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by Philippa Gregory
Mary is the youngest of
the Grey sisters. She has
watched her sister Jane
be crowned queen of
England only to be dethroned by Mary Tudor,
the half-sister of the
recently deceased king.
She has watched Jane be
put to death for refusing
to betray her Protestant faith. She has also watched her
sister Katherine face imprisonment in the Tower for a
secret marriage and pregnancy. A beautiful dwarf and
disregarded by the court, Mary is acutely aware of her
own danger, but determined to command her own life.
What will happen when the last Tudor defies her ruthless
and unforgiving cousin Queen Elizabeth? Touchstone
$27.99. Avail. 8/8

The Painted
Queen
by Elizabeth Peters
Egypt, 1912. Arriving in
Cairo for another thrilling
excavation season, Amelia
is relaxing in in her hotel
when a man with a goldrimmed monocle and a
knife protruding from his
back staggers into her
chamber and dies. It becomes apparent that someone
saved Amelia from a would-be assassin, but nothing will
deter Amelia as she and her husband Emerson head to the
excavation site at Amarna, where they will witness the discovery of the iconic Nefertiti bust. Throughout her journey, more men in monocles will die and a brilliant criminal
will offer his final challenge in this eagerly anticipated final
installment of Elizabeth Peters’ bestselling mystery series.
William Morrow & Co. $27.99.

Kiss Carlo
by Adriana Trigiani

513 Octavia Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70115

Located in uptown New Orleans
at the corner of Octavia
and Laurel Streets between
Magazine and Tchoupitoulas.

From NYT-bestselling author Adriana Trigiani comes an
epic story of an Italian-American family on the cusp of
change. It’s 1949 in South Philadelphia and Dominic
Palazzini and his three sons are flourishing. But a decades-long feud that
split Dominic and his brother Mike
and their once-close families sets the
stage for a re-match. And Dominic’s
nephew Nicky wants to leave the
family business and take to the stage.
Told against the backdrop of some of
Shakespeare’s greatest comedies,
Kiss Carlo brims with romance as
buried secrets are revealed, mistaken
identities are unmasked, scores are
settled, broken hearts are mended,
and true love and the power of la
famiglia reigns. Harper $27.99.

BOOK CLUBS

Dear Booklover,
You knew that
reading is fun,
but did you
also know that
it is good for
you, too!
In Psychology Today, Christopher Bergland
says “…researchers found that becoming
engrossed in a novel enhances connectivity
in the brain and improves brain function.
Interestingly, reading fiction was found to
improve the reader’s ability to put themselves in another person’s shoes and flex
the imagination in a way that is similar to
the visualization of a muscle memory in
sports.” And, in today’s atmosphere, we
can certainly use more empathy in the
world!
If that’s appealing to you, we’re here to
help! Start with our youngest readers on
pages 6-7. Let Antoinette Portis teach you
and your kids to appreciate the present
moment in the beautiful picture book Now.
Also check out This is a Ball, full of hilarious misdirects by Beck and Matt Stanton.
There are fun back-to-school books too. If
you liked Babymouse by Jennifer Holm,
you’ll love her new series which starts with
Lights, Camera, Middle School!

OCTAVIA BOOKS SCIENCE FICTION BOOK CLUB
Second Saturday at 10:30 am
Saturday, August 12, 10:30 am

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children
by Ransom Riggs
A mysterious island, an abandoned orphanage, and a strange collection of very curious
photographs come to life in this novel that mixes fiction and photography. A horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales,
where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children.
As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been dangerous. And they may still be
alive. Quirk $10.99.

Saturday, September 9, 10:30 am

Sleeping Giants
by Sylvain Neuvel
Don’t miss this page-turning debut in the tradition of Michael Crichton, World War Z, and
The Martian. A girl named Rose is riding her new bike in Deadwood, South Dakota, when
she falls through the earth into a square hole, walls glowing with intricate carvings. And
in this hole, she has landed in the palm of a giant metal hand. Seventeen years later, the
origins, architects, and purpose of the bizarre artifact remains unsolved. And Rose
Franklin is now a highly trained physicist leading a top secret team to crack the hand’s
code. Del Ray $16.

OCTAVIA BOOKS BOOK CLUB
Third Saturday at 10:30 am
Saturday, August 19, 10:30 am

All the Light We Cannot See
by Anthony Doerr

Fiction abounds; we’re particularly excited
about The Bedlam Stacks by Natasha Pulley
and the YA novel The Gentleman’s Guide
to Vice and Virtue by Mackenzi Lee.
And don’t stop there. In non-fiction, we
have a nice selection of science picks, as
well as an amazing collection of memoirs,
including titles by Sherman Alexie and
Eddie Izzard. If you’re looking to be
inspired by human resilience, don’t miss
Daring to Drive by Manal Al-Sharif and It’s
Not Yet Dark by Simon Fitzmaurice.
Happy reading! We can’t wait to feed your
minds, so come say hello!

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize. From the highly acclaimed, multiple award-winning Anthony
Doerr, the stunningly beautiful instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl
and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II. Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr
illuminates the ways, against all odds, people try to be good to one another. “Hauntingly
beautiful.”—Janet Maslin, The New York Times. Scribner $17.

Saturday, September 16, 10:30 am

The Narrow Road to the Deep North
by Richard Flanagan
In The Narrow Road to the Deep North, Richard Flanagan displays the gifts that have
made him one of the most acclaimed writers of contemporary fiction. Moving deftly
from a Japanese POW camp to present-day Australia, from the experiences of Dorrigo
Evans and his fellow prisoners to that of the Japanese guards, this savagely beautiful
novel tells a story of the many forms of love and death, of war and truth, as one man
comes of age, prospers, only to discover all that he has lost. The Guardian calls it “A masterpiece.” Vintage $16.

