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A Celebration of the Seasons 
by Margaret Wise Brown
Fluffy clouds, butterflies, furry bunnies, and life from a 
bug’s-eye view: The stunning sequel to the New York Times best-
seller, A Celebration of the Seasons: Goodnight Songs celebrates
the wonder of nature all year long. This treasure of newly uncov-
ered verses receives loving treatment from 12 award-winning
artists, including Floyd Cooper, David Small, Molly Idle, 
and Bob Staake. From a little bear singing one morning in May
to a soft snowfall, mysterious and deep, each song is 
magical. An accompanying CD with songs by Emily Gary and
Tom Proutt makes this the perfect gift for children. Sterling
$17.95. Avail. 8/4

Go Set a Watchman 
by Harper Lee
Originally written in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman was
the novel Harper Lee first submitted to her publishers before
To Kill a Mockingbird. Assumed to have been lost, the manu-
script was discovered in late 2014, and its publication now is an
historic literary event. Go Set a Watchman features many of the
characters from Mockingbird some twenty years later.
Returning home to Maycomb to visit 
her father, Jean Louise Finch Scout
struggles with issues both personal and
political, involving Atticus, society, and
the small Alabama town that shaped her.
Harper $27.99.

What Pet Should I Get? 
by Dr. Seuss
This never-before-seen picture book by
Dr. Seuss about making up one’s mind is
the literary equivalent of buried treasure!
What happens when a brother and sister
visit a pet store to pick a pet? Naturally,

they can’t choose just one! The tale captures a classic child-
hood moment and uses it to illuminate a life lesson: that it is
hard to make up your mind, but sometimes you just have to do
it! Told in Dr. Seuss’s signature rhyming style, this is a must-
have for Seuss fans and book collectors, and a perfect choice
for holidays, birthdays, and happy occasions of all kinds.
Random House for Young Readers $17.99.

In the Unlikely Event
by Judy Blume
In her highly anticipated new novel, Judy Blume creates a
moving story of three generations whose lives are changed by
unexpected events. In 1987, Miri Ammerman returns to her
hometown to attend a 35 year commemoration of the worst
year of her life—the year that a succession of airplanes 
fell from the sky, leaving a community reeling. Against this
backdrop of actual events, Blume paints a vivid portrait of a
time and place, young (and not-so-young) love, friendships,
and a young journalist who makes his name reporting tragedy.
Through it all, one generation reminds another that life 
goes on. Knopf $27.95.
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We’re Still Here Ya Bastards: How the People of 
New Orleans Rebuilt Their City
Hurricane Katrina left nearly 80 percent of New Orleans flooded and damaged 134,000
housing units, causing unprecedented destruction. Watching coverage of the hurricane on
television in 2005, Roberta Brandes Gratz knew that the best chance for the city’s recovery
came from the people who would return to New Orleans. Two years later, after having made
several trips to the area and written several articles, Gratz bought a house in the Bywater
neighborhood of New Orleans and immersed herself in the life of the city. Nation $27.99. 

Big Freedia: Long Live the Queen Diva
This no-holds-barred memoir tells the story of a gay, self-proclaimed mama’s boy who
exploded onto the formerly underground Bounce music scene and found acceptance, 
healing, self-expression, and stardom. In her engrossing memoir, Big Freedia tells the inside
story of her path to fame, the peaks and valleys of her personal life, and the liberation that
Bounce music brings to her and every one of her fans who is searching for freedom. 
Gallery $24.99.

How Jellyroll Morton Invented Jazz
In this unusual and inventive picture book that riffs on the language and rhythms of
old New Orleans, noted picture book biographer Jonah Winter (Dizzy, Frida, You
Never Heard of Sandy Koufax?) turns his focus to one of America’s early jazz heroes
in this perfectly pitched book. Gorgeously illustrated by fine artist Keith Mallett, a
newcomer to picture books, this biography will transport readers young and old to
the musical, magical streets of New Orleans at the turn of the 20th century. Roaring
Brook $17.99.

Discovering Vintage New Orleans: A Guide to the 
City’s Timeless Shops, Bars, Hotels & More
Discovering Vintage New Orleans is a guide to all of the city’s classic spots that take you back
in time. The book spotlights the charming stories of what each place is like now and how it
got that way. It includes indexes that let you choose the places you want to visit by neighbor-
hood, by category, and naturally by era. Discovering Vintage New Orleans takes you to clas-
sic restaurants, shops, and other establishments that still thrive today and evoke the unique
character of the city. Start reading, and start your discovering now! Globe Pequot $16.95.

Marvelous Cornelius: Hurricane Katrina 
and the Spirit of New Orleans 
In New Orleans, there lived a man who swept the streets clean. He danced up one
avenue and down another, and everyone danced along. The old ladies whistled and
whirled. The old men hooted and hollered. The barbers, bead twirlers, and beignet
bakers bounded behind that one-man parade. But then came the rising waters and
a storm greater than anyone had seen before. In this heartwarming book, Phil

Bildner and John Parra tell the inspiring story of a humble man and the heroic difference he made in the
aftermath of Katrina. Chronicle $16.99. Avail. 8/4

On the cover of this issue
of The Octavian, we are
featuring four titles by
beloved “classic” authors
—newly discovered writ-
ings of Dr. Seuss and
Margaret Wise Brown, a

new novel by Judy Blume, and a recently released
novel by Harper Lee. The works by Dr. Seuss and
Brown are being published posthumously. Judy
Blume has said this will likely be her last published
book. And, given the fifty-five year publication gap
between Harper Lee’s two novels, Go Set a
Watchman will surely be her last book as well. These
four books showcase the final literary statements of
these great writers. This is definitely an important
year for readers and the publishing world.

We are confident when diving into a book by an
established writer like Judy Blume or Dr. Seuss. But,
even if we have misgivings about an author living up
to previous works, having been taken to such heights,
we’ll gladly take the risk of returning for more. It may
not always be so easy to take a chance on a writer you
don’t know as well, or whom you’ve perhaps heard
about but have never read. In that case, you might
rely on a recommendation from a friend (or friendly
bookseller!), or on a review you’ve found in the news-
paper or online.

