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Into the Water
by Paula Hawkins
A single mother turns up
dead at the bottom of the
river that runs through
town. Earlier in the summer,
a teenage girl met the same
fate. They are not the first
women lost to these dark
waters, but their deaths disturb
the river, dredging up secrets
long submerged. Left behind is a lonely fifteen-year-old
girl. Parentless and friendless, she finds herself in the care
of her mother’s sister, a fearful stranger who has been
dragged back to the place she deliberately ran from. With
the propulsive writing that captivated millions in The Girl
on the Train, Paula Hawkins delivers a twisting, satisfying
read that hinges on the deceptiveness of emotion and
memory, and the ways the past can reach into the present.
Riverhead $28.

Testimony
by Scott Turow
Former prosecutor Bill ten Boom is tapped by the
International Criminal Court—an organization charged
with prosecuting crimes against humanity—into perhaps
the most elusive case of his career. Over ten
years ago, in the chaos following the
Bosnian war, an entire Roma refugee
camp vanished. But Ferko Rincic has
now stepped forward as a witness,
claiming armed men marched the
camp’s residents to a cave and with a
grenade set off an avalanche, burying
400 people alive. Only Ferko survived.
Boom’s task is to examine Ferko’s
claims and determine who might have
massacred the Roma. A master of the
legal thriller, Scott Turow has written
his most irresistible and satisfying
novel yet. Grand Central $28.

Beartown
by Fredrick
Backman

People say Beartown is
finished. A tiny commu-
nity nestled deep in the
forest, it is slowly losing
ground to the encroaching
trees. But the old ice rink,
built generations ago, gives

the residents hope. Their
junior ice hockey team has made it to the national semi-
finals, and all the town’s hopes and dreams now rest on the
shoulders of a handful of teenage boys. The pressure is
high, and the semi-final match is the catalyst for a violent
act that will leave a young girl traumatized and a town in
turmoil. Fredrik Backman (author of A Man Called Ove)
explores the dreams that bring a small community togeth-
er, the secrets that tear it apart, and the courage it takes
for an individual to go against the grain. Atria $26.99.

Summer Blockbusters
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We often talk about
the many ways
books nourish a
depth of under-
standing and empa-
thy with the world.
Reading makes us
more thoughtful,
better educated,
kinder, and more

connected. But sometimes we just do it for fun too.

The summer for many is a reminder to bring more joy
and play into our lives. Instagram-worthy images of bare
feet and hammock strings, a cold drink and a splayed-
open novel suggest a lovely way to spend a long, warm
evening. But books can also serve as springboards for
creation—art and screenplays, gardening and star-gazing
tips, catalysts for our own adventures in nature, travel,
relationships, politics…. We can get joy by being con-
sumers of stories, but also by what we do with the ideas
the stories inspire.

What inspires you, and how do you nurture this side of
yourself? We’ve got a great selection of titles in this issue
that we hope will help you create your own moments of
joy and inspiration. 

Laugh along with the brilliant comedian David Sedaris
and comedian-now-senator Al Franken in their new
memoirs. Connect with the wonder of the universe with
Neil deGrasse Tyson’s Astrophysics for People in a Hurry;
enjoy the adventures of the cast of the London Globe as
they take Shakespeare around the world in Dominic
Dromgoole’s Hamlet Globe to Globe. 

Our fiction picks will overflow your beach bag. We have
historical fiction, fantasy and sci-fi, and thrillers. We’re
particularly excited about Jeff Vandermere’s Borne and
Hala Alyan’s Salt Houses. And don’t forget to save room
for kids’ books, because we have a fun, sunny bunch per-
fect for kids ages 0-100. Try Roger Priddy’s Fun in the Sun
and Marie Lamba’s Green Green: A Community
Gardening Story. Or for a slightly older crowd, don’t miss
the 10th anniversary of Trenton Lee Stewart’s Mysterious
Benedict Society! 

Wherever you go this summer, bring along these faithful
companions. Enjoy them on a breezy evening or prop
them open for inspiration while you’re creating your own
masterpieces. And be sure to come by Octavia Books to
find the book best suited to bring you joy. 

Dear Booklover,

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Second Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, June 10, 10:30 am
Super Sad True Love Story by Gary Shteyngart
In the near future, America is crushed by a financial crisis and our patient
Chinese creditors are ready to foreclose on the whole mess. Then Lenny
Abramov, son of a Russian immigrant janitor and ardent fan of “printed, bound
media artifacts” (aka books), meets Eunice Park, an impossibly cute Korean
American woman with a major in Images and a minor in Assertiveness. Could
falling in love redeem a planet falling apart? “…this is Shteyngart’s best yet.” 
–Publishers Weekly, starred review. Random House $17.

Saturday, July 8, 10:30 am
The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman
A middle-aged man returns to his childhood home to attend a funeral. Although
the house he lived in is long gone, he is drawn to the farm at the end of the road,
where, when he was seven, he encountered a most remarkable girl, Lettie
Hempstock, and her mother and grandmother. As he sits by the pond (a pond
that she’d claimed was an ocean) behind the farmhouse where she once lived, the
past comes flooding back. And it is a past too strange, too frightening to have
happened to anyone, let alone a small boy. William Morrow $15.99.

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Third Saturday at 10:30 am

Saturday, June 17, 10:30 am
The Sellout by Paul Beatty
A biting satire about a young man’s isolated upbringing and the race trial that
sends him to the Supreme Court, The Sellout showcases a comic genius at the top
of his game. It challenges the United States Constitution, urban life, the civil
rights movement, the father-son relationship, and the holy grail of racial equali-
ty—the black Chinese restaurant. “The first 100 pages of… The Sellout, are the
most caustic and the most badass first 100 pages of an American novel I’ve read
in at least a decade.” –Dwight Garner, The New York Times. Picador $16.

Saturday, July 15, 10:30 am
Embers by Sandor Marai
Originally published in 1942 and now rediscovered to international acclaim, this
exquisitely structured novel by the Hungarian master Sandor Marai conjures the
melancholy glamour of a decaying empire and the disillusioned wisdom of its last
heirs. In a secluded woodland castle, an old General prepares to receive a rare
visitor, a man who was once his closest friend but who he has not seen in forty-
one years. Over the ensuing hours, host and guest will fight a duel of words and
silences, accusations, and evasions. Vintage $16.

