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Norse Mythology

The Sleepwalker

by Neil Gaiman

by Chris Bohjalian

In Norse Mythology, Neil
Gaiman fashions the
primeval stories of the
Norse pantheon into a
novelistic arc that begins
with the genesis of the nine
worlds and delves into the
exploits of deities, dwarfs,
and giants. Take Thor, who
disguises himself as a woman
to recover his hammer. Or Kvasir, whose blood is turned
into a mead that infuses drinkers with poetry. The work
culminates in Ragnarok, the twilight of the gods and
rebirth of a new time and people. Through Gaiman’s witty
prose emerge these gods with their competitive natures,
their susceptibility to being duped and to duping others,
and their passion, making these long-ago myths breathe
pungent life again. W.W. Norton $25.95. Avail. 2/7

When Annalee Ahlberg
goes missing, her children fear the worst.
Annalee is a sleepwalker
whose affliction manifests
in ways both bizarre and
devastating. Once, she
destroyed the hydrangeas
in front of her Vermont
home. More terrifying was
the night her daughter Lianna pulled her back from the
edge of the Gale River bridge. When the police discover
a scrap of nightshirt hanging on a tree, it seems certain
Annalee is dead. But detective Gavin Rikert continues to
call. As Lianna investigates Annalee’s disappearance, she
finds herself drawn to Gavin, but she must ask herself:
Why does the detective know so much about her mother?
And if she died while sleepwalking, where was the body?
Doubleday $26.95.

Below the Belt
by Stuart Woods

513 Octavia Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70115

Located in uptown New Orleans
at the corner of Octavia
and Laurel Streets between
Magazine and Tchoupitoulas.

Newly ensconced in his Santa Fe abode with a lovely
female companion, Stone Barrington receives a call from
an old friend requesting a delicate favor. A situation has
arisen that could escalate explosively,
and only someone with Stone’s stealth
and subtlety can contain the damage.
At the center of these events is an
impressive gentleman whose star is on
the rise, and who’d like to get Stone in
his corner. He’s charming and ambitious and has friends in high places;
the kind of man who seems to be a
sure bet. But in the fickle circles of
power, fortunes rise and fall on the
turn of a dime, and it may turn out that
Stone holds the key not just to one
man’s fate, but to the fate of the
nation. GP Putnam’s Sons $28.

Dear Booklover,
At the FutureBook Conference
last
December,
author
Andrew
Keen spoke of the
importance of the
book industry in
this “post-truth
age,” defined by
fake news and
quick, surface social media updates. He called it a
“cultural crisis,” but also pointed out that people are
eager to find balance, describing a “centrality of books
in our culture,” and a “growing appetite for understanding a world responsibly.”

BOOK CLUBS
OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Second Saturday at 10:30 am
Saturday, February 11, 10:30 am

Ninefox Gambit
by Yoon Ha Lee
Captain Kel Cheris of the hexarchate is disgraced for using unconventional
methods in a battle against heretics. Kel Command gives her the opportunity
to redeem herself by retaking the Fortress of Scattered Needles, recently captured by heretics. If the fortress falls, the hexarchate might be next. Desperate,
Cheris allies with the undead tactician Shuos Jedao. The good news is that
Jedao has never lost a battle. The bad news is that Jedao went mad in his first
life and massacred two armies, one of them his own. Solaris $9.99.

Saturday, March 11, 10:30 am
That both can be true—that we can be taking in information too rapidly and at the same time determined to
find depth and critical understanding—is evidenced by
the joint reality of our culture’s dependence on social
media and rising retail bookstore sales. At the time of
this letter, we had bookstore retail reports on the first
ten months of 2016; eight of those months showed
increases over the previous year. We are dazzled by
the information age. And we also want to engage
deeply.
This makes our task as booksellers increasingly vital to
the future of our communities and society as a whole.
We carefully curate the books we feel you’ll enjoy and
find meaning in. The books that will make you think,
see the world from a new perspective, or even just help
you get lost in another world for awhile.

Rendezvous with Rama
by Arthur C. Clarke
At first, all that is known about the celestial object dubbed “Rama” is that it’s
huge and is hurtling through the solar system at inconceivable speed. Then a
space probe confirms the unthinkable: Rama is, incredibly, an interstellar
spacecraft. Explorers and scientists alike prepare for mankind’s first encounter
with alien intelligence. It will kindle their dreams and fan their fears. For no
one knows who the Ramans are or why they have come. And now the moment of rendezvous
awaits—just behind a Raman airlock door. Spectra $7.99.

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Third Saturday at 10:30 am
Saturday, February 18, 10:30 am

Loitering with Intent
by Muriel Spark

In this issue, we’ve collected titles to both inform and
entertain, with interesting journeys, edge-of-your-seat
thrillers, and explorations in science, business, and
memoir. We’re particularly excited about Neil
Gaiman’s Norse Mythology, Laurie Frankel’s This is
How it Always Is, and Girl Rising by Tanya Lee Stone,
which explores how education can break the cycle of
poverty.
Though we’re excited about the titles we’re featuring
here, we are equally eager to help you with your own
unique interests. So come in to Octavia Books and
let’s chat and find something that will deepen your
understanding of our world. We look forward to
exploring together!
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Happily loitering about London, c. 1949, with the intent of gathering material
for her writing, Fleur Talbot finds a job on the grubby edge of the literary world
at the very peculiar Autobiographical Association. Mad egomaniacs writing
their memoirs in advance or poor fools ensnared by a blackmailer? When the
association’s pompous director steals Fleur’s manuscript, fiction begins to
appropriate life. New Directions $15.95.

Saturday, March 18, 10:30 am

The Turn of the Screw
by Henry James
The Turn of the Screw tells of a nameless young governess sent to a country
house to take charge of two orphans, Miles and Flora. Unsettled by a dark
foreboding of menace within the house, she comes to believe that something
malevolent is stalking the children. But is the threat to her young charges really
a malign and ghostly presence or something else entirely? The Turn of the Screw
is James’s great masterpiece of haunting atmosphere and unbearable tension
and has influenced subsequent ghost stories and films. Penguin $8.