In the book industry, we have sources for reviews
and recommendations as well. You’ll see symbols at 
the end of some of the book descriptions in 
this newsletter; there’s a key at the bottom of each
page. Each symbol indicates a starred review from
one of five important publications: Publishers
Weekly, Kirkus, Booklist, Library Journal, School
Library Journal, and IndieBound. These stars are cov-
eted awards and signal a truly special title. We’re par-
ticularly proud of IndieBound, which is the creation of
independent bookstores like Octavia Books. The Indie
Next Picks are drawn from bookseller-recommended
favorites, and epitomize the heart and soul of passion-
ate bookselling. And we are truly passionate book-
sellers!

We’ve got a great bunch of books for you this time:
memoirs and cookbooks (including one featuring
Audrey Hepburn’s family recipes), science fiction
thrillers and picture books, books about relation-
ships, and books exploring the world of science.
Somewhere in these pages is the story (or stories!)
you’ve been waiting for. Stop by Octavia Books soon
and pick up a book!

Dear Booklover, LOCAL FLAVORS

It’s easy to join
our mailing list!

Just send your email address 
by text message:

Text
OCTAVIABOOKSNOLA
to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.



You Too Can Have a Body Like Mine 
by Alexandra Kleeman
An intelligent and entertaining debut novel that is a missing-
person mystery, an exorcism of modern culture, and a singu-
lar vision of contemporary womanhood. A lives with her
roommate, B, and boyfriend, C. She fixates on the fame a
news-celebrity named Michael has earned after buying up
his local supermarket’s entire supply of veal. Meanwhile B is
attempting to make herself a twin of A while becoming
indoctrinated by a new religion. You Too Can Have a Body
Like Mine introduces Alexandra Kleeman as the terrifying
and often funny voice of a new generation. Harper $25.99.

The Sunlit Night
by Rebecca Dinerstein 
A stunning debut novel which Jonathan Safran Foer calls
“lyrical as a poem, psychologically rich as a thriller.” In the
beautiful, barren landscape of the Far North, Frances and
Yasha are surprised to find refuge in each other. They have
come to learn how to be alone. But in Lofoten, an archipel-
ago of six tiny islands in the Norwegian Sea and ninety-five
miles north of the Arctic Circle, they form a bond that forti-
fies them against the turmoil of their distant homes, offering
solace amidst great uncertainty. Bloomsbury $26.

It Started with Paris
by Cathy Kelly
At the top of the Eiffel Tower, a young man proposes to his
girlfriend. In that second, everything changes for the family
and friends awaiting their return in Ireland. Leila’s been
nursing a broken heart since her husband suddenly left her,
widow Vonnie has finally dared to let love back into her life,
and Grace finds that her son’s impending union brings her
ex-husband back into her daily life, making her question her
past decisions. As these three women gather around the
young couple to prepare for the wedding, they’ll each have

to address their own demons and find a way to move forward, whatever the cost.
Grand Central $14.99. Avail. 8/4

The Incarnations
by Susan Barker
“Who are you? You must be wondering. I am your soulmate,
and I have come back in search of you.” So begins the first
letter that falls into Wang’s lap as he flips down the visor in
his taxi. The letters that follow are filled with the stories of
Wang’s previous lives bound to his mysterious “soulmate,”
spanning one thousand years of betrayal and intrigue. As the
letters increase, Wang becomes convinced that someone is
watching him, growing closer. Seamlessly weaving Chinese
folklore, history, and literary classics, The Incarnations is a

gripping novel of the cyclical nature of history and a past never truly settled.
Touchstone $26. Avail. 8/18

Life and Love
You Don’t Have to Live Like This 
by Benjamin Markovits
Greg Marnier has a story to tell about leaving a job he didn’t
like and what happened to him when he moved to Detroit,
Michigan in 2011, where an old friend had a big idea about
real estate and the revitalization of a once great American
city. It’s a story that involves a fistfight between two friends,
an act of vigilante justice, a racially charged trial, a love affair
with a colleague, a game of three-on-three basketball with
the president of the United States, and the money-soaked
real estate project itself. Benjamin Markovits teases out an
otherwise invisible current running through American socie-
ty that is waiting to explode. Harper $27.99.

All This Life
by Joshua Mohr 
A shocking event occurs on the Golden Gate Bridge, leaving
those who witnessed it desperately looking for answers, most
notably one man and his son Jake, who captured the event
and uploaded it to the internet for all the world to experi-
ence. In Arizona, Sara views Jake’s video just before a horri-
ble event of her own: her boyfriend’s posting of their inti-
mate sex tape. As word of the tape leaks out, Sara needs to
escape the small town’s persecution of her careless action.
All This Life examines the dangerous intersection of reality
and the imaginary, where technology seeks to augment our
already flawed human connections. Soft Skull $25.

Next Life Might be Kinder
by Howard Norman
Sam Lattimore meets Elizabeth Church in a 1970s Halifax
art gallery. The sparks are immediate, leading to a marriage
that is erotically charged and brief. The circumstances of
Elizabeth’s murder are revealed in heart-stopping incre-
ments, and Sam’s life afterward is complicated. For one
thing, in a moment of confusion, he sells his life story to a
Norwegian filmmaker, known for the stylized violence of his
films. For another, Sam has not only been seeing Elizabeth
but holding conversations with her. What at first seems sim-
ply hallucination born of grief reveals itself, evening by
evening, as something else entirely. Houghton Mifflin $25.
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Now in Paperback!

I am simply a ‘book drunkard.’
Books have the same irresistible
temptation for me that liquor has for
its devotee. I cannot withstand them.

— L.M. Montgomery

Starred Reviews:         Publishers Weekly                Kirkus                Booklist                Library Journal                School Library Journal                Indie Next



Signal
by Patrick Lee
In the middle of the night, ex-Special Forces operative Sam
Dryden gets a urgent call from an old colleague, desperate
for his help in a last-minute secret mission. His former
teammate has been working security for an old friend
whose company developed a device with the power to
change the course of history. Some very bad people will
stop at nothing to get their hands on this device. This hid-
den group apparently has the money, the connections, the
men, and the material to accomplish anything they want.
Now the only thing standing in their way is Sam Dryden.
Minotaur $25.99.