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!

BOOK CLUBS
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Some Rise by Sin
by Philip Caputo
The Mexican village of San Patricio is being menaced by a
cultish drug cartel infamous for its brutality. As the towns-
people try to defend themselves by forming a vigilante
group, the Mexican army and police have their own ways of
fighting back. Into this volatile mix of forces for good and
evil (and sometimes both) steps an unlikely broker for
peace: Timothy Riordan, an American missionary priest
who must decide whether to betray his vows to stop the
unspeakable violence and help the people he has pledged to
protect. Henry Holt & Co. $28.

House of Names
by Colm Toibin
“I have been acquainted with the smell of death.” So begins
Clytemnestra’s tale of her life in ancient Mycenae, the
Greek city from which her husband King Agamemnon left
when he set sail with his army for Troy. Clytemnestra rules
Mycenae now, along with her new lover Aegisthus, and
together they plot the murder of Agamemnon on his return
after nine years at war. Colm Toibin brings a modern sensi-
bility and language to an ancient classic, giving Clytemnestra
new life so that we not only believe her thirst for revenge,
but applaud it. Scribner $26.

Anything is Possible
by Elizabeth Strout
Unforgettable characters cope with love and loss in this new
book by the author of My Name Is Lucy Barton. A janitor’s
faith is tested in an encounter with a man he has come to
help. A grown daughter longs for mother love as she accepts
her mother’s happiness in a foreign country. A sister trades
self-respect for a wealthy husband while the other finds a
kindred spirit in the pages of a book. And Lucy Barton visits
her siblings after seventeen years. Anything is Possible is a
beautiful book, reverberating with reconciliation and family
bonds. Random House $27.

The Ministry of Utmost Happiness
by Arundhati Roy
Arundhati Roy takes us on an intimate journey across the
Indian subcontinent. The tale begins with Anjum unrolling a
Persian carpet in a graveyard she calls home. We encounter
the odd, unforgettable Tilo and the men who loved her. And
we meet the two Miss Jebeens: the first a child born in
Srinagar and buried in its Martyrs’ Graveyard; the second
found abandoned on a concrete sidewalk in the heart of
New Delhi. As this deeply humane novel braids these lives
together, it reinvents what a novel can do and can be. Knopf
$27.95. Avail. 6/6

Sizzling Summer Fiction
The Shadow Land
by Elizabeth Kostova
From the #1 bestselling author of The Historian comes a
mesmerizing novel that unearths the troubled history of a
gorgeous but haunted country. An American woman,
Alexandra Boyd, has traveled to Bulgaria hoping to heal the
wounds left by the loss of her brother. Soon after arriving,
she helps an elderly couple into a taxi—and realizes too late
that she has accidentally kept one of their bags. Inside she
finds a box engraved with a name: Stoyan Lazarov. Raising
the lid, she discovers that she is holding an urn filled with
human ashes. Ballantine $28.

Salt Houses
by Hala Alyan
Soon after the wedding of her daughter Alia, Salma and her
family are uprooted in the wake of the Six-Day War of 1967.
Alia and her husband move to Kuwait City, where they reluc-
tantly build a life with their children. When Saddam Hussein
invades Kuwait in 1990, Alia and her family once again lose
everything, scattering to Beirut, Paris, Boston, and beyond.
Lyrical and heartbreaking, Salt Houses is a remarkable debut
novel that challenges and humanizes an age-old conflict we
might think we understand. Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt $26. 

The Identicals
by Elin Hilderbrand
Identical twins Harper and Tabitha Frost look alike but live
quite differently on two islands eleven miles apart. Harper
doesn’t care what anyone thinks of her. She dislikes fashion,
can’t hold a job, and her latest romantic disaster is the island
gossip. Tabitha is dignified, but with a flailing fashion bou-
tique and questionable parenting skills—her daughter,
Ainsley, is in full rebellion. The two decide to switch islands
and lives to save what’s left of their splintered family. But will
they be able to end their sibling rivalry? Little, Brown $28.
Avail. 6/13

Blind Item
by Kevin Dickson and Jack Ketsoyan
No one knows her name, but now everyone wants to. As an
assistant publicist in Hollywood, Nicola sweeps up the scan-
dals of singers, movie stars, and TV actors. And when she
starts dating a movie star, the LA scene spills into her own
life. Her best friend Billy has her back while he prowls parties
for the latest scoop to sell to the tabloids. Her roommate
Kara keeps tabs on things too—when not busy transforming
herself into a reality TV sensation. But as the scandals pile
up, their pasts will be exposed…. Imprint $26.99. Avail. 6/6

3Starred Reviews:         Booklist                Indie Next                Kirkus                Library Journal                Publishers Weekly                School Library Journal



Walkaway
by Cory Doctorow
After watching the breakdown of modern society, Hubert,
Etc feels he has no where left to be. He meets Natalie, and
the two give up on formal society—and walk away. Now
that anyone can print the basic necessities of life, there is
little reason to toil in the system. It’s a dangerous world,
wrecked by climate change and industrial flight. Still,
when the pioneer walkaways flourish, more join them.
Walkaway is a science fiction thriller about the wrenching
changes of the next hundred years... and the people who
will live their consequences. Tor $26.99.

The Boy on the Bridge
by M. R. Carey
Once upon a time, in a land blighted by terror, there was a
very clever boy. The people thought the boy could save them,
so they opened their gates and sent him out into the world.
To where the monsters lived. “In the same alternate future
as Carey’s The Girl with All the Gifts, a fungus, Cordyceps,
which began as an insect parasite, has infected people,
repurposing their brains and turning them into ‘hungries,’
mindless creatures with an appetite for human flesh.” –
Publisher’s Weekly. Orbit $26.

