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Hag-Seed

by Zadie Smith

by Margaret Atwood

An ambitious, exuberant new novel
moving from NorthWest London to
West Africa, from
the multi-award-winning author of White
Teeth and On Beauty.
Two brown girls
dream of being dancers—but only one, Tracey, has
talent. The other has ideas: about rhythm and time,
about black bodies and black music, what constitutes
a tribe, or makes a person truly free. It’s a close but
complicated childhood friendship that ends abruptly
in their early twenties, never to be revisited, but
never quite forgotten, either…. Penguin $27.

Felix is at the top
of his game as Artistic Director of the
Makeshiweg Theatre
Festival. And he’s staging a unique Tempest
that will further boost
his reputation. But all
is lost after an act of
treachery, and Felix is exiled and brewing revenge.
After twelve years, that revenge arrives in the shape
of a theatre course at a nearby prison. Here, Felix
will put on his Tempest and snare his traitors!
Atwood’s novel takes on Shakespeare’s play and
leads us on an interactive, illusion-ridden journey
filled with new wonders and surprises. Hogarth $25.

Moonglow
by Michael Chabon

513 Octavia Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70115

Located in uptown New Orleans
at the corner of Octavia
and Laurel Streets between
Magazine and Tchoupitoulas.

Based on conversations with Chabon’s own grandfather, Moonglow unfolds as a deathbed confession. It
is a tale of madness and war, of sex,
marriage, and desire, of existential
doubt and model rocketry, of
American technological accomplishment at midcentury, and,
above all, of the impact and power
of keeping secrets and telling lies. It
is a portrait of the love between the
narrator’s grandfather and his
grandmother. It is also a tour de
force of speculative autobiography
in which Chabon reveals a secret
history of his own imagination.
Harper $28.99.

Dear Booklover,

It’s nice writing to
you now as the
days grow shorter
and cooler. It’s a
favorite time for
many of us avid
readers—a time
for introversion
and reflection, of
considering where
we are in our year and our lives, and where we’d like
to go. Though spring is considered the time of rebirth
and renewal, it starts here, when we are farthest from
the sun.
The process of selecting the books inside this newspaper is an intimate one. We talk a lot about the power
of story being a force for world change—how the
books we select and read make us better versions of
ourselves. So to honor humanity’s rich diversity and
the commonalities we share, we’ve filled this issue with
both profound snapshots and deep explorations into
the lives of people from all walks of life. We have a
special short story section on page 4 that will allow you
to peek through the windows of all sorts of folks as
they relive memories, enjoy the holidays, experience
awakenings, or just live their lives as minorities. These
are small bites to savor slowly.
And then dive in deep and walk a mile in the shoes of
a grandfather giving his deathbed confessional in
Michael Chabon’s Moonglow; of a black nurse confronting white supremacists in Jodi Picoult’s Small
Great Things; of a successful immigrant businessman
who has just gone belly up in Jade Chang’s Wangs vs.
the World. Become someone else, gain deeper perspective, and connect more fully with your neighbors,
whether next door or across the world.
And as always, we’ve packed these pages with more
than a single theme! You’ll find thrillers for those
chilly dark nights, cookbooks to inspire and nourish,
fun YA and children’s picks, and a wide collection of
non-fiction titles to help you explore music, science,
history, social science, and more. These are gifts we’ve
carefully curated for you, to inspire and entertain,
inform and intrigue. Feed your mind. And then come
back to Octavia Books and tell us all about it.

BOOK CLUBS
OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Second Saturday at 10:30 am
Saturday, December 10, 10:30 am

Sarah Canary
by Karen Joy Fowler
When Sarah Canary wanders into a railway camp in the Washington
territories in 1873, Chin Ah Kin is ordered by his uncle to escort “the
ugliest woman he could imagine” far away. But Chin soon becomes
the follower. They become separated, both resurfacing some days
later at an insane asylum. Chin has run afoul of the law and Sarah has
been committed for observation. Their escape from the asylum sets
into motion a series of adventures that are at once hilarious, deeply
moving, and downright terrifying. Plume Books $16.

Saturday, January 14, 10:30 am

Lord of Light
by Roger Zelazny
Lord of Light is a classic tale of the far future. Winner of the Hugo
Award—one of six Zelazny received over the course of his legendary
career—as well as three Nebula Awards and numerous other honors,
Lord of Light stands with Joe Haldeman’s The Forever War and Frank
Herbert’s Dune as one of the seminal novels that changed the way
readers looked at science fiction. NYT bestselling sci-fi author Greg
Bear says, “Reading Zelazny is like dropping into a Mozart string
quartet as played by Thelonius Monk.” Eos $13.99.

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Third Saturday at 10:30 am

d NO MEETING IN DECEMBER d
Saturday, January 21, 10:30 am

Name of the Rose
by Umberto Eco
The year is 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy Italian abbey are suspected
of heresy, and Brother William arrives to investigate. When his mission is suddenly overshadowed by seven bizarre deaths, Brother
William turns detective. His tools are the logic of Aristotle, the theology of Aquinas, and the empirical insights of Roger Bacon all
sharpened by wry humor and a ferocious curiosity. He collects evidence, deciphers symbols and coded manuscripts, and digs into the
eerie labyrinth of the abbey. Mariner Books $15.95.

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
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Exciting New Fiction
Small Great Things

The Flame Bearer

by Jodi Picoult

by Bernard Cornwell

With richly layered characters, Jodi Picoult tackles privilege,
power, and race in her new novel. After African-American
labor and delivery nurse Ruth Jefferson is told that a white
supremacist couple doesn’t want her to touch their child, the
baby goes into cardiac distress. Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious
crime. Kennedy McQuarrie, a white public defender, takes
her case. As the two come to develop a truer understanding
of each other’s lives, they begin to doubt the beliefs they
each hold most dear. Ballantine $28.99.

The next installment of Bernard Cornwell’s bestselling series
chronicling the epic saga of the making of England, “like
Game of Thrones, but real” (Observer, London). Britain is in
a state of uneasy peace. Northumbria’s Viking ruler,
Sigtryggr, and Mercia’s Saxon Queen Aethelflaed have
agreed a truce. And so England’s greatest warrior, Uhtred of
Bebbanburg, at last has the chance to take back the home his
traitorous uncle stole from him so many years ago and which
his scheming cousin still occupies. Harper $27.99.