Badlands
by C. J. Box 
Detective Cassie Dewell has been assigned as the new
deputy sheriff of Grimstad, the oil capital of North Dakota.
With oil comes money, with money comes drugs, and with
drugs come the dirtiest criminals hustling to corner the
market. When the temperature drops to 30 below and a
gang war heats up, Cassie realizes that she may be in over
her head. As she is propelled on a collision course with a
murderous enemy, she finds that the key to it all might
come in the most unlikely form: an undersized boy on a
bike who keeps showing up where he doesn’t belong.
Minotaur $26.99.

The Cartel
by Don Winslow 
It’s 2004. DEA agent Art Keller has been fighting the war
on drugs for thirty years in a blood feud against Adan
Barrera, the head of the world’s most powerful cartel.
Finally putting Barrera away cost Keller dearly: the woman
he loves, the beliefs he cherishes, the life he wants to lead.
Then Barrera gets out, determined to rebuild the empire
that Keller shattered. Unwilling to live in a world with
Barrera in it, Keller goes on a ten-year odyssey to take him
down. The Cartel is a story of revenge, honor, and sacrifice,
as one man tries to face down the devil without losing his
soul. Knopf $27.95.

A Head Full of Ghosts
by Paul Tremblay
The lives of the Barretts, a normal suburban New England
family, are torn apart when fourteen-year-old Marjorie
begins to display signs of acute schizophrenia.To her parents’
despair, the doctors are unable to stop Marjorie’s bizarre out-
bursts and subsequent descent into madness. As their home
devolves into a house of horrors, they reluctantly turn to a
Catholic priest, who believes the vulnerable teenager is the
victim of demonic possession. He also contacts a production
company that is eager to document the Barretts’ plight for a
reality television show. William Morrow $25.99.

Can’t-Miss Thrillers Cutting Edge Sci-Fi
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Time Salvager
by Wesley Chu 
James Griffin-Mars is a chronman—a convicted criminal
recruited for a dangerous job: missions into Earth’s past to
recover treasures without altering the timeline. On a final
mission to secure retirement, James meets an intriguing
woman from a previous century, scientist Elise Kim, who is
fated to die during the destruction of an oceanic rig. Against
his training and his common sense, James brings her back to
the future, saving her life, but turning them both into fugi-
tives. Remaining free means losing themselves in the poison-
ous wastes of Earth, and discovering what hope may yet
remain for humanity’s home world. Tor $25.99.

Three Moments of an Explosion
by China Mieville 
The fiction of multiple award-winning author China Mieville
is powered by intelligence and imagination. Like George
Saunders, Karen Russell, and David Mitchell, he pulls from a
variety of genres with equal facility, employing the fantastic
not to escape from reality but instead to interrogate it in
provocative, unexpected ways. By turns speculative, satirical,
and heart-wrenching, fresh in form and language, and featur-
ing a cast of damaged yet hopeful seekers, the stories in Three
Moments of an Explosion: Stories is a fitting showcase for one
of literature’s most original voices. Del Rey $27. Avail. 8/4

The Flicker Men
by Ted Kosmatka 
Eric Argus is a washout. His prodigious early work clouded his
reputation and strained his sanity. But an old friend gives him
another chance, an opportunity to step back into the light. With
three months to produce new research, Eric replicates the par-
adoxical double-slit experiment to see for himself the mysteri-
ous dual nature of light and matter. A simple but unprecedent-
ed inference blooms into a staggering and controversial discov-
ery about human consciousness and the structure of the uni-
verse. And as Eric seeks to understand the unfolding revela-
tions, he must evade shadowy pursuers who believe he knows
entirely too much already. Henry Holt $27.

The Fifth Season
by N. K. Jemisin
This is the way the world ends for the last time. A season of
endings has begun. It starts with the great red rift across the
heart of the world’s sole continent, spewing ash that blots out
the sun. It starts with death, with a murdered son and a miss-
ing daughter. It starts with betrayal, and long dormant
wounds rising up to fester. This is the Stillness, a land long
familiar with catastrophe, where the power of the earth is
wielded as a weapon. And where there is no mercy. A new
fantasy trilogy by Hugo, Nebula & World Fantasy Award
nominated author N.K. Jemisin. Orbit $15.99. Avail. 8/4



Hot New Picks in YA
Slasher Girls & Monster Boys
by April Genevieve Tucholke
A powerhouse anthology featuring some of the best
thriller and horror writers in YA—for fans of Stephen
King, Neil Gaiman, American Horror Story, and The
Walking Dead. Each author (including Stefan Bachmann,
Marie Lu, Nova Ren Suma, and Kendare Blake among
others) draws from literature, film, television, or music to
create something fresh and unsettling. Clever readers will
love teasing out the references and testing their insight at
the end of each tale, where the inspiration is revealed. Dial
$17.99. Avail. 8/18 

Paperweight
by Meg Haston
Seventeen-year-old Stevie is trapped. In her life. And now
in an eating-disorder treatment center nightmare. Nurses
watch Stevie at mealtime, accompany her to the bathroom,
and challenge her to eat the foods she avoids. But there are
only twenty-seven days until the anniversary of her broth-
er’s death—the death she caused. And Stevie plans to end
her life on that date as well. In this emotionally haunting
young adult debut, Meg Haston delves into the impact of
trauma and loss, while posing the question: Why are some
consumed by illness while others embark on recovery?
HarperTeen $17.99.

Trouble is a Friend of Mine
by Stephanie Trombly
After her parents’ divorce, Zoe Webster moves from
Brooklyn to upstate New York where she meets the weird-
ly compelling misfit, Philip Digby. She soon finds herself in
a series of hilarious and dangerous situations as he pulls
her into his search for the kidnapper of a teenage girl who
may know something about the disappearance of his kid
sister eight years ago. “In what reads like a combination of
Veronica Mars and The Breakfast Club, debut author
Tromly creates a screwball mystery with powerful crossover
appeal.”—Publisher’s Weekly. Dawson $17.99. Avail. 8/4

The Creeping
by Alexandra Sirowy
Romance, friendship, and bone-chilling fear fill this thriller
in the spirit of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children.
Twelve years ago Stella and Jeanie vanished while picking
strawberries. Stella returned with no memory of what hap-
pened, but Jeanie was never seen again. Now Stella is sev-
enteen, and has moved on with friends and boys, until a
corpse is found—a little girl with red hair just like Jeanie’s.
Suddenly memories of that haunting day begin to return,
more red-headed girls are missing, and Stella begins to sus-
pect something sinister. Simon & Schuster for Young
Readers $17.99. Avail. 8/18

Forever for a Year
by B. T. Gottfred
When Carolina and Trevor meet on their first day of school,
something draws them to each other. They gradually share
first kisses, first touches, first sexual experiences. When
they’re together, nothing else matters. But one of them will
make a choice, and the other a mistake, that will break what
they thought was unbreakable. Both will wish they could fall
in love again for the first time. Told in Carolina and Trevor’s
alternating voices, this is an up-close-and-personal story of
two teenagers falling in love, and discovering it might not
last forever. Holt $17.99.

