
Books We’ve Been Waiting For
The Signature of 
All Things
Elizabeth Gilbert, best-selling
author of Eat, Pray, Love, returns
to fiction with a spellbinding story
that follows the fortunes of the
Whittaker family. Spanning much
of the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, The Signature of All Things
($28.95, Viking, 978-0-670-02485-8)
introduces us to the enterprising Henry Whittaker — a
poor-born Englishman who makes a great fortune in the
South American quinine trade, eventually becoming the
richest man in Philadelphia. We then meet Henry’s brilliant
botanist/researcher daughter Alma, and the utopian artist
with whom she falls in love, Ambrose Pike. What unites this
unlikely couple is a desperate need to understand the
workings of this world and the mechanisms behind all life.
They bear witness to that extraordinary moment in human
history when all the old assumptions about science,
religion, commerce, and class were exploding into
dangerous new ideas. Unforgettable characters abound in
this meticulously researched tale that is certain to capture
the hearts and minds of readers. Avail. 10/1

Songs of Willow Frost
If you loved Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet, you’ll
love Jamie Ford’s latest, Songs of Willow Frost ($26,
Ballantine, 978-0-345-52202-3), a tale of two souls — a
boy with dreams for his future and a
woman escaping her haunted past —
both seeking love, hope, and
forgiveness. Twelve-year-old William
Eng has lived at an orphanage since his
mother died five years earlier. On his
birthday, he’s taken to the movies,
where he sees the actress Willow Frost
on screen, and believes that it’s really
his mother. Determined to prove that
his mother is still alive, William escapes
from the orphanage with his friend
Charlotte. The pair not only must
navigate the streets, but also the
mysteries of William’s past. Anyone

who has ever longed for the
comforts of family and a place
to call home will resonate with
this powerful yet tender story
filled with hope, laughter and
tears.

The Lowland
Jhumpa Lahiri has garnered all
kinds of awards for her writing,
from the Pulitzer Prize for her

debut, Interpreter of Maladies, to being long-listed for the
2013 Man Booker Prize for her latest novel, The Lowland
($27.95, Knopf, 978-0-307-26574-6). Born just fifteen
months apart, Subhash and Udayan Mitra are inseparable
brothers, one often mistaken for the other in the Calcutta
neighborhood where they grow up. But they are also
opposites — one charismatic and impulsive, the other
dutiful — with gravely different futures ahead. In the 1960s,
Udayan risks all in a rebellion waged to eradicate inequity
and poverty, while Subhash pursues scientific research in
America. When Subhash learns what has happened to his
brother, he returns to India, hoping to pick up the pieces of
a shattered family, and to heal the wounds Udayan left
behind. Lahiri is at the height of her writing prowess in this
tale of two brothers bound by tragedy, a fiercely brilliant
woman haunted by her past, a country torn by revolution,
and a love that lasts long past death.
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Autumn is a special time of year, a
season we welcome because it invites
us to settle back into our routines and
schedules, pull out some favorite
recipes to savor seasonal foods, and
look forward to the upcoming
holidays. Soon the calendar will have
changed to 2014, and we’ll wonder
how the days and months could have
slipped away so quickly.

Although publishers keep finding new ways to give us enhanced
previews of the titles they are offering for the next season, there’s
nothing like opening up a shipment to see and hold the finished
books. We think you’ll just love meeting Mr. Wuffles in the whimsical
cat illustrations in a new picture book by Caldecott medalist David
Wiesner.  Our own New Orleans-based James Beard award-winning
Chef John Besh revisits the locations, lessons, and mentors that
shaped his culinary journey in Cooking from the Heart – and he will
launch the book here at Octavia Books on October 29.

We’re also thrilled to see many of our favorite novelists return with
not just mediocre stories, but with even more remarkable writing.
But, perhaps our most favorite moments are welcoming books by the
debut novelists whose works deserve to be discovered and enjoyed.

When you visit Octavia Books, we want you to know that we have
hand selected the books that greet you on tables and bookcases in
every section of the store. While there are millions of books available
today – and we can get most everything for you within a few days –
you can count on coming here for an experience that broadens your
reading, enriches your life, and helps you discover special gifts. All of
us here read, talk about our new favorites, and love helping you find
your next great read ... or the next great gift for that special occasion.

Since we are entering the gift-giving season, we want to give a
heartfelt plug for buying books for gifts for the holidays and all
throughout the year. When you buy someone a special book that
relates to an interest or aspect of their lives, you’re saying you know
and care about them. A beautiful novel, an entertaining book about
history, a delicious cookbook with gorgeous photos, even a book
about realizing hopes and dreams allows you to make that
meaningful connection. Just give us some direction and we’re happy
to gather some recommendations. And when you’ve made your
selections, we’re pleased to gift wrap them for you so you can happily
be on your way.

We can choose to spend our minutes and hours reacting to the latest
post, tweet or text, yet we want the years to bring us peace and joy,
and lives that are enriched with authentic personal connections. Our
wish is that you enjoy the season and take moments to read and savor
what is good, creative, and remarkable about life.

It may be the season for gratitude, but we want you to know we are
always appreciative that you support us and other locally-owned
businesses all year long.

See you soon at Octavia Books!

LOCAL FLAVORSDear Booklover,
What the Sleepy Animals Do at the Audubon Zoo
Have you ever taken a child to the zoo and had to explain
why the animals were not as active as they expected? That’s
what happened to Renee’s father when he took his
daughter to New Orleans’ Audubon Zoo. What the Sleepy
Animals Do at the Audubon Zoo ($21.95, 9780988760301),
written, illustrated and set in New Orleans, captures the
charm of the city with rich illustrations by John Clark IV
and Alyson Kilday and playful rhyme by Grace Millsaps
and Ryan Murphy.

Louisiana Eats!: The People, the Food, 
and Their Stories
Fascinating stories on traditional foods and the people who
preserve them for future generations grace the pages of Louisiana
Eats! ($24.95, Pelican, 9781455618767) a delightful book
peppered with radio host Poppy Tooker’s signature joie de vivre.