COME JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
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Exciting New Fiction
Quiet Until the Thaw

Beach House for Rent

by Alexandra Fuller

by Mary Alice Monroe

Lakota Oglala Sioux Nation, South Dakota. When anger
toward the injustices inflicted upon the Lakota people by
the federal government leads to tribal infighting, cousins
Rick Overlooking Horse and You Choose Watson diverge:
Rick chooses peace; You Choose, violence. Years pass,
and as You Choose serves time in prison, Rick raises twin
boys, immersing them in their ancestry. But when You
Choose returns to the reservation after three decades
behind bars, he forever disrupts the lives of Rick and the
boys. Penguin $25.

NYT bestselling author Mary Alice Monroe returns to her
beloved Isle of Palms to tell the story of two women, one
summer, and one special beach house. After Cara Rutledge
rents out her quaint house on Isle of Palms to Heather
Fordham for the entire summer, a sudden tragedy makes her
want to return. But Heather refuses to budge from her newfound sanctuary, and so they become unlikely roommates.
And while they start out as strangers, as everything around
the women falls apart, they learn to rely on each other.
Gallery Books $26.

The Stone Sky

Knots: Stories

by N.K. Jemisin

by Gunnhild Oyehaug

The Moon will soon return. Whether this heralds the
destruction of humankind or worse will depend on two
women. Essun has inherited the power of Alabaster Tenring.
With it, she hopes to find her daughter Nassun and forge a
world that is safe for every orogene child. For Nassun, her
mother’s mastery comes too late. She has seen the world’s
evil, and accepted that sometimes what is corrupt can only
be destroyed in this conclusion to the post-apocalyptic and
acclaimed trilogy that began with The Fifth Season. Orbit
$16.99. Avail. 8/15

First published in Norway in 2004, Knots is Gunnhild
Oyehaug’s radical collection of short stories that range from
the surreal to the oddly mundane, and prod the discomforts
of mental, sexual, and familial bonds as Oyehaug meanders
through the tangled conflicts of love and desire. From young
Rimbaud’s thwarted passions to the scandalous disappearance of an entire family, these stories do the chilling work of
tracing the outlines of what could have been in both the quietly morbid and the delightfully comical. FS&G $22.

The Graybar Hotel

The Bedlam Stacks

by Curtis Dawkins

by Natasha Pulley
In 1859, ex-smuggler Merrick Tremayne is recovering in
Cornwall after injuring his leg. But odd things happen at his
old house, and his brother accuses him of madness. When
the India Office recruits Merrick to fetch quinine from deep
within Peru, he knows that nearly everyone who’s made the
attempt has died, and he can barely walk. But Merrick is
desperate to leave home, so he sets off for the Amazon
where a salt line separates town from forest. And anyone
who crosses is killed by something in the trees. Bloomsbury
USA $26. Avail. 8/1

The Last Cowboys of San Geronimo
by Ian Stansel
When Silas Van Loy flees home on horseback to avoid capture for his brother’s murder, he is followed by both the
police and his brother’s wife, Lena, who is intent on revenge.
She reluctantly lets her stable assistant join her in a journey
across the wilds of Northern California in the hopes of
catching Silas for a final showdown. Stansel follows the
chase and shares the story of the brothers’ rise to their reign
as the region’s preeminent horse trainers, tracking the tense
sibling rivalry that ultimately leads to the elder’s death.
Houghton Mifflin $23.

Starred Reviews:

Booklist

Kirkus

In this stunning debut collection, Curtis Dawkins, an MFA
graduate and convicted murderer serving life without parole,
takes us inside the worlds of prison and prisoners with stories
that dazzle with their humor and insight, even as they
describe a harsh and barren existence. Dawkins’s stories are
filled with unforgettable detail, and his characters are
nuanced and sympathetic, despite their obvious flaws. This
powerful compilation of stories gives voice to the experience
of perhaps the most overlooked members of our society.
Scribner $26.

Persons Unknown
by Susie Steiner
As dusk falls, a man staggers and dies in a park from a stab
wound, a woman’s name on his lips. This is not an investigation for Detective Manon Bradshaw, who handles only cold
cases. Five months pregnant, she’s focused on being a good
mother to her two children. But the man died yards from the
police station where she works, so Manon takes an interest.
Soon she learns that the victim is more closely linked to her
than she could have imagined, and the case begins to circle in
on Manon’s home and her family. Random House $27.

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Murder, Mayhem, and Mysteries
The Lying Game

The Secrets She Keeps

by Ruth Ware

by Michael Robotham

On a June morning, a woman walks her dog along a tidal
estuary. Before she can stop him, the dog charges into the
water to retrieve what appears to be a wayward stick, but
to her horror, turns out to be something much more sinister. The next morning, three women in and around
London—Fatima, Thea, and Isabel—receive the text they
had always hoped would never come, from the fourth in
their formerly inseparable clique, Kate, that says only, “I
need you.” Another unputdownable thriller from the
Agatha Christie of our time. Gallery $26.99.

From the author whom Stephen King called “an absolute
master” of the psychological thriller comes a novel about
the unlikely friendship between two pregnant women that
asks: how far would you go to create the perfect family?
Agatha is pregnant, with an absent boyfriend, a grocery
store job in a ritzy London suburb, and a fascination of
Meghan, the chic customer with the elegant lifestyle.
When Agatha learns that Meghan is pregnant too, she
finally speaks to her, changing the course of Meghan’s notso-perfect life forever. Scribner $26.

The Dark Net

The Child

by Benjamin Percy

by Fiona Barton

The Dark Net is real. An anonymous and often criminal
arena that exists in the far reaches of the Web, some use it
to manage Bitcoins, pirate movies, or traffic in drugs. Now
an ancient darkness is gathering there as well, threatening
to spread into the real world unless it can be stopped by
members of a ragtag crew: twelve-year-old Hannah, fitted
with a visual prosthetic to combat her blindness; Lela, a
technophobic journalist; Mike Juniper, a one-time child
evangelist; and Derek, a hacker with a cause. Houghton
Mifflin $26. Avail. 8/1

As an old house is demolished in a section of London, a
workman discovers a tiny skeleton, buried for years.
Journalist Kate Waters investigates, and she unearths connections to a crime that rocked the city decades earlier: a
newborn baby was stolen from a local hospital, never
found. But there is more to the story, and Kate is drawn
into the pasts of the people who once lived in this neighborhood that has given up its greatest mystery. And she
soon finds herself the keeper of secrets that erupt in the
lives of three women. Berkley $26.

