
Sting of the Drone
Having spent thirty years in the
U.S. government in National
Security and Counterterrorism,
serving three consecutive presi-
dents, Richard A. Clarke is the
ultimate insider who can speak
with authority about America’s
contentious drone program. Sting of
the Drone ($25.99, St. Martin’s Press,
9781250047977) not only gives us a
realistic and close-up look at the Predator drone program,
but also spins a tale ahead of the news headlines. At an air-
base just outside Las Vegas, a team of pilots, military per-
sonnel and intelligence officers follow through on
Washington’s “Kill Committee” orders, finding men on the
other side of the world who have been deemed a threat to
national security and sentenced to death. When a Pakistani
tribal clan, al-Qaeda, a revenge-seeking terrorist, and two
Ukrainian hackers join forces and declare war on the
American drones, a deadly back-and-forth duel ensues.
This non-stop action thriller is Clarke’s best novel yet.

The Kill Switch
Who does the U.S. government call upon when a mission
requires perfect stealth, execution, and discretion? The
unique talents of Captain Tucker Wayne and his stalwart
military dog, Kane. You’ll know them from James Rollins’s
best-selling “Sigma Force” series, though The Kill Switch
($27.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062135254) is their first solo
adventure. The mission seems simple
enough: extract a pharmaceutical mag-
nate from Russian soil, a volatile man
who holds the secret to a deadly
bioweapon. But nothing is as it appears
to be. Hunted and betrayed at every
turn, Tucker and Kane must discover the
truth behind a biological threat, a horror
out of the ancient past that can be
weaponized to terrorize the modern
world. As time rapidly runs out, the
deep and intimate bond between dog
and soldier will be tested to the extreme.
It will take all of their skill, talent, and
trust in each other to piece together a

mystery going back to the ori-
gins of life on Earth, to discov-
er the key to an ancient peril
that can destroy the heartland
of America, and, with it, the
world.

Ghost Ship
When Kurt Austin is injured
attempting to rescue the passen-
gers and crew from a sinking yacht,

he wakes with fragmented and conflicted memories. Did
he see an old friend and her children drown, or was the
yacht abandoned when he came aboard? For reasons he
cannot explain, Kurt doesn’t trust either version of his rec-
ollection. Determined to know the truth, he begins to
search for answers, and soon finds himself descending into
a shadowy world of state-sponsored cybercrime, and
uncovering a pattern of vanishing scientists, suspicious
accidents, and a web of human trafficking. With the help of
Joe Zavala, he takes on the sinister organization at the
heart of this web, facing off with them in locations ranging
from Monaco to North Korea to the rugged coasts of
Madagascar. But where he will ultimately end up, even he
could not begin to guess. Clive Cussler, the grand master
of adventure with dozens of New York Times bestsellers to
his credit, now brings us Ghost Ship ($28.95, Putnam,
9780399167317).
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Summer … ah, summer! Even with
our busy lives, just the idea of the
warmth of the sun, a cool drink on a
hot day, a nap on the lounge chair, a
good book on a hot night are
reminders of why we look forward to
the season. 

Isn’t it interesting to observe that in
a world with tweets and posts, instant thoughts and brief notes, that
we still long for those moments where we can unplug and connect
with pages and pages of beautiful writing? As technology makes its
way into our everyday lives, we see that more information isn’t nec-
essarily better and the amount of information we consume isn’t
necessarily making us smarter or wiser. We’re getting a taste of how
easy it is to drown in a sea of words and how refreshing it feels to
lightly float to a whole new world in reading one simple tale.

Summer invites us to do more of the latter. Float away in a good
story. Plunge into the fantastical. Splash around in a novel just for
fun. As booksellers, we just love asking, “What are you in the mood
to read?” From real-life adventure to a hilarious look at family, a
luscious story set in an exotic land to a gritty thriller that races you
through dark alleys, books are amazingly affordable vacations to
anywhere you might want to travel.

Books happen to also be one of the most appreciated items to
receive as a gift. So, if you’re wondering what to give the graduate
who is now heading to college or the work world, come in and let
us recommend some keepers. Father’s Day is coming up Sunday,
June 15th! If you haven’t a clue what to get, head to the bookstore
and let us find a few things for you. We’ve spotlighted some of the
newest releases in the pages of this newsletter and in store displays. 

We’d like to be your “go-to” destination for gifts you need all year
long. There’s no need to worry about getting something that does-
n’t fit or might not arrive in time. Birthdays: we love them!
Weddings: we’ve got beautiful books that will be passed along for
generations. New Babies: look to us for all those adorable old
favorites and suggestions for some new favorites too! With thou-
sands of books on our shelves and thoughtful staff to help you find
just the right ones, we’ll make sure you find the right gift for your
celebration … and, we’ll wrap it up for you so you can be on your
way to the party.

Life is filled with moments to celebrate. Whether it’s carving some
time out to pack a picnic and a novel to enjoy summer or present
the perfect birthday gift, these kinds of moments bring us joy and
enrich our lives.

Thank you for supporting Octavia Books and celebrating the
“indie” way of life. We appreciate that you choose to shop locally
and we love that you look to us for that next great read. 

Enjoy summer! We hope to see you soon!

Dear Booklover,
The Tabasco Cookbook
Spice up your food from breakfast and brunch to dinner and dessert with Paul
McIlhenny, author of The Tabasco Cookbook ($16.99, Clarkson Potter,
9780770435394). You’ll find 80 recipes (20 added to this collection) for more 
southern-style classics and American down-home favorites using the most famous
hot pepper sauce.

In a While, Crocodile: 
New Orleans Slow Cooker Recipes
When Southern sisters-in-law Patrice Keller Kononchek and Lauren
Malone Keller transitioned from being care-free young professionals to
busy, working moms on budgets, they were determined to recreate their
favorite restaurant recipes in their own homes — without the fuss. In A
While, Crocodile ($21.95, Pelican, 9781455618422) combines cherished
family and restaurant recipes for simple and flavorful traditional New
Orleans-style dinners.

Hope & New Orleans: 
A History of Crescent City Street Names
The city’s street names are inseparable from its diverse history. They serve as
guideposts as well as a narrative that braid its pride, wit and seedier history into a
complex web that to this day simultaneously joins and shows the cracks within the
city. In Hope & New Orleans ($19.99, History Press, 9781626190535), Sally Asher
brings language and history to life with photos and stories.

