
Her Fearful 
Symmetry
Six years after The Time 
Traveler’s Wife, Audrey 
Niffenegger returns with 
a haunting second novel 
set in and around Highgate 
Cemetery in London. 
When Elspeth Noblin dies 
of cancer, she leaves her 
London apartment to her twin 
nieces from America, Julia and 
Valentina, though they had never met. The teenagers, who 
have an abnormally intense attachment to one another, 
move from Chicago to Elspeth’s fl at. As they become 
embroiled in the fraying lives of their aunt’s neighbors, they 
also discover that much is still alive in Highgate, including 
– perhaps – their aunt, who can’t seem to leave her old 
apartment and life behind. Her Fearful Symmetry ($26.99, 
Scribner, 978-1-439-16539-3) is a captivating story about 
love and identity, about secrets and sisterhood, and about 
the tenacity of life – even after death. 

Half Broke Horses
The story of Lily Casey Smith is based on Jeannette Walls’s 
no-nonsense, resourceful and hard-working grandmother. 
By age six, Lily was helping her father break horses. At 
fi fteen, she left home to teach in a 
frontier town. She learned to drive a 
car, fl y a plane, and with her husband, 
run a vast ranch in Arizona. Lily raised 
two children (including Walls’s mother 
Rosemary, unforgettably portrayed 
in The Glass Castle), and survived 
tornadoes, droughts, fl oods, the Great 
Depression, and the most heartbreaking 
personal tragedy. She bristled at 
prejudice of all kinds – against women, 
Native Americans, and anyone else who 
didn’t fi t the mold. Half Broke Horses: A 
True-Life Novel ($26, Scribner, 978-1-416-
58628-9) will transfi x readers everywhere.

War Dances
Sherman Alexie was a 

big hit with independent 
booksellers at BookExpo 
America earlier this year, 
and for good reason. 
Not only did he win the 

National Book Award for 
The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-time Indian, his 
wit, candor, irreverence, and 

freshness are ever-present 
in his writing. In War Dances 

($23, Grove, 978-0-802-11919-3), Alexie now brings us a 
heartbreaking, hilarious collection of stories that explores 
the precarious balance between self-preservation and 
external responsibility in art, family, and the world at large. 
With insight into the minds of artists, laborers, fathers, 
husbands, and sons, he populates his stories with ordinary 
men on the brink of exceptional change. In the title story, 
for example, a famous writer must decide how to care for 
his distant father who is slowly dying a “natural Indian 
death” from alcohol and diabetes, just as he learns that 
he himself may have a brain tumor. Brazen and wise, War 
Dances takes us to the heart of what it means to be human.
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What we love most about good novels 
are the rich characterizations and the 
luscious descriptions. Open a book and it’s 
easy to get lost in a story that could read 
quite differently from your own — or be 
eerily familiar. Sometimes we identify with 
characters, other times we are judgmental. 
More often than not, we are simply 
reminded of our common humanity.

If you were to write your memoir, how would you describe yourself? If you 
were to write yourself in as the main character in a novel, how would you 
portray your passions? What would your words and actions say about what 
you value most in life? 

As the years go by, we are more convinced than ever that being a reader 
is one of the most valuable — and enjoyable — aspects of our lives to be 
developed and nurtured. The books we’ve read and the stories that touch us 
help shape who we are. Our bedside tables hold several different books at 
one time and we can find books in other rooms throughout our home. Each 
title says something about us and adds another dimension to our lives. 

In reviewing all of the new books to be released this fall and throughout 
the upcoming holiday season, we were drawn to several that speak to 
those of us who have a passion for reading. Added to our own reading 
pile are Everything I Need to Know I Learned from a Children’s Book and 
1001 Children’s Books You Must Read Before You Grow Up. We love that 
book groups continue to grow and flourish and see that Book by Book: The 
Complete Guide to Mother-Daughter Book Clubs will create even stronger 
bonds in families. Books Make Me Happy is a wonderful new interactive 
journal for young readers — a perfect way to allow them to reflect on the 
books they’ve just enjoyed. A beautiful new gift edition of Shel Silverstein’s 
A Light in the Attic is now available for yet another generation of readers, 
and Masterpiece Comics is a brilliant new collection of parodies of classic 
literature in the form of a graphic novel.  

Reading is so much more than entertainment — it’s a lifestyle: full and 
rich and colorful. And it’s a business that we have grown to love because 
of all of the people and ideas that surround us each day. We are honored 
that among the passionate independent businesses across America, Robert 
Spector has included three businesses from New Orleans in his new book, 
The Mom & Pop Store: How the Unsung Heroes of the American Economy Are 
Surviving and Thriving,  – Octavia Books, Rio Mar Restaurant and Vincent’s 
Italian Cuisine! See page 9 for the description and be sure to join us 
Tuesday, October 13 at 6 pm for our author event.

In this issue of The Octavian, we’re featuring just a few of the fabulous 
new books scheduled this season. So please stop by, browse, and immerse 
yourself in the reading life at Octavia Books — where each week we’ll 
welcome new stories and characters for you to meet. 

doing our part to keep 
america interesting James Wilson recommends… 

Bicycle Diaries  
by David Byrne
I want to have dinner with David Byrne. After reading his 
Bicycle Diaries ($25.95, Viking, 978-0-6700-2114-7), I think it 
would be a great conversation. Not only does David have a 
passion for using a bicycle for transportation (like me), he has 
plenty to say while making his observations of cities around 
the world. The best way to see a city? On a bicycle. The 
bicycling is not the goal here, but the means to David’s unique 

observations - ranging from a short piece on my beloved hometown of New 
Orleans, to the East German Stasi,  to Outsider Art, and even Imelda Marcos’ 
hometown.  An engaging, thought provoking, wonderful read.

Douglas Westgate recommends… 
The Man Who Loved Books Too Much 
by Allison Hoover Bartlett 
I was hooked as soon as I read the quotations at the 
beginning, The Man Who Loved Books Too Much ($24.95, 
Riverhead, 978-1-5944-8891-7) more than lived up to my 
expectations. It is the true story of how book thief John 
Charles Gilkey stole the books he collected, how rare book 
dealer Ken Saunders tracked him down and brought him 
to justice with the help of the Antiquarian Booksellers’ 

Association of America and some of its members. The author takes us for a 
fascinating ride through the world of rare and collectable books, explains why 
people collect books and gives interesting examples of what happens when 
obsession takes over. The book moves effortlessly through the story and is a 
must read for any book lover.

Book Clubs
Science-Fiction Book Club

Saturday, October 10, 10:30 am

To Marry Medusa by Theodore Sturgeon

Saturday, November 14, 10:30 am

Heathern by Jack Womack

Octavia Books Book Club

Saturday, October 17, 10:30 am

The Cavedweller by Dorothy Allison

Saturday, November 21, 10:30 am

The Many Lives & Secret Sorrows of Josephine B. by Sandra Gulland

For updates, visit us online at OctaviaBooks.com!