Take Out

The Color of Fear

by Margaret Maron

by Marcia Muller

Sigrid is reeling from the untimely death of her lover,
Oscar Nauman, when she is called to investigate the
deaths of two homeless men. When poisoned takeout food
is found nearby, the case becomes complicated. Who
killed the two men, and why? Which was the intended victim? Or was the poison meant for someone else entirely?
Throwing herself into the investigation to distract herself
from her grief, Sigrid still wonders what led Nauman to
the mountain road that took his life—until she meets a
man who may hold the answers. Grand Central $27.

When a knock on the door in the middle of the night
wakes Sharon, she’s unprepared for the horrifying news:
her father has been the victim of a vicious, racially-motivated attack. A nationally recognized Shoshone artist,
Elwood now lies in a coma, hovering between life and
death. With little progress on the investigation from the
overworked, short-handed police, Sharon resolves to track
down Elwood’s attackers herself. But when Sharon begins
receiving hate-filled, racist threats from a shadowy group,
it becomes clear that her pursuit of justice may be putting
her own life in jeopardy. Grand Central $26. Avail. 8/8

The Fourth Monkey
by JD Barker
For over five years, the Four Monkey Killer has terrorized
the residents of Chicago. When his body is found, the
police realize he was on his way to deliver one final message, one which proves he has taken another victim who
may still be alive. Detective Sam Porter knows even in
death, the killer is far from finished. When he discovers
the killer’s personal diary, Porter is caught up in the mind
of a psychopath, unraveling a twisted history in hopes of
finding one last girl, all while struggling with demons of his
own. Houghton Mifflin $26.
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The book to read is not
the one which thinks
for you, but the one
which makes you think.
— Harper Lee

Hot New Picks in YA
Generation One

Midnight Jewel

by Pittacus Lore

by Richelle Mead

It has been over a year since the invasion of Earth was
thwarted in Pittacus Lore’s United as One. In order to win,
our alien allies known as the Garde unleashed their Loric
energy that spread across the globe. Now human teenagers
are developing powers of their own. To help them, the
Garde have created an academy where they can train this
new generation to control their powers and help mankind.
But not everyone thinks that’s the best use of their talents.
And the teens may be called on sooner than they imagined.
HarperCollins $18.99.

Mira is not like the other Glittering Court girls. She is a war
refugee, and she has learned to fight against the many injustices around her. For some, the Glittering Court offers a
chance at a life they’ve only ever dreamed of, one of luxury,
glamour, and leisure. But for Mira, it’s simply a means to an
end. In the new world, she plans to earn off her marriage
contract price, and finally be free. But when she falls for
Grant Elliot, a spy for the prestigious McGraw Agency, will
she risk the freedom she’s worked so hard for? Razorbill
$19.99.

Now I Rise

Ash and Quill

by Kiersten White

by Rachel Caine

The highly anticipated sequel to the NYT bestseller And I
Darken—the series that reads like HBO’s Game of Thrones
if it were set in the Ottoman Empire. After failing to
secure the Wallachian throne, Lada Dracul is out to punish
anyone who crosses her blood-strewn path. But brute force
isn’t working, and Lada needs her younger brother Radu’s
subtlety and skill. However, Radu has been sent to
Constantinople—and it’s no diplomatic mission. What will
the Dracul siblings sacrifice to fulfill their destinies?
Delacorte $18.99.

In this newest installment of the bestselling The Great
Library series, in which the Library hoards all the knowledge of the world, a group of rebels poses a dangerous
threat to its tyranny. Jess Brightwell and his band of exiles
have fled London, only to find themselves imprisoned in
Philadelphia, a city led by those who would rather burn
books than submit. But Jess and his friends have a bargaining chip: the knowledge to build a machine that will break
the Library’s rule. To survive, they’ll have to choose to live
or die as one. Berkley $17.99.

What to Say Next

Little Monsters

by Julie Buxbaum

by Kara Thomas

When an unlikely friendship is sparked between relatively
popular Kit Lowell and socially isolated David Drucker,
everyone is surprised, most of all Kit and David. Kit appreciates David’s blunt honesty—in fact, she finds it bizarrely
refreshing. David welcomes Kit’s attention and her inquisitive nature. When she asks for his help figuring out the
how and why of her dad’s tragic car accident, David is all
in. But neither of them can predict what they’ll find. Can
their friendship survive the truth? Delacorte $18.99.

Kacey is the new girl in Broken Falls. When she moved in
with her father and his family, she stepped into a charming
new life, especially compared to the old one she lived with
her volatile mother. She’s even been welcomed into a tight
new circle of friends, including Bailey and Jade. It does
seem odd when they don’t invite her to the biggest party of
the year. However, Kacey will never be able to ask about it,
because Bailey never makes it home from that party. And
everyone starts looking to the new girl for answers.
Delacorte $17.99.

The Gentleman’s Guide to
Vice and Virtue

Two Roads from Here
by Teddy Steinkellner

by Mackenzi Lee
An 18th-century romantic adventure for the modern age.
As young bisexual British lord Henry “Monty” Montague
embarks on a Grand Tour of Europe with his best
friend/secret crush Percy, he knows his quests for pleasure
are coming to an end. His father expects him to take over
the family’s estate upon his return, and Monty’s crush on
Percy is impossible. So Monty vows to make his tour a last
hedonistic hurrah and flirt with Percy from Paris to
Rome—until one of Monty’s reckless decisions turns their
trip into a manhunt. Katherine Tegen $18.99.
Starred Reviews:

Booklist

Kirkus

Should Brian play in Friday’s football game, even though
his head really hurts? Should Allegra commit to college
now that her mother’s illness has returned? Should Cole
cheat on the SATs for a chance to get into his dream school?
Should Nikki go all the way with her boyfriend? Should
Wiley tell his best friend that he loves her and risk losing
her completely? These five seniors are about to have an
opportunity people only dream about: to experience two
potential outcomes of a life-altering decision. Simon &
Schuster BYR $17.99.

