banker, 
Kennedy was also a Hollywood mogul, a stock exchange 
savant, a shipyard manager, the founding chairman of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, and ambassador to 
London during the Battle of Britain. With access to never-
before-published material on three continents, historian and 
renowned biographer David Nasaw ignores the tired old answers surrounding 
Kennedy, starting from scratch to discover the truth behind this misunderstood 
man in The Patriarch ($40, Penguin, 978-1-594-20376-3).

The Finish
Mark Bowden, bestselling author of Black Hawk Down, 
provides an intensely gripping account of the hunt for and 
elimination of Osama bin Laden in The Finish ($26, Atlantic 
Monthly, 978-0-802-12034-2). With a page-turning narrative, 
Bowden takes us inside the rooms where decisions were made 
and on the ground where the action unfolded to learn how 
the man behind 9/11 was fi nally brought to justice. 

The Last Lion
More than twenty years in the making, The Last Lion ($40, 
Little Brown, 978-0-316-54770-3), by William Manchester 
and Paul Reid, picks up shortly after Winston Churchill 
became Prime Minister — when his tiny island nation stood 
alone against the overwhelming might of Nazi Germany. We 
learn how Churchill organized his nation’s military response 
and defense; compelled FDR into supporting America’s 
beleaguered cousins, and personifi ed the “never surrender” 
ethos that helped the Allies win the war, while at the same time adapting 
himself and his country to the inevitable shift of world power from the British 
Empire to the U.S. This is popular history at its most stirring.

Thomas Jefferson: The Art of Power
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Jon Meacham gives us 
Jefferson the politician and president, a great and complex 
human being forever engaged in the wars of his era in his 
latest magnifi cent biography, Thomas Jefferson: The Art 
of Power ($35, Random House, 978-1-400-06766-4). The 
Jefferson story resonates today not least because he led 
his nation through ferocious partisanship and cultural 
warfare amid economic change and external threats, and 

also because he embodies an eternal drama, the struggle of the leadership of a 
nation to achieve greatness in a diffi cult and confounding world. Avail. 11/13

Master of the Mountain
Is there anything new to say about Thomas Jefferson and 
slavery? Nationally prominent historian Henry Wiencek 
answers with a resounding “yes” after “following the money” 
to unearth new information and previously overlooked or 
disregarded evidence in Jefferson’s records that reveal a grave 
disconnect between his personal and political lives. In Master of 
the Mountain: Thomas Jefferson and His Slaves ($28, FSG, 978-0-
374-29956-9), Wiencek carefully sifts through Jefferson’s words 
and deeds to upend our view of Jefferson’s attitudes on freedom, slavery, and wealth.

Reporting the Revolutionary War
For the colonists of the new world, the twenty years of 
the American Revolution was much more than the few 
stories that linger in our history books. Everyday people 
witnessed thousands of moments of the epic confl ict. 
Author Todd Andrlik brings history to life with newspaper 
stories, private correspondence, and battlefi eld letters 

showing the push for freedom and change in Reporting the Revolutionary War: 
Before It Was History, It Was News ($39.99, Sourcebooks, 978-1-402-26967-7).

 Understanding Our World



10

What Are You Looking At?
What is modern art? Why do we either love it or loathe 
it? Join Will Gompertz, BBC Arts Editor and former 
director of London’s Tate Gallery, on a dazzling tour 
that will change the way you look at modern art forever 
in What Are You Looking At? ($28.95, Dutton, 978-0-525-
95267-1). With his off-beat humor and down-to-earth 
storytelling, Gompertz cuts through the pretense of 
art-speak and gives us the knowledge to enjoy our trips 
to galleries and museums and discover what’s most 
interesting about modern art.

Life is a Gift
Tony Bennett, the American icon whose music career 
has spanned more than six decades, continues to grow 
more popular among all generations. In his rich and 
beautiful memoir, the legendary Grammy and Emmy 
Award-winning singer takes us behind the scenes of 
his career, revealing his life experiences in the music 
industry — including who he met and what he learned 
along the way. Revealing, insightful, and moving, Life 
is a Gift: The Zen of Bennett ($28.99, Harper, 978-0-062-
20706-7) is Bennett’s heart-felt “master class in life.” 
Avail. 11/20

The Chronicles of Downton Abbey
Americans can’t get enough of the award-winning TV 
series Downton Abbey. If you know someone already 
hooked and who can’t wait for the beginning of the 
third season, give them a copy of The Chronicles of 
Downton Abbey: A New Era ($29.99, St. Martin’s, 978-1-
250-02762-7) by Jessica Fellowes and Matthew Sturgis 
to learn more about every important member of the 
Downton estate — including Cora’s American mother 

(to be played by Shirley MacLaine) — and peek behind the scenes as the third 
season begins with Downton Abbey awakening to a world changed forever by 
World War I. 