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

Exciting New Fiction

Starred Reviews:

This is How it Always Is

If You Are There

by Laurie Frankel

by Susan Sherman

This is Claude. He’s five years old, the youngest of five brothers, and loves peanut butter sandwiches. He also dreams of
being a princess. When he grows up, Claude says, he wants to
be a girl. Rosie and Penn want Claude to be whoever Claude
wants to be. They’re just not sure they’re ready to share that
with the world. Soon the entire family is keeping Claude’s
secret… until it explodes. This is a novel about revelations,
transformations, and family. And how families with secrets
don’t get to keep them forever. Flatiron $25.99.

Set in the early 1900s, the novel follows young Lucia
Rutkowski who escapes the Warsaw ghetto to work for two
disorganized, poor married scientists. Lucia soon bonds with
her eccentric employers, watching them rise to fame for their
work with radioactive materials as the great Marie and Pierre
Curie. Thanks to the Curies, Lucia meets Eusapia Palladino,
a world famous medium, and eventually leaves the Curies to
travel with her. And ultimately, Lucia is placed in the
crosshairs of faith versus science. Counterpoint $26.

Transit

The Evening Road

by Rachel Cusk

by Laird Hunt

In the wake of her family’s collapse, a writer and her two
young sons move to London. In the city, she is made to
consider questions of vulnerability and power, death and
renewal, in what becomes her struggle to reattach herself to,
and believe in, life. Filtered through its intelligent protagonist, Transit sees Rachel Cusk delve deeper into the themes
first raised in her acclaimed novel, Outline, and reflect on
the value of suffering, the moral problems of personal
responsibility, and the mystery of change. Farrar, Straus, &
Giroux $26.

Meet Ottie Lee Henshaw: quick of mind, she navigates a
stifling marriage, a lecherous boss, and on one day in 1930
an odyssey across the countryside. Meet Calla Destry:
a young woman desperate to escape her town’s violence and
to find the lover who has promised her a new life. On this
day, the countryside of Jim Crow-era Indiana is no place for
either. Reminiscent of the works of Louise Erdrich and
Edward P. Jones, this is the story of two women on the move
through an America riven by fear and hatred. Little, Brown
$26. Avail. 2/7

Pachinko

Selection Day

by Min Jin Lee

by Aravind Adiga

Profoundly moving, Pachinko follows a Korean family
through the generations, beginning in early 1900s Korea
with Sunja, the daughter of a poor yet proud family, whose
unplanned pregnancy threatens to shame them. Betrayed by
her wealthy lover, Sunja finds unexpected salvation when a
young tubercular minister offers to marry her and bring her
to Japan to start a new life. So begins a sweeping saga of
exceptional people in exile from a homeland they never
knew and caught in the indifferent arc of history. Grand
Central $27. Avail. 2/7

Manjunath Kumar is fourteen and living in a slum in
Mumbai. He knows that he fears his domineering and cricket-obsessed father, admires his talented sibling, Radha, and
is fascinated by scientific facts and the world of CSI. But
there are many things, about himself and the world, that he
doesn’t know. When Manju meets Radha’s great rival, a
privileged and confident Muslim boy, everything in Manju’s
world begins to change, and he is faced by decisions that will
challenge his understanding of it, as well as his own self.
Scribner $26.

4321

Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk

by Paul Auster

by Kathleen Rooney

On March 3, 1947, Archibald Isaac Ferguson is born. From
that beginning, life takes four simultaneous and independent fictional paths. Four identical Fergusons go on to lead
four parallel and entirely different lives. Fortunes, athletic
skills, friendships, and intellectual passions contrast. Each
Ferguson falls for Amy Schneiderman, yet each Amy and
Ferguson have a unique relationship. Meanwhile, readers
take in each Ferguson’s pleasures and pains, as the plot of
each life unfolds. Henry Holt & Co. $32.50.

She took 1930s New York by storm, becoming the highest
paid advertising woman in the country. It was a job that, she
says, both saved her life, and ruined it. Now it’s 1984 and
Lillian, 85 years old but just as sharp, is on her way to a party.
On a walk through the city, she meets bartenders, clerks,
security guards, and criminals, reviewing a life of passion and
heartbreak, and illuminating the ways New York has and hasn’t changed. This is a love letter to city life in all its guts and
grandeur, and a portrait of a remarkable woman. Martin’s
$25.99

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal

3

Thrilling Page Turners
Behind Her Eyes

History of Wolves

by Sarah Pinborough

by Emily Fridlund

On a rare night out, single mom Louise meets a man in a
bar, and sparks fly. When Louise arrives at work on
Monday, she meets her new boss, David… the man from the
bar… who is very married and says the kiss was a mistake,
though he can’t keep his eyes off Louise. Later Louise
meets Adele, who’s new to town and in need of a friend.
And she’s also David’s wife. Sarah Pinborough has written
a novel that takes the modern day love triangle and reinvents it in a way that will leave readers reeling. What an
ending! Flatiron $25.99.

Fourteen-year-old Linda lives with her parents in northern
Minnesota, in a nearly abandoned commune. She is isolated
at home and an outlander at school. And then a new family
moves in, and Linda begins babysitting their little boy.
Though she gains a new sense of belonging, she is also
drawn into secrets she doesn’t understand. And as she
struggles to find a way out of her sequestered world, Linda
confronts the life-and-death consequences of the things
people do—and fail to do—for the people they love.
Atlantic Monthly $25.

Little Deaths

Take Back the Sky

by Emma Flint

by Greg Bear

It’s 1965 in Queens, NY, and Ruth Malone—a single mother who works long hours as a cocktail waitress—wakes to
discover her two children are missing. When their bodies
are found murdered, Ruth is suspected. Pete Wonicke is
a reporter covering the murders. His interest develops into
an obsession with Ruth, and he comes to believe there’s
more to the woman whom prosecutors and the press have
painted as a promiscuous femme fatale. Did Ruth kill her
own children, or is there something more sinister at play?
Hachette $26.