Let’s Walk the French Quarter
In beautiful photography, directions, and commentary, travel with Kerri
McCaffety to visit thirty different French Quarter locations. You’ll stroll
through some of the most charming facades of any city and breathe in the
powdered sugar that scents the air as you pass beneath iron balconies, see
famed restaurants, gaze at majestic cathedrals in Let’s Walk the French
Quarter ($19.95, Pelican, 9781455619313).

New Orleans Under Reconstruction:
The Crisis of Planning
After the levees broke with Hurricane Katrina, city officials, writers, architects and
planners searched for ways to plan for the future, creating a more robust and equal
place. Distinguished professors of architecture Carol McMichael Resse (Tulane),
Michael Sorkin (City College of New York) and Anthony Fontenot (Woodbury
University) define the path in New Orleans Under Reconstruction ($49.95, Verso,
9781781682722).  

Dollbaby
Laura Lane McNeal offers a big-hearted coming-of-age debut novel set in Civil
Rights-era New Orleans in Dollbaby ($26.95, Pamela Dorman, 9780670014736),
where hard-won wisdom shows that family can sometimes be found in the least
expected places.

Recipe for Adventure: New Orleans!
Zia Donatella’s secret recipe takes Alfie and Emilia to New Orleans. There they
meet the members of a kids’ jazz band and are soon helping save the band’s per-
formance venue, as well as tracking down a long-lost cookbook, which just might
hold some very special secrets. From beignets and gumbo, to jazz and zydeco,
Alfie and Emilia experience everything New Orleans has to offer, all while trying
to find their way home in Recipe for Adventure: New Orleans! ($6.99, Grosset &
Dunlap, 9780448462592) by Giada de Laurentis.
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Available
6/17



Love & Family, Lost & Found
All Fall Down
Only a talented author like Jennifer Weiner — with a
sparkling comedic touch and tender, true-to-life character-
izations — can tell the story of a woman’s slide into addic-
tion and struggle to find her way back up again. But that’s
exactly what she does in All Fall Down ($26.99, Atria,
9781451617788), the story of a working mom who uses pills
instead of wine to deal with recurring pain and the usual
assortment of life’s challenges. This tale of empowerment
and redemption reminds us of the value of hard work and
commitment.

Save the Date
Cara Kryzik is a Savannah florist about to score the wed-
ding of a lifetime — one that will solidify her career as the
go-to-girl for society nuptials. Ironically, Cara doesn’t real-
ly believe in love, even though she creates beautiful flower
arrangements to celebrate them. But when the bride goes
missing and the wedding is in jeopardy, Cara must find the
bride and figure out what she believes in. Maybe love real-
ly does exist outside of fairy tales after all. Told with Mary
Kay Andrews’ trademark wit and keen eye for detail, mark
your calendars for Save the Date ($26.99, St. Martin’s Press,
9781250019691).

The Hurricane Sisters
The steamy Southern atmosphere of South Carolina’s
Lowcountry once again takes center stage in Dorothea
Benton Frank’s latest novel, The Hurricane Sisters ($26.99,
Wm. Morrow, 9780062132529), as three generations of
strong women wrestle with the expectations of family while
struggling to understand their complicated relationships
with each other. An emotional hurricane is about to blow
through their lives, wreaking havoc that will test them in
unexpected ways, ultimately transforming the bonds they
share. With sassy, heartwarming characters and the
author’s trademark wit, the ties and lies between genera-
tions is abundantly clear.

The Matchmaker
Nantucket Islander Dabney Beech has always had a gift for
matchmaking. Some call her ability mystical, while others
call it meddlesome. But there’s no arguing with her results:
42 happy couples to her credit and all of them still togeth-
er. When Clen Hughes returns to the island 27 years after
running off with Dabney’s heart, she has never felt so con-
fused — or so alive. Elin Hilderbrand’s The Matchmaker
($28, Little, Brown, 9780316099752) is a heartbreaking
story about losing and finding love, even as you’re running
out of time.

Delicious!
From her time as restaurant critic for The New York Times
and Editor-in-Chief at Gourmet magazine, Ruth Reichl’s
name was inseparable from the food scene. After several
best-selling memoirs, Reichl’s first foray into fiction,
Delicious! ($27, Random House, 9781400069620), tells the
story of Billie Breslin, who leaves family behind in
California to take a job at Delicious! magazine in New
York. When she accidentally stumbles upon letters from a
12-year-old to James Beard, Billie is forced to rethink her
own life in this coming-of-age tale about love and loss —
and food!

Fourth of July Creek
After trying to help a nearly feral eleven-year-old boy liv-
ing in the Montana wilderness, social worker Pete Snow
comes face to face with the boy’s father, a paranoid sur-
vivalist itching for a conflict to signal the coming End
Times — a fact that doesn’t escape the FBI’s attention.
Fourth of July Creek ($26.99, Ecco, 9780062286444), by
Smith Henderson, brilliantly explores the complexities of
freedom, community, grace, suspicion and anarchy.

Written in My Own Heart’s Blood
Diana Gabaldon, the imaginative author of the wildly 
popular “Outlander” series — which began with an
English nurse entering a stone circle in 1946 Scotland and
emerging in 1743 — continues the Outlander story with
Written in My Own Heart’s Blood ($35, Delacorte,
9780385344432). CNN was spot on, calling it “a grand
adventure written on a canvas that probes the heart,
weighs the soul and measures the human spirit across 
centuries.”

China Dolls
Lisa See (Snow Flower and the Secret Fan, Peony in Love,
Shanghai Girls) has garnered international acclaim for her
great skill at rendering the intricate relationships of
women and the complex meeting of history and fate. Her
new novel, China Dolls ($27, Random House,
9780812992892), is no exception. The year is 1938 when
three young women meet by chance at the exclusive and
glamorous Forbidden City nightclub in San Francisco and
become inseparable friends. That friendship is put to the
test after the Japanese attack Pearl Harbor, as paranoia
and suspicion threaten to destroy their lives.
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The Skin Collector
Jeffery Deaver, with 28 suspense novels to his credit, is best
known for his Lincoln Rhyme thrillers, featuring the
nation’s most renowned investigator and forensic detective.
In The Skin Collector ($28, Grand Central, 9781455517138),
Rhyme sees a connection to “the bone collector” (Deaver’s
first novel with Lincoln Rhyme), a serial killer who terror-
ized New York City ten years earlier, as he now tracks Billy
Haven, whose weapon of choice is a tattoo gun loaded with
poison. Rhyme’s past returns to haunt him in the most trou-
bling way imaginable in this frantic race against time.