Rock Your Ugly Christmas Sweater
We love these little books that you can have on the 
coffee table to amuse visiting family and friends. 
Come take a look at the hilariously awful Christmas 
sweaters, hats, and dresses and even hideous 
Hanukkah sweaters on parade in Anne Marie 
Blackman’s Rock Your Ugly Christmas Sweater ($12.95, 
Running Press, 978-0-762-44473-1). Ugly may be in 
the eye of the beholder, but we think you’ll agree that 
this collection is the best of the worst.

Barefoot Contessa Foolproof
What we love about Ina Garten’s cookbooks is the way 
they always make us home-cooks look great. Family and 
friends will shower you with praise for the dishes that 
couldn’t be simpler to prepare that are featured in her 
latest, Barefoot Contessa Foolproof ($35, Clarkson Potter, 
978-0-307-46487-3). Using common ingredients found in 
any grocery store and with 150 gorgeous photos, Garten 
shows us how to master the recipes, avoid any pitfalls, 
explains what we can prepare in advance, and suggests 
menus. Another practical cookbook that all fans of the 
Barefoot Contessa will want in their collection!

World’s Best Travel Experiences
Whether you’re ready to begin planning your next 
great trip or simply enjoy traveling in the comfort 
of your armchair, come take a look at National 
Geographic’s World’s Best Travel Experiences: 400 
Extraordinary Places ($40, National Geographic 
Society, 978-1-426-20959-8). National Geographic’s 
family of globe-trotting contributors — including Bill 
Bryson, Anna Quindlen, Andrew McCarthy, and many 

other notable travel writers — take us around the globe to far-fl ung, idyllic, 
transformative places. A beautiful gift that celebrates the beauty and wonder 
of this world.

A Love for the Beautiful
Some of the country’s best art is hidden in plain 
sight — in museums largely unknown except 
within their region. Susan Jaques shares the 
fascinating stories of patrician families who acquired 
masterworks by masters like Rembrandt, Rodin, 
and Picasso, of self-made millionaires who applied 
their skills to the art world, and discerning collectors 
who promoted new artists in A Love for the Beautiful: 
Discovering America’s Hidden Art Museums ($19.95, 
Globe Pequot, 978-0-762-77950-5). A perfect 
guide to consult before traveling, this book offers 
a personal, intimate art-viewing experience of fi fty 
little known museums across the country.

       � e Art 
    of Living
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Judith Lafi tte recommends
LEMONY SNICKET’S Who Could That Be at This Hour?
If you’re that rare person who longs for another series of unfortunate 
events, then I have the book for you.  Lemony Snicket has come 
out with a new book entitled, Who Could That Be at This Hour? 
($15.99, Little Brown, 978-0-316-1-2308-2). There are strange 
things happening all around and Lemony is on the trail to unravel the unanswered 
questions. In order to fi gure out what the questions are, you have to read the book.

MAY WE RECOMMEND...

Good Junk: A Cliff St. James Novel 
Cliff St. James returns to a Post-Katrina New Orleans to 
take on another case in Ed Kovac’s Good Junk ($25.99, 
Minotaur, 978-0-312-6-0089-1). While wrestling with 
guilt over having accidentally killed a mixed martial arts 
opponent in a sparring session, private detective Cliff St. 
James fi nds himself assisting the police in an investigation of 
the murder of a U.S. government “black projects” engineer. 

St. James quickly uncovers “The Buyers Club,” a murky network of seedy 
arms dealers and foreign intelligence agents purchasing state-of-the-art 
weaponry and high technology, perhaps abetted by elements of the U.S. 
government. As members of the Buyers Club start turning up dead, St. 
James fi ghts for his life and sanity as he struggles to solve the murders and 
undermine a treacherous espionage conspiracy. Avail. 12/11

New Orleans Classic Cocktails 
Mix up a cocktail New Orleans-style and let Kit Wohl 
be your guide in New Orleans Classic Cocktails ($16.95, 
Pelican, 978-1-4556-1728-9). From highfalutin to down 
home, from Sazeracs to mint juleps, this gorgeous 
cocktail cookbook offers more than sixty recipes 
from famous New Orleans establishments and mixologists, along with 
photographs, history, and narratives. These Crescent City cocktails are easy 
on the eyes and the taste buds and can be paired with recipes from the New 
Orleans Classics Series.