New Orleans Con Sabor Latino
Drawing on the rich Latino culture and history of New Orleans,
Zella Palmer Cuadra presents thirteen New Orleanian Latinos
from diverse backgrounds in this celebration of recipes and
stories. You’ll find the most interesting and authentic recipes
from street cart vendors, farmers markets, and restaurants
known for their fine dining. Discover a delicious mix of
traditional recipes and new flavors in New Orleans Con Sabor
Latino ($35, Univ Press of Mississippi, 9781617038952).

Southern Living No Taste Like Home: 
Celebrating Local Flavors from Across the South
The recipes presented in Southern Living No Taste Like Home ($27.95,
Oxmoor House, 9780848739621) are what distinguish and bind
Southern culture. Embracing the cultural identity of towns large and
small all throughout the South, the collection provides us with recipes,
stories, and highlights of all the unique regional flavors —from the
Heartland of Dixie to Cajun Country, from The Coastal South to
Bluegrass, Bourbon and BBQ Country and all points in between.

Unfathomable City: A New Orleans Atlas
A brilliant reinvention of the traditional atlas, Unfathomable City ($29.95,
Univ of California Press, 9780520274044) by Rebecca Solnit and Rebecca
Snedeker provides a vivid, complex look at the multi-faceted nature of
New Orleans. More than twenty essays assemble a chorus of vibrant
voices, including geographers, scholars of sugar and bananas, the city’s
remarkable musicians, prison activists, environmentalists, Arab and
Native voices, and local experts, as well as the multiple authors’
compelling contributions. 

Roll with It: Brass Bands in the Streets of New Orleans
Matt Sakakeeny offers a firsthand account of the contradictory lives of
New Orleans brass-band musicians in Roll with It ($23.95, Duke Univ
Press, 9780822355670). They are celebrated as cultural icons within the
music scene; outside it, they are treated as faceless black males —
subject to poverty, racial marginalization, and urban violence.



These Characters Will Leave Lasting Impressions
The Goldfinch
Donna Tartt established herself as a gifted writer in
1992 with the release of her first novel, The Secret
History. She knows how to tell a suspense-filled story,
populated with unforgettably vivid characters, and in
this case, a painting called The Goldfinch ($30, Little,
Brown, 9780316055437). Theo Decker, abandoned at
thirteen by his father after his mother is killed, cherish-
es the painting over the years that follow, as Tartt
plumbs the deepest mysteries of love, identity, and art.

The Supreme Macaroni Company
We came to know Valentine Roncalli in Adriana
Trigiani’s other novels, Very Valentine, Brava, Valentine,
and last year’s hit, The Shoemaker’s Wife. As Valentine
tries to maintain the 100-year-old family shoe business,
she complicates her life by falling in love with Gianluca,
a tanner whose secrets start to emerge on Christmas Eve.
The Supreme Macaroni Company ($25.99, Harper,
9780062136589) is a heartbreaking story of family, work,
romance, and the unexpected twists of life and fate.

The Longest Ride
Nicholas Sparks is one of the world’s most beloved sto-
rytellers. His novels include eleven #1 New York Times
bestsellers, like The Rescue and Nights in Rodanthe. The
Longest Ride ($27, Grand Central, 9781455520657) tells
a story of two couples who have little in common, and
who are separated by years and experience. Their lives
converge with unexpected poignancy, reminding us all
that even the most difficult decisions can yield extraor-
dinary journeys: beyond despair, beyond death, to the
farthest reaches of the human heart.

Enon
Paul Harding won the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for his novel
Tinkers, with protagonist George Crosby. George’s
grandson Charlie takes center stage in Harding’s latest,
Enon ($26, Random House, 9781400069439). Following
the death of his daughter and dissolution of his mar-
riage, Charlie is mired in grief and regret. Along the
way, Charlie’s encounters are brought to life by his wit,
his insights into history, and his yearning to understand
the big questions.

Dirty Love
In four linked novellas, characters walk out the back
door of one story and into the next, where love is “dirty”
— tangled up with need, power, boredom, ego, fear,
and fantasy. The characters we meet in Dirty Love
($25.95, W.W. Norton, 9780393064650), by Andre
Dubus III, face happiness and discontent, aging and
death, but also persistent hope and forgiveness. In these
narratives, Dubus expresses extraordinary tenderness
toward human beings, our vulnerable hearts and bod-
ies, our fulfilling and unfulfilling lives alone and with
others.

The Rosie Project
Don Tillman, an oddly charming and socially chal-
lenged genetics professor, has never made it past a first
date. But believing that there’s someone for everyone,
he embarks on the “Wife Project,” in search of the per-
fect partner. Barmaid Rosie Jarman certainly doesn’t fit
the bill, but her search for her biological father
intrigues the DNA expert. As their unlikely relationship
blossoms, Don comes to realize that love is not always
what looks good on paper. The Rosie Project ($24, Simon
& Schuster, 9781476729084), by Graeme Simsion, is a
laugh-out-loud love story that you’ll love.

The Lion Seeker
Isaac Helger is stuck between the urgent ambitions of
his mother — who knows what it takes to survive — and
his new-found freedom in a new world while still carry-
ing the burden of old-world responsibilities. Kenneth
Bonert brings to life South Africa, its Jewish communi-
ty, its energy and brawny vernacular, as Isaac struggles
toward his goals against the specter of a dark family
secret and against his own impetuous temper and sen-
suous nature in The Lion Seeker ($28, Houghton/
Harcourt, 9780547898049). Even with Zulu, Afrikaans,
and Yiddish dialect, you’ll still be engrossed by this
powerful novel.
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What would our 
community be without an
independent bookstore? 

If you find it here, 
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Identical
It looks as if best-selling author Scott Turow drew upon the
myth of Castor and Pollux for inspiration in his latest, Identical
($28, Grand Central, 9781455527205). Paul Giannis is about to
run for mayor, when his identical twin Cass is released from
prison 25 years after pleading guilty to having killed his girl-
friend and former neighbor, Athena Kronos. When a new inves-
tigation of Athena’s death is opened, a complex web of murder,
sex and betrayal unfolds to reveal a chilling truth: people will
believe what they want to believe.