MAY WE RECOMMEND…
At Octavia Books, we love talking about great books with 
customers. Here are some of our new staff favorites.



� e Lost Symbol
Nothing ever is as it fi rst appears in a Dan Brown 
novel. His highly anticipated new thriller, The Lost 
Symbol ($29.95, Doubleday, 978-0-385-50422-5), 
once again features Da Vinci Code symbologist 
Robert Langdon. The book’s narrative weaves fi ve 
years of the author’s research into a twelve-hour 
period, and from the fi rst page, readers will feel the 
thrill of discovery as they follow Langdon through a 
masterful and unexpected new landscape.

� e Holy Bullet
If you can’t get enough of religious conspiracies 
involving the Vatican, you’ll enjoy Luis Rocha’s 
sequel to his best-selling The Last Pope. The 
Holy Bullet ($25.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-15600-7) 
surrounds the 1981 attempted assassination of 
Pope John Paul II. This fast-paced thriller features 
the same lead character, plucky journalist Sarah 
Monteiro, and the same villainous organization. 
Skipping around in time, we piece together a picture 
of the conspiracy that threatens the very stability of 
the church.

� e Hidden Man
Jason Kolarich is hired by an enigmatic fi gure to 
defend Sammy, the childhood friend he hasn’t seen 
in twenty years. Sammy has been charged with 
killing a neighborhood child-molester, accused of 
kidnapping and murdering Sammy’s sister years 
earlier, but never convicted. Through strong 
character development, sharp and edgy dialogue, 
and heart-wrenching drama, David Ellis has crafted 
an original plot and surprising twist in the legal 
thriller The Hidden Man ($25.95, Putnam, 978-0-
399-15579-0).  

� e Law of Nines
Turning twenty-seven may be terrifying for some, 
but for Alex, a struggling artist living in the midwest, 
it is cataclysmic. Inheriting a huge expanse of land 
should have made him a rich and happy man; 
but something about this birthday, his name, and 
the beautiful woman whose life he just saved, has 
suddenly made him – and everyone he loves – into 
a target for extreme and uncompromising violence. 
Terry Goodkind brings to life a modern hero in The 
Law of Nines ($27.95, Putnam, 978-0-399-15604-5), a 
high-octane thriller.

Stardust
Ben Collier has just arrived from war-torn Europe 
to fi nd that his brother, Daniel, has died in 
mysterious circumstances. Determined to uncover 
the truth, Ben enters the uneasy world beneath the 
glossy shine of 1945 Hollywood’s movie business. 
Joseph Kanon follows up The Good German by 
fl awlessly blending fact and fi ction into Stardust 
($27.99, Atria, 978-1-439-15614-8), a haunting 
thriller evoking both the glory days of the movies 
and the emergence of a dark strain of American 
political life.

� e Brutal Telling
A stranger is murdered in a bistro and antiques 
store in the village of Three Pines. No one admits to 
knowing the murdered man, but the bistro’s beloved 
owner, Olivier, becomes the main suspect. Chief 
Inspector Gamache must sift through a number of 
clues and cross the continent in order to solve the 
case before the truth will be revealed in The Brutal 
Telling ($24.99, Minotaur, 978-0-312-37703-8), by 
best-selling author Louise Penny. Avail. 9/29

� e Year of the Flood
Margaret Atwood’s visionary power was evident in 
her apocalyptic novel Oryx and Crake, and is now 
surpassed in The Year of the Flood ($26.95, Nan 
A. Talese, 978-0-385-52877-1).  The disaster long 
predicted by Adam One, the kindly leader of God’s 
Gardeners – a religion devoted to the melding of 
science and religion – has occurred, obliterating 
most human life. Two women, Ren and Toby, have 
survived, but what of the others? With despicable 
villains, resilient heroes, and action-packed 
adventure, Atwood’s latest is by turns dark, tender, 
violent, thoughtful, and uneasily hilarious.

And Another � ing…
With the full support of Douglas Adams’s widow, 
best-selling author Eoin Colfer (Artemis Fowl) 
fulfi lls a lifelong dream: writing another installment 
of The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, the account 
of Englishman Arthur Dent’s continuing search 
through space and time for a decent cup of tea. 
And Another Thing … ($25.99, Hyperion, 978-1-401-
32358-5) features a pantheon of unemployed gods, 
everyone’s favorite renegade Galactic President, a 
lovestruck green alien, an irritating computer, and 
at least one very large slab of cheese. Avail. 10/12
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Enthralling Stories
Generosity
Thassadit Amzwar, an Algerian woman whose blissful 
demeanor contrasts with the horrifi c environment 
of her home country, becomes the subject of a 
renowned scientist who claims to have identifi ed the 
genetic basis of happiness. But who will own the 
patent? Generosity ($25, FSG, 978-0-374-16114-
9), by Richard Powers, asks us to consider the 
big questions facing humankind as we begin to 
rewrite our own existence.

Love and Summer
In the small Irish town of Rathmoye, it doesn’t go 
unnoticed when a dark-haired stranger appears. 
Florian Kilderry has only come to take photographs 
with no intentions of staying, but soon meets Ellie, 
the young convent girl who has settled into her 
new role as the widower Dillahan’s wife. William 
Trevor’s 14th novel, Love and Summer ($25.95, 
Viking, 978-0-670-02123-9), fi nds Ellie having 
to choose between an uncertain future with the 
man she loves and the desolate life she has built 
for herself.

Lulu in Marrakech
Two-time Pulitzer Prize nominee Diane Johnson 
returns with a mesmerizing novel of double standards 
and double agents. Lulu Sawyer arrives in Marrakech, 
Morocco, hoping to rekindle her romance with a 
worldly Englishman, Ian Drumm. It’s the perfect 
cover for her assignment for the CIA – tracing the 
fl ow of money from well-heeled donors to radical 
Islamic groups. In Lulu in Marrakech ($15, Plume, 
978-0-452-29559-9), the manners and morals of the 
cultural collision between Islam and the West is 
never more evident.

Juliet, Naked
What happens when a washed-up musician looks for 
another chance by releasing an acoustic, stripped-
down version of his greatest album? And miles 
away, a restless, childless woman looks for a 
change? The truths and lies we tell ourselves about 
life and love are at the heart of Nick Hornby’s 
new novel, Juliet, Naked ($25.95, Riverhead, 978-
1-594-48887-0), a humblingly humorous novel 
about music, love, loneliness, and the struggle to 
live up to one’s promise.

An Echo in the Bone
In this highly anticipated seventh volume in the 
Outlander saga, Diana Gabaldon continues the story 
of the eighteenth-century Scotsman Jamie Fraser 
and his twentieth-century time-traveling wife, Claire 
Randall. An Echo in the Bone ($30, Delacorte, 978-0-
385-34245-2) involves Jamie and Claire’s daughter, 
Brianna, and her husband, Roger McKenzie, as they 
search for clues not only to Claire’s fate, but to their 
own in war-torn colonial America.