The Book of You
We love introducing you to new authors whose writing and
story-telling are not to be missed. So discover Claire Kendal
and The Book of You ($25.99, Harper, 9780062297600), a
mesmerizing tale of psychological suspense about a woman
who must fight to escape an expert manipulator determined
to possess her. Kendal explores the lines between love and
compulsion, fantasy and reality, and offers a heart-stopping
portrait of a woman determined to survive.

Top Secret Twenty-One
What Lincoln Rhyme is to Jeffery Deaver, Stephanie Plum
is to Janet Evanovitch — the star of a best-selling series.
Plum, a bounty hunter, could rake in the big bucks if she
reels in Jimmy Poletti now that he’s missed his court date.
But she quickly makes it a priority to catch a professional
assassin instead. Top Secret Twenty-One ($28, Bantam,
9780345542922) finds Plum — and Evanovitch — at her very
best.

The Painter
Peter Heller made quite a name for himself with his debut
novel, The Dog Stars. His latest, The Painter ($24.95, Knopf,
9780385352093), tells the story of Jim Stegner, a well-known
expressionist painter who struggles to reinvent his life in
Colorado by outrunning his past. Years earlier, Stegner shot
a man in a bar. Now, life is tranquil, as he spends his days
painting and fishing — until the day he happens upon a local
beating a small horse, a brutal encounter that rips his quiet
life wide open. Tormented by his relentless conscience,
Stegner longs to use the losses he has suffered to create a
meaningful life.

Hold On Tight!
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The Son
Straying from the mystery series starring Harry Hole, cele-
brated Norwegian author Jo Nesbø demonstrates his prowess
writing standalone thrillers as well, like his latest, The Son
($25.95, Knopf, 9780385351379). Sonny Lofthus, in his early
thirties, has been in prison for the last dozen years, serving
time for crimes he didn’t commit. He had become a heroin
addict after his father’s suicide, an alternative to being outed
as a dirty cop. But insider information that his father was
really murdered motivates Sonny to kick the habit, escape
from prison, and seek revenge. Prepare for a chilling ride
with a lot of plot twists!

Authority
Only an unusual talent like Jeff Vandermeer could pull off a
science fiction / horror hybrid, but he’s done just that with
his “Southern Reach” trilogy. In volume one, Annihilation,
members of an expedition to investigate Area X meet with
disaster. Authority ($15, FSG, 9780374104108) is volume
two, where “Control”, the newly appointed director of the
Southern Reach, resumes the investigation that reveals
more and more secrets about Area X. An increasingly des-
perate situation develops that leaves us desperate to read
volume three, Acceptance, due to be released this fall.

Available
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NEW FROM NEIL GAIMAN
The Truth is a Cave 
in the Black Mountains
“You ask me if I can forgive myself? I can for-
give myself … for many things. For where I left
him. For what I did.” So begins The Truth is a
Cave in the Black Mountains ($21.99, Wm.
Morrow, 9780062282149), a haunting story of
family, the otherworld, and a search for hidden
treasure. This gorgeous full-color illustrated
book was born of a unique collaboration
between New York Times bestselling author
Neil Gaiman and renowned artist Eddie
Campbell, who brought to vivid life the charac-
ters and landscape of Gaiman’s award-winning
story. In this volume, the talents and vision of two great cre-
ative geniuses come together in an explosion of color and
shadow, memory and regret, vengeance and love.

What would our community 
be without an independent 
bookstore? If you find it
here, please buy it here!
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Indies Introduce Pick
The Truth About Alice
When ugly rumors and lies about Alice Franklin start
after one of the guys she allegedly slept with at a party
dies in a car accident, questions about truth arise in her
small town. Four Healy High students tell all they
“know” about Alice — and in doing so reveal their own
secrets and motivations, painting a raw look at the reali-
ties of teen life. Exactly what is the truth about Alice? In
the end there’s only one person to ask: Alice herself. We
are pleased to introduce you to debut novelist Jennifer
Mathieu and her stirring coming-of-age story, The Truth
About Alice ($16.99, Roaring Brook, 9781596439092).

Finding Truth Congratulations, 
Graduate!

Congratulations, by the Way
Within a few months of his convocation address at
Syracuse University, the simple, funny, yet wise
words of George Saunders (Tenth of December) were
posted online and within days had been shared more
than a million times. Congratulations, by the Way
($14, Random House, 9780812996272) offers an
inspiring message about our desire to lead fulfilling
lives.

In the Garden of Thoughts
Enter the garden and discover that your highest
hopes and your biggest dreams are closer than you
ever knew. Internet phenomenon Dodinsky provides
uplifting, powerful, whimsical and personal words
and art with In the Garden of Thoughts ($12.99,
Sourcebooks, 9781402275838). Visually stunning
with words that are peaceful and inspiring, this gift
book is a lovely meditation on the goodness within. 

Welcome to the Real World
If the graduate you’re honoring is now steeped in
finding a job and shaping a career, offer them expert
guidance with Lauren Bergen’s Welcome to the Real
World: Finding Your Place, Perfecting Your Work, and
Turning Your Job Into Your Dream Career ($16.99,
HarperBusiness, 9780062307309). It’s a challenging
time with new rules and new tools and Berger has
crafted a smart, practical, and fun guide that every
novice will need to step out into the work world to
create a meaningful career.
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City of Heavenly Fire
Shadowhunters and demons square off for the final show-
down in the spellbinding, seductive conclusion to the best-
selling Mortal Instruments series. Chaos and destruction
overwhelm the Nephilim as Clary, Jace, Simon, and their
friends band together to fight the greatest evil they have
ever faced: Clary’s own brother. Lives will be lost, love sac-
rificed, and the whole world will change. Find out who will
survive in City of Heavenly Fire ($24.99, Margaret K.
McElderry Books, 9781442416895) by Cassandra Clare.