Beren and Lúthien
by J.R.R. Tolkien
The fate that shadowed the love of Beren and Lúthien
became an essential element in the evolution of The
Silmarillion, the myths and legends of the First Age of the
World conceived by J.R.R. Tolkien. For Beren was a mor-
tal man, but Lúthien was an immortal elf. Painstakingly
restored from Tolkien’s manuscripts and presented for the
first time as a standalone story, the tale of Beren and
Lúthien will reunite fans of The Lord of the Rings with
Elves and Men and Tolkien’s Middle-earth. Houghton-
Mifflin Harcourt $30. Avail. 6/1

Borne
by Jeff Vandermeer
Rachel and Wick survive as scavengers in a ruined city lit-
tered with discarded experiments from the Company—a
biotech firm now derelict—and punished by the preda-
tions of a giant bear. One day, Rachel finds Borne while
scavenging, little more than a green lump (plant? ani-
mal?). As he learns about the world and how to speak,
Borne makes Rachel see beauty in the desolation. But as
Borne grows, he threatens the balance of power in the city
and puts Rachel and Wick at risk. For the Company may
not be truly dead, and new enemies are creeping in.
FS&G $26.

Fantasy/Sci-Fi Thrillers
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New Boy
by Tracy Chevalier
Arriving at his fifth school in as many years, Osei Kokote
knows he needs an ally—so he’s lucky to hit it off with Dee,
the most popular girl in school. But one student can’t stand
to witness this budding friendship between the black boy
and the golden girl. By the end of the day, the school and
its key players will never be the same. The tragedy of
Othello is transposed to a 1970s suburban Washington
schoolyard; Tracy Chevalier’s powerful drama of friends
torn apart by jealousy, bullying, and betrayal will leave you
reeling. Hogarth $25.

Since We Fell
by Dennis Lehane
Rachel Childs is a former journalist who, after an on-air
mental breakdown, lives as a virtual shut-in. In all other
respects, she enjoys an ideal life with an ideal husband—
until a chance encounter causes that ideal life to fray.
Sucked into a conspiracy with deception, violence, and
possibly madness, Rachel must find the strength to con-
quer unimaginable fears and mind-altering truths. By turns
heartbreaking, suspenseful, romantic, and sophisticated,
Since We Fell is a novel of profound psychological insight
and tension. Ecco $27.99.

Blackout
by Marc Elsberg
When the lights go out one night, no one panics. The lights
always come back on soon, don’t they? But across Europe,
controllers watch in disbelief as electrical grids collapse. A
former hacker and activist, Piero investigates the cause of
the disaster, but he becomes a prime suspect himself. With
the United States now also at risk, Piero goes on the run
with an American CNN reporter, desperate to uncover
who is behind the attacks. After all, the power doesn’t just
keep the lights on—it keeps us alive. Sourcebooks
Landmark $26.99. Avail. 6/6

But this was no 
ordinary chicken. 
This chicken was 

evil manifest.

— Terry Goodkind
Soul of the Fire



Hot New Picks in YA
The Bone Queen
by Alison Croggon
In a highly anticipated prequel to the Books of Pellinor,
Alison Croggon captivates fans with her legendary world
of Annar. After being seduced into sorcery, the promising
Bard Cadvan unleashed the terrible Bone Queen, bringing
destruction down upon Annar. Cast out of the Schools of
Barding for his crime, Cadvan now lives in exile. But the
Bone Queen may yet lurk in Annar. And with darkness
gathering, a guilt-ridden Cadvan must once again earn the
Bards’ trust and bring peace to the living and the dead.
Candlewick $17.99. Avail. 6/13

The Pearl Thief
by Elizabeth Wein
Before Verity, there was Julie. After Julie Beaufort-Stuart
wakes up in the hospital, she returns to her grandfather’s
estate and realizes her injury might not have been an acci-
dent; one of her family’s employees is missing. Desperate
to figure out what happened, she befriends Euan—the
Traveller boy who found her when she was injured—and
his sister. When a body is discovered, Julie must solve the
mystery to keep her new friends from being framed. This is
the exhilarating prequel to Code Name Verity. Disney-
Hyperion $18.99.

Lord of Shadows
by Cassandra Clare
Torn between her desire for her parabatai Julian and 
her desire to protect him from the consequences of para-
batai relationships, Emma Carstairs has begun dating his
brother, Mark. But Mark has spent the past five years
trapped in Faerie; can he be a Shadowhunter again? To
complicate matters, the faerie courts are no longer willing
to concede to Shadowhunters’ demands. And now Emma,
Julian, and Mark must work together to defend what they
hold dear in this sequel to Lady Midnight. Margaret K.
McElderry $24.99.

The Battlemage
by Taran Matharu
The epic conclusion to the New York Times-bestselling
Summoner trilogy! Fletcher and his friends fight for sur-
vival in the ether, where they pursue a mortally dangerous
quest to rebuild their world and broker peace. Even as
hatred threatens to turn friend into foe, Fletcher must lead
a small army of soldiers into battle to protect his ancestral
homeland, and face his biggest challenge yet: his nemesis,
the albino orc, Khan, who seeks to destroy everything
Fletcher holds dear. Feiwel & Friends $18.99.

Once and For All
by Sarah Dessen
Is it really better to have loved and lost? Louna’s summer
job is to help brides plan their perfect day, even though she
stopped believing in happily-ever-after when her first love
ended tragically. But charming Ambrose isn’t about to be
discouraged now that he’s met the one he really wants.
Maybe Louna’s second chance is standing right in front of
her. Sarah Dessen’s many fans will adore this latest novel, a
richly satisfying story with humor, romance, and an ending
that is much more than happily-ever-after. Viking BYR
$19.99. Avail. 6/6

A Court of Wings and Ruin
by Sarah J. Maas
Feyre has returned to the Spring Court to gather informa-
tion on Tamlin’s maneuverings and the invading king
threatening to bring Prythian to its knees. But to do so she
must play a deadly game of deceit. As war bears down,
Feyre must decide who to trust amongst the High Lords and
hunt for allies in unexpected places. In this thrilling third
book of the Court of Thorns and Roses series, the earth will
be painted red as mighty armies grapple for power over the
one thing that could destroy them all. Bloomsbury USA
Children’s $18.99.