The Guineveres

The Terranauts

by Sarah Domet

by T.C. Boyle
As climate change threatens the earth, four men and four
women dubbed the “Terranauts,” are selected to live under
glass in E2, a prototype of a possible off-earth colony.
Closely monitored by Mission Control, this New Eden is
both an adventure in scientific discovery and a momentous
publicity stunt. In addition to their roles as medics, farmers,
biologists, and survivalists, the Terranauts must impress
watchful visitors and a skeptical media. And their mantra:
“Nothing in, nothing out,” soon becomes a dangerous rallying cry. Ecco $26.99.

To four girls who have nothing, their friendship is everything.
The girls are all named Guinevere—Vere, Gwen, Ginny, and
Win—and it is the surprise of finding another Guinevere in
their midst that first brings them together. They come to The
Sisters of the Supreme Adoration convent by different paths,
and together they form the all powerful and confident The
Guineveres, bound by the extraordinary coincidence of their
names and girded against the indignities of their plain,
sequestered lives. Flatiron $25.99.

Judas

The Wangs vs. the World

by Amos Oz

by Jade Chang
Charles Wang is a brash, lovable immigrant businessman who
has just been ruined by the American financial crisis. Now he
wants to get to China and reclaim his ancestral lands and his
pride. Together with his kids and their stepmother, Charles
embarks on a cross-country trip to the home of his eldest
daughter. But with his son waylaid by a New Orleans temptress
and his wife ready to defect for 1,000-thread-count sheets,
Charles may have to choose between his family and fulfilling
his dream of starting anew. Houghton Mifflin $26.

Jerusalem, 1959. Shmuel Ash, a biblical scholar, is adrift in
his young life when he finds work as a caregiver for Gershom
Wald. There he meets Atalia Abarbanel, the daughter of a
deceased Zionist leader, a beautiful, entrancing woman in
her forties. Piece by piece, the old stone house, haunted by
tragedy and now home to the three misfits and their intricate
relationship, reveals its secrets. At once a love story and
coming-of-age novel, an allegory for the state of Israel and
for the biblical tale from which it draws its title. Houghton
Mifflin $25.

I’ll Take You There
by Wally Lamb
Felix is a film scholar who runs a movie club in what was
once a vaudeville theater. One evening, he’s confronted by
the ghost of Lois Weber, a trailblazing motion picture director from Hollywood’s silent film era. Lois invites Felix to
revisit and relive scenes from his past as they are projected
onto the cinema’s big screen. In these magical movies, the
medium of film becomes the lens for Felix to reflect on the
women who profoundly impacted his life, gaining an enlightened understanding of the pressures that all women face.
Harper $25.99.
Starred Reviews:

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

We feel cold, but we don’t mind it,
because we will not come to harm. And if
we wrapped up against the cold, we
wouldn’t feel other things, like the bright
tingle of the stars, or the music of the
Aurora, or best of all the silky feeling of
moonlight on our skin. It’s worth being
cold for that.
— Philip Pullman, The Golden Compass —

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Short Stories
Of All That Ends
by Gunter Grass
This final work of the Nobel Prize winner Gunter Grass is a
witty and elegiac series of meditations on writing, growing
old, and living in the world. In spite of the trials of old age,
and with the end in sight, suddenly everything seems possible again: love letters, soliloquies, scenes of jealousy, swan
songs, social satire, and moments of happiness crowd onto
the page. Savor this moving farewell gift full of poetry, lyric
prose, and drawings—a sensual, melancholy summation of
a life fully lived. Houghton Mifflin $28. Avail. 12/6

Christmas Days
by Jeanette Winterson
Just in time for the Twelve Days of Christmas, NYT bestselling author Jeanette Winterson offers twelve of her brilliantly imaginative, funny, and bold tales plus a personal
story of her own memories. From trees with mysterious
powers to a tinsel baby that talks, philosophical fairies to
flying dogs, a haunted house to a disappearing train,
Winterson’s innovative stories encompass the childlike and
spooky wonder of Christmas. Perfect for reading by the fire
with loved ones, or while traveling home for the holidays.
Grove Press $24. Avail. 12/6

Whatever Happened to
Interracial Love?
by Kathleen Collins
Named one of the most anticipated books of the Fall by the
Huffington Post, New York, The Boston Globe, and Lit Hub.
Kathleen Collins’s collection of stories masterfully blend the
quotidian and the profound, exploring race, gender, family,
and sexuality issues that shape the ordinary moments in our
lives. This work seamlessly integrates the African-American
experience, creating full-bodied men, women, and children
who transcend the symbolic, penetrating both the reader’s
head and heart. Ecco $15.99. Avail. 12/6

Virgin and Other Stories
by April Ayers Lawson
Set in the American South—a world both secular and
devoutly Christian—April Lawson’s stories mine the inner
lives of women and men navigating sexual, emotional, and
spiritual awakenings. Nodding to the Southern Gothic,
Lawson unravels the imperatives of sex and love, of violation and trust, eyeing what happens when we succumb to
temptation. Discover why Virgin made New York Magazine’s
“45 New Books to Read This Fall,” and Huffington Post’s
“20 New Books You’ll Need For Your Shelf in Fall 2016.”
Farrar, Straus, and Giroux $23.
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Thrillers for
Chilly Nights
IQ
by Joe Ide
East Long Beach. The LAPD is barely keeping up with the
neighborhood’s high crime rate. But IQ has taken it upon
himself to help solve the cases the police can’t or won’t touch.
He’s a loner and a high school dropout, his unassuming nature
disguising a relentless determination and a fierce intelligence.
He charges his clients whatever they can afford. To get by, he
also takes on clients that can pay. This time, it’s a rap mogul
whose life is in danger. And the deeper Isaiah digs, the more
dangerous the case becomes. Mulholland $26.