You and Me and Him 
by Kris Dinnison
Maggie thinks she knows what to expect her junior year of
high school—yeah, it would be nice if her mother didn’t
care so much about her weight, but at least she has a cool
afterschool job at the local record store and Nash, her out-
of-the-closet best friend. But when Tom moves to town at
the start of the school year, Maggie and Nash have some-
thing unexpected in common: feelings for the same guy. Up
until now Maggie and Nash have always chosen each other,
but what if winning someone’s heart means losing their
soulmate? Harcourt Brace $17.99.

The Last Leaves Falling
by Sarah Benwell
Seventeen-year-old Abe Sora is going to die. Diagnosed
with Lou Gehrig’s disease, he’s already lost the use of his
legs, and can no longer attend school. Seeking normality,
Sora visits teen chat rooms online and finally finds friend-
ship without pity. But he can’t ignore what’s ahead: he’s los-
ing the function of his hands, and soon he’ll become even
more of a burden to his mother. Inspired by the death
poems of the legendary Japanese samurai warriors, Sora
makes the decision to leave life on his own terms. And he
needs his friends to help him. Simon & Schuster for Young
Readers $17.99.

The Sacred Lies of Minnow Bly
by Stephanie Oakes
The Kevinian cult has taken everything from seventeen-
year-old Minnow: twelve years of her life, her family, and
when she rebelled, her hands, too. Now their Prophet is
murdered and their camp set aflame, and Minnow is in
juvenile detention. But the FBI offers Minnow a hope of
freedom in exchange for secrets of her past. Breathlessly
page-turning and sprinkled with unexpected humor, this
harrowing debut is perfect for fans of Emily Murdoch’s If
You Find Me, Nova Ren Suma’s The Walls Around Us, and
Orange is the New Black. Dial $17.99.
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Tales for Tots
To the Sea
by Cale Atkinson
In this lovely picture book, we meet a lonely boy named Tim,
and he in turn meets a beached giant blue whale called Sam.
They form a fast friendship as Tim commits to helping
return Sam to his home in the sea. Atkinson’s brilliant, rich
illustrations in deep blues and greens make this book stand
apart. Kirkus Reviews calls it “A whale’s tale that dives deep
and surfaces with useful lessons about making, keeping,
and helping friends.” Disney-Hyperion $16.99.

The Sky is Falling
by Mark Teague
When an acorn hits Chicken Little on the head, she
thinks that the sky is falling—and inspires a dance craze
among the other chickens! Award-winning author and
illustrator Mark Teague tells his humorous version of
“Chicken Little” with this zany dancing twist. Though
Squirrel and the other animals understand what’s real-
ly going on and try to set the record straight, they soon
give up and join in the fun, doing the moonwalk, the
mambo, and the twist. You can’t blame someone for
wanting to dance, even if the sky isn’t really falling!
Orchard $16.99.

8: An Animal Alphabet
by Elisha Cooper
Explore the animal world, from aardvark to zebu!
Discover hundreds of animals, great and small. Lion and
lizard, whale and wombat. Learn one wild fact about
each animal. (Did you know that gorillas yawn when
they are nervous?) Look carefully, because for each let-
ter of the alphabet, one animal is pictured eight times.
Why 8? Come inside and find out. Kirkus Reviews says
it: “…will withstand repeated viewings, which are guar-
anteed. Don’t get behind the eight ball: order now; it’s
great fun.” Orchard $17.99.

Monkey: Not Ready 
for Kindergarten
by Marc Brown
Marc Brown, creator of the beloved Arthur books and
TV show, offers a charming new character and a fun
and reassuring story about preparing for the first day
of school. Kindergarten is a week away… but Monkey
is NOT ready. What if he gets on the wrong bus?
What if they don’t have any red crayons? What if he
doesn’t make new friends? Step by step, his family

eases his worries: they get him a new backpack, help him read
books about school, and make sure Monkey is excited and ready for the Big Day.
Knopf for Young Readers $15.99.

Little Miss, Big Sis
by Amy Krous Rosenthal
The big news is this—Little Miss becomes a big sis!
In the perfect follow-up to Plant a Kiss, Little Miss
learns the wonders of becoming a big sister as she
and her family celebrate the momentous arrival of
a new baby. New York Times bestselling author
Amy Krouse Rosenthal and award-winning illus-
trator Peter H. Reynolds have teamed up once
again to create a delightful story about Little Miss. Get to
know this charming girl and discover why the NYT says Krouse’s “books radi-
ate fun the way tulips radiate spring: they are elegant and spirit-lifting.”
HarperCollins $17.99.

The Pirate Pig
by Cornelia Funke
Who needs a treasure map when you have a pirate pig
with a nose for gold? Stout Sam and his deckhand, Pip,
find a pig washed up in a barrel on the beach. They want
to keep her as a pet, but they soon realize Julie is no
ordinary pig. She can sniff out treasure! What happens
if Barracuda Bill, the greediest and meanest pirate who
ever sailed the seas, hears about Julie’s special talent?
Bestselling author Cornelia Funke brings her charming
full-color early chapter books to an American audi-
ence for the very first time. Random House for Young
Readers $9.99.