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Now

Tales for Tots
Chengdu Can Do

by Antoinette Portis

by Barney Saltzberg

“This is my favorite cloud… because it’s the one I am
watching. This is my favorite tree… because it’s the one
where I’m swinging. This is my favorite tooth… because
it’s the one that is missing.” Follow a little girl as she
takes you on a tour through all of her favorite things,
from the holes she digs to the hugs she gives in this
poignant picture book. “With a comforting refrain and
plenty of familiar scenes, this pleasant, warm story of
mindfulness and small joys will resonate with lots of little ones.” –Booklist. Roaring Brook $17.99. Ages 3-6.

Chengdu can do many things all by himself. He can
get down from his branch, and he can look for
breakfast. Chengdu can jump, he can push, and he
can pull. He can climb, he can stretch, and he can
swing. But sometimes even the most capable young
panda could use a little help. Independent-minded
toddlers will love following along as the determined
Chengdu reaches for his goal of some tasty leaves.
The gentle text is a delight to hear read aloud, and
a variety of fold-out pages add to the fun. DisneyHyperion $16.99. Ages 4-7.

Mama Lion Wins the Race
by Jon Muth
Start your engines: The race is on! And Mama
Lion and Tigey are off—with their cool goggles and snazzy sports car! Racing teams gather from far and wide for this madcap race. But
who will take home the big trophy? Will it be
the playful Flying Pandinis? The mischievous
Knitted Monkey crew? Or will Mama Lion
and Tigey speed past the finish line in first
place? While everyone hopes to win, it’s the
journey itself—filled with joy, beauty, fun, and
friendships – that is the best prize of all.
Scholastic $17.99. Ages 3-6.

Super Saurus Saves Kindergarten!
by Deborah Underwood
illus. by Ned Young
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A New Friend for Sparkle
by Amy Young
In A Unicorn Named Sparkle, Lucy found out that the
unicorn she thought she didn’t want was the exact
right unicorn for her. In this new story, Lucy makes a
new friend and Sparkle is worried that means she
doesn’t care about him anymore. What happens
when two’s company but three’s a crowd? “Appealing
illustrations, done in pen with pastel washes of color,
are warm and inviting... A lively tale about the changing dynamics of friendship.” –Kirkus. Farrar, Straus
& Giroux BYR $16.99. Ages 4-7.

The Dragon Riders
by James Russell
illus. by Link Choi

Arnold has a plan. The evil genius Zorgo-disguised as
Mr. Zachary-will never stop him. That’s because Arnold
is… SUPER SAURUS! No kindergarten in the universe can hold him. Or can it? Arnold, who is nervous
about his first day of kindergarten, transforms himself
into Super Saurus to face what turns out to be not so
frightening after all. Deborah Underwood has written
numerous picture books, including the NYT bestsellers
Here Comes the Easter Cat, The Quiet Book, and The
Loud Book! Disney-Hyperion $16.99. Ages 4-7.

“Away across the oceans/Where few have dared to
roam/Upon a wondrous island/A family made its
home.” Brothers Flynn and Paddy are used to wild
adventures on their magical island home. But when
their pet dragon, Elton John, takes his new family on
an unexpected flight to see the annual dragon games,
the brothers aren’t sure what to expect. Elton John
may be friendly, but not all dragons take kindly to
visitors.... Includes bonus Dragon Brothers map in 3D
for your phone or tablet! Sourcebooks Jabberwocky
$16.99. Ages 4-8. Avail. 8/1

The Scariest Book Ever

This is a Ball

by Bob Shea

by Beck and Matt Stanton

Reader beware! This is the scariest book ever! Or so
claims its melodramatic ghost narrator. You can turn
the page, but don’t expect him to come with you.
Anything might pop out of that black hole in the middle
of the forest. What do you mean it’s just a bunny? Well,
it’s probably a bunny with big fangs. Watch out, it’s—
picking pumpkins with its friends, you say? Actually,
despite the ghost’s scare-mongering, none of the animal
characters seem scary at all…. What’s up with that?
Disney-Hyperion $16.99. Ages 4-7.

The Books That Drive Kids CRAZY! series offers parents and storytellers a hilarious script for fun reading time together. Book 2, This Is a Ball, is a boldly
absurd spin-off of concept books, and an audaciously contrarian invitation for readers to practice deadpan delivery: after all, the picture on the cover clearly shows a cube, not a ball. The page that declares a
princess is flying a kite at the beach shows an alien
holding a balloon in a city... and on and on. What is
WRONG with this silly book? Little, Brown BYR $14.99. Ages 5-8.

Kids, Tweens, and Teens

The Royal Crush

The List

by Meg Cabot

by Patricia Forde

In this third book in the Princess Diaries spin-off series,
Olivia Grace Clarisse Mignonette Harrison is turning thirteen, and she’s getting the hang of this princess thing. With
her half-sister expecting twins any day now, it’s the worst
time for a school field trip to the Royal School Winter
Games. And between Grandmere chaperoning, Olivia’s
cousin complaining about relationship woes, and everyone
insisting that Olivia has a crush on Prince Khalil, things are
quickly turning into a royal mess! Feiwel & Friends $16.99.
Ages 8-12. Avail. 8/1

The city of Ark is the last safe place on Earth. To ensure
their survival, everyone in Ark must speak List, a language
of only 500 words—everyone except Letta. As apprentice
to the Wordsmith, Letta can read all the words that have
ever existed. When Letta becomes the new Wordsmith,
she must shorten List to even fewer words. And she is
faced with a dangerous choice: sit idly by and watch language slowly slip away or follow a stranger on a path to
freedom… or banishment. Sourcebooks Jabberwocky
$16.99. Ages 10-14. Avail. 8/8

Lights, Camera, Middle School!

The Breadwinner

by Jennifer Holm, illus. by Matthew Holm

by Deborah Ellis

For Babymouse, middle school is like a monster movie,
and the halls are filled with mean-girl zombies. Instead
of brains, the zombies hunger for stuff—the perfect sandals or lip gloss—and they expect everyone to be just like
them. But Babymouse doesn’t want to fit in! So she joins
the film club to write and direct a sweeping cinematic epic.
Thanks to Babymouse, middle school gets schooled in this
hilarious new series from bestselling authors Jennifer L.
Holm and Matthew Holm. Random House BYR $13.99.
Ages 8-12.