Ice Land
Fans of The Mists of Avalon will love Betsy Tobin’s 
epic of love, longing, redemption, and enchantment, 
Ice Land ($15, Plume, 978-0-452-29569-8). Freya 
has been warned by the Fates that her people are 
doomed. She must embark on a journey to fi nd a 
magnifi cent gold necklace, one said to possess the 
power to alter the course of history as the new 
world order of Christianity is threatening the old 
ways of Iceland’s people.

Day A� er Night
Just as she gave voice to the silent women of the Old 
Testament in The Red Tent, Anita Diamant’s Day After 
Night ($27, Scribner, 978-0-743-29984-8) creates a 
cast of four young women who escaped to Israel from 
Nazi Europe. Haunted by unspeakable memories 
and losses, they fi nd salvation in the bonds of 
friendship and shared experience even as they 
confront the challenge of re-creating themselves in 
a strange new country.
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Alphabet Juice
“If everybody’s fi rst English teacher were Roy Blount 
Jr., we might still be trillions in debt, but we would 
be so deeply in love with words and their magic… 
that we’d hardly notice,” said Chris Tucker of The 
Dallas Morning News. After forty years of making a 
living using words in every medium except greeting 
cards, Roy Blount Jr. still can’t get over his ABCs. 
In Alphabet Juice: The Energies, Gists, and Spirits 
of Letters, Words, and Combinations Thereof; Their 
Roots, Bones, Innards, Piths, Pips ($15, FSG, 978-
0-374-53204-8), he celebrates the juju, the crackle, 

the sonic and kinetic energies of letters and their combinations.

Masterpiece Comics
R. Sikoryak’s classic comics have appeared on The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart as well as The New Yorker, The 
Onion, and Mad. Now, he has created hilarious parodies 
of classic literature – from Dagwood and Blondie being 
rejected from the Garden of Eden to Camus’s Stranger 
becoming a brooding, chain-smoking Golden Age 
Superman – in Masterpiece Comics ($19.95, Drawn & 
Quarterly, 978-1-897-29984-5). He brilliantly draws 
from Dante, Shakespeare, bubblegum wrappers, 
superhero comics and more in these graphic literary 
satires.

Everything I Need to Know 
I Learned from a Children’s Book
What children’s book changed the way you see the 
world? Anita Silvey asked this question to more than 
one hundred of our most respected and admired 
leaders in society, and she learned about the 
books that shaped their lives – and the books they 
remember resonate as infl uential reading choices 
for families. Keep this out on the coffee table -- 

everyone will enjoy browsing through Everything I Need 
To Know I Learned From a Children’s Book ($29.99, Roaring Brook, 978-

1-596-43395-3) with its full color excerpts of beloved children’s books.

A Light in the A� ic
According to Language Arts, “Silverstein’s book … 
deserves to be placed along-side Mother Goose … 
the poetry encompasses satires, limericks, ballads, 
questions, tall stories, ridiculous situations, and a 
deft way with language.” A Light in the Attic ($18.99, 
HarperCollins, 978-0-061-90585-8), Shel Silverstein’s 
fi rst poetry collection, was fi rst published in 1964 (the 
same year as The Giving Tree) and will be available 
October 1 in a beautiful new edition. 

1001 Children’s Books You Must 
Read Before You Grow Up
There’s so much available, what do you choose? 
Chosen by a team of international critics, 1001 
Children’s Books You Must Read Before You Grow 
Up ($36.95, Universe, 978-0-789-31876-3) by Julia 
Eccleshare covers classics as well as contemporary 
“must-reads”, organizes book lists by age group, 
and features beautifully reproduced artwork from 
selected titles. This is a wonderful resource for 

parents, teachers, grandparents, and all who seek to instill 
the love of reading in children. 

� e Big Book for Toddlers
Whether you have them in your lap every day or 
just during holidays, time with a toddler during 
the cuddling years is special. For all of the classic 
nursery rhymes, fairytales, songs, activities, and 
games in just one volume, look to The Big Book 
for Toddlers ($24.95, Welcome Books, 978-1-599-
62071-8) edited by Alice Wong. You’ll have plenty 
of timeless favorites to occupy, fascinate, and 
delight.

Books Make Me Happy
Those of us who are passionate about reading want 
the children in our lives to fall in love with reading as 
well – at an early age. Books Make Me Happy: My First 
Reading Log ($9.95, Workman, 978-0-761-15597-3) is a 
journal for young readers that prompts them to think, 
draw, and write about the pleasures they get from 
reading. There are fi ll-ins where kids can list their 
favorite books, draw scenes from a story, and write 
about their thoughts – plus they’ll fi nd stickered 
bookplates to personalize the books in their library. 

This will become a treasured keepsake and a rare window into 
the minds of our children at a formative time of their lives.

Book by Book: Guide to 
Mother-Daughter Book Clubs
Why not strengthen the mother-daughter bond 
by launching a book group? In Book by Book: The 
Complete Guide to Creating Mother-Daughter Book 
Clubs ($16.95, Seal Press, 978-1-580-05299-3), Cindy 
Hudson offers her own fi rst-hand experience as the 
founder of two long-running successful mother-
daughter book clubs. You’ll fi nd suggestions on 
book topics, club guidelines, and how to keep the 
club going as daughters grow older. Getting started 
is easy with book lists (divided by four age groups), 
online resources, and more.
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books that shaped their lives – and the books they 

everyone will enjoy browsing through 

1001 Children’s Books You Must 
Read Before You Grow Up
There’s so much available, what do you choose? 
Chosen by a team of international critics, 
Children’s Books You Must Read Before You Grow 
Up
Eccleshare covers classics as well as contemporary 

Books Make Me Happy
Those of us who are passionate about reading want 
the children in our lives to fall in love with reading as 
well – at an early age. 
Reading Log
journal for young readers that prompts them to think, 
draw, and write about the pleasures they get from 
reading. There are fi ll-ins where kids can list their 

Special 

Edition!