Flame in the Mist
by Renee Ahdieh
From the author of The Wrath and the Dawn comes an
adventure set in Feudal Japan. The daughter of a promi-
nent samurai, Mariko has been promised to a political mar-
riage that will elevate her family’s standing. But en route to
the imperial city of Inako, Mariko escapes an attack by the
Black Clan, who has been hired to kill her. Dressed as a boy,
Mariko sets out to infiltrate the Clan, determined to track
down the person responsible. And as she gets closer,
Mariko uncovers dark secrets of betrayal and murder. G.P.
Putnam’s BYR $17.99.

The Whole Thing Together
by Ann Brashares
Summer for Sasha and Ray means the sprawling old house
on Long Island. Since they were children, they’ve shared
almost everything—reading the same books, laughing
around the same dining table, even sleeping in the same
bed, on the very same sheets. But they’ve never met. Sasha’s
dad was once married to Ray’s mom. But the marriage
crumbled and the bitterness lingered. Now there are two
new families—and neither one will give up the beach house
that holds the memories, happy and sad, of summers past.
Delacorte $18.99.
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Fun in the Sun
by Roger Priddy
Join the crabs, elephants, and other Alphaprints ani-
mals on vacation as they have fun in the sun in this
touch-and-feel board book. With fun rhymes to read
and textures for little hands to feel and explore, plus the
unique Alphaprints characters made by adding every-
day images to embossed fingerprints. This is the perfect
gift to take away with your little one this summer!
Roger Priddy’s passion for educating children has led
him to create some of publishing’s most enduring and
successful nonfiction early learning books. Priddy $7.99.
Ages 0-3.

Welcome
by Mo Willems
Mo Willems’ introductory guide for new arrivals 
welcomes readers to the world using bold graphics and
clever text that is perfect for reading aloud. With a
heartwarming message, Welcome playfully interacts
with the reader with its meta-humor, while addressing
such topics such as injustice, cats, friendship, and fami-
ly. This one-of-a-kind guide to the world is a must-have
for infants and new parents alike. Mo began his career
as a writer and animator on Sesame Street, where he 
garnered six Emmy Awards. Disney-Hyperion $15.99.
Ages 2-5.

Dragons Love Tacos 2: the Sequel
by Adam Rubin, illus. by Daniel Salmieri
The award-winning author/illustrator duo return with a
hilarious companion to Dragons Love Tacos. News alert!
It has just been discovered that there are NO MORE
TACOS left anywhere in the world. This is a huge prob-
lem because, as you know, dragons love tacos. If only
there was a way for the dragons to travel back in time,
to before tacos went extinct. Then they could grab lots
of tacos and bring them back! It’s the perfect plan, as
long as there’s no spicy salsa. You remember what hap-
pened last time…. Dial $18.99. Ages 3-5.

Green Green: 
A Community Gardening Story
by Marie Lamba & Baldev Lamba
illus. by Sonia Sanchez
Green grass is wide and fresh and clean for a family to
play in, and brown dirt is perfect for digging a garden.
But when gray buildings start to rise up and a whole city
builds, can there be any room for green space? The
neighborhood children think so, and they inspire the
community to join together and build a garden for
everyone to share in the middle of the city. Farrar,
Straus and Giroux BYR $17.99. Ages 3-6.

Little Plane Learns to Write
by Stephen Savage
The best thing about flight school is that Little Plane
gets to learn how to sky-write! He adores practicing
ARCS! He excels at practicing DIVES! But not
everything is easy and fun. Little Plane loathes prac-
ticing LOOPITY-LOOPS. They make him dizzy.
Find out what it will take to make Little Plane learn
how to write in this little book about big dreams from
award-winning author Stephen Savage. “A well-
designed winner for ambitious little pilots.” –Kirkus
Reviews. Roaring Brook $16.99. Ages 3-6. Avail. 6/6

She Persisted
by Chelsea Clinton
illus. by Alexandra Boiger
Throughout American history, there have been
women who have spoken out for what’s right, even
when they have to fight to be heard. In early 2017,
Senator Elizabeth Warren’s refusal to be silenced in
the Senate inspired a celebration of women who per-
severed in the face of adversity. Now Chelsea
Clinton honors thirteen American women who
helped shape our country through their tenacity,
showing readers that no matter what obstacles may
be in their paths, they shouldn’t give up on their
dreams. Philomel $17.99. Ages 4-7.

What’s Your Favorite Color?
by Eric Carle and Friends
Everybody has a favorite color. Some like blue bal-
loons or brown buildings or mint green ice cream
cones. Others prefer sunshine yellow, Maine morn-
ing gray, or Mexican pink. In this book, fifteen
beloved children’s book artists draw their favorite
colors and explain why they love them. This personal
collection will undoubtedly inspire readers to create
favorite color drawings and stories of their own!
Contributors include Eric Carle, Lauren Castillo,
Bryan Collier, Mike Curato, and Anna Dewdney.
Henry Holt BYR $17.99. Ages 4-8.

Cinnamon
by Neil Gaiman
illus. by Divya Srinivasan
“A long time ago, there lived a princess named
Cinnamon. Cinnamon had pearls for eyes.
Cinnamon did not talk. Her father and mother
offered many riches to anyone who could get
Cinnamon to speak. One day a tiger came to the palace, armed with knowledge
of the world, and everything changed.” Previously available only as an audio
book, Newbery Medal-winning author Neil Gaiman’s Cinnamon is now pre-
sented as a gorgeous picture book set in mythic India with lush artwork by
Divya Srinivasan. HarperCollins $17.99. Ages 4-8.

Tales for Tots
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Broken Pride
by Erin Hunter
Heed the call of the wild with this brand-new animal fan-
tasy series from the bestselling author of Warriors.
Discover the Bravelands.... A lion cast out from his pride.
An elephant who reads the bones of the dead. A baboon
rebelling against his destiny. For generations, the animals
of the African plains have followed a single rule: only kill
to survive. But when an act of betrayal shatters the peace,
the fragile balance between predators and prey will rest in
the paws of three unlikely heroes. HarperCollins $16.99.
Ages 8-12. Avail. 6/6 

Mysterious Benedict Society
10th Anniversary Edition
by Trenton Lee Stewart
Are you a gifted child looking for special opportunities?
When this peculiar ad appears in the newspaper, dozens of
children enroll to take a series of mind-bending tests.
(And you can test your wits right alongside them.) But just
four children will succeed. Their mission: to go undercover
to the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where
the only rule is that there are no rules. This tenth anniver-
sary edition of The Mysterious Benedict Society includes
over thirty pages of bonus materials. Little, Brown BYR
$18.99. Ages 8-12.