Eleven-year-old Parvana lives with her family in a
bombed-out apartment building in Kabul, Afghanistan’s
capital city. Parvana’s father—a teacher until his school
was bombed and his health destroyed—works reading letters for people who cannot read or write. When he is
arrested, the family becomes desperate. Forbidden to earn
money as a girl, Parvana must transform into a boy, and
become the breadwinner. Coinciding with the animated
movie release, all royalties from the sale of this book will
go to Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan.
Groundwood $9.95. Ages 10-14. Avail. 8/1

Seraphina and the Splintered Heart
by Robert Beatty
Something has happened to Serafina. She has awoken into
a darkness she does not understand, scarred from a terrible battle, only to find that life at Biltmore Estate has
unimaginably changed. A mysterious threat moves
towards Biltmore, and Serafina must find a way to harness
her new powers before it’s too late. With only days to
achieve the impossible, Serafina fights to reclaim herself
as the Guardian of Biltmore, friend of Braeden, daughter
of her Pa, and heroine of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Disney-Hyperion $16.99. Ages 9-12.

The Land of Stories: Worlds Collide
by Chris Colfer
In the highly anticipated conclusion to the Land of Stories
series, Conner and Alex must brave the impossible. All of
the Land of Stories fairy tale characters—heroes and villains—are no longer confined within their world! With
mayhem brewing in the Big Apple, Conner and Alex will
have to win their biggest battle yet. Can the twins restore
order between the human and fairy tale world?
Breathtaking action mixed with laugh out loud moments
and lots of heart will make this a gripping conclusion for
many fans! Little, Brown BYR $19.99. Ages 9-12.

Starred Reviews:

Booklist

Kirkus

Women in Sports
by Rachel Ignotofsky
A richly illustrated and inspiring book, Women in
Sports: 50 Fearless Athletes Who Played to Win highlights the achievements of fifty notable women
athletes from the 1800s to today, including trailblazers, Olympians, and record-breakers in more than
forty sports. The book also contains infographics on
topics such as muscle anatomy, a timeline of women
in sports, pay and media statistics, and influential
women’s teams. Women in Sports celebrates the success of the tough, fearless women who paved the way for
today’s athletes. Ten Speed Press $16.99. Ages 11-17.

The Twisted Ones
by Scott Cawthon
The highly anticipated sequel to the bestselling Five Nights
at Freddy’s: The Silver Eyes. It’s been a year since the horrific events at Freddy Fazbear’s Pizza, and Charlie is trying
to move on. Even with the excitement of a new school and
a fresh start, she’s still haunted by nightmares of a masked
murderer and four gruesome animatronic puppets.
Charlie thinks her ordeal is over, but when a series of bodies are discovered near her school, she finds herself drawn
back into the world of her father’s frightening creations.
Scholastic $9.99. Ages 12+.

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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New in Paperback
Truly Madly Guilty

Here I Am

by Liane Moriarty

by Jonathan Safran Foer

Six responsible adults. Three cute kids. One normal weekend. What could go wrong? Sam and Clementine have a
wonderful life with two little girls. Clementine and Erika
are each other’s oldest friends; a single look between them
can convey an entire conversation. So when Erika
mentions a last minute invitation to a barbecue with her
neighbors, Tiffany and Vid, Clementine and Sam don’t
hesitate. But two months later, it won’t stop raining, and
Clementine and Sam keep asking: “What if we hadn’t
gone?” Flatiron $16.99.

Unfolding over four tumultuous weeks in Washington,
D.C., Here I Am is the story of a fracturing family in a
moment of crisis. As Jacob and Julia Bloch and their three
sons are forced to confront the distances between the lives
they think they want and the lives they are living, a catastrophic earthquake sets in motion a quickly escalating
conflict in the Middle East. At stake is the meaning of
home and the fundamental question of how much aliveness
one can bear. Hilarious, irreverent, and emotional. Picador
$17.

Before the Fall

A World Without You

by Noah Hawley

by Beth Revis

On a summer night, eleven people—ten privileged, one
down-on-his-luck painter—take off on a private jet that
crashes sixteen minutes later. The only survivors are the
painter Scott Burroughs and a four-year-old boy who is
now the last remaining member of a wealthy and powerful
family. Was the crash by chance? Or was it something more
sinister? Amid the chaos, the fragile relationship between
Scott and the boy glows at the heart of this stunning novel,
raising questions of fate, morality, and the ties that bind us.
Grand Central $15.99.

Seventeen-year-old Bo has delusions that he can travel
through time. So when his parents send him to a school for
troubled youth, Bo assumes he’s actually attending a
school for kids who have “superpowers.” There Bo falls in
love with Sofia who suffers from depression. After she
commits suicide, Bo is convinced that she’s stuck somewhere in time, and it’s his job to save her. Ultimately, he
will have to decide whether to face his demons head-on, or
succumb to a psychosis that will let him be with the girl he
loves. Razorbill $9.99. Ages 12+.

Modern Lovers

Today Will be Different

by Emma Straub

by Maria Semple

Friends and former bandmates Elizabeth, Andrew, and
Zoe have watched one another start businesses and families. But nothing ages them like passing the torch of sexuality and independence to their offspring. As they near
fifty, their children reach maturity (and start sleeping
together), and the adult lives unravel, revealing deeply
held secrets. This is a book about neighbors, nosiness,
ambition, the excitement of youth, the shock of middle age,
and the fact that our passions never go away; they just
evolve with us. Riverhead $16.

Eleanor’s a mess. But today, she will tackle the little things.
She will shower and dress. She will have poetry and yoga
lessons after dropping off her son, Timby. She won’t swear.
She will initiate sex with her husband, Joe. But before she
can begin, life happens. Timby fakes sick to weasel his way
into his mother’s company. And Joe has told his office—
but not Eleanor—that he’s on vacation. Today Will be
Different is a hilarious, heart-filled story about reinvention,
sisterhood, and facing up to our former selves so we can
truly live. Back Bay $16.99.