Night School
by Lee Child
It’s 1996, and Reacher is still in the army. In the morning they
give him a medal, and in the afternoon they send him back to
school. An FBI agent and a CIA analyst are also in the classroom, and each is wondering why. Then they learn: a Jihadist
sleeper cell in Germany has received a visitor—a Saudi courier, seeking safe haven while waiting to rendezvous with persons unknown. A CIA asset has overheard the courier whisper a chilling message: The American wants a hundred million
dollars. For what? And who from? Delacorte $28.99.

His Bloody Project
by Graeme Burnet
Man Booker Prize Shortlist Finalist! A brutal triple murder in a
remote Scottish farming community in 1869 leads to the arrest
of seventeen-year-old Roderick Macrae. There is no question
of Macrae’s guilt. But why would a shy and intelligent boy go
down this bloody path? The story is presented as a collection
of documents, including police statements, Macrae’s memoirs,
medical reports, psychological evaluations, a courtroom transcript, and more that throw both Macrae’s motive and his sanity into question. Skyhorse $24.99

A Gambler’s Anatomy
by Jonathan Lethem
The author of Motherless Brooklyn returns with a devilishly
entertaining novel about an international backgammon hustler who thinks he’s psychic. Bruno Alexander travels the
world winning large sums of money off amateur gamers. But
his luck begins to go sour, and he develops a tumor on his
face. With this diagnosis and depleted funds, Bruno agrees to
experimental surgery. There, Bruno confronts two existential
questions: Is the gambler being played by life? And what if
you’re telepathic but it does you no good? Doubleday $27.95.

Hot New Picks in YA

Starred Reviews:

Kids of Appetite

Heartless

by David Arnold

by Marissa Meyer

The acclaimed author of Mosquitoland brings us another
batch of unforgettable characters in this tragicomedy
about first love and devastating loss. Victor Benucci and
Madeline Falco have a story. It begins with the death of
Vic’s father. It ends with the murder of Mad’s uncle. The
Hackensack Police Department wants to hear it. But to tell
their story, Vic and Mad must focus on the chapters in
between, spinning a tale that includes the scattering of
ashes; a submarine; an escape from a war-torn country;
and falling in love. Viking Books for YR $18.99.

Long before she was the terrifying Queen of Hearts,
Catherine was just a girl. She may be a favorite of the
unmarried King of Hearts, but all she wants is to open a
bakery with her best friend. Then Cath meets Jest, the
handsome court joker, and they have a secret courtship.
Cath is determined to define her own destiny and fall in
love on her terms. But in a land of magic, madness, and
monsters, fate has other plans. In her first stand-alone teen
novel, Meyer dazzles us with a prequel to Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland. Feiwel and Friends $19.99.

The Stranger Game

The Midnight Star

by Cylin Busby

by Marie Lu

When Nico Morris’s older sister mysteriously disappears,
she secretly feels relief at being free of Sarah’s daily cruelties. But four years later, Sarah is found, and greatly
changed. She’s thin when Sarah had been athletic; timid
instead of brash; and kind when she had been abusive.
Sarah’s retrograde amnesia has caused her to forget almost
everything about her life. But the dark details of her disappearance continue to haunt Nico, and it becomes clear that
more than one person knows the truth. Balzer & Bray/
HarperTeen $17.99.

The thrilling finale to the NYT bestselling Young Elites
series! Adelina Amouteru is done suffering. She’s turned
her back on those who have betrayed her and achieved the
ultimate revenge: victory. Her reign as the White Wolf has
been triumphant, but with each conquest her cruelty only
grows. The darkness within her has begun to spiral out of
control, threatening to destroy all she’s gained. When a new
danger appears, Adelina’s forced to revisit old wounds, putting not only herself at risk, but every Elite. G.P. Putnam’s
Sons BYR $18.99.

Aerie

Frozen Charlotte

by Maria Dahvana Headley

by Alex Bell

Aza Ray is back on earth after spending the past year
dying, waking up on a sky ship, and discovering that her
song could change the world. When her boyfriend Jason’s
paranoia causes him to make a terrible mistake, Aza finds
herself a fugitive in Magonia, opposing her bloodthirsty
mother and her singing partner. There, she goes in search
of a weapon in a journey that will transform her forever.
Told in Headley’s John-Green-meets-Neil-Gaiman voice,
Aerie will satisfy the many readers who can’t wait to return
to Magonia. Harper $17.99.

When her best friend dies under mysterious circumstances,
Sophie visits her cousins on the remote Isle of Skye. It’s
been years since she saw them—brooding Cameron; perfect
Piper; and peculiar Lilias with her fear of bones. Sophie is
surprised by the strange rules the family now lives by: Make
no mention of Cameron’s accident. Never leave the front
gate unlocked. And don’t speak of the sister whose death
might have closer ties to Sophie’s past—and more sinister
consequences for her future—than she ever knew.
Scholastic $18.99.

The Diabolic

Spindle

by S.J. Kincaid

by E. K. Johnston

Nemesis is a Diabolic, a humanoid teenager created to
protect Sidonia, a galactic senator’s daughter. Nemesis is
trained to give her life for Sidonia, taking as many lives as
necessary to keep her safe. When Sidonia is taken as a
political hostage, Nemesis travels to the court disguised as
Sidonia—a killing machine masquerading in a world of
corrupt politicians. But as the Empire begins to fracture
and rebellion looms, Nemesis finds in herself a humanity
that might be the thing that saves her life and the empire.
Simon & Schuster for YR $17.99.

It has been generations since the Storyteller Queen drove
the demon out of her husband and saved her country. Her
family has prospered, and the demons have been imprisoned. But the prison is crumbling, and a demon has
regained her power. When a princess is born, the demon is
ready with a curse that will cost the princess her soul, or
force her to destroy her people to save her life. The threads
of magic bind princess and exiled spinners into a plot to
break the curse before the demon can become queen.
Disney-Hyperion $18.99. Avail. 12/6

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Tales for Tots
The Bear Who Wasn’t There

Cara’s Kindness

by LeUyen Pham

by Kristi Yamaguchi

This book is about Bear… so what happens when he doesn’t
show up on his page? Who will find him? Will it be Giraffe,
or Cow, or perhaps even the author herself? One thing’s
for sure—it probably won’t be Duck. Duck doesn’t seem
concerned that Bear is missing. In fact, he seems to be
trying to steal the show for himself! He even disguises himself as Bear in an attempt to fool the reader. But after pages
and pages of Duck’s antics and search-party chaos, Bear
appears somewhere utterly unexpected. Roaring Brook
$16.99. Ages 3-6.