The conclusion to an epic interstellar trilogy of war from
master of science fiction, Greg Bear. Marooned beneath
the crust of Saturn’s moon, Skyrine Michael Venn and his
comrades face double danger from Earth and from the
Antagonists. Haunted by their dead and by the archives of
our ancestors, they must team up with their enemies and
journey beyond Pluto to the fabled Planet X. It’s here that
Master Sergeant Venn will finally understand his destiny
and the destiny of every intelligent being in the solar system.
Orbit $26.

All Our Wrong Todays

Rather Be the Devil

by Elan Mastai

by Ian Rankin

The future that people in the 1950s imagined is Tom
Barren’s reality. In his 2016, humanity thrives in a technoutopian paradise of flying cars and moon bases, where punk
rock never existed, because it wasn’t necessary. In a timetravel mishap, Tom becomes stranded in our “real world”
2016, which seems to him like a dystopian wasteland. But
when he discovers wonderfully unexpected versions of his
family, career, and soul mate, Tom must decide: should he
fix history, or forge a new life in our messy reality? Dutton
$26. Avail. 2/7

As he settles into an uneasy retirement, Rebus has given up
his favorite vices. There’s just one habit he can’t shake: he
can’t let go of an unsolved case. But when Rebus reexamines the long-ago murder of a woman at a luxurious hotel—
on the same night a famous rock star and his entourage
were also staying there—the past comes roaring back to life
with a vengeance. A twisted tale of power, corruption, and
rivalries in the heart of Edinburgh, Rather Be the Devil
showcases Rankin and Rebus at their unstoppable best.
Little, Brown $27.

Right Behind You
by Lisa Gardner
Eight years ago, Sharlah May Nash’s older brother Telly
beat their drunken father to death with a baseball bat in
order to save both of their lives. Now thirteen, Sharlah has
moved on and is about to be adopted by retired FBI profiler
Pierce Quincy and his partner, Rainie Conner. But a rash of
murders lead Quincy and Rainie to suspect that Telly is
killing again. Though he once saved her life, Sharlah wonders: is her brother a hero or a killer? And how much will it
cost her new family before they learn the final, shattering
truth? Dutton $27.
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A book must be the axe
for the frozen sea within
us. That is my belief.
– Franz Kafka

Hot New Picks in YA

Starred Reviews:

Windwitch

History is All You Left Me

by Susan Dennard

by Adam Silvera

On a continent ruled by three empires, some are born with
a “witchery,” a magical skill. This follow-up to NYT bestselling Truthwitch continues the tale of Merik—cunning
privateer, prince, and windwitch, whom the world believes
died at sea. But Merik lives, and is determined to prove
his sister’s treachery. Upon reaching the royal capital,
crowded with refugees, he haunts the streets, fighting for
the weak—which leads to whispers of a disfigured
demigod, the Fury, who brings justice to the oppressed. Tor
Teen $18.99.

When Griffin’s first love and ex-boyfriend, Theo, dies in an
accident, his universe implodes. Even though Theo had
moved away and started seeing Jackson, Griffin never
doubted Theo would come back to him one day. To make
things worse, the only person who truly understands his
heartache is Jackson. But no matter how much they open
up to each other, Griffin’s downward spiral of obsessive
compulsions and destructive choices continues. If Griffin is
to rebuild his future, he must confront his heartbreaking
history. Soho Teen $18.99.

How to Break a Boy

Wintersong

by Laurie Devore

by S. Jae-Jones

Olivia Clayton is a master of tearing others down to stay on
top. She and her best friend, Adrienne, rule their small
town… until Olivia suffers a family tragedy and catches
Adrienne sleeping with her boyfriend. Olivia decides to
make a change, but not before taking down Adrienne one
last time. Olivia convinces Whit Du Rant to be her tutor
and fake boyfriend. But it starts to feel real, and Whit gets
caught up in Olivia and Adrienne’s war. Olivia won’t go
down without a fight—not if it means losing Whit. Or
what’s left of herself. Imprint $17.99.

All her life, tales of the Goblin King have enraptured Liesl’s
mind and inspired her musical compositions. Now eighteen
and helping to run her family’s inn, Liesl feels her childhood dreams are slipping. But when her sister is taken by
the Goblin King, Liesl journeys to the Underground to save
her. Drawn to the strange world and the mysterious man
who rules it, she faces an impossible decision. Liesl must
discover who she truly is before time runs out and her fate
is sealed. Thomas Dunne Book for St. Martin’s Griffin
$18.99. Avail. 2/7

The Edge of Everything

Carve the Mark

by Jeff Giles

by Veronica Roth

It’s been a shattering year for seventeen-year-old Zoe,
who’s reeling from her father’s death and her neighbors’
disappearance. Then on a terrifying, blizzardy night, she
and her brother are attacked in the woods—and rescued
by a bounty hunter they call X. X is from a hell called the
Lowlands, sent to claim the soul of Zoe’s evil attacker. He
is forbidden from revealing himself, but he casts aside the
rules for Zoe. And as they learn more about their colliding
worlds, they begin to question the past, their fate, and their
future. Bloomsbury $18.99.

Fans of Star Wars and Divergent will revel in internationally
bestselling author Veronica Roth’s stunning new sciencefiction fantasy series. On a planet where violence and
vengeance rule, where some are favored by fate, everyone
develops a currentgift, a unique power meant to shape the
future. While most benefit from their currentgifts, Akos
and Cyra don’t; theirs make them vulnerable to others’ control. Can they reclaim their gifts, their fates, and their lives,
and reset the balance of power in this world? Katherine
Tegan $22.99.

City of Saints and Thieves

Wires and Nerve

by Natalie C. Anderson

by Marisa Meyer

After fleeing the Congo as refugees, Tina and her mother
arrived in Kenya seeking a new life. Her mother found
work as a maid for the prominent Greyhill family. But Tina
soon learns that the Greyhill fortune was built from crime,
and her mother is found dead in Greyhill’s study. After
four years, Tina finally gets her chance for revenge, and
finds her own life at stake. But uncovering the incredible
truth about who killed her mother—and why—keeps her
holding on in this nail-biting thriller. GP Putnam’s Sons
BYR $18.99.