Burial Rites
Set in Iceland in 1829, Hannah Kent’s brilliant debut, Burial
Rites ($26, Little, Brown, 9780316243919), is based on a real-life
story of a young woman sent to an isolated farm after killing her
former master — there are no prisons in the area. As she awaits
execution, she confides in a priest, and slowly tells her side of the
story. How can Agnes hope to endure when her life depends
upon the stories told by others?

Just One Evil Act
Detective Sergeant Barbara Havers will do anything to help her
friend, Taymullah Azhar, after his daughter is taken by Angelina,
her mother. Never having married, Azhar has no standing and 
no claim to his daughter. But when Angelina calls in a panic after
Hadiyyah has been kidnapped, Havers and her partner, Inspector
Lynley, must decide what matters most, and how far they’re will-
ing to go to protect it. Just One Evil Act ($29.95, Dutton,
9780525952961), by Elizabeth George, is crime-writing at its best.

Accused
Edgar Award-winning author Lisa Scottoline revolution-
ized crime fiction when she introduced her all-female
law firm of Rosato & Associates. The partners are at it
again in Accused ($26.99, St. Martin’s Press,
9781250027658), as they investigate a potential case of
wrongful imprisonment with the aid of a 13-year-old
genius — much to the chagrin of one of the most power-
ful families in the country. Gut-wrenching suspense will
keep you turning the pages!

Favorite 
Thriller Writers
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Available
10/15

Available
10/15

Available
10/29

Perfect Ruin
Morgan Stockhour knows getting too close to
the edge of Internment, the floating city in the
clouds where she lives, can lead to madness.
Even though her older brother, Lex, was a
Jumper, Morgan vows never to end up like him.
When a murder takes place and she meets the
accused, Morgan is convinced of his innocence
and is drawn to the secrets that lay at the heart

of the Internment. Bestselling author Lauren DeStefano
offers Perfect Ruin ($17.99, S&S, 9781442480612), the first in the
Internment series.

The Lord of Opium
As the teenage ruler of his own country, Matt
must cope with clones and cartels in this riveting
sequel to the modern classic House of the
Scorpion, winner of the National Book Award
and a Newbery Honor. Nancy Farmer’s The Lord
of Opium ($17.99, Atheneum, 9781442482548),
filled with horrors and beauty, amazing charac-
ters and moral themes, is well worth the wait.  

Battle Magic
Bestselling author Tamora Pierce returns to the
magical world of Winding Circle with Battle
Magic ($17.99, Scholastic, 9780439842976), set
two years before the events of The Will of the
Empress and Melting Stones. Although treated
like royalty when they first arrive, the mages
soon discover that the emperor plans to invade
Gyongxi, posing a fatal threat to the home tem-
ple of the Living Circle religion. 

Steelheart
Brandon Sanderson, New York Times bestselling
author of the Mistborn Trilogy, returns with
Steelheart ($18.99, Delacorte, 9780385743563),
the first in a new action-packed series. At age
eight, David watched as his father was killed by
an Epic, a human with superhuman powers, and
now, ten years later, he joins the Reckoners —
the only people who are trying to kill the Epics
and end their tyranny.

Young
Adventures

Available
10/1



Woman-to-Woman
The MOST of Nora Ephron
A beautiful cornucopia of the work of the late, great
Nora Ephron, America’s favorite funny — and percep-
tive — writer, famous for her brilliant takes on life.
You’ll find her writings on journalism, feminism, and
being a woman, her devastating best-selling novel,
Heartburn, her hilarious and touching screenplay for
“When Harry Met Sally” plus her moving meditations
on aging and dying in The MOST of Nora Ephron ($35,
Knopf, 9780385350839). Stock up, you’ll want to give
this to all of your woman friends.

Sister Mother Husband Dog
Hollywood screenwriter and bestselling author Delia
Ephron returns with a memorable collection of open
and deep stories and essays about heartbreak, ambigui-
ty, and the daily absurdities in our lives in Sister Mother
Husband Dog: Etc. ($25.95, Blue Rider. 978039166556).
Anchored by a remembrance of losing her older sister,
Nora Ephron, the stories will make you laugh and cry
and want to read the whole book all over again. 

Chasing Utopia
The poetry of Nikki Giovanni has spurred movements
and inspired songs, turned hearts and informed genera-
tions. She’s been hailed as a healer and a national treas-
ure. But if her reputation is writ large upon the nation-
al stage, her heart resides in the everyday where family
and lovers gather, friends commune, and those no
longer with us are remembered. And at every gathering
there is food: food as sustenance, food as aphrodisiac,
food as memory. The poems in Chasing Utopia ($19.99,
Wm. Morrow, 9780688156978) are to be savored and
shared.

Bridget Jones: Mad About the Boy
Bridget Jones became one of the most beloved charac-
ters in modern fiction after Helen Fielding’s first two
novels charting the life of a thirty-something singleton
in London in the 1990s. In her latest, Bridget Jones: Mad
About the Boy ($25.95, Knopf, 9780385350860), Bridget
enters a new phase in life, and must face the challenges
of maintaining sex appeal as the years roll by. Be pre-
pared to LOL!

Who Asked You?
Family ties are tested and transformed in the new novel
from Terry McMillan, #1 New York Times bestselling
author of Waiting to Exhale and How Stella Got Her
Groove Back. The characters in Who Asked You? ($27.95,
Viking, 9780670785698) reveal how we live now — at
least as lived in a racially diverse Los Angeles neighbor-
hood. In her own inimitable style, McMillan casts an
intimate look at the burdens and blessings of family and
speaks to trusting your own judgment even when others
don’t agree.