The Day the Crayons Came Home
by Oliver Jeffers
Poor Duncan! In The Day the Crayons Quit, his
crayons threatened to walk off the job. Now a whole
new group have asked to be rescued. From Maroon
Crayon, who was lost in the sofa cushions; to
Turquoise, who is stuck to one of Duncan’s stinky
socks; to Pea Green, who knows darn well that no
kid likes peas, each and every crayon has a woeful
tale and a plea to be brought home to the crayon box.
Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers have created a companion book as funny as
its prequel—and with glow-in-the-dark ink! Philomel $18.99. Avail. 8/18

The Princess and the Pony
by Kate Beaton
Introducing Kate Beaton, a major new picture
book talent and author/illustrator of the #1 NYT
bestseller comic collection Hark! A Vagrant! For
anyone who’s ever been saddled with a truly ter-
rible present, this is a laugh-out-loud story of
overcoming first impressions. Princess Pinecone
knows what she wants for her birthday this year: a big horse, a strong horse,
a horse fit for a warrior princess! But she doesn’t quite get the horse of her
dreams, and in spite of herself, she falls in love with this unforgettable roly-
poly pony. Arthur A. Levine $17.99.
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Beyond the Kingdoms
by Chris Colfer
The Masked Man is on the loose in Land of Stories:
Beyond the Kingdoms, and it’s up to Alex and Conner
Bailey to stop him... except Alex has been thrown off the
Fairy Council, and no one will believe they’re in danger.
With only the help of the ragtag group of Goldilocks,
Jack, Red Riding Hood, and Mother Goose and her gan-
der, the Bailey twins must catch up to the Masked Man
before it’s too late. Fairy tales and classic stories collide
in the fourth adventure in the bestselling Land of Stories
series as the twins travel beyond the kingdoms! Little,
Brown for Young Readers $20.

Curious World of Calpurnia Tate
by Jacqueline Kelly
Callie Vee and the whole Tate clan are back in this
charming follow-up to Newbery Honor–winner The
Evolution of Calpurnia Tate. Callie’s younger brother
Travis keeps bringing home strays. And Callie has her
hands full keeping the animals—Travis included—away
from her mother’s critical eye. When a visiting veterinar-
ian comes to town, Callie discovers a life and a vocation
she desperately wants. But with societal expectations as
they are, this endearing heroine will need all her wits and
courage to realize her dreams. Holt $16.99.

Goodbye Stranger 
by Rebecca Stead
This brilliant novel by Newbery Medal winner Rebecca
Stead explores multiple perspectives on the bonds and
limits of friendship. As Bridge makes her way through
seventh grade on Manhattan’s Upper West Side with her
best friends curvacious Em, crusader Tab, and a curious
new friend—or more than friend—Sherm, she finds 
the answer she has been seeking since she barely survived
an accident at age eight: “What is my purpose?” Lamb
$16.99. Avail. 8/4

Court of Fives 
by Kate Elliot
In this imaginative escape into an enthralling new world,
Kate Elliott weaves an epic story of Jess, a girl who is
struggling to do what she loves in a society suffocated by
rules of class and privilege. To protect her Commoner
mother and mixed-race sisters, she must rely on her
unlikely friendship with a high-ranking Patron boy as she
secretly competes in Fives, an intricate, multi-level ath-
letic competition that offers a chance for glory. A high-
fantasy adventure that can be pitched as Game of
Thrones meets The Hunger Games meets Little Women.
Little, Brown for Young Readers $18. Avail. 8/18

Kids, Tweens, and Up
Firefly Hollow
by Alison McGhee
Because their dreams of daring adventures go against the
cautious teachings of their nations, Firefly and Cricket set
out on their own, find a home with kindly Vole, and togeth-
er help a grieving miniature giant named Peter while find-
ing their ways in a world that can feel oh-so-big. Delve into
this lush, unforgettable tale in the tradition of Charlotte’s
Web and The Rats of NIMH, from the author of the best-
seller Someday. Full-color tip-in illustrations and dozens of
black-and-white drawings provide added glow. Atheneum
for Young Readers $16.99. Avail. 8/18

Serafina and the Black Cloak 
by Robert Beatty
Serafina has grown up in secret with her pa in the basement
of the Vanderbilt’s Biltmore estate, spending her nights as
the house’s Chief Rat Catcher. But when children at the
estate start disappearing, Serafina observes the mysterious
culprit, and she must join forces with orphan Braeden
Vanderbilt to save the young captives. Their quest leads
them to a forgotten legacy of magic that is bound to her
own identity, and the welfare of the Biltmore children
becomes tied to the puzzle of her past. An enchanting mys-
tery. Disney-Hyperion $16.99.

The Last Ever After
by Soman Chainani
In the stunning conclusion to the School for Good and Evil
trilogy, Sophie and Agatha fight the past as well as the pres-
ent to find the perfect end to their fairy tale. With the girls
apart, Evil has taken over, and the forces of Good are in
deathly peril. Will Agatha and Sophie be able to work
together to save them? And will their new ending be the
last Ever After they’ve been searching for? Soman
Chainani delivers adventure, laughter, romance, and more
twists than ever in this extraordinary end to his epic series.
HarperCollins $17.99.

The Iron Trial
by Holly Black and Cassandra Clare
From the remarkable imaginations of authors Holly Black
and Cassandra Clare comes book one of a mind-blowing,
pulse-pounding new series into the magical unknown. Most
kids would do anything to pass the Iron Trial and be admit-
ted to the Magisterium. But not Callum. All his life, Call
has been warned to stay away from magic, so he tries his
best to do his worst—and fails at failing. Now the
Magisterium awaits him with dark ties to his past and a
twisty path to his future. And the biggest test is still to
come. Scholastic $7.99.
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The Boy Who Played with Fusion 
by Tom Clynes
By age nine, Taylor Wilson had mastered rocket propulsion.
At eleven, his grandmother’s cancer diagnosis drove him to
investigate new ways to produce medical isotopes. And by
fourteen, Wilson became the youngest person in history to
achieve nuclear fusion. In The Boy Who Played with Fusion:
Extreme Science, Extreme Parenting, and How to Make a 
Star, science journalist Tom Clynes narrates Taylor Wilson’s
extraordinary journey. Along the way, Clynes reveals how 

our education system shortchanges gifted students, and what we can do to fix it.
Dolan $28.