Grunt
by Mary Roach
Grunt: The Curious Science of Humans at War tackles the
science behind some of a soldier’s most challenging adversaries—panic, exhaustion, heat, noise—and introduces us
to the scientists who seek to conquer them. Along the way,
Roach samples caffeinated meat, sniffs a WWII stink
bomb, and stays with a crew tending nuclear submarine
missiles. She also answers unusual questions—Why is
DARPA interested in ducks? How is a wedding gown like a
bomb suit?—giving us new perspective on our nation’s
defenders. Norton $15.95.
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History, despite its wrenching
pain, cannot be unlived,
but if faced with courage,
need not be lived again.
— Maya Angelou

Understanding Our World
Caesar’s Last Breath

Open Heart

by Sam Kean

by Stephen Westaby

In Caesar’s Last Breath: Decoding the Secrets of the Air
Around Us, Sam Kean takes us on a journey through the
periodic table, around the globe, and across time to tell the
story of the air we breathe, which is also the story of earth
and our existence on it. With every breath, you literally
inhale the history of the world. Tracing the origins and
ingredients of our atmosphere, Kean reveals how the alchemy of air reshaped our continents, steered human progress,
powered revolutions, and continues to influence everything
we do. Little, Brown $28.

When Stephen Westaby witnessed a patient die during an
open heart surgery for the first time, he was struck by the
quiet, determined way the surgeons walked away. As he
soon understood, this detachment was a crucial survival
strategy. In a profession where failure is a heartbeat away,
how else could he cope? In Open Heart: A Cardiac Surgeon’s
Stories of Life and Death on the Operating Table, Westaby
reflects on over 11,000 surgeries, offering unforgettable
insight into how to push back death, until nothing is left to
do but to accept it. Basic $27.

Gastrophysics

The Quarterback Whisperer

by Charles Spence

by Bruce Arians

Why do we consume 35 percent more food when eating with
one other person, and 75 percent more when dining with
three? Why do people who like strong coffee drink more of
it under bright lighting? The answer is gastrophysics, the
area of sensory science pioneered by professor Charles
Spence. Now he reveals how to understand what we’re tasting and influence what others experience. Filled with discoveries about our sensory lives, Gastrophysics: The New
Science of Eating will make you look at your plate in a new
way. Viking $27.

In the recent history of American football, one man is
the common thread that connects several of the very best
quarterbacks in the sport: Peyton Manning; Ben
Roethlisberger; Andrew Luck; Carson Palmer. That coach is
Bruce Arians. Known as the “quarterback whisperer,”
Arians has an ability to both personally connect with his
quarterbacks and to locate what the triggers are for that
player to succeed. In The Quarterback Whisperer: How to
Build an Elite NFL Quarterback, Arians explains how he
does it. Hachette Books $28.

Into the Gray Zone

The Grim Sleeper

by Adrian Owen

by Christine Pelisek

In this startling book, a world-renowned neuroscientist
reveals his groundbreaking work with patients whose brains
were thought to be vegetative or non-responsive but turned
out to be vibrantly alive, existing in the Gray Zone: intact
minds adrift deep within damaged brains. Following Owen’s
journey, Into the Gray Zone: A Neuroscientist Explores the
Border Between Life and Death examines the difference
between a brain and a mind and what the borderlands
between life and death have taught us about being human.
Scribner $28.

The “Grim Sleeper” was a serial killer who went unchecked
for decades in Los Angeles killing the most vulnerable
women in a South Central neighborhood. But this case tells
a wider story about investigations in areas beset by poverty
and violence; how a killer could continue in part due to
society’s disinterest; and about the tenacity of detectives and
those women’s families. In 2008, Christine Pelisek broke
this story, and The Grim Sleeper: The Lost Women of South
Central is her definitive book on his capture. Counterpoint
$26.

An Inconvenient Sequel:
Truth to Power

Sons and Soldiers

by Al Gore

In 1942, the U.S. Army unleashed one of its greatest
weapons in the battle to defeat Adolf Hitler: training nearly
2,000 German-born Jews in interrogation techniques and
making use of their mastery of German language and customs. Known as the “Ritchie Boys,” they were sent to
Europe where they interrogated German POWs and gathered intelligence that helped win the war. Sons and Soldiers:
The Untold Story of the Jews Who Escaped the Nazis and
Returned with the U.S. Army to Fight Hitler is their epic story.
William Morrow & Co. $28.99.

by Bruce Henderson

An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power is a call to action,
exposing how humankind has aided in the destruction of
our planet and offering information on what you can do
now. Vice President Al Gore combines cutting-edge
research from scientists around the world with photos,
personal anecdotes, and observations to document the
pace and scope of global warming. Follow Vice President
Gore as he tells a story of change in the making and offers
real actionable steps that you can take to help reverse the
damage. Rodale $25.99.
Starred Reviews:

Booklist

Kirkus

Library Journal

Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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Fascinating Lives
You Don’t Have to Say You Love Me

Believe Me

by Sherman Alexie

by Eddie Izzard

Sherman Alexie’s bond with his mother Lillian was complex. A heavy drinker with a violent past, she selflessly
cared for strangers, but was often incapable of giving her
children affection. She wanted a better life for her son,
but it was only by leaving her behind that he could hope
to achieve it. When she passed away, Lillian’s incongruities shook Sherman and his remembrance of her. The
result is a stunning memoir filled with raw, angry, funny,
profane, tender memories of a childhood few can imagine, much less survive. Little, Brown $28.

Izzard is arguably one of today’s top comedians. With his
keenly intelligent humor that ranges from world history
to historical politics, sexual politics, and mad ancient
kings, he has built a fan base that transcends age, gender,
and race. Now in Believe Me: A Memoir of Love, Death,
and Jazz Chickens, he provides an inspired account of his
singular life, reflecting on a childhood marked by the
loss of his mother, boarding school, and alternative sexuality, as well as a life in comedy, film, politics, running,
and philanthropy. Blue Rider Press $28.