Cara the Cat is picking a song for her new ice-skating routine. But when a friend in need turns up at
the rink, Cara drops everything to lend a helping
hand. All she asks is that he pay it forward! Before
long, Cara’s kindness is passed all around, and
might even make its way back home! As founder
of the Always Dream Foundation, ice-skating
Olympic gold medalist Kristi Yamaguchi helps
promote early childhood literacy. Through her
newest picture book, Kristi inspires children of all
ages to pay it forward. Sourcebooks Jaberwocky
$16.99. Ages 4-8.

Nanette’s Baguette
by Mo Willems
Today is the day Nanette gets to get the baguette! Is
she set? YOU BET! Mo Willems’ hilarious new picture book follows our plucky heroine on her first big
solo trip to the bakery. But will Nanette get the
baguette from baker Juliette? Or will Nanette soon be
beset with regret? Set in a meticulously handcraftedpaper-modeled French village, the uniquely vibrant
laugh-out-loud world of Nanette’s Baguette may be
Mo’s best creation yet. Get set to krack into an irresistible tale you won’t soon forget! Disney-Hyperion
$17.99. Ages 3-6.

How to Find a Fox
by Nilah Magruder
Equipped with a camera and determination, a little girl sets out to track down an elusive red fox.
But foxes are sneaky, and it proves more difficult
than she thought. Nilah Magruder’s debut picture book charmingly tells the story of what it
means to not give up and how sometimes what
you’re looking for is closer than you think.
Magruder is an award-winning writer, illustrator,
and storyboard artist. She has illustrated for
comics, children’s books, film, and television as
well as Disney and DreamWorks. Feiwel and
Friends $16.99. Ages 4-7.

Wonderful Winter
by Bruce Goldstone
Winter is a season of wondering and waiting. We wonder why some trees lose their leaves while others stay
green all winter long. We wait for the first snowfall and
then wonder at how amazing each snowflake is. We
wonder how animals manage to live in the cold. And
we can’t wait to celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, and
Kwanzaa. With vivid photographs, lively explanations,
and creative craft ideas, Bruce Goldstone presents all
the fascinating facts that make winter so wonderful!
Henry Holt & Co. $17.99. Ages 5-8.

Walk This World at
Christmastime
illus. by Debbie Powell
A book. An Advent calendar. A perfect
Christmas gift. Let’s take a stroll around
the world, to all four corners of the globe.
Peek through windows, open doors, watch
as Christmastime unfolds…. A collection
of global cultures, Walk This World at
Christmastime illustrates the ways people
around the world celebrate the holiday.
Travel to a new set of countries with
every turn of the page. Lift the numbered flaps for all the fun of an Advent
calendar in a format to be read again and
again. Big Picture Press $17.99. Ages 5-8.

We Found a Hat
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by Jon Klassen

Hotel Bruce

Hold on to your hats for the conclusion of the celebrated hat
trilogy by Caldecott Medalist Jon Klassen, who gives his
deadpan finale a surprising new twist. Two turtles have
found a hat. The hat looks good on both of them. But there
are two turtles. And there is only one hat…. Evoking hilarity
and sympathy, the shifting eyes tell the tale in this brilliantly
paced story in three parts, highlighting Klassen’s visual comedy and deceptive simplicity. The delicious buildup takes an
unexpected turn that is sure to please. Candlewick $17.99.
Ages 4-8.

by Ryan Higgins
When Bruce gets home from a southern
migration trip with his goslings, he is
tired, grumpy, and not prepared to share
his home with the mice who have turned
his den into a hotel. There’s a possum
pillow fight in one room, a fox luring
guests into a stew in the kitchen, and a crew of critters hogging the bed. Bruce tries
to throw them all out, but the entrepreneurial mice can’t take a hint. And then the
goslings join the staff! Will this grumpy bear ever get his quiet den back to himself?
Disney-Hyperion $17.99. Ages 5-8.

Kids, Tweens, and Teens

Gertie’s Leap to Greatness

The Bone Sparrow

by Kate Beasley

by Zana Fraillon

“Meet the new Ramona Quimby!”—Entertainment Weekly.
Gertie Reece Foy is 100% awesome. She has a daddy who
works on an oil rig, a bargain-shopping great-aunt, and
two best friends. So when her absent mother decides to
move away from their town, Gertie sets out on her greatest
mission yet: becoming the best fifth grader in the universe
to show her mother exactly what she’ll be leaving behind.
There’s just one problem: Seat-stealing new girl Mary Sue
wants to be the best fifth grader, too. Farrar, Straus, and
Giroux $16.99. Ages 8-12.

Subhi is a refugee, born in an Australian detention center
after his mother and sister fled the violence of a distant
homeland; the center is the only world he knows. Until
one day Subhi sees a scruffy girl named Jimmie on the
other side of the wire, who appears with a notebook written by her lost mother. Unable to read it, Jimmie asks for
Subhi’s help. Subhi and Jimmie might both find comfort—
and maybe even freedom—as their tales unfold. But not
until each make brave choices that could change everything. Disney-Hyperion $16.99. Ages 10-13.

Fantastic Beasts and
Where to Find Them

The Inquisitor’s Tale

by J.K. Rowling

1242. On a dark night, travelers from across France stop at
an inn and tell stories of three children: William, an oblate
on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, a Jewish boy who
has fled his burning village; and Jeanne, a peasant girl who
hides her prophetic visions. They are accompanied by
Jeanne’s greyhound, Gwenforte… brought back from the
dead. Told in a style reminiscent of The Canterbury Tales,
our narrator collects their stories into a grand saga of
three unlikely allies. Beautifully illustrated! Dutton Books
for YR $17.99. Ages 10+.

by Adam Gidwitz

When Magizoologist Newt Scamander arrives in New
York, he intends his stay to be a brief stopover. However,
when his magical case is misplaced and some of Newt’s
fantastic beasts escape, it spells trouble…. Inspired by the
original Hogwarts textbook by Newt Scamander, Fantastic
Beasts and Where to Find Them: The Original Screenplay
marks the screenwriting debut of J.K. Rowling. A feat of
imagination showcasing a cast of remarkable characters,
this is epic, adventure-packed storytelling at its very best.
Arthur A. Levine $24.99. Ages 8+.