The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack
by Ian Tattersall
Paleoanthropologist Ian Tattersall argues that a long tradition
of “human exceptionalism” in paleoanthropology has distort-
ed the picture of human evolution. He offers an idiosyncratic
look at the competitive world of paleoanthropology, begin-
ning with Charles Darwin, continuing through the Leakey
dynasty, and concluding with the latest astonishing findings in
the Caucasus. With tact and humor, Tattersall concludes that
we are not perfected products of natural processes, but the
result of substantial happenstance in The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack: 
and Other Cautionary Tales from Human Evolution. Palgrave $27.

Forensics 
by Val McDermid
Bestselling crime writer Val McDermid has become familiar
with every branch of forensics, and now uncovers the history of
this science. Forensics: What Bugs, Burns, Prints, DNA and More
Tell Us about Crime draws on interviews with top-level profes-
sionals, ground-breaking research, and McDermid’s own first-
hand experience with forensic scientists. Along the way,
McDermid discovers how maggots collected from a corpse can

determine time of death, how a DNA trace a millionth the size of a grain of salt
can convict a killer, and more. Grove $26.

Single Digits
by Marc Chamberland
The numbers one through nine have remarkable mathemat-
ical properties and characteristics. For instance, did you
know eight perfect card shuffles leave a standard deck of
cards unchanged? Are there really “six degrees of separa-
tion” between all pairs of people? And how can any map
need only four colors to ensure that no regions of the same
color touch? In Single Digits: In Praise of Small Numbers,
Marc Chamberland looks at these numbers’ history, applica-
tions, and connections to various areas of mathematics.
Princeton $26.95.

The Nakeds 
by Lisa Glatt
On the morning that Nina and Asher Teller’s marriage fails,
their daughter Hannah is the victim of a hit-and-run that
leaves her leg in a cast. Nina’s next husband introduces her to
nudism and soon suggests they plunge further into the sexual
revolution of the 1970s. Meanwhile, the remorseful driver,
Martin, tries to bury his dark secret under the flashing lights
of Las Vegas. The Nakeds is a darkly comical story of love and
desire, forgiveness and the unforgivable, and the truths we
sometimes hide underneath our very own skin. Reagan $24.95.

The Miniaturist
by Jessie Burton
On a brisk autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella
Oortman arrives in Amsterdam to begin a new life as the wife
of illustrious merchant trader Johannes Brandt. Nella’s life
changes further when Johannes presents her with an extraordi-
nary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized replica of their home. To 
furnish her gift, Nella engages the services of an enigmatic
miniaturist whose tiny creations mirror their real-life counter-
parts in unexpected ways. The Miniaturist is a story of love and
obsession, betrayal and retribution, appearance and truth.
Ecco $16.99.

The Bees
by Laline Paull
A profound debut novel in the tradition of Watership Down.
Flora is not like other bees. With circumstances threatening
the hive’s survival, her curiosity is regarded as a dangerous
flaw, but her courage and strength are assets. A feat of brav-
ery grants her access to the Queen’s inner sanctum, where
she discovers mysteries about the hive that are both profound
and ominous. Her instincts to serve and sacrifice are now
overshadowed by a fierce maternal love that will bring her
into conflict with her heart and her society, leading her to
perform unthinkable deeds. Ecco $15.99.

Station Eleven
by Emily St. John Mandel
One snowy night a famous Hollywood actor slumps over and
dies onstage during a production of King Lear. Hours later, the
world as we know it begins to dissolve. Moving back and forth
in time from the actor’s early days as a film star to fifteen years
in the future, when a theater troupe roams the wasteland of
what remains, this suspenseful, elegiac, spellbinding novel
charts the strange twists of fate that connect five people: the
actor, the man who tried to save him, the actor’s first wife, his
oldest friend, and a young actress, caught in the crosshairs of a
dangerous self-proclaimed prophet. Vintage $15.95.

Stories of Science Unusual Tales
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Fascinating Lives
Playing Scared
by Sara Solovitch
As a teen, Sara Solovitch attended Eastman School of
Music, where stage fright led her to give up her musical
aspirations. In her late fifties, Sara gave herself one year to
tame performance anxiety and play before an audience.
Using her own journey as inspiration, Playing Scared: 
A History and Memoir of Stage Fright is a thoughtful exami-
nation of the causes of stage fright and the diverse ways to
overcome it, and a tribute to pursuing personal growth at
any age. Bloomsbury $26.

Blackout
by Sarah Hepola
For Sarah Hepola, alcohol was “the gasoline of all 
adventure.” Drinking felt like freedom, part of her
birthright as a strong, enlightened twenty-first-century
woman. But there was a price. Mornings became detective
work on her own life. What did I say last night? How did I
meet that guy? A memoir of unblinking honesty and
poignant, laugh-out-loud humor, Blackout: Remembering
the Things I Drank to Forget is the story of a woman stum-
bling into a new kind of adventure—the sober life she never
wanted. Grand Central $26.

I Am Spock
by Leonard Nimoy 
First time in trade paperback: the memoir by the late
Leonard Nimoy, best remembered for his portrayal as
everyone’s favorite Vulcan, Spock, in the Star Trek TV
series and films. I Am Spock gives us Nimoy’s unique per-
spective on the beginnings of the Star Trek phenomenon,
his relationships with his costars, and the pointed-eared
alien that Nimoy knew best. Here, Nimoy shares the true
story behind his perceived reticence to re-create the role
and writes frankly about how his portrayal defined an icon.
Hachette $16.

Sinatra
by J. Randy Taborrelli
In 1997, Taraborrelli’s bestselling Sinatra: Behind the
Legend captivated audiences with a never-before seen look
at the life of an icon through six years of research and over
425 interviews with associates, friends and lovers. Now,
Taraborrelli is back with a completely new and updated
lens. Fans of Sinatra can delve into the private life of a
musician whose career spans decades, including struggles
with depression, romances, and attaining the American
dream. Sinatra is a captivating and humanizing portrait of
the legend for a new age. Grand Central $17.99 Avail. 8/11

Angry Optimist
by Lisa Rogak 
Since his arrival at The Daily Show in 1999, Jon Stewart has
become one of the major players in comedy as well as one of
the most significant liberal voices in the media. In Angry
Optimist: The Life and Times of John Stewart,Lisa Rogak fol-
lows him from his early days growing up in New Jersey,
through his years as a struggling standup comic in New York,
and on to transforming The Daily Show into one of the most
influential news programs on television today. St. Martin’s
Griffin $15.99.