In her first graphic novel, Marissa Meyer extends the world
of the Lunar Chronicles with a brand-new, action-packed
story about Iko, the android with a heart of (mechanized)
gold. When rogue packs of wolf-hybrid soldiers threaten the
peace alliance between Earth and Luna, Iko hunts down the
leader. She is soon working with a handsome royal guard
who forces her to question everything she knows about love,
loyalty, and her own humanity. With appearances by Cinder
and the rest of the Rampion crew! Feiwel & Friends $21.99.

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Tales for Tots
Dormouse Dreams

Heart to Heart

by Karma Wilson

by Lois Ehlert

As Dormouse dreams his way through winter, he
imagines going on adventures with his best dormouse
friend. Whimsical illustrations feature other animals
entertaining themselves with dart games, cross-country skiing, and more while Dormouse hibernates.
Readers can also follow the friend’s journey to
Dormouse’s house, where she wakes him up for some
real life pleasures, including daydreaming. This is the
perfect bedtime book to snuggle up with when spring
isn’t coming fast enough. Disney-Hyperion $16.99.
Ages 2-5. Avail. 2/7

From beloved artist Lois Ehlert comes a clever and
funny valentine celebrating love and friendship.
Readers of all ages will go bananas for this pun-filled
and sweet story filled with rebuses and love. Alphabet
letters and bold, graphic images of fruits and vegetables come together in this playful book that is perfect
for sharing. “While there is the occasional groaner tucked
in here and there (“We could [celery]brate”), only the surliest readers won’t
crack a smile as they turn the pages.”–Publishers Weekly. Beach Lane Books
$9.99. Ages 3-6.

This & That
by Mem Fox
This & That reunites bestselling picture book author
Mem Fox with illustrator Judy Horacek, following
their most recent collaboration on Good Night, Sleep
Tight. In this delightful tale, two mice set off on a storytelling adventure that takes them through cavernous
caves, atop crazy giraffes, and over palace walls until
they return safely home to the comfort of their beds. A
sweet, rhyming story, This & That is perfect for helping
children develop their sequencing skills! Scholastic
$17.99. Ages 2-5.

Spunky Little Monkey
by Bill Martin, Jr.
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Ballet Cat
What’s Your Favorite Favorite?
by Bob Shea
Ballet Cat and her cousin Goat are preparing a show
for Grandma. Each is trying to outdo the other—
Ballet Cat with an elaborate dance routine (of
course), and Goat with his amazing (amazingly lame,
that is) magic tricks. Neither act goes off quite as
planned, but it doesn’t matter… because Grandma
falls asleep during the performance! Oh well, at
least Ballet Cat and Goat learn how to cooperate.
(But Ballet Cat cooperates better!) DisneyHyperion $9.99. Ages 4-8. Avail. 2/7

Egg

“Sleepy little monkey won’t get out of bed. Mama
called the Doctor and the Doctor said: ‘Apple Juice,
Orange Juice, Gooseberry Pies—Monkey needs some
exercise!’” Sleepy little monkeys everywhere will
stomp, shake, and cheer—while chanting this rhythmic, energetic dance song based on a popular playground game. As they move their heads, hands, hips,
and feet, everyone will be bursting with clapping energy… and ready to start a new day! Filled with humor,
high energy, and Bill Martin Jr.’s trademark rhythm.
Scholastic $17.99. Ages 3-5.

by Kevin Henkes

Hug It Out!

Bad Kitty Takes the Test

by Louis Thomas

by Nick Bruel

Mom has had enough of Woody and Annie’s incessant
fighting. When her pleas for sharing and apologizing
are ignored, she demands they “hug it out.” At first,
the warring siblings are confused. Hugging? But after
a long afternoon of forced embraces, the brother and
sister decide to call a truce to avoid yet another icky
hug. However, it doesn’t take long for them to miss
that newfound closeness. And soon they’re looking for
something to fight about so they can hug it out once
more! Farrar, Straus & Giroux BYR $16.99. Ages 3-6.

This masterful picture book introduces young children to four eggs. One is blue, one is pink, one is
yellow, and one is green. Three of the eggs hatch,
revealing baby birds who fly away. But the green
egg does not hatch. Why not? When the three birds
return to investigate, they’re in for a big surprise!
With a compelling mix of comic-like panels, wordless pages and spreads, and a short text featuring word repetition, surprise, and
suspense, Egg is an ideal book for emergent readers, as well as for sharing in a
group. Greenwillow $17.99. Ages 4-8.

Based on her previous bad behavior, the Society of Cat
Aptitude has determined that Kitty is not only a bad
kitty but a bad cat. In order to redeem her feline status,
Kitty must take an aptitude test to determine if she
deserves to be a cat. If she fails, she will no longer be
able to be a cat. With the help of Chatty Kitty, who is
the instructor at Cat School, and Uncle Murray, who
thinks he’s just there to renew his driver’s license, Kitty learns all about being
a cat and a little about herself. Roaring Brook $13.99. Ages 7-10.

Kids, Tweens, and Teens

Stef Soto, Taco Queen

Love and First Sight

by Jennifer Torres

by Josh Sundquist

Estefania “Stef” Soto is itching to shake off Tia Perla, her
family’s taco truck. She wants nothing more than for Papi
to get a normal job. Then maybe everyone at school will
stop seeing her as the Taco Queen. But when her family’s
livelihood is threatened, and it looks like her wish will
come true, Stef surprises everyone (including herself) by
becoming the truck’s unlikely champion. In this fun and
heartfelt novel, Stef will discover what matters and
embrace an identity that even includes old Tia Perla.
Little, Brown BYR $16.99. Ages 8-11.

Blind sixteen-year-old Will Porter gets an opportunity for
an experimental surgery that could give him eyesight for
the first time in his life. But learning to see is more difficult
than Will imagined. It turns out that Cecily, the girl he’s
had a crush on, doesn’t meet traditional definitions of
beauty—in fact, everything he’d heard about her appearance was a lie engineered by their so-called friends to get
the two of them together. Does it matter what Cecily looks
like? No, not really. But why does Will feel so betrayed?
Little, Brown BYR $17.99. Ages 13-17.