The Boy Who Knew Too Much

by Marcus Sedgwick

by Commander S. T. Bolivar, III

When British writer Arthur Ransome moves to Russia to
work as a journalist, he has little idea of the violent revolution about to erupt. Unwittingly, he finds himself at its
center, tapped by the British to report back on the
Bolsheviks and dangerously, romantically entangled with
Trotsky’s personal secretary. Arthur wants only to elope
far with his beloved, but her Russian ties make leaving the
country nearly impossible. And the more Arthur resists
becoming a pawn, the more entrenched in the game he
becomes. Roaring Brook $17.99. Ages 12-18.

Mattie Larimore used to be the good son—compared to
his brother, Carter, at least. But then he stole a train and
was sent to reform school, Munchem Academy. The kids
at Munchem are terrifying, and the whole place is just a little off. And when Headmaster Rooney’s plan for dealing
with problem students turns to Carter, Mattie, Eliot, and
Caroline band together to save him and the other students. Suddenly Mattie must find his inner hero. And
that’s how the world’s greatest thief got his start. DisneyHyperion $16.99. Ages 9-12.

The Reader

Dork Diaries 11

by Traci Chee

by Rachel Ren Russell

After Sefia’s father is brutally murdered, she flees into the
wilderness with her aunt Nin, who teaches her to hunt,
track, and steal. But Nin is kidnapped, and Sefia’s only
clue to both her aunt’s disappearance and her father’s
murder is the odd rectangular object her father left
behind—a book—a marvelous item unheard of in her illiterate society. With the help of this book and a mysterious
stranger, Sefia sets out to rescue her aunt and find out
what really happened the day her father was killed. G.P.
Putnam’s Sons Books for YR $19.99. Ages 12+.

Nikki and her friends Brandon, Chloe, and Zoey are up
for another adventure in Dork Diaries 11: Tales from a Notso-Friendly Frenemy! This book is the latest edition in the
#1 NYT bestselling series that chronicles the fabulous life
of Nikki Maxwell as she navigates the halls of middle
school, mean girls, BFF drama, and first crushes. The
series has received two Children’s Choice Awards For
Book of the Year, and has sold over 20 million copies with
translation into 34 languages worldwide. Come join the
fun! Aladdin $13.99. Ages 9-13.
Starred Reviews:

Blood Red Snow White

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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New in Paperback

Big Magic

The Guest Room

by Elizabeth Gilbert

by Chris Bohjalian

Readers of all ages and walks of life have drawn inspiration and empowerment
from Elizabeth Gilbert’s books for years. Now this beloved author digs into her
own generative process to share her wisdom and unique perspective about creativity. With profound empathy and generosity, she offers potent insights into the mysterious nature of inspiration. Balancing between soulful spirituality and cheerful
pragmatism, Gilbert encourages us to uncover the strange jewels that are hidden
within each of us. Riverhead $16.

When Kristin Chapman agrees to let her husband, Richard, host his brother’s
bachelor party, she expects a certain amount of debauchery. She takes their young
daughter to Manhattan for the evening, leaving her Westchester home to the men
and their hired entertainment. What she does not expect is that the entertainment—two scared young women brought there by force—will kill their captors and
drive off into the night. With their house now a crime scene, Kristin’s and Richard’s
life spirals into nightmare. Vintage $16.

The Swans of Fifth Avenue

The Road to Little Dribbling

by Melanie Benjamin

by Bill Bryson

Of all the glamorous stars of New York high society, none blazes brighter than
Babe Paley. But beneath this elegantly composed exterior dwells a passionate
woman desperately longing for true love and connection. Enter Truman Capote.
This diminutive golden-haired genius with a larger-than-life personality explodes
onto the scene, setting Babe and her circle of Swans aflutter. Sure of the loyalty of
the man she calls True Heart, Babe never imagines the destruction Truman will
leave in his wake. Bantam $16.

In 1995, Iowa native Bill Bryson took a motoring trip around Britain. The uproarious book that resulted, Notes from a Small Island, is one of the most acute portrayals of the United Kingdom. 20 years later, Bryson—now a British citizen—set out
to rediscover his adopted country. In these pages, he travels across the island,
showing us every pub, stone village, and human foible along the way. Irreverent,
endearing, and hilarious, The Road to Little Dribbling is filled with Bryson’s deep
knowledge and love of his chosen home. Anchor $16.

The Muralist

Pacific

by B. A. Shapiro

by Simon Winchester

When American painter Alizee Benoit vanishes in New York City in 1940, no one
knows what happened to her. Not her Jewish family living in German-occupied
France, her artistic patron Eleanor Roosevelt, nor her friends, including Mark
Rothko, Jackson Pollock, and Lee Krasner. And, some seventy years later, not her
great-niece, who while working at an auction house uncovers paintings hidden
behind works by those now-famous Abstract Expressionists. Do they hold answers
to the mystery of her missing aunt? Algonquin $15.95.

As the Mediterranean shaped the classical world, and the Atlantic connected
Europe to the New World, the Pacific defines our tomorrow. With China on the
rise, so are the American cities of the West coast. In Pacific: Silicon Chips and
Surfboards, Coral Reefs and Atom Bombs, Brutal Dictators and Fading Empires
Winchester calls upon his many journeys throughout the Pacific, his formidable historical understanding, and his singular talent for storytelling in a paean to this magnificent sea of beauty and myth. Harper Perennial $16.99.