It’s Not Yet Dark

Daring to Drive

by Simon Fitzmaurice

by Manal Al-Sharif

In 2008, Simon Fitzmaurice was diagnosed with ALS, or
Lou Gehrig’s disease. He was given four years to live. In
2010, in a state of lung-function collapse, Simon knew
with crystal clarity that now was not his time to die.
Against prevailing medical opinion, he chose to ventilate
in order to stay alive. Now the young filmmaker, a husband and father of five children, draws us into his inner
world; it is an astonishing journey into a life that, though
brutally compromised, is lived more fully than most.
Houghton Mifflin $23. Avail. 8/1

Manal al-Sharif grew up in Mecca. A religious radical in
her adolescence, education changed her, and by her
twenties she was a computer security engineer. That’s
when the Saudi kingdom’s contradictions became too
much: she was labeled a slut for chatting with male colleagues and was forbidden from driving her own car.
Daring to Drive: A Saudi Woman’s Awakening is the intimate memoir of an accidental activist, a powerful story
of a young Muslim woman who stood up to a kingdom of
men—and won. Simon and Schuster $26.

America 51

How to Fall in Love with Anyone

by Corey Taylor

by Mandy Len Catron

The outspoken hard rock vocalist Corey Taylor begins
America 51: A Probe Into the Realities That Are Hiding
Inside “The Greatest Country in the World” with a reflection on what his travels with his bands Slipknot and Stone
Sour have taught him about being an American in an
increasingly unstable world. Balancing humor and outrage, Taylor examines the rotting core of America, from
politics and race relations to family and “man buns,”
skewering contemporary America in his own signature
style. Da Capo Press $26. Avail. 8/8

How to Fall in Love with Anyone: A Memoir in Essays
takes a closer look at what it means to love someone, be
loved, and how we present our love to the world. Catron
draws insights from her research into the psychology,
biology, history, and literature of love. And she shares
how she tested a psychology experiment in which the
goal was to create intimacy between strangers using a list
of thirty-six questions—and ended up in the surreal situation of having millions of people following her brandnew relationship. Simon and Schuster $26.

Happiness
by Heather Harpham
Happiness: A Memoir: The Crooked Little Road to SemiEver After begins with a mismatched courtship that ends
when Heather becomes pregnant—Brian loves her, only
he doesn’t want kids. But Gracie is born perilously ill.
Brian reappears as the baby’s condition grows dire;
together Heather and Brian have to decide what they are
willing to risk to ensure their girl sees adulthood.
Harpham’s grace and humor transform the heartbreak of
this story into a clear-eyed, warm-hearted view of the
world. Henry Holt & Co. $27. Avail. 8/1
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You know, people speak
in poetry all the time.
They just don’t realize it.
— Sherman Alexie

LOCAL FLAVORS

Upcoming Events at Octavia Books
— continued from back page —

Snippets of New Orleans by Emma Fick
Snippets are fragments of things. They are people observed, foods
consumed, ornaments spotted: a man on a streetcar, crawfish
shells on the sidewalk, an ornate cornstalk-shaped fence. This is
artist Emma Fick’s earnest and honest reflection of New Orleans:
triumphant and tragic, gaudy and gritty, elegant and ugly, rich and
poor, a city that embodies all these and other polar opposites with
a perverse kind of grace. Fick hopes that through these vignettes,
readers will weave their own New Orleans truth between the
pages. U of Louisiana $25.

Crescent City Snow:
The Ultimate Guide to New Orleans
Snowball Stands by Megan Braden-Perry
Crescent City Snow is part guidebook, part diary, and part biography of fifty snowball stands and their customers in the greater
New Orleans area. Keep a copy in the car for when you want to try
a new place, and use the table in the back to record your own
observations. From the introduction: “Now that I’m older, my
favorite thing about snowballs is that they are icy, sweet tokens of
affection. You can show your feelings for someone better with a
snowball than you can with a card.” U of Louisiana at Lafayette
Press $15.

NANCY CAVANAUGH
Elsie Mae Has Something to Say
Friday, September 29, 4:30 pm
Nancy Cavanaugh joins Octavia Books to
share her new book for ages 8-12. Elsie Mae
is sure this’ll be the best summer ever. She
gets to explore the quiet waters of the
Okefenokee Swamp around her grandparents’ house, and she’s written a letter to
President Roosevelt that she’s confident will
save the swamp from a shipping company
and make her a hometown hero. Then, Elsie Mae learns of some hog
bandits stealing from swamper families, and she sees another opportunity to make her family proud. Sourcebooks Jabberwocky $16.99.

Banned
Books
Week

Hardscrabble to Hallelujah, Volume 1
by Christopher Everette Cenac
Hardscrabble to Hallelujah, Volume 1: Bayou Terrebonne: Legacies
of Terrebonne Parish explores one of the most important eras in
the south central coastal bayou parish of Terrebonne. This first of
four planned volumes chronicles details about founders and their
estates along Bayou Terrebonne from its headwaters to its most
southerly reaches near the Gulf of Mexico. Those and other
parish plantations along important waterways contributed significantly to the dominance of King Sugar in Louisiana. UPress of
Mississippi $80.

Jass by David Fulmer
In this sequel to Chasing the Devil’s Tail, New Orleans red-light
district “jass” musicians have been turning up dead. To Storyville
detective Valentin St. Cyr, it’s no surprise, as these characters walk
on the wild side. But once Valentin investigates, he discovers that
the deaths are not random at all, as each of the victims once
played in the same band. When he digs deep enough that even the
Chief of Police wants him off the case, he realizes there is something larger and darker at the heart of this sordid business.
Crescent City Books $18.