Mme. Begue’s Recipes of Old New Orleans 
Creole Cookery 
Discover the origins of “second breakfast” in New Orleans. 
Mme. Begue’s Recipes of Old New Orleans Creole Cookery 
($14.95, Pelican, 978-1-4556-1758-6) was originally 
published in 1900 from the handwritten notes of Mme. 
Begue herself. Elizabeth Bégué’s seminal New Orleans 
cookbook has been updated with a foreword by well-known 
local food enthusiast Poppy Tooker.

Santa Is Coming to Louisiana 
It’s Christmas Eve and Santa, the elves, and the reindeer 
prepare for their annual visit to Louisiana, using the 
Santa-nav to help guide the way. Have you been good? 
With the help of a certain red-nosed reindeer, Santa fl ies 
over Lake Chares, Lafayette, Shreveport, Baton Rouge, 
and New Orleans in Santa Is Coming to Louisiana ($9.99, Jabberwocky, 978-
1-4022-7536-4), written by Steve Smallman with illustrations by Robert Dunn 
and Jim Mitchell is the perfect gift.

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
December — Enjoy the holiday season! We’ll take a 

holiday break and resume in January.

Saturday, January 19, 10:30 am
The Time In Between
As World War II begins, Sira is persuaded to return 
to Madrid, where she is the preeminent couturiere 
for an eager clientele of Nazi offi cers’ wives. She 
becomes embroiled in a half-lit world of espionage 
and political conspiracy rife with love, intrigue, and 
betrayal. A massive bestseller across Europe, The 
Time In Between ($16, Atria, 978-1-4516-1689-7) by Maria Duenas is 
one of those rare, richly textured novels that enthrall down to the last 
page. 

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Saturday, December 8, 10:30 am

Tales of the Dying Earth
Jack Vance is one of the most remarkable talents 
to ever grace the world of science fi ction.  One of 
his enduring classics is his 1964 novel, The Dying 
Earth, and its sequels -- a fascinating, baroque tale 
set on a far-future Earth, under a giant red sun that 
is soon to go out forever. This edition of Tales of the 
Dying Earth ($22.99, Orb, 978-0-312-8-7456-8) includes all four books 
in the series, The Dying Earth, The Eyes of the Overworld, Cugel’s Saga 
and Rialto the Magnifi cent.  

Saturday, January 12, 10:30 am
Viriconium
Available to American readers for the fi rst 
time, this landmark collection gathers four 
groundbreaking fantasy classics from John M. 
Harrison, the acclaimed author of Light. Set in 
the imagined city of Viriconium, here are the 
masterworks that revolutionized a genre and 
enthralled a generation of readers: The Pastel City, 
A Storm of Wings, In Viriconium, and Viriconium Nights. Viriconium 
($16, Spectra, 978-0-5533-8315-7) presents these singular tales of 
a timeless realm and its enigmatic inhabitants are now reborn and 
compiled to captivate a whole new generation.

BOOK CLUBS
Good Junk: A Cliff St. James Novel 
Cliff St. James returns to a Post-Katrina New Orleans to 
take on another case in Ed Kovac’s
Minotaur, 978-0-312-6-0089-1). While wrestling with 
guilt over having accidentally killed a mixed martial arts 
opponent in a sparring session, private detective Cliff St. 
James fi nds himself assisting the police in an investigation of 
the murder of a U.S. government “black projects” engineer. 

Mme. Begue’s Recipes of Old New Orleans 
Creole Cookery 
Discover the origins of “second breakfast” in New Orleans. 
Mme. Begue’s Recipes of Old New Orleans Creole Cookery 
($14.95, Pelican, 978-1-4556-1758-6) was originally 
published in 1900 from the handwritten notes of Mme. 
Begue herself. Elizabeth Bégué’s seminal New Orleans 
cookbook has been updated with a foreword by well-known 
local food enthusiast Poppy Tooker.

LOCAL FLAVORS



Shop locally at OctaviaBooks.com!
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SNOOZAPALOOZA PAJAMA PARTY! 

Sunday, December 2, 10 am
Everyone loves Dr. Seuss and to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary 
of Dr. Seuss’s Sleep Book, we’re 
having a party at the bookstore. 
So, come dressed in your jammies and we’ll read 
favorite stories and have fun with some special 
activities, like the longest -- and loudest -- yawn! 