We Are Water
Two-time Oprah pick author Wally Lamb’s new novel is
We Are Water ($29.99, Harper, 9780061941023), a lay-
ered portrait of marriage, family, and the inexorable
need for understanding and connection. After 27 years
of marriage and three children, Anna Oh has fallen in
love with Viveca, the wealthy Manhattan art dealer who
orchestrated her success. They plan to wed in the Oh
family’s hometown. But the wedding provokes some
very mixed reactions and opens a Pandora’s Box of toxic
secrets. Lamb draws a portrait of modern America,
exploring issues of class, changing social mores, the
legacy of racial violence, and the nature of creativity
and art.

The Night Guest
Ruth is widowed, and lives in an isolated beach house
outside of town. A stranger arrives at her door, claim-
ing to be a care worker sent by the government. With
Frida now inside her house, Ruth conjures unexpected
and unwelcome memories of her childhood in Fiji. The
Night Guest ($26, FSG, 9780865477735), Fiona
McFarlane’s hypnotic debut, is no simple tale of a crime
committed and a mystery solved. Instead, it is a won-
drous story about aging, love, trust, dependence, and
fear; and about people in places they shouldn’t be.

Available
10/29

Available
10/22

Available
10/1

Available
10/29

Available
10/15

I try to write parts for women that
are as complicated and interesting 
as women actually are.

— Nora Ephron
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Story Time, 
Together Time!

Mr. Wuffles
Three-time Caldecott medalist David Wiesner
“gets” cats. He introduces us to a cat named
Mr. Wuffles who ignores all his cat toys but
one, which turns out to be a spaceship pilot-
ed by small green aliens. When Mr. Wuffles
plays rough with the little ship, the aliens

must venture into the cat’s territory to make emergency
repairs. Mr. Wuffles ($17.99, Clarion, 9780618756612), truly a

one-of-a kind story, will become a household favorite. Ages 5-8.
Avail. 10/1

I See Kitty
Chloe loves kitties. She wants a cat so much
that she sees Kitty everywhere she goes: at
the bus stop, in her backyard, in the starry
night sky, even in her dreams. From debut
children’s book illustrator Yasmine Surovec
comes I See Kitty ($15.99, Roaring Brook,

9781596438620), a story so adorable that if you don’t already
love cats you will by the time you’re done reading it. Ages 2-5

Daisy Gets Lost
Caldecott medalist Chris Raschka (A Ball for
Daisy) returns with another Daisy the dog adven-
ture. Any child who has ever felt lost will relate to
Daisy’s despair upon finding herself in an unfa-
miliar part of the park after chasing a squirrel. In
Daisy Gets Lost ($17.99, Schwartz & Wade,

9780449817414), another nearly wordless picture book,
Daisy encounters the unease of being lost and the joys of being

found. Ages 3-7. Avail. 10/8

When Edgar Met Cecil
When Edgar’s family moves to a new town, every-
thing seems strange and scary. The kids look dif-
ferent. They dress weird. They eat strange food.
And the biggest, weirdest looking kid keeps star-
ing at Edgar. What does he want? Find out in
Kevin Luthardt’s When Edgar Met Cecil ($15.95,

Peachtree, 9781561457069), a tale about facing fears and
making friends. Ages 4-7

Come Back, Moon!
The moon is full and bright in the sky. So full, and so
bright, that Bear can’t sleep! So he steals the moon
from the sky and hides it away. But the other ani-
mals miss the beautiful, glowing moon and they set
out to get it back. A tender story by David
Kherdian — whose poetry and prose has been translat-
ed around the world — is paired with luminous watercolor illus-
trations from two-time Caldecott Medalist Nonny Hogrogian in 
Come Back, Moon! ($16.99, Beach Lane, 9781442458871). Ages 4-8. 

The Tortoise & the Hare
Jerry Pinkney’s most stunning masterpiece yet. Even
the slowest tortoise can defeat the quickest hare,
and even the proudest hare can learn a timeless les-
son from the most humble tortoise: “Slow and
steady wins the race!” Jerry Pinkney offers a stun-
ning masterpiece that embodies the bravery, perse-
verance, and humility we can all find inside our-
selves in The Tortoise & the Hare ($18, Little Brown,
9780316183567), a superbly rendered journey from starting line
to finish, Ages 5-8.

The Little Mermaid
Hans Christian Andersen’s timeless, beloved tale 
is faithfully reproduced in the new edition of The
Little Mermaid ($16.95, Applesauce Press,
9781604333770). Original art by acclaimed best-
selling illustrator Charles Santore is masterfully
reproduced using the most advanced technology to
bring these breathtaking illustrations to life like
never before. The adventures of the young mermaid princess
splash life across the pages of a story full of belonging, hope, love and sac-
rifice. A beautiful gift to be treasured by all ages in every home. 

Giving Thanks
The unique collaboration between Newbery Medal
winner Katherine Paterson and cut-paper artist
Pamela Dalton flowers in this important and stun-
ningly beautiful reflection on the act of giving thanks.
Giving Thanks ($18.99, Chronicle, 9781452113395)
pairs Paterson’s meditations on what it means to be
truly grateful with Dalton’s exquisite cut-paper illus-
trations in this collection of over 50 graces, poems, and praise songs from a
wide range of cultures, religions, and voices. Ages 8-12.

Available
10/1

Available
10/1

Available
10/15

Available
10/1
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The Whatnot
In the sequel to Stefan Bachmann’s acclaimed
debut novel The Peculiar, we meet unforgettable
new characters, including Pikey Thomas, a boy
who joins forces with Bartholomew to rescue
Hettie. Featuring nonstop action, mesmerizing
human and magical characters, and an unforget-
table story that will appeal to fans of Christopher
Paolini, Holly Black, and Susanna Clarke, The Whatnot ($16.99,
Greenwillow, 9780062195210) is a surprising and unforgettable
fantasy. Ages 8-12

The Rooftoppers
When authorities threaten to take twelve-year-old
Sophie from Charles, who has been her guardian
since she was one and both had survived a ship-
wreck, she escapes to Paris to try to find her moth-
er. Taking with her the only clue she has — the
address of a cello maker — Sophie meets Matteo
and his network of rooftoppers, urchins who live in
hidden places above the city. Will Sophie find her mother before
she’s caught and sent back? Find out in The Rooftoppers ($16.99,
S&S, 9781442490581), an imaginative and magical tale by
Katherine Rundell. Ages 8-12