The Hangman’s Revolution
Young FBI agent Chevie Savano arrives back in modern-day
London after a time-trip to the Victorian age, to find the
present very different from the one she left. Europe is being
run by a Fascist movement known as the Boxites, who con-
trol their territory through intimidation and terror. Chevie’s
memories come back to her in fragments, and just as she is
learning about the WARP program from Professor Charles
Smart, inventor of the time machine, he is killed by secret
service police. Eoin Colfer (Artemis Fowl series) returns
with The Hangman’s Revolution ($17.99, Disney Press,
9781423161639), book 2 in the WARP series. Ages 10-14.

Savage Drift
Dean, Alex, and the other survivors of the Monument 14
have escaped the disaster zone and made it to the safety of
a Canadian refugee camp. Some of the kids have been
reunited with their families, and everyone is making tenta-
tive plans for the future. And then, Niko learns that his lost
love, Josie, has survived. Is it true? Emmy Laybourne con-
cludes the Monument 14 trilogy with a stunning story of
kids who have continually survived the unthinkable (and
whether they can do so one last time) in Savage Drift
($17.99, Feiwel & Friends, 9781250036421). 

That luminous part of you that exists 
beyond personality — your soul, if you will — 
is as bright and shining as any that has ever
been. Clear away everything that keeps you
separate from this secret luminous place. 
Believe it exists, come to know it better, 
nurture it, share its fruits tirelessly. 

— George Saunders, 
convocation address at Syracuse University



Let’s Read a Story
I Love You Night and Day
A sweet message of unconditional love follows
a bear and bunny through their day in this new
picture book by Smriti Prasadam-Halls and
illustrated by Alison Brown, Curator of
European Decorative Art at Glasgow
Museums. Share a copy of I Love You Night and
Day ($16.99, Bloomsbury, 9781619632226)
with anyone you truly love. Ages 3+

Oh So Brave Dragon
Dragon knows he is supposed to be brave
— because that’s what dragons do. But
when he hears something that scares
him, he turns to his forest friends to find
the noise, and to help him be brave.
Bestselling author/artist David Kirk,
creator of the popular Miss Spider
series, has created another beautiful,
meaningful picture book in Oh So Brave
Dragon ($17.99, Feiwel & Friends,
9781250016898). Ages 2-6

The Midnight Library
There is a little library that only opens at
night. In the library there is a little librari-
an — and her three assistant owls — who
helps everyone find the perfect book. The
library is always peaceful and quiet …
until one night when some of the animals
stir up a little trouble (and a little fun!).
The Midnight Library ($16.99, Roaring
Brook, 9781596439856) from Kazuno
Kohara, creator of The New York Times
Best Illustrated book Ghosts in the

House!, is an imaginative story perfect for nap
time and bedtime reading. Ages 3-6

Fred’s Beds
Fred can sleep anywhere. He has beds all
over the house! How many places can he
curl up and fall asleep in, on, and around?
Inside a crinkly shopping bag, on a slightly
soggy bath towel, and maybe even around
piles of old newspapers. But when Fred
gets in trouble with Zelda, he must find a
way to get back on her good side — and
save her birthday party — in Fred’s Beds
($16.99, FSG, 9780374318130) by Barbara
Samuels. Ages 4-8

Numberlys
“Once upon a time there was no alphabet, only
numbers...” Life was…orderly, dull as gray
paint. Very...numberly. But our five jaunty
heroes weren’t willing to accept that this was
all there could be. They knew there had to be
more. So they broke out hard hats and
welders, hammers and glue guns, and they
started knocking some numbers together.
And when the letters entered the world, something
truly wondrous began to happen. Numberlys ($17.99,
Atheneum, 9781442473430), by William Joyce with
magical illustrations by Christina Ellis, pays homage to
everyone who knows there is more to life than shades
of black and gray. Ages 3-7

Fancy Nancy and the 
Wedding of the Century
Not only does Nancy get to help out the bride, she gets
to attend a fabulous wedding party too! Robin Preiss
Glasser returns with her tenth picture book, Fancy
Nancy and the Wedding of the Century ($17.99,
HarperCollins, 9780062083197), a perfect book for
learning about bridal traditions. A great gift for all who
anticipate attending an upcoming wedding celebra-
tion! Ages 4-7

This Is A Moose
Lights! Camera! Moose! Moose? Yes, when a
movie director tries to capture the life of a moose
on film, he discovers the moose has big dreams:
he wants to go to the moon! Richard T. Morris
and bestselling illustrator Tom Lichtenheld
remind us to dream big in This Is A Moose ($18,
Little Brown, 9780316213608), a hilarious story
sure to make everyone giggle. Ages 3-6

My Teacher Is a Monster! 
(No, I Am Not.)
A young boy named Bobby has the worst teacher. She’s
loud, she yells, and if you throw paper airplanes, she
won’t allow you to enjoy recess. She is a monster!
Luckily, Bobby can go to his favorite spot in the park
on weekends to play. Until one day... he finds his
teacher there! Peter Brown humanizes teachers and
students in My Teacher Is a Monster! (No, I Am Not.)
($18, Little Brown, 9780316070294), a fun story you’ll
want to read again and again. Ages 4-8Available
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Deep Blue
Deep in the ocean, in a world not so different from
our own, live the merpeople. When Serafina, a mer-
maid of the Mediterranean Sea, awakens on the
morning of her betrothal, her biggest worry should be
winning the love of handsome Prince Mahdi. Yet Sera
finds herself haunted by strange dreams that foretell
the return of an ancient evil. Jennifer Donnelley’s
Deep Blue ($17.99, Disney Press, 9781423133162), the
first novel in the Waterfire Saga, explores conquering
fear, believing in oneself, and the unbreakable bond
of sisterhood. Ages 10-14

Call Me by My Name
Growing up in Louisiana in the late 1960s, where seg-
regation and prejudice still thrive, two high school
football players — one white, one black — become
friends, but some changes are too difficult to accept.
Former football star and bestselling author John Ed
Bradley offers a searing look at love, life, and football
in the face of racial adversity with Call Me by My Name
($17.99, Atheneum, 9781442497931). Ages 12-17 