Rise of the Isle of the Lost
by Melissa De La Cruz
In this sequel to Isle of the Lost, King Triton’s powerful tri-
dent has passed through the magical barrier that sur-
rounds the Isle of the Lost—keeping villains in and magic
out. And Ursula’s daughter Uma can’t believe her luck.
The tide has dragged in something good for a change, and
Uma is determined to get her wicked hands on it. But first,
she needs a pirate crew. The thrilling and perilous race to
the trident pits old friends and current enemies against
each other with the future of Auradon on the line. Disney-
Hyperion $17.99. Ages 9-12.

Wildman
by J.C. Geiger
When Lance’s car breaks down in the middle of nowhere,
he tries not to panic. After all, he’s valedictorian.
Scholarship winner. Nothing can stop him. But to the
locals, Lance could be anyone. And when one of the town-
ies calls him Wildman, new possibilities open up.
Suddenly, he’s ordering drinks at a roadhouse, jumping a
train, and talking to an intriguing girl. As the days blur
together, Lance drifts farther from home and closer to this
girl who makes him feel a way he’s never felt before—like
himself. Disney-Hyperion $17.99. Ages 14-17. Avail. 6/6

Kids, Tweens, and Teens
Remy Sneakers vs. the Robo-Rats
by Kevin Sherry
Remy Sneakers is an independent raccoon with a crafty
mind, a sweet pad, and collections of cool stuff. But when
a master thief starts stealing things all over town, Remy is
accused of the crimes! Remy will have to find friends in
Mouse Town, Rat City, and Pigeon Place to help him clear
his name. And when it turns out an evil toymaker with an
army of robots is behind the thefts—and ready to take
control of the whole city—Remy and his crew are the only
ones who can save their beloved home from total destruc-
tion! Scholastic $9.99. Ages 7-10.

CatStronauts
by Drew Brockington
In this new graphic novel series, Drew Brockington
breathes life into a world populated entirely by cats, brim-
ming with jokes, charm, science, and enough tuna for
everyone! Meet fearless commander Major Meowser,
brave-but-hungry pilot Waffles, genius inventor Blanket,
and quick thinking science officer Pom Pom! In the 
first book, Mission Moon, the CatStronauts must set up a
lunar solar power plant. And in Race to Mars, the
CatStronauts race against the CosmoCats to be first to the
red planet. Little, Brown BYR $16.99/$7.99. Ages 7-12. 
HC and PB simul.

Restart
by Gordon Korman
Chase doesn’t remember falling off the roof or hitting his
head. He doesn’t, in fact, remember anything. He wakes up
in a hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole life
over again, including his name. When he gets back to
school, kids have different responses. Some treat him like
a hero. Some are afraid of him. One girl pours her frozen
yogurt on his head the first chance she gets. Pretty soon,
it’s not only a question of who Chase is—it’s a question of
who he was… and who he’s going to be. Scholastic $16.99.
Ages 8-12.

Real Friends
by Shannon Hale, illus. by LeUyen Pham
Shannon and Adrienne have always been best friends. But
then Adrienne starts hanging out with Jen, the popular girl
and leader of “The Group.” Everyone in The Group wants
to be Jen’s #1, and some girls will even bully others to stay
on top. Now every day is a roller coaster for Shannon. Will
she and Adrienne stay friends? Can she stand up for her-
self? And is she in The Group—or out? Shannon Hale and
LeUyen Pham join forces in this graphic memoir about
the challenges and value of finding real friends. First
Second $21.99. Ages 8-12.
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The Wangs Vs. The World
by Jade Chang
Charles Wang is a brash, lovable immigrant businessman
who has just been ruined by the American financial crisis.
Now he wants to get to China and reclaim his ancestral
lands and his pride. Together with his kids and their step-
mother, Charles embarks on a cross-country trip to the
home of his eldest daughter. But with his son waylaid by a
New Orleans temptress and his wife ready to defect for
1,000-thread-count sheets, Charles may have to choose
between his family and fulfilling his dream of starting
anew. Mariner Books $14.99. Avail. 6/13

The Horse Dancer
by JoJo Moyes
When Sarah’s grandfather gives her a horse—hoping that
one day she’ll join an elite riding school, away from their
gritty London neighborhood—she quietly trains in parks
and alleys. But then her grandfather falls ill, and Sarah
must juggle horsemanship with school and hospital visits.
Natasha, a young lawyer, is reeling after her failed mar-
riage. Yet when the fourteen-year-old Sarah lands in her
path, Natasha decides to take the girl under her wing,
unaware that Sarah is keeping a secret that will change
everyone involved. Penguin $16.

The Nightingale
by Kristin Hannah
With courage and insight, Kristin Hannah captures the
epic panorama of World War II and illuminates an intimate
part of history seldom seen: the women’s war. The
Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by
years and experience, by ideals and circumstance, each
embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival,
love, and freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France—
a heartbreakingly beautiful novel that celebrates the
resilience of the human spirit and the durability of women.
St. Martin’s Griffin $16.99.

Valiant Ambition
by Nathaniel Philbrick
Valiant Ambition is the surprising account of the middle
years of the American Revolution, and the tragic relation-
ship between George Washington and Benedict Arnold.
The story unfolds in the relationship of Washington and
Arnold, whose misfortunes at the hands of self-serving
politicians destroy his faith in the legitimacy of the rebel-
lion. As a country wary of tyrants must suddenly figure out
how it should be led, Washington’s ability to rise above the
petty politics of his time enables him to win the war that
really matters. Penguin $18.

A Great Reckoning
by Louise Penny
When an old map is found in the walls of a bistro in Three
Pines, the villagers give it to Armand Gamache as a gift on
the first day of his new job. However, the map eventually
leads him to shattering secrets. His journey takes him to
four cadets in the Surete academy, and a dead professor
with a copy of the map. Tattooed and angry, Cadet Amelia
Choquet is a protegee of the murdered professor. And as
the investigation turns to Gamache and his relationship
with Choquet, the two return to Three Pines to uncover its
secrets. Minotaur $16.99.