Short

A List of Cages

by Holly Goldberg Sloan

by Robin Roe

Julia is very short for her age, but by the end of the summer run of The Wizard of Oz, she’ll realize how big she is
inside. When the director of Oz casts her as a Munchkin,
she becomes friendly with wise Olive, one of the adults
with dwarfism who’s sharing a Munchkin role, and with
Mrs. Chang, her artistic neighbor. Julia’s sense of self as
an artist grows, and her director has more big plans for
her! Bubbling over with humor and tenderness, this is a
story of self-discovery and of the role models who change
us. Dial $16.99. Ages 8-12.

For his senior year elective, Adam Blake is serving as an
aide to the school psychologist. When the doctor asks him
to track down a troubled freshman, Adam discovers that
the boy is Julian—his former foster brother. At first, Julian
seems like the boy Adam once knew. He’s still kind hearted and writes stories. But soon, Adam realizes Julian is
keeping secrets, like where he hides during the day, and
what’s going on inside his house. Adam wants to help, but
his involvement could cost both boys their lives. DisneyHyperion $17.99. Ages 14-17.

Dragon Captives

Wayfarer

by Lisa McMann

by Alexandra Bracken

In this new sequel series to The Unwanteds, identical twins
Fifer and Thisbe have amazing yet uncontrollable magical
abilities. They’re naturally more gifted than even their
brother, Alex, the head mage of Artime, who finds them
reckless. Seeking his good opinion, the twins leave to help
Hux, a dragon whose siblings have been enslaved by the
evil Revinir, ruler of the dragon land. But will their
untrained abilities be enough to save the dragons and
themselves when they come face-to-face with the Revinir?
Aladdin $17.99. Ages 8-12. Avail. 2/7

In this stunning conclusion to the Passenger series, Etta
Spencer doesn’t discover she’s a traveler until the day she
emerged both miles and years from her home. Now, Etta
is stranded, cut off from the eighteenth century privateer
she loves and her natural time. When Etta stumbles into
the heart of the Thorns, the renegade travelers who stole
the astrolabe, she vows to destroy the astrolabe once and
for all. Instead, she’s blindsided by a bombshell revelation
from their leader, Henry Hemlock: he is her father.
Disney-Hyperion $17.99. Ages 14-17.

The Witch’s Vacuum Cleaner
and Other Stories

Girl Rising

by Terry Pratchet

Worldwide, over 62 million girls are not in school. Girl
Rising, a global campaign for girls’ education, created a
film chronicling the stories of nine girls in the developing
world and exploring how education can break the cycle
of poverty. Now, Tanya Lee Stone illuminates the facts
behind the film, examining barriers to education and the
community benefits of removing these barriers. Girl
Rising will inspire readers of all ages to support this
growing movement and help change the world. Wendy
Lamb $22.99. Ages 14+. Avail. 2/14

by Tanya Lee Stone

The Witch’s Vacuum Cleaner is the second fabulously funny
short-story collection from the late acclaimed storyteller
Terry Pratchett. A follow-up to Dragons at Crumbling
Castle, this second batch of storytelling gems features stories written when Sir Terry was just seventeen years old
and working as a junior reporter. In these pages, new
Pratchett fans will find wonder, mayhem, sorcery, and
delight and loyal readers will recognize the seeds of ideas
that went on to influence his most beloved tales later in
life. Harper Collins $18.99. Ages 9-12.
Starred Reviews:

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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New in Paperback
Hidden Figures
by Margot Lee Shetterly
Now a major motion picture! Before John Glenn or Neil
Armstrong, a group of female mathematicians known as
human computers ran the calculations that would launch
rockets and astronauts into space. Among them was a
group of African American women, some of the brightest
minds of their generation. Even as they were segregated
from their white counterparts, the women of Langley’s allblack West Computing group helped fuel some of
America’s greatest achievements in space. William
Morrow & Co. $15.99.

Britt-Marie Was Here

Thomas Jefferson and the
Tripoli Pirates
by Brian Kilmeade
When Thomas Jefferson became president in 1801,
America was in debt, with its economy and dignity under
attack. Pirates from North Africa’s Barbary Coast routinely captured American merchant ships and held the sailors
for ransom far beyond the country’s means. Jefferson sent
troops to blockade Tripoli, beginning America’s journey
toward superpower status. Thomas Jefferson and the Tripoli
Pirates: The Forgotten War That Changed American History
recaptures this war with real-life drama of intrigue and
bravery. Sentinel $17.

by Fredrik Backman

The Fireman

When fussy, socially awkward Britt-Marie walks out on her
cheating husband, she finds work as the caretaker of a
soon-to-be demolished recreation center. Britt-Marie finds
herself being drawn into the daily doings of her fellow citizens, an odd assortment of miscreants, drunkards, and
layabouts. Most alarming of all, she’s given the impossible
task of leading the supremely untalented children’s soccer
team to victory. In this small town of misfits, can BrittMarie find a place where she belongs? Washington Square
$16. Avail. 2/7

by Joe Hill

The Bertie Project

NYT bestselling author Joe Hill delivers a chilling novel
about a pandemic of spontaneous combustion and a band
of heroes who battle to save civilization, led by one enigmatic man known as the Fireman. Harper Grayson has
contracted the virus, but she is determined to survive long
enough to deliver her unborn baby. Her community in
chaos, she discovers the Fireman, an afflicted madman
who controls the fire within himself, using it as a shield to
protect the hunted… and as a weapon to avenge the
wronged. William Morrow $18.99.

by Alexander McCall Smith

Mr. Splitfoot

Our beloved cast of characters are back in this latest
installment of McCall Smith’s charming series. Bertie’s
mother, Irene, returns from the Middle East to discover
that her son has been exposed to the worst of evils: television shows, ice cream parlors, and even unsanctioned art.
Her wrath descends on Bertie’s long-suffering father,
Stuart. But Stuart has found a reason to spend more time
outside of the house and has a new spring in his step.
What does this mean for the residents of 44 Scotland
Street? Anchor $15. Avail. 2/7

by Samantha Hunt

Arrival

Ruth and Nat are orphans, packed into a house full of
abandoned children run by a religious fanatic. To entertain
their siblings, they channel the dead. Decades later, Ruth’s
niece, Cora, finds herself accidentally pregnant. After
years of absence, Aunt Ruth appears, mute and full of
intention. She is on a mysterious mission, leading Cora on
an odyssey across the entire state of New York on foot.
Where is Ruth taking them? Where has she been? And
who—or what—has she hidden in the woods at the end of
the road? Mariner $14.95.