The Glass Sentence
Sophia Tims comes from a family of explorers and car-
tologers who, for generations, have been traveling and
mapping the New World — a world changed by the
Great Disruption of 1799, when all the continents were
flung into different time periods. Eight years ago, her
parents left her with her uncle Shadrack, the foremost
cartologer in Boston, and went on an urgent mission.
They never returned. Life with her brilliant, absent-
minded, adored uncle has taught Sophia to take care

of herself. S.E. Grove plunges you into a time and place you
won’t want to leave in her debut novel The Glass Sentence
($17.99, Viking, 9780670785025). Ages 10+  

Conversion
When girls start experiencing strange tics and other
mysterious symptoms at Colleen’s high school, her
small town falls victim to rumors that lead to full-blown
panic, and only Colleen connects their fate to the ill-
fated Salem Village, where another group of girls suf-
fered from a similarly bizarre epidemic three centuries
ago. Bestselling author Katherine Howe returns with
Conversion ($18.99, Putnam, 9780399167775), a chilling
mystery based on true events. Ages 12+

Dive into a Good Book!
Quinny & Hopper
Quinny and Hopper couldn’t be more different. They are an
unstoppable team. But when summer ends, things suddenly
aren’t the same. Can Quinny and Hopper stick together in the
face of stylish bullies, a killer chicken, and the brand-new
Third Grade Rules — especially the one that says they aren’t
allowed to be friends anymore? Find out in Quinny & Hopper
($15.99, Disney Press, 9781423178293), a new chapter book
from Adriana Schanen and Greg Swearingen. Ages 8-12.

Lego® Legends of Chima #1: High Risk!
Chima — a world reigned by animal tribes, divided by the
battle of the noble lions against the evil crocodiles. In High
Risk ($12.99, Papercutz, 9781629910734), Laval, prince of
the Lions and his friend Eris, a warrior of the Eagle Tribe,
engage in a training race on their Speedorz. As the two speed
through the jungle, they stumble upon a Gorilla convoy
transporting CHI that is being attacked by the Crocodiles.
Will Laval and Eris save their Gorilla friends? Or will they
become Crocodile Meat? Look for more adventures in the
series. Ages 6-11

Flights and Chimes and 
Mysterious Times
Ten-year-old Jack Foster has stepped through a doorway and
into quite a different London. Londinium is a smoky, dark,
and dangerous place, home to mischievous metal fairies and
fearsome clockwork dragons that breathe scalding steam.
Over it all rules the Lady, and the Lady has demanded a new
son — a perfect flesh-and-blood child. She has chosen Jack.
Emma Trevayne and illustrator Glenn Thomas have created
an irresistible fantasy adventure in Flights and Chimes and
Mysterious Times ($16.99, S&S, 9781442498778). Ages 8-12

The Battle for Wondla
When all hope for a peaceful coexistence between
humankind and aliens seems lost, Eva Nine, with help from
an unlikely ally, tries to thwart the evil Loroc’s ultimate plan
for life on Orbona. A host of unforgettable characters rein-
force the importance of friendship in The Battle for Wondla
($17.99, S&S, 9781416983149), the final book of Tony
DiTerlizzi’s fantastical Search for Wondla series. Ages 10+ 
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Tibetan Peach Pie
Tom Robbins, American icon and bestselling author of
warm, wise, and wonderfully weird novels presents tales
of his wild life — from his Appalachian childhood to his
globetrotting adventures in Tibetan Peach Pie: A True
Account of an Imaginative Life ($27.99, Ecco,
9780062267405). Robbins shares about being a grand-
child of Baptist preachers, an Air Force weatherman,
radio DJ, world-famous novelist, and a counter-culture
hero in tales of leading a life as unlikely, magical, and
bizarre as some of his characters. This is a long-awaited
invitation into the private world of a literary legend. 

I Don’t Care If We Never Get Back
Ben Blatt and Eric Brewster, two former Harvard
Lampoon writers, embark on the optimal baseball road
trip in I Don’t Care If We Never Get Back: 30 Games in 30
Days on the Best Worst Baseball Road Trip Ever ($24,
Grove, 9780802122742). Charming, insightful, and
hilarious, the duo writes about the love of the game, the
limits of fandom, and the limitlessness of friendship.

Carsick
Director, screenwriter, and well-known raconteur of
American kitsch and camp, John Waters writes about
his experience hitchhiking across America, from
Baltimore to San Francisco, braving lonely roads and
treacherous drivers. Laced with humor and warm intel-
ligence, Carsick ($26, FSG, 9780374298630) is an unfor-
gettable vacation with a wickedly funny companion —
and a celebration of America’s weird, astonishing, and
generous people. 

Brothers Forever
Four weeks after Navy SEALs had killed Osama bin
Laden, the President honored two young men, Travis
Manion and Brendan Looney. Although they were
killed three years apart, these two best friends and for-
mer roommates were now buried together. Award-win-
ning journalist Tom Sileo and Travis’s father, former
Marine colonel Tom Manion, tell the intimate and per-
sonal story of how these Naval Academy roommates
defined a generation’s sacrifice after 9/11 in Brothers
Forever ($25.99, Da Capo, 9780306822377), a remark-
able story of friendship, family, and war.

Courage, Adventure & Survival
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Take This Man
From PEN/Hemingway award winner Brando Skyhorse
comes this stunning, heartfelt memoir of a boy’s turbu-
lent childhood growing up with five stepfathers and the
mother who was determined to give her son everything
but the truth. Skyhorse has made art out of his own mov-
ing stories, creating stories of vivid characters and
extraordinary chaos in Take This Man ($26, S&S,
9781439170878), a memorable story of survival and the
search for answers.

The World According to Bob
James Bowen swept the globe with A Street Cat Named
Bob and returns with a touching and true sequel about
one man and the cat that changed his life. As James
struggles to adjust to his transformation from street
musician to international celebrity, Bob is at his side,
providing moments of intelligence, bravery, and humor
and opening his human friend’s eyes to important truths
about friendship, loyalty, trust — and the meaning of
happiness. The World According to Bob ($24.99, Thomas
Dunne, 9781250046321) is a beautiful story of second
chances. 