The Thing About Love
by Julie James
FBI agents Jessica Harlow and John Shepherd have a past.
The former lawyer and cocky Army Ranger clashed during
their training at Quantico and gladly went their separate
ways after graduating. Six years later, the last thing either
of them expects is to be assigned to work as partners in a
high-profile undercover sting. But in order to nail a corrupt
Florida politician, they’ll have to work together—a task
that becomes even trickier when they’re forced to hole up
at a romantic beachfront resort as part of the investigation.
Berkley $15.

Gardening in Miniature 
Prop Shop
by Janit Calvo
Gardening in Miniature Prop Shop: Handmade
Accessories for Your Tiny Living World is the next big
thing for crafters and gardeners captivated by gar-
dening small. Thirty-seven projects are included with
fully illustrated, step-by-step instructions. For a
Japanese garden, learn how to create a miniature
sand garden. For a Halloween garden, learn how to
make a flying ghost and zombie. And for a space gar-
den, make a tiny space ship and alien. Become
enchanted by the whimsy of creating a tiny world.
Timber Press $19.95. Avail. 6/14
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New in Paperback

The true alchemists do not
change lead into gold;
they change the world

into words.

— William H. Gass



Understanding Our World
The Radium Girls
by Kate Moore
During the time of WWI, the Curies’ newly discovered 
element radium became a beauty and medical sensation.
Hundreds of girls took coveted jobs in radium-dial facto-
ries as painters, and they literally glowed from the dust. 
But when they began to fall ill, the factories ignored their
claims of radium’s gruesome side effects. The Radium
Girls: The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women explores
one of the biggest scandals of America’s early 20th century,
and the resulting battle for workers’ rights. Sourcebooks
$26.99.

Jefferson
by John Boles
In Jefferson: Architect of American Liberty, John B. Boles
presents Jefferson as politician and political thinker as well
as architect, scientist, bibliophile, paleontologist, musician,
and gourmet. Boles offers new insight into Jefferson’s
actions and thinking on race. His Jefferson is not a hyp-
ocrite, but a tragic figure who could not hold simultaneous-
ly to his views on abolition, democracy, and patriarchal
responsibility. Yet despite his flaws, Jefferson’s ideas would
make him into the architect of American liberty. Basic $35.

Killers of the Flower Moon
by David Grann
In the 1920s, with oil beneath their land, the richest people
per capita in the world were members of the Osage Indian
nation in Oklahoma. But one by one, the Osage began to
be killed off. Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders
and the Birth of the FBI follows the FBI investigation led by
J. Edgar Hoover, who with the help of Tom White, created
a team that included one of the only American Indian
agents. And together with the Osage they began to expose
one of the most chilling conspiracies in American history.
Doubleday $28.95.

Hamlet Globe to Globe
by Dominic Dromgoole
For the 450th anniversary of Shakespeare’s birth, the
London’s Globe Theatre undertook an unparalleled jour-
ney to share Hamlet with the entire world. The tour was the
brainchild of Dominic Dromgoole, and in Hamlet Globe to
Globe: Two Years, 193,000 Miles, 197 Countries, One Play, he
follows the journey of the cast, recounting the highs and
lows of their tour, paying witness to Shakespeare’s power
to transcend borders and bring the world closer together,
and offering a testament to Shakespeare’s presence on the
modern stage. Grove Press $27.

Climate of Hope
by Michael Bloomberg and Carl Pope
The 2016 election left many people concerned that
progress on climate change would come to a halt. But not
Michael Bloomberg and Carl Pope. In Climate of Hope:
How Cities, Businesses, and Citizens Can Save the Planet,
Bloomberg and Pope provide a road map for tackling the
most complicated challenge the world has ever faced. And
they turn the usual way of thinking about climate change
on its head: from top down to bottom up, from costs to
benefits, from tomorrow to today, and from fear to hope.
St. Martin’s $26.99.

A Crack in Creation
by Jennifer Doudna and Samuel Sternberg
In 2015, biologist Jennifer Doudna called for a worldwide
moratorium on the new gene-editing tool she helped cre-
ate called CRISPR that can make heritable changes in
human embryos. Though CRISPR has amazing positive
potential in medicine and world hunger, any changes to
DNA could also have unforeseeable consequences and
ethical and societal repercussions. In A Crack in Creation:
Gene Editing and the Unthinkable Power to Control
Evolution, Doudna shares her story and warning.
Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt $28. Avail. 6/13

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry
by Neil deGrasse Tyson
Because few of us have time to contemplate the cosmos,
Neil deGrasse Tyson brings the universe down to Earth
succinctly, with sparkling wit, and in chapters consumable
anytime in your busy day. While you wait for your morning
coffee to brew or for the bus to arrive, Astrophysics for
People in a Hurry will reveal just what you need to be ready
for the next cosmic headlines: from the Big Bang to black
holes, from quarks to quantum mechanics, and from the
search for planets to the search for life in the universe.
W.W. Norton $18.95.

Option B
by Sheryl Sandberg and Adam Grant
After the sudden death of her husband, Sheryl Sandberg
was sure she and her children would never feel pure joy
again. Her friend Adam Grant, a psychologist at Wharton,
told her there are concrete steps people can take to recov-
er and rebound from life-shattering experiences. Option B:
Facing Adversity, Building Resilience, and Finding Joy com-
bines Sheryl’s personal insights with Adam’s eye-opening
research on finding strength in the face of adversity, illu-
minating how to move on when Option A is not available.
Knopf $25.95.
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The Fact of a Body
by Alexandria Marzano-Lesnevich
Before Alexandria Marzano-Lesnevich begins a job work-
ing to help defend men accused of murder, she thinks her
anti-death penalty position is clear. But the moment she
hears convicted murderer Ricky Langley speak of his
crimes, she is overcome with the feeling of wanting him to
die. Shocked by her reaction, she pores over the facts and
finds herself thrust into the narrative of Ricky’s childhood.
The case forces her to reckon with her own story and
unearthed family secrets in The Fact of a Body: A Murder
and a Memoir. Flatiron $26.99.