by Ted Chiang
Offering the dual delights of the strange and the familiar,
Arrival presents characters who must confront sudden
change. In “Story of Your Life,” which provides the basis
for the film Arrival, alien lifeforms appear on Earth. When
a linguist is brought in, her new knowledge of their nonlinear language allows her to see future events. In each story
of this incredible collection, Ted Chiang examines what it
means to be alive in a world marked by uncertainty and
wonder. Previously published as Stories of Your Life and
Others. Vintage $16.

I want people to come
away from my book with
questions. Questions about
virtue and goodness.
Not answers.
– Veronica Roth
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Understanding Our World
The Undoing Project

50 States, 5,000 Ideas

by Michael Lewis

by Joe Yogerst

Forty years ago, Israeli psychologists Daniel Kahneman and
Amos Tversky wrote a series of studies undoing our assumptions about the decision-making process. Their work created
behavioral economics, revolutionized Big Data studies,
advanced evidence-based medicine, and led to a new
approach to government regulation. The Undoing Project: A
Friendship That Changed Our Minds is about one of the greatest partnerships in the history of science, one that may have
permanently changed mankind’s view of its own mind.
Norton $28.95.

In 50 States, 5,000 Ideas: Where to Go, When to Go, What
to See, What to Do, the travel experts at National
Geographic showcase the best travel experiences in every
state, from the obvious to the unexpected. Sites include
national parks, beaches, hotels, Civil War battlefields,
dude ranches, out-of-the-way museums, and more. Each
entry provides detailed travel information as well as
fascinating facts about each state that will help fuel your
wanderlust and ensure the best vacation possible.
National Geographic $24.95. Avail. 2/7

Reality Is Not What It Seems

From Bacteria to Bach and Back
by Daniel Dennett

by Carlo Rovelli
What are time and space made of? Where does matter come
from? And what exactly is reality? Theoretical physicist
Carlo Rovelli has spent his life exploring these questions. In
Reality Is Not What It Seems: The Journey to Quantum Gravity,
he explains how our image of the world has changed over the
last few dozen centuries. Using accessible prose, Rovelli
takes us on a journey from classical physics to his own work
in quantum gravity. His evocative explanations invite us to
imagine a new world yet to be discovered. Riverhead $26.

How did we come to have minds that can create, imagine,
and explain? For centuries, this question has intrigued
psychologists, physicists, poets, and philosophers. In
From Bacteria to Bach and Back: The Evolution of Minds,
Daniel Dennett builds on ideas from computer science
and biology to show how a comprehending mind could
have arisen from natural selection. Part philosophical
whodunit, part bold scientific conjecture, this landmark
work enlarges themes that have sustained Dennett’s legendary career. Norton $28.95. Avail. 2/7

The Case Against Sugar

Food, Health, and Happiness

by Gary Taubes
From the best-selling author of Why We Get Fat comes a
groundbreaking expose that makes the convincing case that
sugar is the tobacco of the new millennium: backed by powerful lobbies, entrenched in our lives, and making us very
sick. With his command of science and straight talk, Gary
Taubes delves into Americans’ history with sugar and
explains what research has shown about our addiction to
sweets, providing the perspective necessary to make
informed decisions about sugar as individuals and as a society. Knopf $26.95.

Starred Reviews:

by Oprah Winfrey
Oprah Winfrey will be the first to tell you, she has had a
complicated relationship with food. It’s been both a
source of delight and comfort for her, but also the cause
of an ongoing struggle with her weight. In Food, Health,
and Happiness: 115 On-Point Recipes for Great Meals and
a Better Life, Oprah shares the recipes that have allowed
eating to finally be joyful for her. With dishes created and
prepared alongside her favorite chefs and paired with
personal essays and memories from Oprah herself.
Flatiron $35.

If Our Bodies Could Talk

The Lost City of the Monkey God

by James Hamblin

by Douglas Preston

In 2014, James Hamblin launched a series of videos called “If
Our Bodies Could Talk.” With it, the doctor-turned-journalist established himself as a seriously entertaining authority in
the field of health. Now, in If Our Bodies Could Talk: A Guide
to Operating and Maintaining a Human Body, Hamblin
humorously explores the human stories behind health—
questions that never seem to go away and which tend to be
oversimplified by marketing and media. He covers topics
such as sleep, aging, diet, and more. Doubleday $26.95.

In 2012, author Doug Preston joined a team of scientists
on a quest to uncover a lost city in the Honduran interior.
Using mapping technology, the team revealed not just an
undiscovered city but an enigmatic, lost civilization.
Venturing into the wilderness to confirm the discovery,
they contracted a horrifying, sometimes lethal and incurable disease. Suspenseful and shocking, The Lost City of
the Monkey God is the true, eyewitness account of one of
the great discoveries of the twenty-first century. Grand
Central $28.

Booklist

Indie Next

Kirkus

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Business Sense
The Unbanking of America
by Lisa Servon
The Unbanking of America: How the New Middle Class
Survives exposes the ways in which banks have abandoned
lower- and middle-class consumers in favor of the
wealthy. Servon delivers provocative dispatches from
inside a range of banking alternatives from predatory to
responsible as new players rush in to do what banks once
did. And she delivers hopeful portraits of the entrepreneurs who are designing systems to transform how nonwealthy Americans can gain the access and agency to
their own money. Houghton Mifflin $27.

The Great Equalizer
by David Smick
In response to experts who say America’s best economic
and political days are behind us, David Smick argues that
economies are more than statistical measurements of
supply and demand, economic output, and rates of
return. They are people—their hopes, fears, dreams, and
expectations. The Great Equalizer: How Main Street
Capitalism Can Create an Economy for Everyone is a call
for a set of new paradigms that inspire and empower
average American people to reimagine and reboot their
economy. Public Affairs $27.99.