Unprocessed
by Megan Kimble
Megan Kimble was a twenty-six-year-old living in a small
apartment without even a garden plot to her name. But she
knew that she cared about where her food came from, how it
was made, and what it did to her body, so she decided to go
an entire year without eating processed foods. Unprocessed:
My City-Living Year of Reclaiming Real Food is the narrative
of Megan’s extraordinary year, in which she milled wheat,
extracted salt from the sea, milked a goat, slaughtered a
sheep, and more all while she was a busy, broke city-dweller.
William Morrow $15.99.

Audrey at Home
by Luca Dotti
Enter Audrey Hepburn’s private world in this unique biogra-
phy compiled by her son that combines recollections, anec-
dotes, excerpts from her personal correspondence, drawings,
recipes for her favorite dishes written in her own hand, and
more than 250 previously unpublished personal family pho-
tographs. Audrey at Home: Memories of My Mother’s Kitchen
offers an unprecedented look at the legendary star through
the food she loved. The book includes fifty recipes that
reflect Audrey’s life, set in the context of a unique time.
Harper Design $35.
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Reading is the sole means by which
we slip, involuntarily, often helplessly,
into another’s skin, another’s voice,
another’s soul.

— Joyce Carol Oates
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Step Out of Your
Story
by Kim Schneiderman
Every day we relate stories about
our highs and lows, relationships
and jobs, heartaches and joys.
But do we ever consider the
choices we make about how to
tell our story? In Step Out of Your

Story: Writing Exercises to Reframe and Transform Your
Life, Kim Schneiderman shows us that by choosing a
different version, we can redirect our energy and nar-
rative toward our desires and goals. She presents
character development workouts and life-affirming,
liberating exercises for retelling our stories to find
redemptive silver linings and reshape our lives. New
World Library $15.95.

Busy
by Tony Crabbe
Business psychologist Tony
Crabbe outlines a unique four-
step approach to combating one
of the modern life’s great prob-
lems: being too busy. Busy: How
to Thrive in a World of Too Much
is divided into four digestible sec-

tions—Mastery, Differentiation, Engagement, and
Momentum—teaching readers how to switch from
managing time to managing attention, transition
toward a career strategy that doesn’t hinge on pro-
ductivity, think differently about success by re-engag-
ing with what matters, and create the impetus, ener-
gy, and clarity to put all these changes into effect.
Grand Central $28.

The Achievement
Habit 
by Bernard Roth
Achievement is a muscle, and
once you learn how to flex it,
you’ll be able to meet life’s chal-
lenges and fulfill your goals. In
The Achievement Habit: Stop
Wishing, Start Doing, and Take

Command of Your Life, Bernard Roth applies the
remarkable insights that stem from design thinking
previously used to solve large scale projects to realize
the power for positive change we all have within us.
Roth leads a series of discussions, stories, and exer-
cises designed to help us create a different experi-
ence in our lives. HarperBusiness $27.99.

Building a Better Self

The Past and the Present
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Give Us the Ballot
by Ari Berman
A groundbreaking narrative his-
tory of voting rights since 1965,
Give Us the Ballot: The Modern
Struggle for Voting Rights in
America tells the story of what
happened after the Voting Rights
Act was passed. Through meticu-

lous archival research, fresh interviews with the lead-
ing participants in the ongoing struggle, and incisive
on-the-ground reporting, Ari Berman chronicles the
transformative impact the act had on American
democracy and investigates how the fight over the
right to vote has continued in the decades since.
Farrar, Straus, Giroux $28. Avail. 8/4.

Unmanned
by William M. Arkin
Unmanned: Drones, Data, and the
Illusion of Perfect Warfare is an in-
depth examination of why seem-
ingly successful wars never seem
to end. William Arkin shows that
security is actually undermined by
an impulse to gather as much

data as possible, the appetite and the theory both
skewed towards the notion that no amount is too
much. And yet the very endeavor of putting fewer
humans in potential danger places everyone in
greater danger. Wars officially end, but the Data
Machine lives on forever. Little Brown $28.

The Rival Queens 
by Nancy Goldstone
The riveting true story of mother-
and-daughter queens Catherine
de’ Medici and Marguerite de
Valois, whose wildly divergent
personalities and turbulent rela-
tionship changed the shape of
their tempestuous and dangerous

century. Rich in detail and vivid prose, Goldstone’s
narrative unfolds as a thrilling historical epic. The
Rival Queens: Catherine de’ Medici, Her Daughter
Marguerite de Valois, and the Betrayal That Ignited a
Kingdom is a dangerous tale of love, betrayal, ambi-
tion, and the true nature of courage, the echoes of
which still resonate. Little, Brown $30.

Books help us understand who we are and how we are to behave. 
They show us what community and friendship mean; they show us 
how to live and die.

— Anne Lamott



OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION 
BOOK CLUB

Second Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, August 8, 10:30 am
Rivers by Michael Farris Smith
Years of catastrophic hurricanes have so depleted the
Gulf Coast that the government has drawn a new
boundary ninety miles north of the coastline. Life
below the Line offers no resources, and those who
stay behind live by their own rules—including Cohen,
whose wife and unborn child were killed during an

evacuation attempt. But after he is ambushed and his home is ran-
sacked, Cohen is forced to flee. On the road north, he is captured by
Aggie, a fanatical, snake-handling preacher with a colony of captives
and dangerous visions of repopulating the barren region. Simon and
Schuster $15.99.

Saturday, September 12, 10:30 am
Crux by Ramez Naam
Six months have passed since the release of Nexus 5.
The world is a different, more dangerous place. In
the United States, the terrorists or freedom fighters
of the Post-Human Liberation Front use Nexus to
turn men and women into human time bombs aimed
at the President and his allies. In Washington DC, a

government scientist, secretly addicted to Nexus, uncovers more
than he wants to know about the forces behind the assassinations,
and finds himself in a maze with no way out. Angry Robot $14.99.

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Third Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, August 15, 10:30 am
Luncheon of the Boating Party 
by Susan Vreeland
With her richly textured novels, Susan Vreeland has
offered pioneering portraits of artists’ lives. Now, as
she did in Girl in Hyacinth Blue, Vreeland once again
focuses on a single painting: Auguste Renoir’s
instantly recognizable masterpiece, which depicts a

gathering of Renoir’s real friends enjoying a summer Sunday on a
café terrace along the Seine. Narrated by Renoir and seven of the
models, the novel illuminates the gusto, hedonism, and art of the era.
Penguin $17.