Banned Books Week emphasizes the importance of the First
Amendment, which guarantees our inherent right to read. Come
by Octavia Books celebrate the diverse range of ideas found in
books, and our right as citizens to make our own intellectual
choices.
There is more than one way to burn a book. And the world is full
of people running about with lit matches. — Ray Bradbury

M WR
ay

The Crow Girl
by Erik Axl Sund

Houses built to resemble riverboats, a meteorite in a golf course,
a 1960s time capsule, a house made of 1200 glass ashtrays, a Lee
Harvey Oswald forgotten Commemorative Plate, a secret doll
museum on the second floor of a private house, the largest religious work of art on canvas in the world... New Orleans is home
to any number of well-hidden treasures that are revealed only to
residents and travelers who find their way off the beaten track.
And this indispensable guide will take you there. Jonglez
Publishing $19.95.
Booklist

Kirkus

ecommend …

Octavia Books booksellers
Peggy Flemming and
Veronica Brooks-Sigler recommend

Secret New Orleans by Chris Champagne

Starred Reviews:

e

Library Journal

Despite its length, The Crow Girl is a tightly
wound thrill-seeking missile. Where does
Sweden come up with this stuff? We may
never visit. Each character is implicated in
the various crimes of a brutal serial killer
who leaves the bodies of young boys in conspicuous places. Just when the reader thinks she knows who did what
to whom, she finds herself back to square one. This book is dense with
darkness. Vintage Crime/Black Lizard $17.95.
Publishers Weekly

School Library Journal
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BILL LOEHFELM

MICHAEL RUBIN

The Devil’s Muse

Cashed Out: Book Launch

Thursday, August 3, 6 pm
In the thrilling fifth book in the acclaimed Maureen Coughlin
series, a Mardi Gras parade turns deadly. Rookie cop
Maureen Coughlin’s night working the parades begins calmly enough—until a half-naked man throws himself onto the
hood of an oncoming SUV, gunshots are heard, City bigwigs
demand quick answers, and a camera crew jumps in to capture “the real Mardi Gras” for their YouTube channel. Add
an incompetent supervising detective and tense race relations, and Maureen is in
for a very long night. Sarah Crichton Books $26.

LADEE HUBBARD in Conversation
with JAMI ATTENBERG
The Talented Ribkins: Book Launch
Tuesday, August 8, 6 pm
Join Jami Attenberg, author of All Grown Up, as she helps
celebrate the launch of Ladee Hubbard’s The Talented
Ribkins with an evening of conversation. Seventy-two year
old Johnny Ribkins comes from a family with unique but
rather sad superpowers. After unsuccessfully using these
powers to support the Civil Rights movement, he and his brother turned to
crime, hiding money all over the country. Now Johnny needs the cash, and he
sets off on an adventure with his niece, who has superpowers of her own. Melville
House $25.99. Avail 8/8

ANNE GISLESON
The Futilitarians: Book Launch
Location: Saturn Bar, 3067 St Claude Ave.
Thursday, August 24, 7–9 pm
Ann Gisleson presents The Futilitarians: Our Year of
Thinking, Drinking, Grieving, and Reading—a memoir of
friendship and literature chronicling a search for meaning
and comfort in great books, and a beautiful path out of grief.
Gisleson had lost her sisters, had fled her home during
Hurricane Katrina, and had lost her father to cancer. Her husband, Brad, had
also suffered his own trauma. “How do we keep moving forward,” Anne asks,
“amid all this loss and threat?” The answer: “We do it together.” Little, Brown
$27. Avail. 8/22

MARGARET WILKERSON SEXTON
A Kind of Freedom
Saturday, August 26, 6 pm
Evelyn is a Creole woman who comes of age in New Orleans
at the height of WWII. In 1982, Evelyn’s daughter, Jackie, is
a single mother grappling with her absent husband’s drug
addiction. Jackie’s son, T.C., loves the process of growing
marijuana more than the weed itself. For Evelyn, Jim Crow
is an ongoing reality, and in its wake new threats spring up to
haunt her descendants. Margaret Sexton brings us an urgent
novel that explores the legacy of racial disparity in the South through a poignant
family history. Counterpoint $26. Avail. 8/15

Thursday, September 7, 6 pm
In this second Bayou Thriller installment, “Schex”
Schexnaydre was a failure as a lawyer. Until three weeks
ago, he had no clients and no cash—except for infamous
toxic waste entrepreneur G.G. Guidry, who’s just been murdered, and the $4,452,737 Guidry had stashed with him for
safekeeping. When Schex’s ex-wife, Taylor, is accused of
Guidry’s murder, she pleads with Schex to defend her. He
refuses, but the more he says no to Taylor, the deeper Schex gets dragged in. Join
us for this book launch! Fiery Seas $17.99. Avail. 8/15

DAREN WANG
The Hidden Light of Northern Fires
Thursday, September 14, 6 pm
Daren Wang brings us a story rooted in the history of the
only secessionist town north of the Mason Dixon Line—a
story of redemption amidst the Civil War. In The Hidden
Light of Northern Fires, Mary Willis has always been an outcast, an abolitionist in a town of bounty hunters and antiUnion farmers. When escaped slave Joe Bell collapses in
her father’s barn, Mary is determined to help him cross to freedom in nearby
Canada. But rebels and soldiers from both sides bring war to the town. Thomas
Dunne $26.99. Avail. 8/29

ROBERT BEATTY
Serafina and the Splintered Heart
Saturday, September 16, 2 pm
We’re excited to welcome Robert Beatty as he presents the
third installment in his #1 bestselling series, Serafina. In
Serafina and the Splintered Heart, our heroine takes her
place among literary champions as she battles fiercely to
defend all she loves and become everything that she is
meant to be. Read more about the book on page 7 of this
newsletter. “Eerie gothic imagery, a ferociously scrappy
heroine, and an elegant setting combine seamlessly to create a captivating mystery….” –School Library Journal. Disney-Hyperion $16.99.

ANGEL ADAMS PARHAM
American Routes
Thursday, September 28, 6 pm
American Routes: Racial Palimpsests and the Transformation
of Race provides an historical analysis of the migration and
integration of white and free black refugees from 19th century St. Domingue/Haiti to Louisiana and follows the
progress of their descendants over the course of 200 years.
The St. Domingue/Haiti migration case foreshadows the
experiences of present-day immigrants of color from Latin-America and the
Caribbean, many of whom chafe against the binary U.S. racial system. Welcome
Angel! Oxford U Press $65.

— continued on page 11 —