Spark
by Angie Morgan
Leadership isn’t about a job title—it’s about action. In
this book, entrepreneurs, business consultants, and military Veterans show how anyone can become an extraordinary leader by embracing seven behaviors. These are
the Sparks: the doers, thinkers, and innovators who are
catalysts for personal and organizational change. Spark:
How to Lead Yourself and Others to Greater Success is a
direct and highly prescriptive work for any individual
who has the potential to become a real spark in their
organization. Houghton Mifflin $27.

Fascinating Lives
How to Murder Your Life
by Cat Marnell
At twenty-six, Cat Marnell was an associate beauty editor
at Lucky, one of the top fashion magazines in America.
But she hid a secret life of addiction, bulimia, and insomnia. From the Conde Nast building to seedy nightclubs,
doctors offices to mental hospitals, Marnell shows what it
is like to live in the wild, chaotic, often sinister world of a
young female addict who can’t say no. Combining lightning-rod subject matter and bold literary aspirations, How
to Murder Your Life: a Memoir is mesmerizing and revelatory. Simon & Schuster $26.99.

My Life, My Love, My Legacy
by Coretta Scott King
Born in 1927 in the Deep South, Coretta Scott felt called
to a special purpose. A graduate student of the New
England Conservatory of Music, she married Martin
Luther King Jr., and events thrust her into history
throughout which she was a strategic partner and more.
After her husband’s death, she founded The King Center,
championed for women’s, workers, and gay rights and was
a voice for nonviolence, freedom, and human dignity.
Coretta’s is a love story, family saga, and extraordinary
memoir. Henry Holt & Co. $30.

Elizabeth Bishop
by Megan Marshall
Since her death in 1979, Elizabeth Bishop has become one
of America’s most revered poets. And though she lived
out of public view, she has never been understood so fully.
Megan Marshall uses newly discovered letters to reveal
insights about Bishop’s childhood and later relationships.
By alternating the narrative of biography with passages of
memoir, Marshall offers an original glimpse of the ways
poetry and biography, subject and biographer are
entwined in Elizabeth Bishop: A Miracle for Breakfast.
Houghton Mifflin $30. Avail. 2/7

Hit Makers
by Derek Thompson
Nothing goes viral. If you think a movie, song, or app
came out of nowhere to become successful, you’re missing the real story. Shattering the myths of hit-making,
Thompson shows quality is insufficient for success. It
may be a new world, but there are some enduring truths
to what audiences and consumers want. Hit Makers: The
Science of Popularity in an Age of Distraction is a tour
through the last century of pop culture blockbusters and
the most valuable currency of the twenty-first century:
people’s attention. Penguin $28. Avail. 2/7
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The world spins.
We stumble on.
It is enough.
– Colum McCann

LOCAL FLAVORS

Upcoming Events at Octavia Books

Drink DAT New Orleans by Elizabeth Pearce
New Orleans is an American city unlike any other, and its rich diversity is
reflected in the world-class bar scene. In Drink Dat New Orleans: A Guide to the
Best Cocktail Bars, Neighborhood Pubs, and All-Night Dives, Elizabeth Pearce
takes us on a tour of the city’s many unforgettable drinking spots, including a
candle-lit tavern favored by pirates. Co-founder of the Southern Food and
Beverage Museum, Pearce brings her lifelong love of food, beverage, and local
lore to this ultimate drinker’s guide. Countryman $18.95. Avail. 2/14

New Orleans Cocktails by Sarah Baird
Mix up more than 100 of the Big Easy’s most celebrated cocktails, and
immerse yourself in the culture and history of the South’s most famous city
with this gorgeous new drink recipe collection. With full-color photography,
and cocktails inspired by Crescent City writers, musicians, and revolutionaries, New Orleans Cocktails: Over 100 Drinks from the Sultry Streets and
Balconies of the Big Easy features unique libations shared by the best bartenders in the Big Easy, as well as creative new twists on old classics. Cider
Mill $19.95. Avail. 2/7

— continued from back page —

TROY BALL
Pure Heart
Tuesday, March 21, 6 pm
After spending their lives in Texas,
Troylyn Ball and her husband,
Charlie, moved to Asheville, NC to
care for their mute, wheelchairbound son Coulton. Nearing fifty,
Troy discovered a support network
and learned how to make moonshine, creating a ten-year business plan for Troy & Sons
Platinum Whiskey. When Charlie’s new venture in
Asheville collapsed, she determined to become the most
successful woman in the legal whiskey business. Join Troy,
who sought purpose and found happiness and community.
Dey Street $26.99. Avail. 2/7

The Laughing Lady written and illustrated by Dalt Wonk

AMY DICKINSON

Great fun! A great story! 6 to 12 year-olds will love it. And so will their moms
and dads. Follow the adventures of a brave little girl, when she goes into the
Fun House to rescue her pet Cockatoo. Her friend, a shy Skyrocket boy, goes
with her to help. Adventures and near escapes! Will they succeed? I sure hope
so. Full color illustrations! Free download of catchy songs! The book is big,
sturdy and deluxe! Luna Press $14.

Thursday, March 23, 6 pm

Garden Legacy by Mary Louise Mossy Christovich
and Roulhac Bunkley Toledano
Garden Legacy accords a rich French-American tradition of landscape design
and horticultural study its rightful place in transatlantic cultural history.
French settlers in New Orleans adopted garden prototypes from the era of
Louis XIV to the more abundant plant life yet smaller-scale gardens of colonial Louisiana. This sumptuously illustrated survey showcases three wondrous
centuries of New Orleans garden design, chronicled for the first time in the
context of the city’s Frenchness. Historic New Orleans Collection $49.95.