Jane, the Fox, and Me
Helene has been inexplicably ostracized by the
girls who were once her friends. Her loving
mother is too tired to be of any help, but fortu-
nately, Helene has one consolation…Charlotte
Bronte’s Jane Eyre. In an emotionally honest and
visually stunning graphic novel, Jane, the Fox,
and Me ($19.95, Groundwood, 9781554983605) Isabelle Arsenault
reveals the casual brutality of which people are capable, but also
assures us that redemption can be found through connecting with
another, whether the other is a friend, a fictional character or even,
amazingly, a fox. Ages 11+

The Real Boy
On an island on the edge of an immense sea there
is a city, a forest, and a boy named Oscar. Oscar is
a shop boy for the most powerful magician in the
village and has long been content to stay in his
small room in the cellar, comforted that the magic
that flows from the forest will keep his island safe.
But when children in the city are falling ill, even
magic may not be enough to save it. The Real Boy ($16.99, Walden
Pond Press, 9780062015075) is a memorable story of magic, faith,
and friendship. Ages 8-12

Great
Escapes
Fortunately, the Milk
While picking up milk for his children’s cereal at the
corner store, a father is abducted by aliens and finds
himself on a wild adventure. Fortunately, the Milk
($14.99, HarperCollins, 9780062224071) is a hilari-
ous story of time-travel and breakfast cereal,
expertly told by Newbery Medalist and bestselling
author Neil Gaiman and illustrated by Skottie
Young. Ages 8-12

How to Catch a Bogle
Birdie McAdam, a ten-year-old orphan, is tougher
than she looks. She’s proud of her job as apprentice
to Alfred the Bogler, a man who catches monsters
for a living. Birdie lures the bogles out of their lairs
with her sweet songs, and Alfred kills them before
they kill her. On the mean streets of Victorian
England, hunting bogles is actually less dangerous

work — until the orphans of London start to disappear. How to
Catch a Bogle ($16.99, HMH, 9780544087088) is the first charm-
ing-yet-creepy adventure in a trilogy by Catherine Jinks. Ages 9-12

Island of Fire
The magical world of Artime is gone and the
Unwanteds are looking to Alex Stowe for answers.
While his twin brother Aaron continues to build his
army in Quill, a shocking twist reveals that Alex and
Aaron share a common enemy more dangerous
than either could have imagined. Island of Fire
($16.99, Aladdin, 9781442458451), the newest

installment in The Unwanteds series by Lisa McMann, will keep you
reading and wanting more of this fast-paced adventure. Ages 8-12

The Grimm Conclusion
Once upon a time, fairy tales were grim.
Cinderella’s stepsisters got their eyes pecked out
by birds. Rumpelstiltskin ripped himself in half.
Widely praised and beloved by children, adults,
and critics alike, Adam Gidwitz delivers a third
serving of eerie new landscapes and fear-inducing
creatures in The Grimm Conclusion ($16.99,

Dutton, 9780525426158), a story sure to delight — and
frighten. Ages 10+.

Available
10/8
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One Summer
Bill Bryson, one of the most admired nonfiction writers
of our time, retells the story of one truly fabulous year in
the life of our country, offering a fascinating and grip-
ping narrative featuring such outsized American heroes
as Charles Lindbergh and Babe Ruth, even Herbert
Hoover and a gallery of criminals (Al Capone),
eccentrics (Shipwreck Kelly), and closed-mouthed politi-
cians (Calvin Coolidge). It was the year Americans

attempted and accomplished outsized things and came of age in
a big, brawling manner. Bryson brings it all to life in One Summer:

America, 1927 ($28.95, Doubleday, 9780767919401). 

The Men Who United the States
Bestselling author Simon Winchester (The Professor and
the Madman) delivers his first book about America, a
fascinating popular history that illuminates the men who
toiled fearlessly to discover, connect, and bond the citi-
zenry and geography of the U.S.A. from its beginnings.
How did America become “one nation, indivisible?”
What unified a growing number of disparate states?
Winchester follows in the footsteps of America’s most

essential explorers, mavericks, thinkers, and innovators to tell the
story in The Men Who United the States ($29.99, Harper, 9780062079602).

The Bully Pulpit
After her stellar portraits of Presidents Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Abraham Lincoln, Doris Kearns Goodwin
wields her magic on another larger-than-life president,
and another momentous and raucous American time
period as she brings Theodore Roosevelt, the muckrak-
ing journalists, and the Progressive Era to life in The
Bully Pulpit ($37.50, S&S, 9781416547860). Like
Goodwin’s chronicles of the Civil War and the Great

Depression, here she describes a time in our history that enlight-
ened and changed the country, ushered in the modern age, and pro-

duced some unforgettable men and women.

America’s 
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Available
10/15

Available
11/5

Camelot’s Court
John F. Kennedy purposefully put together a dynamic
team of advisors noted for their brilliance and acumen.
Far from being unified, this was an uneasy band of rivals
whose ambitions and clashing beliefs ignited fiery internal
debates. Presidential historian Robert Dallek, Kennedy’s
leading biographer, examines the brain trust whose con-
tributions to the successes and failures of Kennedy’s
administration were indelible in Camelot’s Court: Inside
the Kennedy White House ($32.50, Harper, 9780062065841).

Fire and Light
Pulitzer Prize-winning author James MacGregor Burns
brilliantly illuminates the two-hundred-year conflagra-
tion of the Enlightenment, when audacious questions
and astonishing ideas tore across Europe and the New
World, transforming thought, overturning governments,
and inspiring visionary political experiments. With a par-
ticular focus on early thinker-activists like Franklin,
Adams, Jefferson, and Madison, Burns explores the
ideals and arguments that formed the foundation of the modern
world and relates them to the struggles around the world today
in Fire and Light ($27.99, St. Martin’s, 9781250024893).