Fates and Furies
by Lauren Groff
At age twenty-two, Lotto and Mathilde are tall, glamorous, madly in love, and destined for greatness. A decade later, their marriage is still the envy of their friends,
but with an electric thrill we understand that things are more remarkable than they
have seemed. With stunning revelations and multiple threads, Groff delivers a satisfying novel about love, art, creativity, and power that is unlike anything that has
come before it. Profound, surprising, propulsive, and emotionally riveting, it stirs
both the mind and the heart. Riverhead $16.
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It is the life of the crystal, the architect
of the flake, the fire of the frost,
the soul of the sunbeam.
This crisp winter air is full of it.
— John Burroughs, Winter Sunshine —

Fascinating Lives
My Own Words

First Bite

by Ruth Bader Ginsburg

by Bee Wilson

This is the first book from Ruth Bader Ginsburg since
becoming a Supreme Court Justice in 1993—a witty, engaging, serious, and playful collection of writings from the
woman who has had a powerful influence on law, women’s
rights, and popular culture. In My Own Words, Justice
Ginsburg explores topics including gender equality, the
Supreme Court, being Jewish, opera, and the value of looking beyond US shores when interpreting the US
Constitution. A fascinating glimpse of one of America’s
most influential women. Simon & Schuster $30.

In First Bite: How We Learn to Eat, Bee Wilson draws on
the latest research to reveal that our food habits are
shaped by a host of factors: family and culture, memory
and gender, hunger and love. Wilson introduces us to
people who can only eat foods of a certain color, an
anosmia sufferer who has no memory of the flavor of
her mother’s cooking, and researchers who have pioneered new ways to persuade children to try new vegetables. First Bite shows us how we can change our palates
to lead healthier, happier lives. Basic $16.99.

George Lucas

Appetites: A Cookbook

by Brian Jay Jones

by Anthony Bourdain

On May 25, 1977, a problem-plagued, budget-straining,
independent sci-fi film opened in a mere thirty-two
American movie theatres. Written and directed by George
Lucas, Star Wars reinvented the cinematic landscape. He
followed this success with another blockbuster series,
Indiana Jones, revolutionizing the world of special effects
and sound systems. Lucas is one of the most influential filmmakers of the past fifty years, and his life is now brilliantly
explored in George Lucas: A Life. Little Brown & Co. $32.
Avail. 12/6

Anthony Bourdain has made a profession of understanding the appetites of others, first as a chef, later
as a world-traveling chronicler of food and culture
on his CNN series Parts Unknown. But these days, if
he’s cooking, it’s for family and friends. Appetites
boils down forty-plus years of professional cooking
and globe-trotting to a tight repertoire of personal
favorites. The result is a unique home-cooking,
home-entertaining cookbook/battle plan that will
help you terrify your guests with your breathtaking
efficiency. Ecco $37.50.

River of Time
by Naomi Judd

The Whole30 Cookbook

The world knows Naomi Judd as a successful country music
star. What the world doesn’t know—until now—is that after
her 2011 tour, Naomi fell into a terrifying depression, facing
severe panic attacks, PTSD, toxic drug poisoning, and
addiction. She spent the next two and a half years in psychiatric hospitals searching for answers. In River of Time: My
Descent Into Depression and How I Emerged with Hope,
Naomi shares her message of hope after surviving the most
painful period in her life. Center Street $27. Avail. 12/6

by Melissa Hartwig

Sometimes Brilliant
by Larry Brilliant
In 1963, radical doctor Larry Brilliant followed the hippie
trail to India where he was told that his destiny was to help
eradicate smallpox. He would never have believed he would
be a key player in eliminating a disease that killed more than
half a billion people in the 20th century alone. His unlikely
trajectory, chronicled in Sometimes Brilliant: The Impossible
Adventure of a Spiritual Seeker and Visionary Physician Who
Helped Conquer the Worst Disease in History, is a riveting epidemiological adventure and moving memoir. Harper One
$27.99.

Starred Reviews:

Clever Cooking

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

The groundbreaking Whole30 program has
helped countless people transform their lives by
bringing them better sleep, more energy, fewer
cravings, weight loss, and healthy habits that last
a lifetime. In this cookbook, Melissa Hartwig
delivers over 150 all-new recipes to help readers
prepare delicious, healthy meals during their
Whole30 and beyond. Whether you’ve done the
program once or five times or just want to make
a variety of satisfying, nourishing meals, this
book will inspire. Houghton Mifflin $30. Avail. 12/6

Only in the winter, in the country,
can you have longer,
quiet stretches when you can savor

Library Journal

belonging to yourself.
— Ruth Stout —
Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Understanding Our World
Atlas Obscura

The Glass Universe

by Joshua Foer, Dylan Thuras,
and Ella Morton

by Dava Sobel

Inspiring equal parts wonder and wanderlust, Atlas Obscura:
An Explorer’s Guide to the World’s Hidden Wonders celebrates
over 700 of the most curious places in the world. Talk about
natural wonders—the dazzling glowworm caves in New
Zealand, or a baobob tree in South Africa that’s so large it has
a pub inside! This guide revels in the weird and the overlooked, the hidden and the mysterious. Packed with photographs, charts, and maps, is will be as appealing to the armchair traveler as the die-hard adventurer. Workman $35.

In the mid-1800s, the Harvard College Observatory began
employing women as human computers to interpret the
observations made by their male counterparts each night.
As photography transformed astronomy, the ladies began
studying the stars captured on glass photographic plates,
making ground-breaking discoveries. The Glass Universe:
How the Ladies of the Harvard Observatory Took the
Measure of the Stars is the history of this remarkable group
of women who overcame extreme gender bias. Viking $30.
Avail. 12/6

Against Empathy

Anatomy of a Song

by Paul Bloom

by Marc Myers

We often think that the more empathy we have, the better
we’re off. But Yale researcher Paul Bloom argues that some
of the worst decisions made by individuals and nations are
often motivated by honest, yet misplaced, emotions. Without
empathy, Bloom insists, our decisions would be clearer, fairer, and more moral. Urgent and humane, Against Empathy:
The Case for Rational Compassion shows us that, for both big
and small decisions, limiting empathy is often the most compassionate choice we can make. Ecco $26.99 Avail. 12/6

Every great song has a fascinating backstory. Based on the
ongoing Wall Street Journal column, Anatomy of a Song: The
Oral History of 45 Iconic Hits That Changed Rock, R&B and
Pop, brings to life five decades of music through oral histories of forty-five transformative songs woven from interviews with the artists who created them. Among others,
Myers includes the Isley Brothers’ “Shout,” Led Zeppelin’s
“Whole Lotta Love,” Janis Joplin’s “Mercedes Benz,” and
R.E.M’s “Losing My Religion.” Grove Press $26.