Guy on Fire
Food Network superstar, celebrity chef, and best-
selling author Guy Fieri takes it outdoors with tips,
techniques, and recipes for outdoor cooking all
through the year, whether you’re hosting a backyard
barbeque, relaxing around the campfire, or tailgating
on game day. Fieri will help you get your grill going
with palate-pleasing appetizers, phenomenal main
courses, cool salads and fabulous desserts in Guy on
Fire ($29.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062244710).Available

6/3

Available
6/3

Available
5/27

Happy
Father’s
Day
Sunday, June 15



One Night in Winter
Inspired by a true story, prize-winning historian and
acclaimed novelist Simon Sebag Montefiore offers a
new novel about two forbidden and deadly love affairs
set in the corridors of Moscow. As Moscow celebrates
the motherland’s glorious victory over the Nazis, shots
ring out on the crowded streets. On a nearby bridge, a
teenage boy and girl — dressed in traditional nine-
teenth-century costumes — lie dead. But this is no
ordinary tragedy as these are the bodies of the son

and daughter of high-ranking Soviet officials who attended the most elite
school in Moscow. Was it an accident, or murder? Is it a conspiracy
against Stalin, or one of his own terrifying intrigues? Montefiore’s One
Night in Winter ($26.99, Harper, 9780062291882) is an engaging work of
historical fiction about the private lives and dreams of Stalin’s Russia.

The Hidden Child
Crime writer Erica Falck is shocked to discover a
Nazi medal among her late mother’s possessions.
Haunted by a childhood of neglect, she resolves to
dig deep into her family’s past and finally uncover
the reasons why. International best-selling author
Camilla Läckberg offers a psychological thriller of
the chilling struggle of a young woman facing the
darkest chapter of Europe’s past in The Hidden
Child ($25.95, Pegasus, 9781605985534).

Fascinating World
The Zhivago Affair
In May 1956, an Italian publishing scout took a train
to a village just outside Moscow to visit Russia’s great-
est living poet, Boris Pasternak. He left carrying the
original manuscript of Pasternak’s first and only novel,
entrusted to him with these words: “This is Doctor
Zhivago. May it make its way around the world.” From
there the life of this extraordinary book entered the
realm of the spy novel. In The Zhivago Affair: The
Kremlin, the CIA, and the Battle Over a Forbidden Book
($26.95, Pantheon, 9780307908001), Peter Finn and
Petra Couvee deliver a slice of history that reads like a
gripping literary thriller.

The Romanov Sisters
They were the most photographed and talked about
young royals of the early twentieth century.  Four cap-
tivating Russian Grand Duchesses — Olga, Tatiana,
Maria and Anastasia Romanov — were much admired
for their happy dispositions, the clothes they wore and
their privileged lifestyle. Over the years, the story of
the four Romanov sisters and their tragic end in a base-
ment at Ekaterinburg in 1918 has clouded our view of
them, leading to a mass of sentimental and idealized
memory. With access to a treasure trove of diaries and

letters from the grand duchesses to their friends and family, Helen
Rappaport reveals that they were also intelligent, sensitive and
perceptive witnesses to the dark turmoil within their immediate fam-

ily and the ominous approach of the Russian Revolution, the nightmare that
would sweep their world away, and them along with it in The Romanov Sisters
($27.99, St. Martin’s, 9781250020208). Absolutely absorbing.

The Explorers
In The Explorers ($26, S&S, 9781451677577), best-
selling author Martin Dugard shares one of history’s
greatest adventures with the expedition of Richard
Francis Burton and John Hanning Speke into
uncharted African wilderness to find the source of the
Nile River. The Explorers is a book about survival and
courage. It is also a story about stepping into the
darkness with confidence and grace, aware on some
profound level — as were Burton and Speke — that
the Promised Land we are searching for is not some
lost corner of the world, but a place within ourselves.

The Reef
Dive into one of the true wonders of the world, the
Great Barrier Reef. Iain McCalman introduces us to
the dramatic story of the reef and the explorers, 
scientists, artists, divers, indigenous peoples, and cast-
aways who have been captivated by it from Captain
Cook to today’s research on climate change. The Reef: 
A Passionate History ($27, Scientific American,
9780374248192) combines romantic history, stories,
cutting-edge science, personal reflection and gorgeous
images for a fascinating look at this spectacular 
environment.

The Nile
Renowned Egyptologist Toby Wilkinson takes us on a
hypnotic journey along the Nile River, introducing us
to mysterious and fabled characters — like the gods,
godlike pharaohs, emperors and empresses, who
joined their fate to the Nile and gained immortality —
and the adventurers, archeologists, and historians who
have fallen under its spell in The Nile ($27.95, Knopf,
9780385351553). Wilkinson’s storytelling offers both
panoramas and close-ups of a fascinating part of the
world.
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Rodale’s 21st-Century Herbal
One of life’s simple pleasures is to have an herb garden
or a small pot to grow herbs. Herbs have been an
extraordinary gift from Mother Nature, giving us herbs
for cooking, healing and well-being, even scenting our
home. Michael Balick, Director of The Institute of
Economic Botany at The New York Botanical Garden,
and Dr. Andrew Weil, leader in the field of integrative
medicine, provide an A-to-Z encyclopedia of 180 of the
most useful herbs from around the globe in Rodale’s
21st-Century Herbal ($35, Rodale, 9781609618049), a
fascinating guide to living with nature’s most powerful
plants.

The Simple Art of Vegetarian Cooking
Head to the farmers market or produce stand once
you’ve taken in the concept of working with recipe
“templates” and Martha Rose Shulman guarantees
you’ll always be able to whip up a simple, mouth-water-
ing, healthy fresh dish. From a frittata to omelet, rice
bowl to pasta dish, side to meatless main dish, The
Simple Art of Vegetarian Cooking ($32.50, Rodale,
9781623361297) will help you enjoy cooking and eating
what’s in season. 

The Family Cooks
There is so much evidence that we’re healthier and
happier when we have most of our meals at home.
Laurie David, producer of the new documentary “Fed
Up!”, works with her longtime collaborator, Kirstin
Uhrenholdt, to offer recipes that involve kids with the
cooking process in The Family Cooks ($27.99, Rodale,
9781623362508). Kids can have fun in the kitchen, help
select and prepare meals, and learn more about the
food that keeps them healthy and strong. It’s a great
season to enjoy simple, tasty meals that are incredibly
good for you.