Strangers Tend to
Tell Me Things
In Amy Dickinson’s follow-up memoir to the NYT bestselling The
Mighty
Queens
of
Freeville,
America’s most popular advice
columnist, “Ask Amy,” shares her
journey of family, second chances,
and finding love. Exploring central themes of romance,
death, parenting, self-care, and spiritual awakening, this
touching and heartfelt homage speaks to all who have
faced challenges in the wake of life’s twists and turns.
Dickinson’s trademark humorous tone delivers punch and
wit that will empower, entertain, and heal. Hachette $27.
Avail. 3/14

Long Shot by Tyler Bridges, Jeremy Alford
Only in a state whose politics are notoriously wild could a U.S. senator best
known for a sex scandal still be considered the favorite for governor. And only
in Louisiana could a small-town lawmaker flip that script questioning the
front runner’s choice of “prostitutes over patriots.” Long Shot: A Soldier, A
Senator, A Serious Sin, An Epic Louisiana Election is the story of Louisiana’s
2015 race for governor—but the story of John Bel Edwards’ improbable victory over David Vitter holds lessons for all 50 states. Lisburn $26.95.

A Life in Jazz by Danny Barker, edited by Alyn Shipton
First published in 1986, A Life in Jazz represents decades of work Barker
undertook to write the intertwined stories of his life and music. His carefully
crafted set pieces range from hilarious to harrowing. The new edition is
accompanied by more than 100 images, as well as Barker’s complete discography and an introduction by music journalist Gwen Thompkins, host of
public radio’s Music Inside Out. A Life in Jazz is the third volume in THNOC’s
Louisiana Musicians Biography Series. The Historic New Orleans Collection
$39.95.
Starred Reviews:
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We dance even if there’s no radio.
We drink at funerals. We talk too much and
laugh too loud and live too large and, frankly,
we’re suspicious of others who don’t.

— Chris Rose —
Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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SUSAN RIVERS

STEPHANIE GARBER

The Second Mrs. Hockaday

Caraval

Wednesday, February 1, 6 pm

Tuesday, February 14, 6 pm

Join Susan Rivers as she discusses her Civil War drama,
inspired by a true incident. When Major Gryffth Hockaday
is called to the front lines of the Civil War, his new
teenaged bride is left to care for her husband’s three-hundred-acre farm and infant son, enduring the darkest days of
the war on her own. By the time Major Hockaday returns
two years later, Placidia is bound for jail, accused of having
borne a child in his absence and murdering it. What really transpired in the two
years he was away? Algonquin $25.95.

DANA BERKOWITZ

Whatever you’ve heard about Caraval, it doesn’t compare
to the reality. It’s more than just a game or a performance.
It’s the closest you’ll find to magic in this world….
Welcome to Caraval, Stephanie Garber’s sweeping tale
of two sisters, Tella and Scarlett, who enter the legendary game. As soon as they arrive, Tella is kidnapped
by Caraval’s mastermind organizer. Scarlett has been
told that Caraval is only an elaborate performance. But whether real or not,
she must find Tella before her sister disappears forever. Flatiron $18.99.
Recommended ages 13-18.

Botox Nation

KATHLEEN GRISSOM

Thursday, February 2, 6 pm

Glory Over Everything

It is estimated that there are about two-and-a-half million
Botox procedures performed annually, and those numbers
are increasing. The procedure is used as a preventive measure against aging through the appearance of youth. But why
is Botox so popular, and why is aging such a terrifying concept? Botox Nation is a captivating and critical story of how
norms about bodies, gender, and aging are constructed and
reproduced on both cultural and individual levels. Welcome Dana Berkowitz!
New York UPress $89 ($27 paperback).

PAMELA D. ARCENEAUX

Thursday, March 2, 6 pm
We’re excited to host NYT bestselling author Kathleen
Grissom! Join us as she shares her heart racing story
about Jamie Pyke, a silversmith and ladies man, who
passes as a wealthy white aristocrat in Philadelphian
society. However, he is actually a runaway slave, son of
a southern black slave and her master. When his servant
Pan, to whose father Jamie owes his own freedom, is sold into slavery in the
South, he journeys through the Underground Railroad and the Great Dismal
Swamp to save him. Touchstone $16 (new in paperback, Avail. 2/21).

Guidebooks to Sin

ASHLEY WARLICK

Tuesday, February 7, 6 pm

The Arrangement

Between 1897 and 1917, a legal red-light district thrived at
the edge of the French Quarter. Arceneaux examines the
blue books directories of the neighborhood’s prostitutes,
featuring advertisements for liquor, brothels, and venereal
disease cures. Illustrated with facsimile pages from the
blue books in The Historic New Orleans Collection’s holdings, Guidebooks to Sin: The Blue Books of Storyville, New Orleans illuminates the
roles of race, commerce, and sex in this chapter of New Orleans history. Historic
New Orleans Collection $50. Avail. 2/1

Tuesday, March 7, 6 pm
Set in California, France, and the Swiss Alps, The
Arrangement is a sparkling, sensual novel that explores
the complexities of a marriage and the many different
ways in which we love. Writing at the top of her game,
Ashley Warlick gives us a completely mesmerizing story
about a woman well ahead of her time, who would go on
to become the legendary food writer M. F. K. Fisher.
Welcome Ashley! Viking $26. Avail. 2/9

CARL A. BRASSEAUX
and DONALD W. DAVIS

BILL AYERS

Ain’t There No More

Thursday, March 9, 6 pm

Thursday, February 9, 6 pm

In an era defined by mass incarceration, war, economic
crisis, environmental destruction, and a political system
offering more of the same, radical social transformation has never been more urgent—or seemed more
remote. Join Bill Ayers as he urges us to imagine a
world beyond what this rotten system would have us
believe is possible. This event was postponed from
November, so be sure to join us! Haymarket $14.95.

For centuries, outlanders have denigrated Louisiana’s
coastal wetlands residents for their refusal to abandon
the fragile prairies tremblants despite natural and manmade disasters. Yet, the environmental knowledge these survivors have gained over
two centuries holds keys to the successful adaptation of coastal communities across
the globe. Ain’t There No More: Louisiana’s Disappearing Coastal Plain is invaluable
to Louisianans, policymakers, and those seeking long-term solutions to rising sea levels. UPress of Mississippi $30. Avail. 2/1

Demand the Impossible!: A Radical Manifesto

— continued on page 11 —