The Liberal Redneck Manifesto

The General vs. the President

by Trae Crowder, Corey Ryan Forrester,
& Drew Morgan

by H.W. Brands

The Liberal Rednecks—a three-man political satire comedy
group—celebrate all that’s good about the South while leading the Redneck Revolution and standing blue in a sea of red.
Perfect for fans of I Am America (And So Can You), The
Liberal Redneck Manifesto: Draggin’ Dixie Outta the Dark
skewers political and religious hypocrisies. While celebrating
the rich culture of the South, this book issues a wake-up call
and a reminder that the South’s problems and dreams aren’t
that far off from the rest of America’s. Atria $25.

Speaking American
by Josh Katz
Did you know that your answers to a handful of
questions can reveal where you grew up? In 2013,
Josh Katz released a dialect quiz in the New York
Times that became the most viewed page in the
paper’s history. Now, Katz has harnessed the overwhelming response to that quiz to create Speaking
American, a fascinating tour through the American
vernacular. How do you pronounce “pecan”? Do
you cut the grass or mow the lawn? The answers to
these questions are windows into our nation,
regions, and language. Houghton Mifflin $25.
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The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the
Brink of Nuclear War examines how President Truman and
General MacArthur decided America’s future after
WWII. When Truman was asked about the possible use of
atomic weapons, he replied, “The military commander in
the field will have charge of the use of the weapons, as he
always has.” This suggested MacArthur had his finger on
the trigger. A correction followed, but too late: two distinct visions were laid bare, and one man would have to
make way. Doubleday $30.

Ancient Worlds
by Michael Scott
2,500 years ago, world civilizations entered a revolutionary era that laid the foundation for our world today.
Radical new forms of government emerged; mighty wars
were fought; and new faiths were ruthlessly employed to
unify empires. In Ancient Worlds: A Global History of
Antiquity, historian Michael Scott presents a gripping narrative of this unique age, showing how diverse societies
responded to similar pressures and how they influenced
one another, revealing new truths about our common
human heritage. Basic $29.99.

LOCAL FLAVORS
Ghosts of Good
Times

Big Bad
Breakfast:
The Most
Important
Book of the Day
by John Currence
John Currence is one of
the most celebrated chefs
in the South. Among his string of highly successful restaurants in Mississippi, Big Bad
Breakfast holds a special place in diners’ hearts:
it is a gathering place where people come
together to share the most important meal of
the day. Big Bad Breakfast: The Most Important
Book of the Day is full of delicious recipes, stories of the wonderful characters who fill the
restaurant every morning, and a meditation on
the significance of the Southern breakfast. Ten
Speed Press $30.

Law & Desire
by Michael Allen Zell
In Law & Desire, the second
book in the acclaimed Bobby
Delery crime fiction series,
Zell continues to peel back
the mean streets of New
Orleans. The parallel stories
of recently-returned Bobby
Delery’s quest to find out
what happened to his family and a city councilman’s unorthodox way of fundraising end up
meeting sharply in a climax that touches on
race, history, and corruption. A rapidly changing yet tradition-bound New Orleans is the fertile setting for the book’s vibrant characters.
Lavender Ink $14.95.
Starred Reviews:

Booklist

Indie Next

— continued from back page —

Expressions of Place:
The Contemporary
Louisiana Landscape

by Philip Gould
Ghosts of Good Times:
South Louisiana Dance
Halls Past and Present
examines a world of Cajun dance halls, Zydeco
clubs, Chitlin Circuit R&B night clubs, SwampPop Honkytonks and other venues that at one
time were prevalent throughout the region.
Photographs by Philip Gould blend architectural imagery of buildings still standing with historic photographs of the clubs that he took in
their heyday. This rich book explores both clubs
from the past and the dance hall scene today.
U of Louisiana at Lafayette Press $30.

Upcoming Events at Octavia Books
KAREN MARIE
MONING
Feversong
BOOK LAUNCH

by John R Kemp
Expressions of Place embarks on a
journey across Louisiana rural and
urban landscapes via the talents of
thirty-seven artists. Many are professionals with regional
and national recognition. Others have found their followings closer to home. All, however, explore the land with
artistic styles that range from traditional to the symbolic
and abstract. Rather than stand as a catalog of the visual
arts in Louisiana, Kemp’s book is a celebration of the
state’s landscape in the work of accomplished artists.
UPress of Mississippi $40.

Snowball Rainbow
by Grace Millsaps
From the author of What the Sleepy
Animals Do at the Audubon Zoo
comes Snowball Rainbow: A New
Orleans Color Book, a heartwarming
board book that introduces the colors
through New Orleans’ favorite summer treat. Board book $11.95. Ages 0-3

Simon of New Orleans
by Yvonne Perret
Simon of New Orleans is a celebration
of the exuberant work of the Artist
synonymous with his adopted hometown. It’s difficult to wander around
New Orleans without stumbling
across the explosions of color and
whimsy that are the trademarks of a Simon piece. In fact,
the scope of his work is unparalleled. Private collectors
snap up pieces as soon as the paint is dry. Simon has
endeared himself to locals and tourists alike, and they have
responded to the unpretentious wit that is the hallmark of
his art. River Road Press $45.

Fred the New Orleans
Drummer Boy
by Fred LeBlanc
Fred LeBlanc, the lead singer and drummer of Cowboy Mouth, the New
Orleans-based band that reached
national fame with its rowdy rock-n-roll
spirit and catchy songs, infuses a bit of himself and his
bandmates into the characters of Fred and his friends in his
debut children’s book. Explore the City of New Orleans
and its music with young Fred and his friends. Then go
behind the scenes as Fred LeBlanc shares the personal
story of how music has inspired and shaped this real-life
New Orleans drummer boy. River Road Press $17.99.
Kirkus

Library Journal

Sunday, January 15, 2017
9 am
Location: Hotel Monteleone,
214 Royal St.
#1 NYT bestselling author
Karen Marie Moning returns to New Orleans to
celebrate her hotly anticipated new novel,
Feversong—the conclusion to the epic Fever series.
To attend, you must purchase Feversong through
Octavia Books. Books will distributed at the hotel
on the morning of January 15 beginning at 9 am.
The order in which you pick up your copies of the
book will determine the your order of entrance
into the hotel ballroom. Delacorte $28.