Otis
Loren Long, the beloved bestselling author/
illustrator of The Little Engine That Could, 
returns with Otis ($17.99, Philomel, 978-0-
399-25248-8), an unforgettable new story 
– and character – that celebrates the power 
of friendship and perseverance. Otis is a 
small tractor who loves his farmer and loves 
to work, but he gets replaced with the big 
yellow tractor and is cast away behind the 

barn, unused and unnoticed – until the little 
calf gets stuck in Mud Pond. There’s only one tractor – and it’s 

not big and it’s not yellow – that can come to the rescue. Ages 3-6

Bye-Bye, Baby!
Felix is not happy about his new baby sister. In fact, 
he thinks she should be sent back to where she came 
from. That’s when a trip to the zoo inspires some 
creative solutions to his problem – but Felix will 
need some animal participation for his plans to 
work. Award-winning illustrator Larry Day’s Bye-
Bye, Baby ($16.99, Walker & Company, 978-0-802-
79772-8) a is quirky, tongue-in-cheek take on the 
new baby with a message that sometimes even 
little sisters can come in handy. Ages 3-6

Never Ask a Bear
You can ask a bear over to play, but don’t expect 
him to know the rules! He’ll bang on doors, stretch 
your favorite tutu, throw the ball too hard, slurp 
water from the sink, splatter cookie dough with his 
paws, and even scare your little sister. Never Ask a 
Bear ($16.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-061-12876-9) 
by Louise Bonnett-Rampersaud and illustrated 
by Doris Barette is a helpful and hilarious 

guidebook that will let you know just what to do when 
you-know-who comes a-knocking! Ages 4-8

The Jungle Grapevine
In this wonderful children’s book debut, fi ne artist 
Alex Beard brings to life an African savanna fi lled 
with humor and misunderstandings. A rumor about 
a water hole drying up leads to animals making all 
kinds of hilarious assumptions. Everything is in an 

uproar. No one is hearing 
anything right and you’ll 
wonder whether peace 
can ever be restored in 
the animal kingdom in 
The Jungle Grapevine 

($16.95, Abrams, 978-0-
810-98001-3). Ages 4-8

All the World
Through poetic verse and illustrations by 
Caldecott Honor artist Elizabeth Garton 
Scanlon, a circle of family and friends shows 
the importance of all things, great and small, 
as readers follow them through a day, from 
morning until night in All the World ($17.99, 
Beach Lane, 978-1-416-98580-8). You’ll 
love reading this aloud and children will 
enjoy fi nding the children hiding within the 

illustrations. Ages 4+

Do Not Build a Frankenstein!
Standing on a soapbox, the new kid in town 
warns, “Do NOT build a Frankenstein!” Neil 
Numberman, a gifted cartoonist whose work 
has appeared in The New York Times, makes 
his picture book debut with Do Not Build a 
Frankenstein! ($16.99, Greenwillow, 978-0-061-
56816-9), an energetic, giggle-inducing story 
about a boy, his pet monster, and the perks and 
pitfalls of friendship. Ages 4-8

The Witch’s Guide to Cooking 
with Chi ldren
When Sol and Connie Blink move to Schoneberg, one 
of the fi rst people to welcome them is an odd older 
woman, Fay Holaderry, and her friendly dog, Swift, 
who carries a very strange bone in his mouth. Sol 
knows a lot more than the average eleven-year-old, 
so when he identifi es the bone as a child’s femur, he 
and Connie begin to wonder if their new neighbor 
is up to no good. The Witch’s Guide to Cooking with 
Children ($15.99, Henry Holt, 978-0-805-08668-3) 
by Keith McGowan is a spine-tingling adventure 

that makes Sol and Connie think twice about who they can 
trust. Ages 9-12

The Greatest Moments in Sports
Len Berman, broadcaster and Today show 
regular, gathers the greatest moments in sports 
history – complete with CD of the original 
broadcasts and full-color photos of the events 
– in The Greatest Moments in Sports ($16.99, 
Sourcebooks, 978-1-402-22099-9). From “the 
Immaculate Reception” to Michael Phelps’s 
perfect Olympic performance, from Babe 
Ruth’s called shot to the Red Sox breaking 
the Babe’s curse, kids and adults will enjoy 
this exciting collection. Ages 7-12 

Raising A Reader
Otis
Loren Long, the beloved bestselling author/
illustrator of 
returns with 
399-25248-8), an unforgettable new story 
– and character – that celebrates the power 
of friendship and perseverance. Otis is a 
small tractor who loves his farmer and loves 

barn, unused and unnoticed – until the little 
calf gets stuck in Mud Pond. There’s only one tractor – and it’s calf gets stuck in Mud Pond. There’s only one tractor – and it’s 

he thinks she should be sent back to where she came 

Never Ask a Bear
You can ask a bear over to play, but don’t expect 
him to know the rules! He’ll bang on doors, stretch 
your favorite tutu, throw the ball too hard, slurp 
water from the sink, splatter cookie dough with his 
paws, and even scare your little sister. 
Bear

guidebook that will let you know just what to do when 

with humor and misunderstandings. A rumor about 

All the World
Through poetic verse and illustrations by 
Caldecott Honor artist Elizabeth Garton 
Scanlon, a circle of family and friends shows 
the importance of all things, great and small, 
as readers follow them through a day, from 
morning until night in 

illustrations. Ages 4+

The Witch’s Guide to Cooking The Witch’s Guide to Cooking 
with Chi ldren
When Sol and Connie Blink move to Schoneberg, one 
of the fi rst people to welcome them is an odd older 
woman, Fay Holaderry, and her friendly dog, Swift, 
who carries a very strange bone in his mouth. Sol 
knows a lot more than the average eleven-year-old, 
so when he identifi es the bone as a child’s femur, he 
and Connie begin to wonder if their new neighbor 

that makes Sol and Connie think twice about who they can 

regular, gathers the greatest moments in sports 

Great Gift Book!



The Magician’s Elephant
In her eagerly awaited new novel, bestselling author 
Kate DiCamillo (The Tale of Despereaux) conjures 
a haunting and timeless fable about trusting the 
unexpected – and making the extraordinary come 
true. With atmospheric illustrations by fi ne artist 
Yoko Tanaka, The Magician’s Elephant ($16.99, 
Candlewick, 978-0-763-64410-9) is a dreamlike and 
captivating tale of hope and belonging, desire and 
compassion – with the lightness of a magician’s 
touch. Get ready to be swept away in this 

spellbinding story. Ages 8-13

Odd and the Frost Giants
In a village in ancient Norway lives a boy named Odd, and 
he’s had some very bad luck: his father perished in a Viking 
expedition, a tree fell on and shattered his leg, and the 
endless freezing winter is making villagers dangerously 
grumpy. Out in the forest Odd encounters a bear, a fox, 
and an eagle – three creatures with a strange story to tell 
and is then forced on a stranger journey than he could 
have imagined – a journey to save Asgard, city of the 
gods, from the Frost Giants who have invaded it. In Odd 
and the Frost Giants ($14.99, HarperCollins, 978-0-061-
67173-9), an inventive novel inspired by traditional Norse 
mythology, Newbury award-winner Neil Gaiman takes us on a wild and 
magical trip with a very special kind of twelve-year-old boy who outwits the 
Frost Giants and restores peace to the city of gods. Avail. 10/1. Ages 8-12

Robot Zot!
From the minds of Jon Scieszka and David Shannon 
comes Robot Zot! ($17.99, S&S, 978-1-416-96394-3) 
a tale of a quixotic robot determined to conquer the 
earth. The only problem is that the earth he lands 
on is a suburban kitchen and he is three inches tall. 
Robot Zot, the fearless and unstoppable warrior, 
leaves a trail of destruction as he encounters 
blenders, toasters, and televisions. But when he 
discovers the princess – a pink cell phone – his 
mission takes a new course. Robot Zot must learn 

how to be a hero - in the name of true love. Ages 8-12

Shiver
For years, Grace has watched the wolves in the woods behind 
her house. One yellow-eyed wolf – her wolf – is a chilling 
presence she can’t seem to live without. Meanwhile, Sam has 
lived two lives: in winter, the frozen woods, the protection 
of the pack, and the silent company of a fearless girl; in 
summer, a few precious months of being human … until 
the cold makes him shift back again. Soon, Grace and Sam 
fi nd themselves risking everything to remain together in 
Shiver ($17.99, Scholastic, 978-0-545-12326-6) by Maggie 
Stiefvater. Ages 12+