This is Just My Face
by Gabourey Sidibe
Gabourey Sidibe skyrocketed to international fame in
2009 when she played the leading role in the acclaimed
movie Precious. Now she shares a one-of-a-kind life story
in a voice as fresh and challenging as many of the charac-
ters she’s played onscreen. Sidibe’s memoir hits hard with
self-knowing dispatches on friendship, depression,
celebrity, haters, fashion, race, and weight. This Is Just My
Face: Try Not to Stare will resonate with anyone who has
ever felt different, or who has ever felt inspired to make a
dream come true. Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt $25.

Theft by Finding
by David Sedaris
David Sedaris has kept a diary for forty years, recording
everything he observes: overheard comments, gossip, soap
opera plot twists, secrets confided by strangers. These
observations are the source code for his finest work. Now,
for the first time, Sedaris shares his private writings in
Theft By Finding: Diaries 1977-2002. With a sharp eye and
ear for the bizarre, the beautiful, and the uncomfortable,
and with a generosity of spirit, Sedaris shows us the world,
and in so doing he shows us something deeper about him-
self. Little, Brown $28.

Al Franken: Giant of the Senate
by Al Franken
Al Franken: Giant of the Senate is a book about what hap-
pens when the nation’s foremost progressive satirist gets a
chance to serve in the United States Senate and, defying
the low expectations of the pundit class, actually turns out
to be good at it. It’s a book about our deeply polarized,
frequently depressing, occasionally inspiring political cul-
ture, written from the inside. In this candid personal
memoir, Franken takes his loyal fans behind the scenes of
some of the most dramatic and/or hilarious moments of
his new career in politics. Twelve $28.

Hunger
by Roxanne Gay
NYT bestselling author Roxane Gay has written with inti-
macy about food and bodies, using her own struggles as a
means of exploring our shared anxieties over pleasure,
consumption, appearance, and health. In Hunger: A
Memoir of My Body, she casts an insightful eye on her past
and present—including the devastating act of violence that
was a turning point in her young life. With candor and vul-
nerability, Roxane shares a deeply personal memoir, offer-
ing a story that hasn’t yet been told but needs to be.
Harper $25.99. Avail. 6/13

Fascinating Lives

10

The Phenomenon
by Rick Ankiel and Tim Brown
The Phenomenon: Pressure, the Yips, and the
Pitch That Changed My Life is the story of how
St. Louis Cardinals prodigy Rick Ankiel lost
his amazing ability to pitch due to an anxiety
condition known as “the Yips.” It came in the
middle of a playoff game with millions of peo-
ple watching and has never gone away. For
years he fought the Yips with psychotherapy,
medication, and eventually vodka. And then,
at twenty-five, Ankiel made an amazing turn-
around, returning to the Major Leagues as a
hitter. Public Affairs $27.

Papi
by David Ortiz
David “Big Papi” Ortiz is a baseball icon and
one of the most popular figures ever to play
the game. As a key part of the Boston Red
Sox for 14 years, David has helped the team
win three World Series, bringing back a sto-
ried franchise from “never wins” to “always
wins.” He helped them upend the doubts and
the naysayers and captured the imagination
of millions of fans along the way, as he
launched balls into the stands again and
again. He made Boston and the Red Sox his
home, his place of work, and his legacy.
Houghton-Mifflin Harcourt $27.
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LOCAL FLAVORS
The Potlikker Papers by John T. Edge
The Potlikker Papers tells the story of food and politics in the South over the last
half century. Beginning with the pivotal role of cooks in the Civil Rights move-
ment, noted authority John T. Edge narrates the South’s journey from racist
backwater to a hotbed of American immigration. In so doing, he traces how
the food of the poorest Southerners has become the signature trend of modern
American haute cuisine. This is a people’s history of the modern South told
through the lens of food.

Cemeteries of New Orleans by Peter B. Dedek
In The Cemeteries of New Orleans, Peter B. Dedek reveals the origins and evo-
lution of the Crescent City’s world-famous necropolises, exploring both their
distinctive architecture and their cultural impact. Spanning centuries, this fas-
cinating body of research takes readers from muddy fields of crude burial
markers to extravagantly designed cities of the dead, illuminating a vital and
vulnerable piece of New Orleans’s identity. LSU Press $28. 

People’s Grocer by David Cappello
The People’s Grocer is a business-based biography of John G. Schwegmann,
founder of a legendary New Orleans’ supermarket chain and the most innova-
tive retailer of the postwar era. Virtually unrecognized in retail history,
Schwegmann pioneered the modern big-box concept. Schwegmann’s offbeat
and controversial ads and shopping bags came to symbolize the Crescent City.
As a fierce consumer crusader, he ultimately went into politics. Neutral
Ground Press $20.

Swamp Rat by Theodore Manno
Theodore G. Manno traces the history of nutria from their natural range in
South America to their status as an invasive species known for destroying the
wetlands along the Gulf Coast. In this definitive book on “swamp rats,” Manno
recounts western expansion and the explosion of the American fur industry.
Then he details an apocalyptic turn—to replace an overhunted beaver popula-
tion in North America, humans introduced nutria. U Press of Mississippi $28.
Avail. 6/15

Chasing the Devil’s Tail by David Fulmer
Storyville, New Orleans, 1907. Along these streets are two thousand “sporting
women,” service gentlemen, and rounders in mansions and dime-a-trick cribs.
The whiskey flows and morphine and cocaine are sold over the counter.
Meanwhile, the first notes of the music they call jass are blasting out of dance
halls. Creole detective Valentin St. Cyr pursues a killer among the hustlers,
pimps, madams, and thieves who swarm the area after sunset. Part of the
Valentin St. Cyr mystery series. Crescent City $18. 

Gumbo Love by Lucy Buffett
Since a young girl, Lucy Buffett has believed in the power of gumbo—the
stirring, the transformation of the roux, the ingredients cooking up into
something much better than the sum of its parts. It’s fitting that she signs her
name with “Gumbo Love” and that she makes a living feeding people the
soul-satisfying food. Her new cookbook, Gumbo Love: Recipes for Gulf Coast
Cooking, Entertaining, and Savoring the Good Life, includes recipes from all
over the Gulf Coast. Grand Central Life & Style $30.