LYDIA PEELLE
The Midnight Cool
Tuesday, January 17, 2017
6 pm
Set in Tennessee in 1916, on
the cusp of U.S. involvement
in WWI, The Midnight Cool
is a powerful and haunting
story of two flawed but
endearing grifters who pursue women, wealth, and a surprisingly valuable
commodity for the troops in Europe—mules.
Lydia will be joined by her husband Ketch Secor,
of the two-time Grammy Award winning group
Old Crow Medicine Show. He will perform songs
of the era. Harper $26.99. Avail. 1/10/17

TIM GAUTREAUX
Signals
Monday, January 23, 2017
6 pm
After the stunning historical
novels The Clearing and The
Missing, Tim Gautreaux now
explores contemporary life
with twelve new stories and
eight from previous collections. Most are set in Louisiana, others in North
Carolina and even in midwinter Minnesota. But
generally it’s heat, humidity, and bugs that beset
his people as they wrestle with affairs of the heart,
matters of faith, and the pros and cons of tight-knit
communities. Knopf $26.95.

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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INDIES FIRST / SMALL BUSINESS
SATURDAY
Saturday, November 26
On hand for our Small Business Saturday/Indies First celebration, we’ll have a whole host of local authors who are
putting “indies first” by volunteering as our front-line booksellers for the day.
Stop by and ask them what books they recommend. And pick up some signed
books for a loved one. We’re so excited to welcome this line-up of great authors:
9-11 am Whitney Stewart (A Catfish Tale, Feldpost), Louis J. Schmitt (What
Makes New Orleans Special?); 11 am-1 pm Yvonne Spear Perret and Paul Perret
(Simon of New Orleans), Joy Williams (Olivia and the Land of Extra-Ordinary),
Grace Millsaps (Snowball Rainbow); 1-3 pm John Pope (Getting Off on Elysian
Fields), Morgan Molthrop (Jean Lafitte’s Pirate Code), 3-5pm Jami Attenburg
(Saint Mazie), Katy Simpson Smith (Free Men).

CHRIS TUSA
In the City of Fallen Stars
Monday, November 28, 6 pm
Dead birds are falling out of the New Orleans sky, sparking
theories of unsafe air, poison, climate change, terrorism, disease, and mold spores from Katrina. Maurice Delahoussaye
fears the government is hiding something, and when he has
premonitions that his wife is pregnant with Jesus Christ, he
becomes convinced the birds are a sign from God. Welcome
Chris Tusa as he examines post 9/11 paranoia and the scars
of Katrina in this tragicomedy. Livingston $30.

BILL LASCHER
Eve of a Hundred Midnights
Wednesday, November 30, 7 pm
Location: New Orleans JCC, 5342 St. Charles Ave.
In 1941, newly married journalists Mel and Annalee Jacoby
found themselves fleeing Japanese bombers from Manila to
island outposts, continuing to cover the war while running
for their lives. Bringing to light their personal and professional stories, Eve of a Hundred Midnights: The Star-Crossed
Love Story of Two WWII Correspondents and Their Epic Escape Across the Pacific
is a tale of adventure and enduring romance. William Morrow $26.99.

POLAR EXPRESS PARTY
Sunday, December 4, 11:30 am
Who doesn’t love The Polar Express? Join us for story time,
games, and a reindeer craft! Win some prizes.

LIOR LEV SERCARZ
The Spice Companion
Monday, December 5, 6 pm – 8 pm
Tickets are $10 and count as $5 toward the purchase of
the book. Join the renowned spice expert and founder of
La Boîte for an interactive presentation on his new book
The Spice Companion: A Guide to the World of Spices,
including a discussion on sourcing and blending, a live
demo of a spice blend from the book, and a jar of the
blend to take home. Also sample Tripel Burner, his latest collaboration with
Brooklyn Brewery. Clarkson Potter $40.

LORI NICHOLS
Maple & Willow’s Christmas Tree
Tuesday, December 6, 3:30 pm
Maple and Willow love trees—and now they are getting
their first real Christmas tree! After a snowy expedition to
pick out the perfect tree, it’s time to decorate. But whenever Maple gets near the tree, she starts sneezing. Could
she really be allergic to the perfect Christmas tree? And if
so, how will the girls find a way to make this the best Christmas after all? We’re so
excited to welcome Lori Nichols! Nancy Paulsen Books $16.99. Ages 3-5.

MICHAEL TISSERAND
Krazy: George Herriman, A Life in Black and White
BOOK LAUNCH
Tuesday, December 6, 6 pm
George Herriman was one of the most influential people to
come from New Orleans; his “Krazy Kat” cartoons are credited with helping to shape modern culture. Yet he held a private secret: Herriman was African American, born to a
Creole family that hid its racial identity. Now Michael
Tisserand brings us his story—of race, identity, and the historic reverberations
from the cultural stew that was 19th century New Orleans. Harper $35.

GEORGE GRAHAM

HARVEY J. LEWIS

Acadiana Table

A Legacy Preserved:
Contemporary Louisiana Decoy Carvers

Saturday, December 3, 10 am
In this beautiful regional cookbook, Louisiana native
George Graham shares his love of Cajun and Creole
cooking. Filled with standard Louisiana dishes, he also
includes new recipes, techniques, and an exploration
into the culture, geography, and history of the area.
Harvard Common $30. Octavia Books will also be with
the author at the Saturday Crescent City Farmers
Market at 750 Carondelet St. (at Julia St.) on
December 10, from 8:30–10:30 am.

Saturday, December 17, Noon
Alongside Louisiana’s wildfowl hunting tradition,
there has also developed an artistic legacy carried on
by the state’s wildfowl decoy carvers. But the work of
these master artists goes largely unrecognized. This book aims to change that by
showcasing eighteen of Louisiana’s finest carvers and celebrating the craft’s history. Welcome Harvey J. Lewis who has collected both antique and contemporary decoys for over forty years. U of Louisiana at Lafayette Press $35.
— continued on page 11 —