Saturday, September 19, 10:30 am
Modern Baptists by James Wilcox
Universally and repeatedly praised ever since it first
appeared in 1983, Modern Baptists is the book that
launched novelist James Wilcox’s career and debuted
the endearingly daft community of Tula Springs,
Louisiana. It’s the tale of Bobby Pickens, assistant
manager of Sonny Boy Bargain Store, who gains a

new lease on life, though he almost comes to regret it. Bobby’s hand-
some half brother F.X.—ex-con, ex-actor, and ex-husband three times
over—moves in, and things go awry all over town. LSU Press $18.95.

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

BOOK CLUBS
—— continued from back page ——

MICHAEL MURPHY
Fear Dat New Orleans: A Guide to the Voodoo, Vampires,
Graveyards & Ghosts of the Crescent City
Wednesday, September 16, 6 pm
In this second book in his DAT-Rilogy, Michael Murphy (Eat Dat!), brings the
same passion mixed with irreverence to his portrait of the city’s dark side.

MATTHEW GUINN 
The Scribe
Thursday, September 17, 6 pm
Set in late 19th Century Atlanta, still in the process of rising from the ashes,
Guinn draws you into a vortex of tense, atmospheric storytelling, confronting
the sins and fears of both old South and new.

LESLIE ZEMECKIS
Goddess of Love Incarnate
Friday, September 18, 2 pm
This book does more than fascinate with stories of a bygone era; it reveals that
behind the g-strings and the pasties stood a “complicated, eccentric, brilliant”
woman, much loved and little understood.

CHRISTINA VELLA
George Washington Carver: A Life
BOOK LAUNCH!
Monday, September 21, 6 pm
Christina Vella explores the many dimensions of the man Einstein considered
among the ten most brilliant scientists of his time.

ELISE BLACKWELL 
The Lower Quarter
Thursday, September 24, 6 pm
A noir novel about revenge set in New Orleans among art thieves, submissives,
tattoo artists and a dominatrix. Mysterious and sexy.

Bookseller James Wilson recommends:

The Axeman 
by Ray Celestin
A heavily fictionalized account of the real life Axeman murders
here in New Orleans that happened after World War I. Mob
Intrigue, Jazz Legends, and a Police Detective with a big secret
make for a mystery you won’t want to put down. Sourcebooks
Landmark $14.99. 

May We Recommend …

Upcoming Events at Octavia Books



KATY SIMPSON SMITH
The Story of Land and Sea
Monday, August 3, 6 pm
Set during the American Revolution, this incandescent debut
novel follows three generations of family—fathers and daughters,
mother and son, master and slave—each yearning for redemption
amid a heady brew of war, kidnapping, slavery, and love.

J. RYAN STRADAL 
Kitchens of the Great Midwest
Monday, August 10, 6 pm
In this highly-anticipated debut novel, a young woman with a
once-in-a-generation palate becomes the iconic chef behind the
country’s most coveted dinner reservation.

DANA GYNTHER 
The Woman in the Photograph
Sunday, August 16, 2 pm
Set in the romantic glow of 1920s Paris, a captivating novel of
New York socialite and model Lee Miller, whose glamorous
looks and joie de vivre caught the eye of photographer Man Ray.

FATIMA SHAIK
What Went Missing and What Got Found
Tuesday, August 18, 6 pm
A new collection of magical short stories about the inner lives
of outsiders who populated downtown New Orleans long before
Hurricane Katrina. 

CYNTHIA JOYCE, DEBORAH COTTON,
BART EVERSON, MICHAEL HOMAN
Please Forward: How Blogging Reconnected 
New Orleans after Katrina 
Thursday, August 20, 6 pm
“An essential document of the state of mind of New Orleanians
before and during and after Katrina. It’s raw, it’s pained, it’s out-
raged, it’s heartbroken—all the things it should be.”—Dave Eggers

ELLEN URBANI 
Landfall
Monday, August 24, 6 pm
Two mothers and their teenage daughters, whose lives collide in
a fatal car crash, take turns narrating this breathtaking novel set
in the wake of Katrina.

BLAINE LOURD
Born on the Bayou
Tuesday, August 25, 6 pm
A powerful Gothic memoir set in the bayous and oil towns of
1970s Louisiana.

LIBBA BRAY
Lair of Dreams
Wednesday, August 26, 6 pm
Hold on to your hats! Celebrated YA novelist Libba Bray is 
coming to celebrate the release of Lair of Dreams, the follow-up
to The Diviners.

KATHERINE E. BROWNE
Standing in the Need: Culture, Comfort, and
Coming Home After Katrina
Thursday, August 27, 6 pm
An eloquent account of an extended African American family
rooted in Lower St. Bernard Parish and its grueling eight-year
recovery from Katrina. 

PHIL BILDNER
Marvelous Cornelius: Hurricane Katrina and
the Spirit of New Orleans
Sunday, August 30, 2 pm
A heartwarming story of a humble man and the heroic dif-
ference he made in the aftermath of Katrina. See full
description on page 2.

VANESSA LAFAYE
Under a Dark Summer Sky
Thursday, September 3, 6 pm
The Help meets The Perfect Storm in this debut novel set in 1935
in the broiling Florida Keys.

ANDREW MALAN MILWARD
I Was a Revolutionary
in conversation with M.O. WALSH
My Sunshine Away
Tuesday, September 8, 6 pm
Grounded in place, spanning the Civil War to the present day,
these stories capture the roil of history through the eyes of an
unforgettable cast of characters. 

HESTER YOUNG 
The Gates of Evangeline
Wednesday, September 9, 6 pm
A Southern Gothic mystery about a child missing from a
Louisianan estate, a mother with a gift she discovers after the
sudden death of her only son, and a family with more secrets
than anyone realized.

TOM PIAZZA
A Free State
BOOK LAUNCH! 
Tuesday, September 15, 6 pm
Join us for the launch of Tom Piazza’s startling and powerful novel
of race, violence, and identity set on the eve of the Civil War.

—— continued on page 11 ——