Leviathan
Scott Westerfeld, bestselling author of the Uglies series, 
launches his new trilogy with Leviathan ($19.99, Simon 
Pulse, 978-1-416-97173-3), to arrive on our shelves 
10/6. On the eve of World War I, the machine-loving 
Austro-Hungarians and Germans have their big steam-
powered Clankers. Inspired by Darwin, the British have 
fabricated animals into warships. Their mothership, 
Leviathan, is a marvelous whale-dirigible. Get the 
chores done fi rst, because you’ll have a hard time 

putting this one down!

Catching Fire
Against all odds, Katniss Everdeen has won the 
annual Hunger Games with fellow district tribute 
Peeta Mellark. But it was a victory won by defi ance 
of the Capitol and their harsh rules. Katniss and 
Peeta should be happy. After all, they have just won 
for themselves and their families a life of safety 
and plenty. But there are rumors of rebellion 
among the subjects, and Katniss and Peeta, to 
their horror, are the faces of that rebellion. The 
Capitol is angry. The Capitol wants revenge in 
Catching Fire ($17.99, Scholastic, 978-0-439-
02349-8) by Suzanne Collins. Ages 12+

Forest Born
Rin is feeling unsettled and sure that something is 
wrong with her. War has come to Bayern again and Rin 
is compelled to join the queen and her closest allies 
– magical girls Rin thinks of as the Fire Sisters – as 
they venture into the Forest toward the land where 
someone seems to want to see them all dead. Newbery 
Honor-winning author Shannon Hale returns with 
the fourth title in her Books of Bayern series, Forest 
Born ($17.99, Bloomsbury, 978-1-599-90167-1), an 
emotionally wrenching journey of self-discovery. 
Ages 12+

Eli the Good
For ten-year-old Eli Book, the summer of 1976 is the 
one that threatened to tear his family apart. There 
is his distant mother; his traumatized Vietnam 
vet dad; his wild sister; his former war protester 
aunt; and his tough yet troubled best friend, Edie, 
the only person with whom he can be himself. 
From Silas House comes Eli the Good ($16.99, 
Candlewick, 978-0-763-64341-6) a tender look at 
the complexities of childhood and the realities of 
war – a novel fi lled with music, nostalgic detail, a 
deep respect for nature, and a powerful sense of 
place. Ages 14+

Read to Escape
The Magician’s Elephant
In her eagerly awaited new novel, bestselling author 
Kate DiCamillo (
a haunting and timeless fable about trusting the 
unexpected – and making the extraordinary come 
true. With atmospheric illustrations by fi ne artist 
Yoko Tanaka, 
Candlewick, 978-0-763-64410-9) is a dreamlike and 
captivating tale of hope and belonging, desire and 

spellbinding story. Ages 8-13

In a village in ancient Norway lives a boy named Odd, and 
he’s had some very bad luck: his father perished in a Viking 

Robot Zot!
From the minds of Jon Scieszka and David Shannon 
comes 
a tale of a quixotic robot determined to conquer the 
earth. The only problem is that the earth he lands 
on is a suburban kitchen and he is three inches tall. 
Robot Zot, the fearless and unstoppable warrior, 
leaves a trail of destruction as he encounters 
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presence she can’t seem to live without. Meanwhile, Sam has 
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Rin is feeling unsettled and sure that something is 
wrong with her. War has come to Bayern again and Rin 
is compelled to join the queen and her closest allies 
– magical girls Rin thinks of as the Fire Sisters – as 
they venture into the Forest toward the land where 
someone seems to want to see them all dead. Newbery 
Honor-winning author Shannon Hale returns with 
the fourth title in her Books of Bayern series, 

For ten-year-old Eli Book, the summer of 1976 is the 

Leviathan
Scott Westerfeld, bestselling author of the 
launches his new trilogy with 
Pulse, 978-1-416-97173-3), to arrive on our shelves 
10/6. On the eve of World War I, the machine-loving 
Austro-Hungarians and Germans have their big steam-
powered Clankers. Inspired by Darwin, the British have 
fabricated animals into warships. Their mothership, 

putting this one down!

First 
in New 
Series!

Peeta should be happy. After all, they have just won 

Hunger Games #2



Page 8 Healthy, Whole Lives
Zen and the Art of Making a Living
If your have felt the need for change and want work 
that not only pays the bills but also allows you to 
pursue your passion, look to the most innovative, 
unconventional, and profoundly practical career 
guide available, Zen and the Art of Making a Living 
($22, Penguin, 978-0-143-11459-8), newly revised 
and updated by Laurence Boldt. You’ll not only 
fi nd inspiration to make changes, but will discover 
Boldt’s formula for bringing creativity, dignity, and 
meaning to your work. 

� e Comeback
Women are used to being told that once they get 
off the career track to become mothers, they can’t 
get back on. In The Comeback ($15, Bloomsbury, 
978-1-596-91635-7), Emma Gilbey Keller proves 
that this isn’t true. Keller tells the stories of seven 
very different women from a variety of professions 
who sought to strike a balance between demanding 
careers and budding families. All of these women 
have complicated stories, fi lled with the choices, 
decisions, and trade-offs that all mothers face. In 
an absorbing blend of story, insight, advice, and 
inspiration, Keller offers a “must read” positive 

message for mothers considering going back to work.

Taking the Leap
Pema Chodron expands on the Buddhist concept 
of “shenpa” which can be translated as “getting 
stuck” or “getting hooked” that leads to feelings 
of disappointment, diffi culty, and pain. We often 
tighten, shut down, blame, get angry – and suffer 
as a result. With her characteristic warmth and 
encouragement, Chodron shows us how we can stop 
running from life’s hurts and respond to moments 
of shenpa with an open heart and compassion in 
Taking the Leap ($21.95, Shambhala, 978-1-590-
30634-5).

Perseverance
Can you imagine being young and suddenly learning 
you have cancer? How do you cope when you 
thought you’d have so much more time? These are 
the questions the twenty young people in this book 
answer when they were diagnosed with childhood 
cancer. Perseverance: True Voices of Cancer Survivors 
($24.99 Forge, 978-0-765-31778-0), by Carolyn 
Rubenstein, shows how we can learn to live with 
energy and passion, regardless of the obstacles to be 
faced, and reminds us that now is everything.  