SARAH MLYNOWSKI
and JODI LYNN
ANDERSON
Young Adult Fiction Authors 
In Conversation
Tuesday, July 11, 6 pm
YA powerhouse authors Sarah
Mlynowski and Jodi Lynn Anderson
are teaming up to hit the road on a
“hot summer nights” tour throughout
the south, and they are kicking it off at
Octavia Books. Sarah’s books have
been translated into 21 languages and
optioned to Hollywood. Her newest
title is I See London, I See France. Jodi
Lynn Anderson is a NYT bestselling
author. Her new book is called
Midnight at the Electric. HarperTeen
$17.99. Avail. 7/11; HarperTeen
$17.99. Avail. 7/13

ROXANE GAY
Hunger 
Wednesday, July 12, 6 pm
Octavia Books is thrilled beyond meas-
ure to be hosting Roxane Gay on her
Hunger book tour! Local author
Maurice Ruffin will introduce and
interview Ms. Gay. You must pre-pur-
chase the book from Octavia Books to
attend the event. Turn to page 10 in

this newsletter to read more about Hunger. Roxane Gay is
the author of Bad Feminist, which was a NYT bestseller.
Harper $25.99. Avail. 6/13

JULIA GLASS
A House Among the Trees 
Tuesday, July 25, 6 pm
In Julia Glass’s fifth book since her
acclaimed novel Three Junes won the
National Book Award, she gives us the
story of an unusual bond between a
world-famous writer and his assis-
tant—a richly plotted novel of friend-

ship and love, artistic ambition, the perils of celebrity, and
the power of an unexpected legacy. We are so excited to wel-
come Julia! Pantheon $27.95. Avail. 6/13

— continued from back page —
Upcoming Events at Octavia Books



PAIGE BOWERS
The General’s Niece
Thursday, June 1, 6 pm 
We’re excited to host the launch of Paige Bowers’ book The
General’s Niece: The Little-Known de Gaulle Who Fought to
Free Occupied France. Based on interviews with family mem-
bers, associates, and historians, and papers written by
Genevieve de Gaulle, The General’s Niece is the first English-
language biography of Charles de Gaulle’s niece and confi-
dante, Genevieve, to whom the legendary French general
and president dedicated his war memoirs. Chicago Review
$26.99. Avail. 6/1

NICHOLAS E. REYNOLDS
Writer, Sailor, Soldier, Spy
Monday, June 5, 6 pm 
A cloak-and-dagger epic ranging from the Spanish Civil War
to the liberation of Western Europe, wartime China, the Red
Scare of Cold War America, and the Cuban Revolution,
Writer, Sailor, Soldier, Spy: Ernest Hemingway’s Secret
Adventures, 1935-1961 is the untold story of a literary icon’s
dangerous secret life—including his role as a Soviet agent
code-named ‘Argo’—that fueled his art and his undoing.
William Morrow $27.99.

“BOLDLY BOOKISH”
YA Author Tour
Tuesday, June 6, 6pm
Join us for Bloomsbury Publishing’s “Boldly
Bookish” YW Author Tour! Featuring Tara
Altebrando, The Possible (Avail. 6/6); Sarah
Tolcser, Song of the Current (Avail. 6/6); Emery
Lord, The Names They Gave Us; and Brigid
Kemmerer, Letters to the Lost. A psychological
suspense; a battle with fate; a story of loss, love,
faith, and friendship; a graveside letter-inspired
romance… you won’t want to miss this wonderful
evening of discussion! Bloomsbury $17.99 each.

OLIVIA CLARE
Disasters in the First World 
Wednesday, June 14, 6 pm
Olivia Clare’s delightfully strange and tender debut collec-
tion traces the impact of larger-than-life forces on everyday 
people. From siblings whose relationship is as fragile as glass,
to a woman grappling with both an emotional and physical
drought, to a superstitious spouse fearful of misfortune,
Disasters in the First World: Stories explores the real and the
imagined, environmental and man-made calamities, and the
human need to comprehend the unknown. Grove $16. 
Avail. 6/6

YURI HERRERA
Kingdom Cons 
Tuesday, June 20, 6 pm
In the court of the King, everyone knows their place. But as
the Artist wins hearts and egos with his ballads, uncomfort-
able truths emerge that shake the Kingdom to its core. Part
surreal fable and part narco-lit romance, this prize-winning
novel from Yuri Herrera questions the price of keeping your
integrity in a world ruled by patronage and power. “My
favorite of the new Mexican writers.” –John Powers, NPR
Fresh Air. And Other Stories $13.95. Avail. 6/13

LAUREN ALLBRIGHT
Exit Strategy
Saturday, June 24, 2 pm
Lauren Allbright will join us to share her book about twelve-
year-old Ross who has changed schools twelve times in the
last three years. But when his beloved Pops becomes ill, Ross
and his mom must plant roots—which means no more school
moves. And no more moves mean no more school exits, and
Ross has perfected the science of leaving a school with an

epic prank. Worse, it means he will actually have to learn how to make friends and
do a science project. Aladdin Paperbacks $16.99. Ages 9-13. Avail. 6/6

FRANK LAVIN
Home Front to Battlefront
Tuesday, June 27, 6 pm
Carl Lavin was a high school senior in Canton, Ohio, when
Pearl Harbor was attacked. He joined the reserves which
took him to combat in the Battle of the Bulge. Home Front
to Battlefront: An Ohio Teenager in World War II is the tale of
a foot soldier who finds himself thrust into a world where he
and his unit grapple with the horrors of combat, the idiocies
of bureaucracy, and the oddities of life back home. The
book is based on Carl’s personal letters, private papers, and
more. Ohio U. $34.95.

FIND WALDO! 
NEW ORLEANS
July 1-30 
GRAND FINALE PARTY 
July 30, 2 pm
Help us celebrate Waldo’s 30th birth-
day! Join our community-wide Shop

Local scavenger hunt to find Waldo all over uptown New Orleans. Throughout
the month of July, Waldo spotters, young and old, are eligible for prizes, culmi-
nating in a grand finale party at our store on Sunday, July 30th at 2 pm! Be sure
to stop by Octavia Books to pick up your passport!

— continued on page 11 —