Double Down
John Heilemann and Mark Halperin set the national
conversation on fire with their bestselling account of the
2008 presidential election, Game Change. Double Down
Game Change 2012 ($29.95, Penguin Press,
9781594204401) offers a panoramic account of a cam-
paign at once intensely hard fought and lastingly conse-
quential. Drawn from hundreds of interviews with people
who lived the story, Heilemann and Halperin present an
explosive account of the exhilarating 2012 presidential election.

Thank You for Your Service
Where do soldiers belong after their homecoming? Is it
possible, or even reasonable, to expect them to rejoin
their communities as if nothing has happened? David
Finkel (The Good Soldiers) now turns his attention to
what happens after war. Thank You for Your Service ($27,
Sarah Crichton, 9780374180669), a shocking yet deeply
humane act of understanding, connects us with those who
must live the rest of their lives with the chilling realities 
of war. 

Available
10/29

Available
10/8

Available
11/5

Available
10/1



Reshaping Our World
David and Goliath
Malcolm Gladwell (The Tipping Point) returns, chal-
lenging us to rethink our assumptions about obstacles
and disadvantages in David and Goliath: Underdogs,
Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants ($29, Little Brown,
9780316204361). Using examples to demonstrate how
much of what is beautiful and important in the world
arises from what looks like suffering and adversity,
Gladwell again pushes us to reshape the way we think of
disadvantages in the world around us.

Sometimes You Win, 
Sometimes You Learn
After we’ve experienced disappointment and loss is
often a time that we learn the most. John Maxwell (The
21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership) shows how to turn a
set-back into a step forward by looking at the eleven
elements that make up the DNA of those who learn in
his new book, Sometimes You Win, Sometimes You Learn
($26, Center Street, 9781599953694). Maxwell points
out that experience isn’t necessarily the best teacher —
it’s what you learn from the experience.

Thinking in New Boxes
To make sense of the world, we all rely on assumptions,
on models — on what Luc de Brabandere and Alan Iny
from the Boston Consulting Group call “boxes.” If we
are unaware of our boxes, they can blind us to risks and
opportunities. But simply thinking “out of the box” is
not the answer. The authors suggest that true ingenuity
needs structure, hard analysis, and bold brainstorming.
Thinking in New Boxes: A New Paradigm for Business
Creativity ($28, Random House, 9780812992953) is per-
fect for anyone ready for a fresh new way to open
worlds of possibility.  

An Appetite for Wonder
Richard Dawkins (The Selfish Gene and The God
Delusion), the evolutionary biologist and world famous
atheist, discusses his own evolution as a scientist,
including his intellectual wake-up call at Oxford in his
memoir An Appetite for Wonder ($27.99, Ecco,
9780062225795). This fascinating story begins with his
birth in colonial Kenya during WWII and concluding
with the release of his first groundbreaking book, leav-
ing us ready for the next volume.

Dogfight
The rise of smartphones and tablets has been a game-
changer in how we think about technology. At the cen-
ter of this change are Apple and Google, two compa-
nies locked in a feud that is being played out in the mar-
ketplace and in courts around the globe. Fred
Vogelstein, who has reported on this rivalry and has
access to its major players, takes us into the offices and
boardrooms to witness the strategies and practices that
will determine not only the devices that will dominate,
but who will control content as well. Dogfight: How
Apple and Google Went to War and Started a Revolution
($28, FSG, 9780374109202) is packed with vivid details
and reads like a captivating novel.

Hatching Twitter
Nick Bilton of The New York Times takes us behind the
scenes to show what happened inside Twitter as it grew
at exponential speeds. Hatching Twitter ($28.95,
Portfolio, 9781591846017) is a tale of betrayed friend-
ships and high-stakes power struggles as the four
founders — Biz Stone, Evan Williams, Jack Dorsey, and
Noah Glass — went from everyday engineers to wealthy
celebrities. It’s a portrait of fame, influence, and power
and also the fascinating story of the global influence of
Twitter, which has been used to help overthrow govern-
ments and disrupt the very fabric of the way people
communicate.

Boundaries in an Overconnected World
While the Internet has offered convenience, it can
sometimes be eerie just how much data is collected
about us with each click and social media entry reveal-
ing one more thing about us. In Boundaries In an
Overconnected World ($14.95, NWL, 9781608681907),
Anne Katherine shows how to protect yourself online
— from predators and data mining to time-devouring
friends and acquaintances — while continuing to tweet,
browse, and watch funny videos online.

Available
10/1

Available
11/5

Available
10/15
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Available
10/8

The visionary starts with a 
clean sheet of paper, 

and re-imagines the world.
— Malcolm Gladwell



Survival Lessons
Alice Hoffman said she wrote Survival Lessons ($13.95,
Algonquin, 9781616203146) to remind herself of the
beauty of life, something that’s all too easy to overlook
during the crisis of illness or loss. Wise, gentle, and wry,
Hoffman teaches all of us how to choose what matters
most as we rebound from loss, reclaim our lives, and re-
envision everything from relationships with friends and
family to the way we see ourselves. Avail. 10/1

This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage
Ann Patchett, the author of six novels including
PEN/Faulkner Award winner Bel Canto, shares her
deepest commitments: to writing, family, friends, dogs,
books, and her husband in This is the Story of a Happy
Marriage ($27.99, Harper, 9780062236678). From her
childhood to her new bookstore, from a disastrous early
marriage to a later happy one, she takes us into her world
with the largest experiences and the smallest moments
that have helped shape her as a daughter, wife, and
writer.

The Art of Healing
In 1979, Bernie Siegel (Love, Medicine and Miracles), a
successful surgeon, took a class from Elisabeth Kubler-
Ross that focused on crayon drawing for healing, especial-
ly with patients facing life-threatening disease. What he
learned and put into practice often was deemed miracu-
lous and attracted attention. In The Art of Healing ($17.95,
NWL, 9781608681853), Dr. Siegel shows us how to com-
plement medical treatment with drawing to uncover our
own wisdom and assist our body’s innate desire to heal. 