JENNIFER STEIL
The Woman Who Fell From the Sky
Reading & Book Signing
Sunday, December 2, 2 pm

Restless in her career and her life, Jennifer, a 
gregarious, liberal New Yorker, initially accepts a 
short-term opportunity in 2006 to teach a journalism 
class to the staff of The Yemen Observer in Sana’a, the beautiful, ancient, and very 
conservative capital of Yemen. Seduced by the eager reporters and the challenging 
prospect of teaching a free speech model of journalism there, she extends her 
stay to a year as the paper’s editor-in-chief. But she is quickly confronted with the 
realities of Yemen -- and their surprising advantages. In teaching the basics of fair 
and balanced journalism to a staff that included plagiarists and polemicists, she 
falls in love with her career again. In confronting the blatant mistreatment and 
strict governance of women by their male counterparts, she learns to appreciate 
the strength of Arab women in the workplace. And in forging surprisingly deep 
friendships with women and men whose traditions and beliefs are in total opposition 
to her own, she learns a cultural appreciation she never could have predicted. 
What’s more, she just so happens to meet the love of her life. 

With exuberance and bravery, The Woman Who Fell from the Sky ($14, Broadway, 
978-0-7679-3051-2) offers a rare, intimate, and often surprising look at the role of the 
media in Muslim culture and a fascinating cultural tour of Yemen, one of the most 
enigmatic countries in the world.

DAVID SPIELMAN
When Not Performing
Presentation & Book Signing
Thursday, December 6, 6 pm

There is no dispute that New Orleans is a city 
defi ned by its musicians. The revealing portraits of 
New Orleans’ performers in David Spielman’s When Not Performing ($29.95, Pelican, 
978-1-4556-1756-2) provide a provocative and intimate glimpse into the musical pulse 
of the city. They are captured in locations of their own choosing, places that defi ne 
and inspire them as individuals. Spielman followed these talented artists through 

neighborhoods, backstreets, and bars, using little more than a Leica camera. Fred 
Lyon listened to the performers and engaged them in conversation, drawing meaning 
and understanding from their often complex tales of hardship, triumph, and family. 
Their stories allow the viewer to connect with each specifi c portrait and location. 
Among those captured in image and word are Terence Blanchard, Harry Connick 
Sr., Jeremy Davenport, Fats Domino, Clarence “Frogman” Henry, Dr. John, Ellis 
Marsalis, Frank Minyard, Charmaine Neville, Albinas Prizgintas, Katey Red, Paul 
Sanchez, Irma Thomas, Allen Toussaint, Uncle Lionel, and Johnny Vidacovich.

KEN FOSTER
I’m a Good Dog: Pit Bulls, America’s 
Most Beautiful (and Misunderstood) Pet
Tuesday, December 11, 6 pm

Perhaps more than any other breed, the 
pit bull has been dogged by negative 
stereotypes. In truth, pit bulls are innately wonderful family pets, as capable of love and 
good deeds as any other type of dog. Setting the record straight, Ken Foster sings the 
praises of pit bulls in I’m a Good Dog ($17, Penguin, 978-0-6700-2620-3), a gorgeously 
illustrated, tenderly written tribute to this most misunderstood of canines. 

MELINDA PALACIO
How Fire Is a Story, Waiting
Poetry Reading & Book Signing
Thursday, December 13, 6 pm

Melinda Palacio joins us with her newest poetry 
collection, How Fire Is A Story, Waiting ($14.95, 
Northwestern Univ. Press, 978-1-8826-8844-9) 
where she has created images that are at once heartbreaking and humorous. Palacio 
tackles elemental subjects of family and childhood with the same depth and grace as 
that of myth making and death. As the only child of a mother who died too young, she 
infuses her words with longing and life, and celebrates the women who came before 
her. Each poem offers up the truth in a fearless and unsentimental voice. Palacio’s 
lyrical language punches an unexpected pause to subjects such as domestic violence 
and her childhood in South Central Los Angeles. She’s divided the book into four 
sections: Fire, Air, Water, and Earth and in each, tempers heartbreak, violence, and 
disappointment with the antidote of humor, beauty, and an appreciation for life.

PHIL SANDUSKY
New Orleans Impressionist Cityscapes
Book Signing
Saturday, December 15, 2 pm

Just in time for the holidays! Phil Sandusky’s 
New Orleans Impressionist Cityscapes ($29.95, 
Pelican, 978-1-4556-1680-0) spotlights the different areas of New Orleans in unique 
and intimate ways and, by doing so, captures the distinctive spirit of the city through 
extraordinary brushwork and vivid color. With 130 paintings and accompanying text 
demonstrating the growth and vivaciousness of the Crescent City, this devotional 
illuminates the beauty of one of the world’s liveliest cities. A signed copy of this book 
will make for a lovely holiday gift.