Project Kid
Who knew that a body-wash bottle makes a perfect
rocket ship? Whether it’s raining or the kids are just
bored, Amanda Kingloff comes to the rescue with DIY
craft projects using everyday objects and materials in
Project Kid: 100 Ingenious Crafts for Family Fun ($22.95,
Artisan, 9781579655143). Kids will get excited about all
of their creations. Perfect for parents, grandparents,
camp leaders and teachers.

Yay, Summer!
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Beloved Strangers
One of Maria Chaudhuri’s early memories growing up in
Dhaka was planning to run away with her friend Nadia.
Home was not an especially unhappy place, but in
Maria’s family, joy was ephemeral. With a mother who
yearned for the mountains and the solitariness and free-
dom to pursue her own dreams and career, and a charis-
matic but distant father who found it difficult to express
emotion, they never were able to hold on to happiness for
very long. Beloved Strangers ($26, Bloomsbury,
9781620406229) is Maria’s moving account of growing up
and a meditation on why people leave their homes and
work to find a place to belong.

Step Out of Your Story
Every life is an unfolding story and how we tell our story
matters. Kim Schneiderman uses the power of story in
her work as a therapist and writer to look at the powerful
narratives, characters, and plots that shape our lives. In
Step Out of Your Story: Writing Your Way to the Life You
Want ($15.95, New World Library, 9781608682324), we
learn to examine our own big-picture story lines to under-
stand ways to shape our actions, relationships — and out-
comes.

Have a Nice Guilt Trip
Favorite mother/daughter duo Lisa Scottoline (Why My
Third Husband Will Be a Dog) and Francesca Serritella
returns with a new collection of warm and witty stories
that will strike a chord with every woman. With twenty-
something Francesca navigating New York City, Lisa
holding down the fort in the suburbs, and Mother Mary
making frequent and always entertaining appearances,
there are plenty of opportunities for family-induced guilt,
fighting, laughter, and love. Have a Nice Guilt Trip
($24.99, St. Martin’s, 9780312640095) is one you’ll savor
and want to share.

Available
6/10

he thing about love is that we can’t
control whether we get it, but we can
control whether we give it. And each

feels as good as the other. Your heart doesn’t
know if it’s loving a man, a book, or a puppy. 
If your heart were that smart, it would be
your brain.

— Lisa Scottoline 



James Wilson recommends
Going Somewhere: A Bicycle Journey Across America
Brian Benson has no idea what to do with his life, so he decides to ride a bike from his
hometown in Wisconsin to somewhere — which is probably Portland, with his new girl-
friend. Benson eschews the advice of more experienced cyclists so he can have a more
real experience, and for good or bad, he definitely does. At times self-absorbed and a lit-
tle naive, Benson is certainly an honest narrator. Benson and his partner are continually
shocked and delighted by the kindness offered them by strangers. Through the literal ups
and downs, the headwinds and candy all made me want to ride my bike after reading
Going Somewhere ($16, Plume, 9780142180648). Their trip is a delight to read about.

Veronica K. A. Brooks-Sigler recommends
Time of the Locust
What do we know of the private minds and worlds of others? Left in the vacuum of
her husband’s crime and subsequent arrest, Brenda Thompson wants only to reach

and shelter her son, Sephiri, who has autism. Sephiri, who describes his space as the World
of Water and his mother’s as the Land of Air, wants only to make her understand him. Told

from multiple omniscient perspectives, in Time of the Locust ($25, Atria, 9781476731353),
Morowa Yejide has carved out filigreed figures of mother and son, father and brother, keep-

er and kept, where boundaries do not exist and what we think we know does not mean much. Yejide
entrances the reader with pain, power, and relief.

May We Recommend …

dreams for children. What she hopes to find is solace with “Bootsie,” her dear grand-
mother who raised her, a Walker woman with a knack for making everything all right.
But instead she finds that her grandmother has died and that her estranged mother
is drifting further away from her memories. Now Vivien is forced into the unexpect-
ed role of caretaker, challenging her personal quest to find the girl she herself once
was. With the knowledge that there is now only one way to rediscover herself, Vivien
begins to uncover the secrets of her family and break the cycle of loss that has haunt-
ed her family for generations. 
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OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
3rd Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, June 21, 10:30 am
Live by Night by Dennis Lehane
Boston, 1926. The ‘20s are roaring. Liquor is flowing, bullets are flying, and one
man sets out to make his mark on the world. Joe Coughlin, the youngest son of a
prominent Boston police captain, has long since turned his back on his strict and
proper upbringing. Live by Night ($ 16.99, Wm. Morrow, 9780062197757), the riv-
eting story of one man’s rise from Boston petty thief to the Gulf Coast’s most suc-
cessful rum runner, will be the center of our discussion.

Saturday, July 19, 10:30 am
This month’s selection to be announced.

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
2nd Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, June 14, 10:30 am
Ancillary Justice by Ann Leckie
Join us for a discussion of Nebula and Arthur C. Clarke Award nominated debut
author Ann Leckie’s Ancillary Justice ($15, Orbit, 9780316246620), a stunning
space opera that asks what it means to be human in a universe guided by artificial
intelligence.

Saturday, July 12, 10:30 am
Nexus by Ramez Naam
In the near future, the experimental nano-drug Nexus can link humans together,
mind to mind. There are some who want to improve it, those who want to eradi-
cate it, a others who just want to exploit it. When a young scientist is caught
improving Nexus, he’s thrust over his head into a world of danger and internation-
al espionage — and we realize there is far more at stake than anyone realizes in
Nexus ($14.99, Angry Robot, 9780857662934).

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

BOOK CLUBS

— continued from back page —

Where’s Waldo? It’s no surprise that Waldo has
chosen to hang out near his favorite bookstore in
beautiful uptown New Orleans for his vacation
this July! The famous children’s book character
in the striped shirt and black-rimmed specs is out
hobnobbing at different independent local shops
all around Octavia Books — from ice cream par-
lors, snowball stands, chocolate shops, and bak-
eries to toy stores, hobby shops, movie theaters,
and bike shops. Those who spot him can win
prizes, including stickers, book coupons and
more, with the top prize being a six-volume
deluxe set of Waldo books.