Manhood for Amateurs
Michael Chabon (The Yiddish Policemen’s Union), 
one of our most brilliant and humane writers, 
presents his autobiography and his vision of life 
in the way so many of us experience our own: as a 
series of refl ections, regrets and re-examinations, 
each sparked by an encounter, in the present, that 
holds some legacy of the past. Manhood for Amateurs 
($25.99, Harper, 978-0-061-49018-7) is a collection 
of interlinked essays that are insightful, hilarious, 
and moving. 

Traveling With Pomegranates
Sue Monk Kidd (The Secret Life of Bees) and 
her daughter, Ann Kidd Taylor, offer distinct 
perspectives as a fi fty-something and a twenty-
something, each on a quest to redefi ne herself 
and to rediscover each other in the dual memoir, 
Traveling With Pomegranates ($25.95, Viking, 978-
0-670-02120-8). Sue and Ann travel throughout 
Greece and France during a pivotal time in each of 
their lives. Sue is coming to grips with aging; Ann, 
just graduated from college, is heartbroken and 
benumbed by the classic question about what to do 
with her life. A wise story of growth and renewal that 
would make a wonderful gift.

� in is the New Happy
Valerie Frankel, like many women, has spent most 
of her conscious life on a diet, thinking about a diet, 
ignoring a diet, or failing on a diet. It all started at 
age eleven, when her mother put Val on her fi rst 
weight-loss program. Not wanting to pass this legacy 
on to her own daughters, Valerie set out to cleanse 
herself of her obsession. Thin Is the New Happy 
($14.99, Griffi n, 978-0-312-37393-1) is the honest, 
often hilarious story of her struggle to exorcise 
her bad body-image demons, to uncover the truths 
behind what put them there, and to learn how to 
truly love herself. 

29 Gi� s
Seeking a remedy for her depression after being 
hospitalized, Cami Walker received an uncommon 
prescription from an African medicine woman: 
“Give to others for 29 days.” 29 Gifts ($19.95, Da 
Capo, 978-0-738-21356-9) is the insightful story of 
the author’s life change as she embraces and refl ects 
on the naturally reciprocal process of giving and 
receiving. Many of Walker’s gifts were simple – a 
phone call, spare change, a Kleenex. Yet the acts 
were transformative. More than a memoir, 29 Gifts 
offers inspiration for the daily practice of giving – 
and its many rewards.

Women are used to being told that once they get 
off the career track to become mothers, they can’t 
get back on. In 
978-1-596-91635-7), Emma Gilbey Keller proves 
that this isn’t true. Keller tells the stories of seven 
very different women from a variety of professions 
who sought to strike a balance between demanding 
careers and budding families. All of these women 
have complicated stories, fi lled with the choices, 

Taking the Leap
Pema Chodron expands on the Buddhist concept 
of “shenpa” which can be translated as “getting 
stuck” or “getting hooked” that leads to feelings 
of disappointment, diffi culty, and pain. We often 
tighten, shut down, blame, get angry – and suffer 
as a result. With her characteristic warmth and 
encouragement, Chodron shows us how we can stop 
running from life’s hurts and respond to moments 

Perseverance
Can you imagine being young and suddenly learning 
you have cancer? How do you cope when you 
thought you’d have so much more time? These are 
the questions the twenty young people in this book 
answer when they were diagnosed with childhood 
cancer. 
($24.99 Forge, 978-0-765-31778-0), by Carolyn 
Rubenstein, shows how we can learn to live with 
energy and passion, regardless of the obstacles to be 
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� e Mom & Pop Store
Of course we needed to feature this new book! 
Long fascinated by the “direct connection” people 
feel as merchants and customers when they do 
business in neighborhood shops, and responding 
to the growing “buy local” movement across 
the country, Robert Spector sets out to discover 
the state, and the state of mind, of independent 
retailing in America in The Mom & Pop Store ($26, 
Walker & Company, 978-0-802-71605-7). The Mom 
& Pop Store is a reminder of the tremendous value 
of small businesses – to the American dream, to our 
economy, and to our lives... just like our bookstore!

What Else But Home
Michael Rosen’s seven-year-old son Ripton decided 
to join a pick-up game of baseball one day with 
some older kids in the park. Later, Ripton asked 
his new friends if they wanted to come back to 
his house for snacks and Nintendo. Over time, 
fi ve of the boys – all black and Hispanic, from the 
impoverished neighborhood – became a fi xture in 
the Rosens’ home and eventually started referring 
to Michael and his wife Leslie as their parents. 
What Else But Home ($24.95, PublicAffairs, 978-1-
586-48562-7) is a compelling story of one family’s 
journey across the divide of race, class, and 
economic opportunity in America through love and 
baseball.

American on Purpose
In American on Purpose ($25.99, Harper, 978-0-
061-71954-7) Craig Ferguson delivers a moving 
and achingly funny memoir of living the American 
dream as he journeys from the mean streets of 
Glasgow, Scotland, to the comedic promised land of 
Hollywood. Host of The Late Late Show, Ferguson 
tells about stumbling to make his mark and fi nally 
achieving his greatest triumph – becoming the one 
thing he always dreamed of – American.

“America gave me everything I have today … 
I learned that failure is only failure and it can be 

useful, spun into a story that will make people laugh 
and maybe every once in a while give a message of 

hope to others who might need some.”
– Craig Ferguson

American on Purpose

Justice: What’s the Right � ing to Do?
What are our obligations to others as people in a 
free society? Should government tax the rich to help 
the poor? Is the free market fair? Is it sometimes 
wrong to tell the truth? These questions are at the 
core of our public life today – and at the heart of 
Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? ($25, FSG, 
978-0-374-18065-2)  in which Harvard Professor 
Michael J. Sandel shows us how a surer grasp of 
philosophy can help us make more sense of politics, 
morality, and our own convictions as well. Look for 
the PBS series based on Sandel’s course this fall.

Bright-Sided
In this utterly original take on the American 
frame of mind, Barbara Ehrenreich traces the 
strange career of our sunny outlook from its 
origins as a marginal nineteenth-century healing 
technique to its enshrinement as a dominant, 
almost mandatory, cultural attitude. Ehrenreich 
shows that being positive and even the refusal to 
consider negative outcomes – like mortgage defaults 
– contributed directly to the current economic 
disaster. Bright Sided: How the Relentless Promotion 
of Positive Thinking Has Undermined America ($23, 
Metropolitan Books, 978-0-805-08749-9) offers 
incisive, provocative thinking and stands as an 
urgent call for a renewed commitment to realism.

Listen Up, Mr. President
Helen Thomas, dean of the White House press 
corps, has covered nine presidents in a career 
spanning nearly sixty years. She and journalist Craig 
Crawford use former occupants of the White House 
to provide a witty, history-rich lesson plan for how 
best to lead the country in Listen Up, Mr. President: 
Everything You Always Wanted Your President to Know 
and Do ($24, Scribner, 978-1-439-14815-0). Smart, 
edifying, and unfailingly entertaining. Avail. 10/6

Superfreakonomics
In a much anticipated follow-up to the best-seller 
Freakonomics, Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner 
offer a new analysis that is bigger, more provocative, 
and sure to challenge the way readers think about 
what really drives the economy — and what really 
matters — in Superfreakonomics: Global Cooling, 
Patriotic Prostitutes, and Why Suicide Bombers Should 
Buy Life Insurance ($29.99, William Morrow, 978-0-
060-88957-9). 
  