What Are You Hungry For?
Deepak Chopra, a specialist in internal medicine and
endocrinology, is most known for his holistic approach to
health and wellness. In his latest work, What Are You
Hungry For? ($26, Harmony, 9780770437213), he turns to
showing the interconnection between weight loss, well-
being, and lightness of soul for lasting change in our lives.
A wonderful gift for all who are ready for the next step in
personal transformation.

Care. Share.
Celebrate.
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Available
11/5

Available
11/12

Mastering the Art of Soviet Cooking
Born in 1963 amidst an era of bread shortages, Anya von
Bremzen grew up in a communal Moscow apartment
where eighteen families shared one kitchen. Now a James
Beard Award-winning writer, she captures life under the
Red socialist banner in Mastering the Art of Soviet Cooking
($26, Crown, 9780307886811), a wildly inventive, tragi-
comic memoir of feasts, famines, and three generations.
With startling beauty and sardonic wit, Anya tells an inti-
mate yet epic story of life in that vanished empire known as the USSR — a
place where every edible morsel was packed with emotional and political
meaning. Funny and filled with passionate nostalgia. 

Bless This Food
Expressing thanks for food was one of the first acts of
worship. In an elegant collection by Adrian Butash, Bless
This Food: Ancient and Contemporary Graces from Around
the World ($14.95, NWL, 9781608682140) pairs blessings
with cultural context, connecting the day-to-day to the
mysterious and divine. Simple yet profound, insightful
and poetic, this collection is a recipe for cultivating grati-
tude on a daily basis. A beautiful and thoughtful hostess
or family gift.  

Sweetie-Licious Pies
A 16-time national pie-baking champion, Linda
Hundt truly believes in the ability of pies to spread
good will, one delicious bite at a time. In Sweetie-
Licious Pies: Eat Pie, Love Life ($26.95, Skirt!,
9780762787524), she shares the heartwarming stories
behind 52 of her signature pies. From classic to inno-
vative, each delicious recipe (using only the freshest
ingredients) is designed to inspire you to make what
will become your own family favorites. This warm-hearted, heirloom-style
cookbook serves up recipes with color photography enhanced by vintage
family photos. A perfect gift to share with siblings along with a few of your
own family recipes.

Monster Knits for Little Monsters
Dress your little darlings in animal-themed hats, mit-
tens, scarves and socks that will keep head, ears, and
neck warm and toasty. In Monster Knits for Little
Monsters ($22.99, Griffin, 9781250029836), expert knit-
ter Nuriya Khegay offers designs for little bears, owls,
frogs, foxes, sharks, robots, dinosaurs, bunnies, and
even Shrek-like ears, with loads of delightful ways to
dress up your child in charming creations that are
quick and easy to knit. Too cute!

Available
10/1



JOHN MOSIER
Verdun: The Lost History of the Most Important 
Battle of World War I, 1914-1918
Tuesday, October 1, 6 pm
Loyola Professor Mosier, called “one of the more entertainingly
contrarian military historians writing today” by The Washington
Times, offers a compelling reassessment of one of the most complex
and misunderstood clashes in the Great War with Verdun ($26.95,
NAL, 9780451414625).

ROBIN BRIDGES
The Morning Star: A Novel
Thursday, October 3, 4 pm
Necromancer Katerina Alexandrovna, Duchess of Oldenburg, wages
her final battle against Russia’s greatest threat — Konstantin the
Deathless — in The Morning Star ($17.99, Delacorte,
9780385740265), the final volume in The Katerina Trilogy.

KATHLEEN KENT
The Outcasts: A Novel
Thursday, October 3, 6 pm
Kent tells the taut, thrilling adventure set in Reconstruction-era
Texas and New Orleans about Jean Lafitte’s rumored buried
treasure, a manhunt, and a woman determined to make a new life for
herself in the old west in The Outcasts ($26, Little Brown,
9780316206129).

JOHN MILLIKEN THOMPSON
Love and Lament: A Novel
Monday, October 7, 6 pm
Set in rural North Carolina between the Civil War and the Great
War, Thompson’s Love and Lament ($15.95, Other, 9781590515877)
transports us back in time through brilliant characterizations and
historical details, to explore what it means to be a woman charting
her own destiny in a rapidly evolving world dominated by men. 

RODGER KAMENETZ
To Die Next To You: Poems & Drawings
Tuesday, October 8, 6 pm
Kamentez pairs his poetry with the drawings of master painter
Michael Hafftka to present verbal and visual displays of agony and
joy, destruction and falling, love and dying in To Die Next To You
($19.95, Six Gallery, 9781926616506), an utterly unique work that has
taken ten years to produce.

TIM PARRISH
Fear and What Follows: The Violent 
Education of a Christian Racist, a Memoir

The Jumper: A Novel
Thursday, October 10, 6 pm
Parrish joins us with his story of his working-class Southern
Baptist upbringing in Fear and What Follows ($28, Univ Press of
Mississippi, 9781617038662) and his award-winning novel The
Jumper ($26.95, Texas Review Press, 9781937875282), a dark and
funny story of a man who believes he’s an orphan and discovers
his past is stranger than he can image.

ALLAN GURGANUS
Local Souls: Three Novellas
Tuesday, October 15, 6 pm
Gurganus (Oldest Living Confederate Widow Tells All), one of
America’s most original and emotionally engaged storytellers,
joins us with his first book in over a decade. Local Souls ($25.95,
Liveright, 9780871403797) is a moving story written in a trio of
linked novellas, each ending with true force.

REBECCA THEIM
Hell and High Water: The Battle to Save 
the New Orleans Times-Picayune
Thursday, October 17, 6 pm
Theim tells the story in Hell and High Water ($26.95, Pelican,
9781455618811) of the vociferous grassroots battle to save The
Times-Picayune after its owner, New York media conglomerate
Advance Publications, slashed its veteran newsroom in a mass
layoff and turned the paper into a three-day-a-week publication,
initially making New Orleans the largest U.S. city without a daily
newspaper, and then triggering a ferocious newspaper war not
seen in decades. 