Anyone who wishes to participate can drop by Octavia Books to pick up a
“Find Waldo Local in New Orleans!” passport with the names of all the par-
ticipating business, and get their passport stamped or signed for each Waldo
they spot starting July 1st.

The first 100 Waldo seekers to get their passports stamped or signed at ten
or more sites can bring their passports back to Octavia Books to collect
prizes. Collecting store stamps or signatures at 20 or more businesses will
entitle diligent seekers to entry in a grand prize drawing at a special Waldo
party at 5:00 p.m. on July 31. There is no charge to participate. And the hunt
lasts for the entire month of July.

Available
6/10

Find Waldo in 
Uptown New Orleans



NICHOLAS MEIS
New Orleans Hurricanes from the Start
Tuesday, June 3, 6 pm
According to the US Army Corps of Engineers, the city of New
Orleans is twice as likely to be struck by a hurricane as any other
metropolitan area bordering the Gulf of Mexico. In New Orleans
Hurricanes from the Start ($23.95, Pelican, 9781455619399), author

Nicholas J. Meis with his co-writer David F. Bastian explore the historical records
of storms that have affected the region in and around south Louisiana since the
first colonizers set foot on the Mississippi delta. Using letters, personal diaries,
official records, newspaper articles, and expert analyses, they delve into the
effects of the monstrous storms that have irreparably impacted south Louisiana,
including what went awry during Katrina in 2005. Join us to listen to the history
of hurricanes in NOLA, the evolution of protection systems, and what we can do
to avoid another catastrophe.

ED BRANLEY
New Orleans Jazz
Thursday, June 5, 6 pm
From the 1890s to World War I, from uptown to Faubourg Treme
and out to the lakefront, New Orleans embraced American jazz.
Local musicians nurtured jazz, matured it, and passed it on to oth-
ers. Some left the city to make their names elsewhere, while oth-

ers stayed, playing the clubs, marching in the parades, and sending loved ones
home with “jazz funerals.” Older musicians mentored younger ones, preserving
the traditions that give New Orleans such an exciting jazz scene today. Join us to
listen to Ed Branley discuss New Orleans Jazz ($21.99, Arcadia, 9781467111713).

SCOTT COWEN
The Inevitable City: The Resurgence of New Orleans 
and the Future of Urban America
Tuesday, June 10, 7 pm
Jewish Community Center, 5342 St. Charles Ave.
After seven years of service as the president of Tulane
University, Scott Cowen watched the devastation of his beloved
New Orleans at the hands of Hurricane Katrina. When govern-

ment officials couldn’t find their way to decisive action, Cowen quickly partnered
with a coalition of civic, business, and nonprofit leaders looking to work around
the old institutions to revitalize and transform New Orleans. With The Inevitable
City ($ 27, Palgrave Macmillan, 9781137278869), Cowen presents 10 principles
that changed the game for this city, and, if adopted, can alter the curve for any
business, endeavor, community — and perhaps even a nation.

ANDRE DUBUS III
Dirty Love
Thursday, June 12, 6 pm
Beloved and celebrated author Dubus (House of Sand and Fog)
joins us for the paperback release of Dirty Love ($14.95, Norton,
9780393348910), a heartbreakingly beautiful book of linked novel-
las in which characters walk out the back door of one story and
into the next, love is “dirty” tangled up with need, power, bore-
dom, ego, fear, and fantasy. Slivered by happiness and discontent,

aging and death, but also persistent hope and forgiveness, these profound narratives
express extraordinary tenderness toward human beings, our vulnerable hearts and
bodies, our fulfilling and unfulfilling lives alone and with others.

ALAN FURST
Midnight In Europe
Thursday, June 19, 6 pm
Paris, 1938. As the shadow of war darkens Europe, democratic
forces on the Continent struggle against fascism and communism,
while in Spain the war has already begun. Alan Furst, whom
Vince Flynn has called “the most talented espionage novelist of
our generation,” now gives us a taut, suspenseful, romantic, and
richly rendered novel of spies and secret operatives in Paris and

New York, in Warsaw and Odessa, on the eve of World War II. 

About Midnight In Europe ($27, RH, 9781400069491), Booklist writes: “Through
multiple novels, Furst has illuminated moments of reluctant courage and desperate
love in a world teetering on the edge of destruction. He does so again here, and, as
always, he does it exquisitely. . . . Furst is a master of mood, but, above all, he is able
to show how the most personal of emotions — love, especially —drives the actions
of men and women caught in a time of peril.”

KAREN WHITE
A Long Time Gone
Friday, June 20, 6 pm
Karen White joins us in our string of programs with New York Times
bestselling authors with her latest, A Long Time Gone ($25.95, NAL,
9780451240460), a page-turning novel about Southern culture, the pow-
erful bond of family, and the courage to face destruction.
When Vivien Walker left her home in the Mississippi Delta, she swore
never to go back. But in the spring, nine years to the day since she’d left,

that’s exactly what happens — Vivien returns, fleeing from a broken marriage and her lost
— continued on page 11 —

KHALED HOSSEINI
And the Mountains Echoed
Sunday, June 8, 5:30 pm
Temple Sinai, 6227 St. Charles Ave. (at Calhoun)
With more than ten million copies sold in the United States of
The Kite Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns,  and more
than thirty-eight million copies sold worldwide in more than
seventy countries, Khaled Hosseini is one of most widely read
and beloved novelists in the entire world. Hosseini is a
Goodwill Envoy to the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, the UN Refugee Agency, and the founder of
The Khaled Hosseini Foundation, a nonprofit which provides
humanitarian assistance to the people of Afghanistan.

Join us for a very special evening as Khaled Hosseini joins us
for the paperback release of And the Mountains Echoed ($16,
Riverhead, 9781594632389), An unforgettable novel about
finding a lost piece of yourself in someone else. 

Tickets are required: Each ticket admits one person and may
be exchanged at the event for a copy of And the Mountains
Echoed, to be signed by the author following his presentation.

Transportation: You may enjoy arriving via the St. Charles
Avenue Streetcar