American Experience Page 9

offer a new analysis that is bigger, more provocative, 



Savoring the Moments
Food Journeys of a Lifetime
Pour yourself a glass of wine and travel the 
world from your favorite reading chair as you 
turn the pages of Food Journeys of a Lifetime: 500 
Extraordinary Places to Eat Around the Globe ($40, 
National Geographic, 978-1-426-20507-1). You’ll 
visit chocolate factories, champagne bars, historic 
food markets, wedding feasts, harvest celebrations, 
and festive occasions of every kind. You’ll meet the 
men and women who transform nature’s bounty; 
learn about different cultures and climates, cooking 
techniques, and entertaining; and have a wide 
selection of recipes from your trip around the world. 
The perfect gift for the food-loving traveler!

So Easy   
As weekly host of the Food Network’s “Healthy 
Appetite” show, Ellie Krieger is known for creating 
light and healthy dishes that taste great and are easy 
enough for the busiest people to prepare. With 150 
delicious, easy-to-prepare, fortifying recipes, Ellie 
provides ideas for grab-and-go meals for hectic 
days, scrumptious options for leisurely meals, even 
a month’s worth of fabulous rush-hour dinners in So 
Easy: Luscious, Healthy Recipes for Every Meal of the 
Week ($29.95, Wiley, 978-0-470-42354-7). Krieger 
creates the perfect pairing – fast, healthy, and 
delicious. 

Will Shortz’s Wi� iest, Wackiest Crosswords
Will Shortz, crossword puzzle editor for The New 
York Times and Puzzlemaster for National Public 
Radio’s “Weekend Sunday Edition,” serves up one 
huge omnibus edition of 225 crosswords of some of 
the funniest, best crosswords in The New York Times 
Will Shortz’s Wittiest, Wackiest Crosswords ($14.99 
Griffi n, 978-0-312-59034-5). Pure entertainment for 
wordsmiths. 

Dogjoy 
Do dogs really smile? After a reader of The Bark 
sent in a photo of her grinning dog, the Smiling 
Dog contest was born. Dogjoy: Happiest Dogs in 
the Universe ($16.99, Rodale, 978-1-605-29730-9) 
presents the best of eight years of the photographs 
submitted by enthusiastic dog lovers everywhere of 
their smiling pups. See for yourself that dogs not 
only smile, they laugh, grin, snicker, and even share 
jokes.

� is I Believe II
Like the fi rst bestselling collection, This I Believe II 
($15, Holt McDougal, 978-0-805-09089-5) 
showcases moving and irresistible essays from the 
famous to the unknown. Contributors run the gamut 
from cellist Yo-Yo Ma, Sister Helen Prejean, and 
Robert Fulghum to a professional skateboarder, a 
diner waitress, Iraq War veteran, farmer, and many 
others. This is a welcome, stirring, and provocative 
communion with the minds and hearts of a diverse, 
new group of people – whose beliefs and the 
remarkably varied ways in which they choose to 
express them reveal the American spirit at its best.

Have a Li� le Faith
In Mitch Albom’s fi rst non-fi ction book since 
Tuesdays with Morrie, Albom offers a beautifully 
written story of a remarkable eight-year journey 
between two worlds – two men, two faiths, two 
communities. Have a Little Faith ($23.99, Hyperion, 
978-0-786-86872-8) is about the search for life’s 
purpose, about losing belief and fi nding it again, 
and about the divine spark inside us all. It is one 
man’s journey, but it is everyone’s story. 

Rick Steves’ Best of Europe
Rick Steves, cable television’s beloved travel show 
host, covers European sites that can’t be missed, 
as well as the ones simply worth knowing about in 
Rick Steves’ Best of Europe 2010 ($24.95, Avalon, 
978-1-598-80282-5). Known for his practical advice 
for traveling, insider tips on truly authentic off-the-
beathen-path experiences, and recommendations 
for getting the best out of every travel dollar, Steves 
will help you plan and then enjoy a wonderful trip.    
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A Tribute to Frank McCourt (1930-2009)
“He was a storyteller of the highest order. He was a 
prankster. He was wickedly intelligent and sublimely clever 
and yet he had a charming humility that made it seem as if 
he were stumbling into cocktail parties or band rehearsals 
as if by accident – before taking over the room with his 
witty tales and thick Irish brogue … Frank was about 
laughing and causing laughter and fi nding laughter in the 
corners of life.” – Mitch Albom

light and healthy dishes that taste great and are easy 

So Beautiful 

Gift!
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Angus Lind
Prime Angus
Reading, Signing & Book Release 
Celebration
Thursday, October 1, 6 pm
In 42 years of newspapers, 39 at 
The States-Item and The Times-
Picayune, Angus Lind has covered 
major events and told stories. He 
concentrated not on celebrities, 

but on the characters, rogues and regular people he 
is so attracted to, their dialogues and dialects – and 
discovered that almost everybody has a story to tell. 
Join us to celebrate the publication of Prime Angus: 
Reader’s Favorite Columns ($19.95, Arthur Hardy 
Enterprises, 978-0-9308-9226-5).

Dianne de Las Casas  
& Marita Gentry
Madame Poulet  
& Monsieur Roach
Reading & Signing
Saturday, October 3, 1:30 pm
If you loved their previous 
book, The Cajun Cornbread 
Boy, wait till you read this! 
Celebrated storyteller Dianne 

de Las Cases tells what happens what a friend takes 
advantage of another’s generosity in Madame Poulet 
& Monsier Roach ($15.95, Pelican, 978-1-5898-0686-
3), vibrantly illustrated by Marita Gentry.

Nevada Barr
13 1/2
Reading & Signing
Monday, October 5, 6 pm
Bestselling author Nevada Barr 
joins us with her novel, 13 1/2 
($25.95, Vanguard Press, 978-
1-5931-5553-7), based in New 
Orleans. Polly Deschamps is at a 
lonely crossroads, until she meets 

and marries Marshall Marchand. As Polly begins to 
settle into her new life, she becomes uneasy about 
her husband’s increasingly dark moods, fearing that 
his brother may be influencing Marshall in ways she 
cannot understand.

Casey Willems
On The Run: How a Dutch Boy 
Saved An American Pilot  
in Occupied Holland
Reading & Signing
Tuesday, October 6, 4 pm
Casey Willems was born in 1936 
in Holland. As a child, he lived 
through the deprivations of war and 
its aftermath. His memories are the 

guiding force driving his young adult novel, On The 
Run ($11.95, Walka Books, 978-0-9722-9033-3).