GEORGE PELECANOS
The Double: A Spero Lucas Mystery
Wednesday, October 23, 6 pm
Pelecanos returns with classic crime-fiction that shows that every
man has a dark side. Spero Lucas confronts his own in The Double
($26, Little Brown, 9780316078399), the most explosive thriller yet
from one of America’s best-loved crime writers.

BILL AYERS
Public Enemy: Confessions of an American Dissident
Friday, October 25, 6 pm
Labeled a “domestic terrorist” by the McCain campaign in 2008 and
used by the radical right in an attempt to castigate Obama, Ayers
reveals how he has navigated the challenges and triumphs of this
public life with steadfastness and a dash of good humor in Public
Enemy ($24.95, Beacon Press, 9780807032763).

JOHN PRITCHARD
Sailing to Alluvium
Monday, October 28, 6 pm
In the third installment in Pritchard’s critically acclaimed series,
Sailing to Alluvium ($27.95, New South, 9781588382696), we follow
the antics of Junior Ray and his buddy, Voyd Mudd with Pritchard’s
unique brand of dark funniness that closes the divide between
burlesque and metaphysics, fuses the profane with the sublime, and
uniquely explains the Deep South.

CHEF JOHN BESH
Cooking from the Heart
Book Signing & Tasting
Tuesday, October 29, 6 pm
James Beard Award-winning chef John Besh shares the lessons he
learned from his mentors through 140 accessible recipes and
cooking lessons. Cooking from the Heart ($40, Andrews McMeel,
9781449430566) is an engaging and satisfying read with lush
photography, inspiring personal stories and heartfelt memories,
and a rich expanse of culinary knowledge.

— Continued on back page —
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OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Saturday, October 19, 10:30 am
The Reluctant Fundamentalist by Moshin Hamid 

Saturday, November 16, 10:30 am
For this month’s selection, check with us online at
OctaviaBooks.com

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Saturday, October 12, 10:30 am
The Melancholy of Mechagirl by Catherynne Valente 

Saturday, October 9, 10:30 am
The Quantum Thief by Hannu Rajaniemi 

— Continued from page 11 —

SAMUEL FREEDMAN
Breaking the Line: The Season in Black 
College Football That Transformed the Sport 
and Changed the Course of Civil Rights
Wednesday, October 30, 6 pm
In September 1967, after three years of landmark civil rights 
laws and three months of devastating urban riots, the football season
began at Louisiana’s Grambling College and Florida A&M.
Freedman’s Breaking the Line ($28, S&S, 9781439189771) brings to
life the historic saga of the battle for the 1967 black college
championship, culminating in a riveting, excruciatingly close contest.

WILLIAM JOYCE
The Mischievians
Friday, November 1, 5 pm
Dr. Zooper answers questions about life’s ordinary puzzles, such
as why homework disappears or how a song gets stuck in one’s
head, in The Mischievians ($17.99, Atheneum, 9781442473478).
Perfect for kids ages 5-8 and those of us still puzzled by life’s all-
too-common annoyances.

WILLIAM CONESCU
Kara Was Here: A Novel
Wednesday, November 6, 6 pm
Conescu joins us for the release of Kara Was Here ($15.95, Soft Skull,
9781593765330), a novel that is at once a mystery about the dangers of
aging into adulthood, an exploration of truth and perception, and a
story about the ways we keep those we love with us — the people we’ve
lost, the people we no longer see, and the people we used to be.

FRANK de CARO
Stories of Our Lives: Memory, History, Narrative
Tuesday, November 12, 6 pm
In Stories of Our Lives ($26.95, Utah State Univ Press, 9780874218930)
de Caro offers the stories of his personal life as well as the stories he
has collected in his years of field research as he explores how the
stories we tell, listen to, and learn play an integral role in constructing
our temporal selves.

MIMI READ & TOM SCHEERER
Tom Scheerer Decorates
Wednesday, November 13, 6 pm
Combining classic, old-fashioned decorating with modernist
touches, simple, natural materials, Tom Scheerer is known for
sophisticated, relaxed and unpretentious décor. Join us as
Scheerer and Read discuss the interior design insights in Tom
Scheerer Decorates ($55, Vendome, 9780865653054).

DIANNE de LAS CASAS 
& HOLLY STONE-BARKER
The House That Santa Built 
Saturday, November 16, 1:30 pm
Come sing and clap along as we enjoy The House That Santa
Built ($16.99, Pelican, 9781455617500), a fun holiday story
written by Dianne de Las Casas with intricate paper-cut
illustrations by Holly Stone-Barker. 

AUSTIN RATNER
In the Land of the Living: A Novel
JCC Book Fair Luncheon
5342 St. Charles Avenue
Monday, November 18, 12 Noon
In an alternately heartbreaking and hilarious account of Leo’s
cross-country trip with his younger brother, they try to understand
their family, their relationship, and their futures in Ratner’s laugh-
out-loud novel, In the Land of the Living ($25.99, Reagan Arthur,
9780316206099). To register, contact the JCC at 504-897-0143.

SHERI FINK
Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death 
in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital
JCC Book Fair
5342 St. Charles Avenue
Wednesday, November 20, 7 pm
In a voice at once involving and fair, masterful and intimate,
Pulitzer Prize-winning medical journalist Fink exposes the hidden
dilemmas of end-of-life care and reveals just how ill-prepared we
are as Americans for the impact of large-scale disasters — and how
we can do better — in Five Days at Memorial ($27, Crown,
9780307718969). For details, contact the JCC at 504-897-0143.

SNOWDEN WRIGHT
Play Pretty Blues: A Novel
Tuesday, November 26, 6 pm
In his debut novel Play Pretty Blues ($14.95, Engine,
9781938126109), Wright captures the life of blues legend Robert
Johnson. Part researched reconstruction, part vivid imagination,
we learn about Johnson through the voices of his six wives,
revealing the husband and son inside the legend.

CAROLYN KOLB
New Orleans Memories: One Writer’s City
Saturday, November 30, 10:30 am
Celebrate Small Business Saturday with us as we welcome local
journalist Carolyn Kolb to take us on a virtual tour of her favorite
people and places. 
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