Jonathan Traviesa
Portraits: Photographs in  
New Orleans 1998-2009
Presentation & Sigining
Thursday, October 8, 6 pm
Join us to celebrate the 
release of Jonathan Traviesa’s 
fascinating and unique book, 

Portraits: Photographs of New Orleans 1998-2009 
($26.95, Univ. of New Orleans Press, 978-0-9706-
1905-1). The featured photographs taken in the 
backyards and porches of the city beautifully show the 
complex human fabric of New Orleans.

Ned Sublette
The Year Before the Flood:  
A Story of New Orleans
Talk & Signing
Saturday, October 10, 6 pm
By turns irreverent, joyous, darkly 
comic, passionate, and polemical, 
The Year Before the Flood 
($27.95, Lawrence Hill Books, 
978-1-5565-2824-8) juxtaposes 
the city’s crowded calendar of 

parties, festivals, and parades with the murderousness 
of its poverty and its legacy of racism. Along the way, 
Sublette opens up windows of American history that 
illuminate the present.

Robert Spector
The Mom & Pop Store
Presentation & Signing
Tuesday, October 13, 6 pm
Three New Orleans businesses 
- Octavia Books, Rio Mar 
Restaurant and Vincent’s Italian 
Cuisine - are featured in business 
journalist Robert Spector’s The 
Mom & Pop Store: How the 

Unsung Heroes of the American Economy Are 
Surviving and Thriving ($26, Walker & Company, 
978-0-8027-1605-7) celebrating the history of small, 
independent retail stores and how, across the country, 
they still thrive on attentive customer service and 
renewed community support for local businesses. 
Vincent’s and RioMar will provide tastes.

Alex Beard
The Jungle Grapevine
Storytime, Activities & Signing
Wednesday, October 14, 4 pm
When Bird mixes up something 
Turtle says, he accidentally starts 
a rumor about the watering hole 
drying up. One misunderstanding 
leads to another, with animals 
making their own hilarious 

assumptions in The Jungle Grapevine ($16.95, 
Abrams, 978-0-8109-8001-3).

Skip Horack
The Southern Cross: Stories
Reading & Signing
Thursday, October 15, 6 pm
The sixteen short stories featured in 
Skip Horack’s prize-winning debut 
collection, The Southern Cross 
($13.95, Mariner, 978-0-5472-3278-
2) paint a richly textured vision 
of the American South. Set in the 

Gulf Coast over the course of a year torn halfway by 
the arrival of Hurricane Katrina, these stories, filled 
with humor, restraint, and verve, follow the lives of an 
assembly of unforgettable characters.

Dave Brinks
The Caveat Onus: meditations
Poetry Reading & Signing
Tuesday, October 20, 6 pm
New Orleans poet Dave Brinks 
joins us to present poems from 
The Caveat Onus ($19.95, Black 
Willow Press, 978-0-9818-0884-0) a 
new, consolidated volume of four 

previous-published volumes. Brink’s moving stories 
about Katrina, its aftermath, and the building and 
revitalization of New Orleans have been added for 
this new edition. continued on page 12

doing our part to keep 
america interesting
Share your inspiration at indiebound.org



Robert Hastings
The Lakes of Pontchartrain
Talk & Signing
Thursday, October 22, 6 pm
Meet the author and help 
us celebrate the release of 
Robert Hastings’ The Lakes of 
Pontchartrain ($66.80, Univ. Press 
of Mississippi, 978-1-6047-3271-

9), perhaps the first comprehensive exploration of 
the fascinating ecology and history of one of world’s 
most complex and thriving estuaries – right in our 
own front yard.

Diana Grove
Dot.Conned
Book Release, Presentation  
& Signing
Tuesday, October 27, 6 pm
Almost scammed by an Internet 
con man, author Diana Grove 
decided to seek revenge by 
beating the fraudsters at their 

own game. Responding to spam email, then creating 
Bizarre fictional characters (involving real New 
Orleanians in costume) she leads the crooks on a 
uproariously wild ride of bait and switch before finally 
pushing them to their breaking point in Dot.Conned 
($14.95, Diane Grove Press, 978-1-4486-8232-4).

Peggy Scott Laborde  
& John Magill
Christmas in New Orleans
Wednesday, October 28, 6 pm
In Christmas in New Orleans 
($39.95, Pelican, 978-1-5898-
0560-6), authors Peggy Scott 
Laborde and John Magill 
explore how locals of this eclectic 
city have observed the holiday 

from the 1800s to the present. From Christmas day 
feasts to decorations adorning picturesque homes 
along the avenue, this festive book fondly recalls a 
variety of local traditions.

Chef John Besh
My New Orleans:  
The Cookbook
Talk, Tasting & Signing
Thursday, October 29, 6 pm
Join us for an evening with 
internationally acclaimed 
Beard award-winning New 
Orleans chef John Besh to 
celebrate the release of his 

(new) first cookbook, My New Orleans ($45, Andrews 
McMeel, 978-0-7407-8413-2). Chef Besh set the 
benchmark for fine dining in New Orleans. Each of his 
four successful restaurants (Restaurant August, Besh 
Steak, Luke and La Provence) celebrate the bounty 
and traditions of our region. 

Matt Lee & Ted Lee
The Lee Bros.  
Simple Fresh Southern
Talk & Signing
Saturday, November 14, 3 pm
Please join us for the 
phenomenal Beard and IACP 
award-winning cookbook 
chefs who took the country 
by storm with their first book, 

The Lee Bros. Southern Cookbook. The Lee Bros. 
Simple Fresh Southern ($35, Clarkson Potter, 978-0-
3074-5359-4) offers all the soul of Southern food and 
is the new “must-have” guide to the new Southern 
kitchen.
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All Hallow’s Eve 
Book Party
Saturday, October 31, 5 pm
Help us throw a monster of a 
party & get the monstrously 
popular Neil Gaiman in the 
store! Author Neil Gaiman 

is having a contest: whoever throws the 
best Halloween party using ideas from his novel, 
The Graveyard Book, is going to receive a visit 
from the author! So come one and all, Bods and 
ghouls!
There’ll be tricks, treats, games, & contests! Keep 
an eye open for characters from the book. They’ll 
be watching…

Meet Jan Brett
20th Anniversary of The Mitten &
Jan Brett’s Snowy Treasury
Talk, Illustration & Signing
Thursday, November 12, 5 pm
Location:  Louise S. McGehee School (2343 Prytania St.)

World-famous children’s book author and illustrator Jan Brett joins us to share 
her artistry and love of sharing wonderful 
stories with children. Watch for Jan’s bus, 
wrapped with terrific art from The World of 
Jan Brett!
Tickets: The purchase of at least one 
featured book per person from Octavia 
Books. There will only be 275 signed 
editions made available, so we highly 
recommend calling us now to get your ticket 
and place your order. Call 504-899-READ.

Ticketed Event!

For the latest event details, visit OctaviaBooks.com.

Dave Eggers, author of the best-selling 
Zeitoun, recently visited Octavia Books. Check 
with us if you’re interested in a signed copy.
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